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T  O  T  fl  E 

READER. 


The  marmfcript  Journal  of  our  late 
friend,  JOHN  WOOLMAN.  was 
ended  in  England  ;  where  he  alfo  finilhed  all 
his  labours,  it  appears,  by  a  letter  which  he 
fent,  in  his  lafl  illnefs,  to  a  friend  in  London, 
that  he  did  not  intend  the  whole  fhould  be 
printed,  and  that  he  defired  the  faid  friend  to 
revife  wdiat  he  had  written  in  this  nation,  and 
leave  out  fuch  parts  as  he  flrould  think  pro¬ 
per.  It  was,  notwithftanding,  fent  entire,  wi  th- 
out  any  alteration,  to  America  ;  where  it  was 
foon  alter  printed,  together  with  feveral  Tradts 
which  had  been  publiflied  in  his  li.^e-time. 
But,  as  fome  pafl'ages  in  the  Journal  con¬ 
tain  obfervations  which  appear  to  have  been 
intend.ed  as  private  memorandums  only,  and 
others  relate  to  circumftances  which  happened 
in  his  native  country,  not  exiiedient  to  be  pre- 
fervcd  on  record  in  this  nation,  it  is  appre¬ 
hended  that  the  following  Abridgement  of 
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it  will  be  acceptable  to  friends,  and  may  be  of 
genera!  fervice  ;  and,  as  many  weighty  argu¬ 
ments  and  pertinent  advices,  relative  to  Ha- 
very  and  the  oppreffion  of  the  Negroes  in  the 
Plantations,  are  contained  in  the  Journal,  it 
was  therefore  apprehended  that  two  fmall 
Traifts,  on  that  fobjedt,  might  be  omitted  iu 
his  Abridgement. 
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FRIENDS  IN  YORKSHIRE, 

r  • 

X 

Ai  their  Quarterly-Meeting,  held  at  York,,  the  '  t^th  ttnd  z^th 

of  the  third  montb^t  I773>  concerning 

%  . 

J  O  H  N  .  W  O  O  L  M  A  N, 

i 

Of  Mount’  Holly,  in  the  pro^oince  of  New-^Jerfey^ 
in  America  ;  n.vbo  diparted  tbis  lije^  at  the 
hcufe  of  oar  friend^  Thomas  Prieftman,  in 
the  fuburds  of  this  city,  the  *yth  of  the  tenth 
month,  and  was  inferred^  in- the  bury ^ 

ing-ground  of  friends,  the  eyth  of  the  famcy 
aged  about  ffty-'two  years. 

I 

t  1"^  HIS  our  valuable  friend,  having  been 
under  a  religious  engagement,  for  fome 
time,  to  vifit  friends  in  this  nation,  and  more 
efpeciaUy  us  in  the  northern  parts,  under¬ 
took  the  fame,  in  full  concurrence  and  near 
fympathy  with  his  friends  and  brethren  at  home, 
as  appeared  by  certificates  from  the  monthly 
and  quarterly  meetings  towhich-he  belonged, 
and  From  the  fpring-meeting  of  minifters  and 
elders,  held  at  Philadelphia,  for  Pennfyivania ' 
and  New-Jerfey.  , 

A  3  He 


He  arrived  in  the  city  of  London  the  be- 
ginning  ot  the  laft  yearly-meeting,  and,  after 
attending  that  meeting,  travelled  northward, 
vifiting  the  quarterly-meet  ngs  of  Hertford flj ire, 
Jluckinghamfliire,  Northampton  (hire,  Oxford- 
fhire,  and  Worcefterlhire,  and  divers  particu¬ 
lar  meetings  in  his  way.  ;  ^ 

He  vifited  many  meetings  on  the  weft  f de 
of  this  county  ;  alfo  fome  in  Lancaftiire  and 
Wcftmpreland'j  from  whence  he  came  to  our 
quarterly-meeting  in  the  laft  ninth  month  j 
and,  though  much  out  of  health,  yet  was  en¬ 
abled  to  attend  all  the  fittings  of  that  meeting 
except,  the,  laft,  '  .  , 

His'  diforderj  then,  which  proved  the  fmall- 
pox,  increafed  fpeedily  upon  him,  and  was 
very  afflidfing  j  und@r  which  he  was  fupport- 
ed  in  .  much  meeknefs,  patience,  and  Chrif- 
tian  fortitude.  -.To  thofe,  who  attended  him 
in  bis  iilnefs,  his  mind  appeared  to  be  centered 
in  divine  love  ;  under  the  precious  influence 
whereof,  we  believe,  he  finifhed  his  courfe, 
and  entered  into, the  manfions  of  everlafting 
reft.-  : 

In  the  early  part  of  his  illnels  he  requefted,  a 
friend  to  write,  and  he  broke  forth  thus :  ■ 
r  “  O  Lord,  my  God  !  the  amazing  horrors 
of  darknefs  were  gathered  around  me  and  co¬ 
vered  me  all  over,  and  I  faw  no  way  toga 
forth  '  I  felt  the  mifery  of  my  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  feparated  fr.om  the  divine  harmony,  and 
it  ,  was  heaviep  than  I  could  bear,  and  I  was 
crufhed  down  under  it  :  J  lifted  up  my  hand, 
and  ftretched  out  my  arm,  but  there  was 

none 
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none  to  he1[3  rhe  i  I  looked  round  aboutj  and 
was  amazed  :  In  the  depths  of  mifery,  O 
Lord  !  I  remembered  that  thou  art  omnipo¬ 
tent}  that  I  had  called  thee  Father  }  and  l  felt 
that  I  loved  thee,  and  I  was  ^made  quiet  in 
thy  willj  and  I  waited  for  deliveranee  from 
thee;  thou  hadft  pity  upon  me  when  no  marl 
could  help  me  :  1  faw  that  meeknefs  tinder 
fuifering  was  fliewed  to  us  in  the  moft  affect¬ 
ing  example  of  thy  Son,  and  thou  waft  teach¬ 
ing  me  to  follow  him,  and  I  faid.  Thy  wilh 
O  Father,  be  done.”  > 

Many  more  of  his  w'eighty  expreffions  rnight 
have  been  inferted  here,  but  it  was  deemed 
unneceffary,  they  being  already  publhhed  in 
print.  •  _  ' 

He  was  a  man  endued  with  a  large  natural 
capacity  j  and,  being  obedient  to  the  mani- 
feftations  of  divine  grace,  having  ih  pafiehce 
and  humility  endured  many  deep  baptifmSi- 
he  became  thereby  fandMfied  and  fitted  for 
the  Lord’s  work,  and  was  truly  ferviceable 
in  his  church  :  dwelling  in  awful  fear  and 
watchfulnefs,  he  was  careful,  in  his  public 
appearances,  to  feel  the  putting  forth  of  the 
divine  hand^  fb  that  the  fpring  of  the  gofpel- 
miniftry  often  flowed  through  him  with  great 
fweetnefs  and  purity,  as  a  refrefhing  ftream 
to  the  weary  travellers  toward  the  city  of 
God  :  fkilful  in  dividing  the  word,  he  was' 
furniflicd  by  Him,  in  whom  are  hid  all  the 
ireafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,  to  com¬ 
municate  freely  to  the  feveral  ftates  of  the* 
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people  where  his  lot  was  caft.  •  Hiscondua  at 
•  Other  times  wis  feafoned  with  the  like  watch¬ 
ful  circumfpeaion  and  attention  to  the  gui¬ 
dance  of  divine  wifdom,  which  rendered  his 
whole  eonverfation  uniformly,  edifying. 

He  was  fully  perfuaded  that,  as  the  life  of 
Chrift  comes  to  reign  in  the  earth,  all  abufe 
and  unnecellary  oppreflion,  both  of  the  human 
and  brute  creation,  will  come  to  an  end  j  but, 
under  the  fenfe  of  a  deep  revolt  and  an  over¬ 
flowing  ftream  of  unrighteoufnefs,  his  life  has 
been  often  a  life  of  mourning. 

He  was  deeply  concerned  on  account  of 
that  inhuman  and  iniquitous  practice  of 
foaking  flaves  of  the  people  of  Africa,  of 
holding  them  in  that  flate  j  and,  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  we  underftand  he  hath  not  only  written 
Ibm^  books,  but  travelled  much  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  America,  in  order  to  make  the  Ne¬ 
gro- mafters  {efpecially  thofe  in  profeffion  with 
,  us)  fenfible  of  the  evil  of  fueh  a  pradice  ;  and 
though,  in  his  journey  to  England,  he  was 
far  removed  from  the  outward  fight  of, their 
fuflerings,  yet  bis  deep  exercife  of  mind  re¬ 
mained,  as  appears  by  a  flort  treatife  he 
wrote  in  this  journey,  and  his  frequent  eon- 
eetn  to  open,  the  milerable  ftate  of  this  deep¬ 
ly-injured  people.  His  teftimony,  in  the  laft 
meeting  he  attended,  -was  on  this  fubjedl 
wherein  he  remarked,  that,  as  we,  as  a  fociety, 
when  under  outward .  fufferings,  had  often 
■found  it  our  concern  to  lay  them  before  thnfc 
in  authority,  and  therebvj  in  the  Lord  s  timcy 
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had  obtained  relief,  fo  he  recommended  this 
opprefled  part  of  the  creation  to  our  notice,’ 
that  we  may,  as  w^y  may  open,  reprefent  their 
fufferings,  in  an  individual,  if  not  a  focictj% 
capacity,  to  thofe  in  authority.’ 

Deeply  fenlible  that  the  defire  to  gratify 
people’s  inclinations  in  luxury  and.  fuperflui- 
tles  is  the  principal  ground  of  oppreffion, 
and  the  occafion  of  many  onncceflary  wants^ 
he  believed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  be  a  pattern 
of  great  fe!f-denial  with,  refpeft  to  the  things 
of  this  life,  and  carneftly  to  labour  with 
:  friends  in  the  meeknefs  of  wifdom,  to  im- 
prefs  on  their  minds  the  great  importance  of 
our  teftimony  in  thefe  things,  recommending 
to  the  guidance  of  the  Weffed  truth  in  this 
and  all  other  concerns,  and  cautioning  fuch 
as  are  experienced  therein  againfl;  contenting 
themfelves  with  adting  up  to' the  ftandard  'of 
others,  but  to  be  careful  to  make  the  ftand- 
ard  of  truth,  manifefted  to  them,  the  meafure 
of  their  obedience  ;  for,  faid  he,  “  that  pu¬ 
rity  of  life  which  proceeds  from  faithfulnefs 
in  following  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  that  ftate 
,  where  our  minds  are  devoted  to  ferve  God, 
and  all  our  ,  w'ants  ate  bounded  by  his  wif- 
dom,  —  this  habitation  has  often  been  opened 
before  me,  as  a  place  of  retirement  for  the  , 
children  of  the  light,  where  they  may  fland 
feparated  from  that  which  difordereth  and  con- 
fufeth  the  affairs  of  fociety,  .and  where  v/e  may 
have  a  teftimony  of  our  innocence  in  the  hearts 
of  thofe  who  behold  us.” 

We 
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We  conclude  with  fervent  defires  that  wej 

as  a  people,  may  thus^  by  our  example,  pror 
mote  the  Lord’s  work  in  the  earth  j  and,  our 
hearts  being  prepared,  may  unite  in  prayer  to 
the  great  Lord  of  the  harvefi:,  that  as,  in  his 
infinite  wifdom,  he  hath  greatly  ftripped  the 
church,  by  removing,  of  late,  divers  faithful 
minifiers  and  elders,  he  may  be  pleafed  to  fend 

forth  many  more  faithful  labourers  into  his 
harvefi. 


Signed  in,  hy  order,  and  on  behalf  of,, 
faid  meeting  : 


*Tbomas  'Bennett, 
fobn  Storr, 

Jafeph  Eglin, 
fhomas  Perkinfon, 
Jofeph  Wright, 


Samuel  Brifcoe, 
fohn  Purner, 
fofMa  Robinfon, 
Pbomat  Priefman,  and 
divers  other  Friends. 
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T  E  S  T  1  M  O  N  Y 

'of  T  tl  E 

MONTHLY-MEETING  of  FRIENDS. 

HelJ  in  Burlington,  thcjirjl  duy  oj'  the  eighth  fnonth,  in  the y€Gf  oj^ 
our  Lord  I774>  concerning  our  ejieemed friend, 

JOHN  WOOLMAN,  deceased. 

E  was  born  in  Northampton,  in  the 

_ county  of  Burlington,  and  province  of 

Weft-New- Jerfey,  in  the  eighth  month,  1720, 
of  religious  parents,  who  inftruded  him  very 
early  in  the  principles  of  the  chriftian  religi¬ 
on,  as  profefted  by  the  people  called  Qiwicers, 
which  he  efteemed  a  bleffing  to  him,  even  in 
his  young  years,  tending  to  preferve  him 
from  the  infedion  of  wicked  children;  but, 
through  the  workings  of  the  enemy,  and  le- 
vity  incident  to  youth,  he  frequently  deviated 
from  thofe  parental  precepts,  by  which  he 
laid  a  renewed  foundation  for  repentance, 
that  was  finally  fucceeded  by  a  godly  forrow 
not  to  be  repented  of,  and  fo  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  that  fandifying  power  which 
qualifies  for  true  gofpel  miniftry,  into  which 
he  was  called  about  the  twenty-fecond  year 
of  his  age ;  and,  by  a  faithful  ufe  of  the  ta¬ 
lents  committed  to  him,  he  experienced  an 
increafe,  until  he  arrived  at  the  ftate  of  a  fa¬ 
ther. 


[  J 

ther,  capable  of  dividing  the  word  aright  ta 
the  different  ftates  he  miniftered  unto  j  dif- 
penfing  milk  to  babes»,  and  meat  to  ihofe  of 
fipej-  years.  Thu,s  he  found  the  efiBca<;y  of 
that  power  to  arife,  which,  in  his  own"  ex- 
preffipns,  “  prepares  the  creature  to  ftand 
like  a  trumpet  through  which  the  Lord  fpeaks 
to  his  people.” — He  was  a  loving  hufband,  a 
tender  father,  and  very  humane  to  every 
part  of  the  creation  under  his  care.. 

.  His  concern  for  the  poor  and  thofe  in  af- 
flidlion  was  evident  by  his  vifits  to  them} 
whom  he  frequently  relieved  by  his  alllllance 
ind  charity.  He  was  for  many  years  deeply 
cxrercifed  on  account  of  the  poor  enflaved  A- 
fricans,  whole  caufe,  as  he  fometimes  men¬ 
tioned,  lay  almoft  continually  upon  him, 
and,  to  obtain  liberty  to  thofe  captives,  bela¬ 
boured  both  in  public  and  private;  and  was 
favoured  to  fee  his  endeavours  crowned  with 
confiderable  fuccefs.  He  was  particularly 
defirous  that  friends  fliould  not  be  inftru- 
mental  to  lay  burthens  on  this  opprelfed  peo¬ 
ple,  but  remember  the  days  of  luffering  from 
which  they  had  been  providentially  delivered  ; 
that,  if  times  of  trouble  fliould  return,  no  in* 
juftice  dealt  to  thofe  in  flavery  might  rife  in 
Judgement  againft  us,  but,  being  clear,  we 
might  on  fucli  occalions  addrefs  the  Almigh¬ 
ty,  w'ith  a  degree  of  confidence,  for  his  intcr- 
pcfition  and  relief  ;  being  particularly  careful, 
as  to  hinifelf,  not  to  countenance  flavery 
ever!  by  the  ufe  of  thofe  conveniences  of  lile 
which  were  furhiflied  by  their  libaur. 

He 
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He  was  dcfirous  to  have  his  own,  and  the 
minds  of  others,  redeemed  from  the  pleafures 
and  immoderate  profits  of  this  v/orld,  and  to 
fix  them  on  thofe  joys  which  fade  not  awayj 
his  principal  care  being  after  a  life  of  purity, 
endeavouring  to  avoid  not  only  the  grolTer 
pollutions,  but  thofe  alfo  which,  appearing 
in  a  more  refined  drefs,  are  not  fufficiently 
guarded  again  ft  by  fome  wellidifpofed  peo¬ 
ple.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  re¬ 
markable  for  the  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  of 
his  dr^pfs,  and,  as  much  as  poffible,  iivoided 
the  ufeof  plate,  coftly  furniture,  and  feafting  * 
thereby  endeavouring  to  become  an  exaihple 
of  temperance  and  felf-denial,  which  he  biS- 
lieved  himfelf  called  unto,  and  was  favour¬ 
ed  with  peace  therein,  although  it  carried  the 
appearance  of  great  aufterity  in  the  view  Bf 
fome.  He  was  very  moderate  in  his  charges 
in  the  way  of  bufinefs,  and  in  his  deflres  af¬ 
ter  gain;  and,  though  a  man  of  induftry,  avoid¬ 
ed,  and  ftrove  much  to  lead 'others  out  of  ex¬ 
treme  labour  and  anxioufnefs  after  periftiable 
things;  being  defirous  that  the  ftrength  of 
our  bodies  might  not  be  fpent  in  procuring 
things  unprofitable,  and  that  we  might  ufe 
moderation  and  kindnefs  to  the  brute  animals 
under  our  care,  to  prize  the  uie  of  them  as  a 
great  favour,  and  by  no  means  abufe  them  ; 
that  the  gifts  of  Providence  Ihould  be  thank¬ 
fully  received  and  applied  to  the  ufes  they 
were  defigned  for. 

He  leveral  times  opened  a  fchool  at  Mount- 
Holly,  for  the  inftrurftio.i  of  poor  friends 

children 
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children  and  others,  being  concerned  for  their 
help  and  improvement  therein  :  his  love  and 
care  fox  the  rjfing  youth  among  us  were  truly 
great,  recommending  to  parents  and  thofe 
who  have  the  charge  of  them,  to  choofe  con- 
■fcientious  and  pious  tutors,  faying,  “  It  is  a 
lovely  fight  to  behold  innocent  children,”  and 
that  **  to  labour  for  their  help,  againft  that 
which  would  mar  the  beauty  of -their  minds, 
is  a  debt  we  oweitbem.” 

Hil  miniftry  was  found,  very  deep  and  pene¬ 
trating,  ibmetimes  pointing  out  the  dangerous 
jituation  which  indulgence  and  cuftom  lead 
into  i  frequently  exhorting  others,  efpecially 
the  youth,  .not  to  be  difcouraged  at  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  occur,  but  prefs  after  purity. 
-He  often  exprefled  an  earneft  engagement  that 
pure  wifdom  QL\Xin\d  be  attended  to,  which 
would  lead  into  lowlinefs  of  mind  and  refigna- 
tion  to  the  divine  will,  in  which  ftate  fmall 
■pofifeffions  here  would  be  fufficient. 

In  tranfading  the  affairs  of  difcipline,  his 
judgement  was  found  and  clear,  and  he  was 
very  ufeful  in  treating  with  thofe  who  had 
done  amifs ;  he  vifited  fuch  in  a  private 
way  in  that  plainnefs  which  truth  didates, 
ihewing  great  tendernefs  and  Chriftian  for¬ 
bearance.  He  was  a  conftant  attendcr  of  our 
yearly-meeting,  in  which  he  was  a  good  ex¬ 
ample,  and  particularly  ufeful  ;  affiffing  in 
the  bufinefs  thereof  with  great  weight  and  at¬ 
tention.  He  feveral  times  vifited  moft  of  the 
meetings  of  friends  in  this  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  provinces,  with  the  concurrence  of 
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the  monthly-meeting  to  which  he  belonged, 
and,  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  had  good  fer- 
vice  therein,  generally  or  always  expreffingi 
at  his  return,’  how  it  had  fared  with  him,  and 
the  evidence  of  peace  in  .  his  mind  for  thus 
oerforming  his  duty.  He  was  often  concern¬ 
ed  with  other  friends  in  the  important  fervice 
of  vifiting  families,  which  he  was  enabled  to 
go  through  to  fatisfailion. 

•  In  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  minifters 
and  elders  for  this  quarter,  at  the  foot  of  a 
lift  of  the  members  of  that  meeting,  made 
about  five  years  before  his. death,  we.  find  in 
his  hand  writing  the  following  obfefvations 
and  refledions.  “  As  looking  over  theomi-? 
nutes,  made  by  perfons  who  have  put.  off  this 
body,  hath  fometime  revived  in  me  a  thought 
how  ages  pafs  away ;  fo  this  lift  may  proba¬ 
bly  revive  a  like  thought  in  fome,  when  J  and 
the  reft  of  the  perfons  abovenamed  are;  cen-: 
tered  in  another  ftatc  of  being. — The  Lord,’ 
who  was  the  guide  of  my  youth,  hath  in  ten¬ 
der  mercies  helped  me  hitherto;  he  hath 
healed  me  of  wounds,  he  hath  helped  me  out 
of  grievous  entanglements ;  he  remains  to  be 
the  ftrength  of  my  life  ;  to  whom  I  defire  to 
devote  myfelf  in  time,  and  in  eternity.”— 
Signed,  John  Woolman.  '  ’ 

Iii  the  twelfth  month,  lyyt,  he  acquaint¬ 
ed  this  ineeting  that  he  found  his  mind  drawn 
towards  a  religious  vifit  to’  friends  in  fome 
parts  of  England,  particularly  in  Yorkftiire. " 
In  the  firft  month,  1772,  he  obtained  our  cer--, 
tificate,  which  was  approved  and  eiidorfed  by 
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oar  quarterly  meeting,  and  by  the  half  year’s 
meeting  of  miniffers  and  elders  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  He  embarked  on  his  voyage  in  the 
hfth,  and  arrived  in  London  in  the  fixth, 
month  following,  at  thetime  of  their  annua! 
meeting  in  that  city.  During  his  Oiort  vifit 
to  friends  in  that  kingdom,  we  are  informed 
that  his  fervices  were  acceptable  and  edifying. 
In  his  lad  illnefs  he  uttered  many  lively  and 
comfortable  expreffions,  being  “  perfedfly 
refigned,  having  no  will  either  to  live  or  die,” 
as  appears  by  the  tedimony  of  friends  at  York 
in  Great' Britain,  in  the  fuburbs  whereof,  at 
thehoufe  of  oar  friend,  Thomas  Friedman,  he 
died  of  the  fmali-pox,  on  the  feventh  day  of 
the  tenth  month,  1772,  and  was  buried  in 
friends  burying-ground  in  that  city,  on  the 
ninth  of  the  fame,  after  a  large  and  folid 
meeting  held  on  the  occafion  at  their  great 
meeting-houfe,  aged  near  fifty-two  years  ;  a 
minider  upwards  of  thirty  years,  during 
which  time  he  belonged  to  Mount- Holly 
particular  meeting,  which  he  diligently  at¬ 
tended  when  at  home  and  in  health  of  body, 
and  his  labours  of  love,  and  pious  care  for  the 
profperity  of  friends  in  the:  bleded  truth,  we 
hope  may  not  be  forgotten,  but  that  bis  good 
works  may  be  remembered  to  edification. 

Signed  iV/,  and  by  order  of^  the  /aid  meetings  by 

Samuel  Allinson,  Clerk. 

Read  and  approved  at  our  quarterly-meet¬ 
ing,  held  at  Burlington  the  29ih  of  the  8th 
month,  1774. 

Signs  d^  by  order  of  /aid  meetings 

Daniel  Smith,  Clerk. 
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Hts  birth  and  parentage^  with  fome  account  of 
the  operations  of  divine  grace  on  his  mind  in 
his  youth, — His  firf  appearance  in  the  mint- 
fry — ^  And  his  conf derations y  while  youngy 
on  the  keeping  of  faves. 

t 

IH  A  V  E  often  felt  a  motion  of  love 
to  leave  fome  hints  in  writing  of  my  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  goodnels  of  God ;  and 
now,  in  the  thirty-  hxth  year  of  mj^  age,  I 
begin  this  work. 

I  was  born  in  Northampton,  in  Burling¬ 
ton  county,  Weft-Jerfey,  in  the  year  1720; 
and  before  I  was  feven  years  old  I  began  to 
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be  acquainted  with  the  operations  of  divine 
love.  Through  the  care  of  my  parents,  I  was 
taught  to  read  nearly  as  foon  as  I  was  capable 
'  of  it ;  and,  as  I  went  from  fchool  one  feventh 
I  remember,  while  my  companions  went 
to  play  by  the  way,  I  went  forward  out  of 
^§ht,  and,  fitting  down,  I  read  the  aad  chap- 
tei  of  the  Revelations.  “  He  fhewed  me  a 
“  pure  river  of  water  of  life,  clear  as  chryf- 
“  talj  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God 
**  and  of  the  Lamb,  &c.”  and,  in  reading 
it,  my  mind  was  drawn  to  feek  after  that 
pure  habitation,  which,  I  then  believed,  God 
had  prepared  for  his  fcrvants.  The  place 
where  I  fat,  and  the  fweetnefs  that  attended 
my  mind,  remain  frefh  in  my  memory. 

This,  and  the  like  gracious  vifitations,  had 
that  effed  upon  me,  that,  when  boys  ufed  ill 
language,  it  troubled  me ;  and,  through  the 
continued  mercies  of  God,  I  was  preierved 
from  it. 

The  pious  inftrudions  of  my  parents  were 
often  freih  in  my  mind  when  I  happened  to  be 
among  wicked  children,  and  were  of  ufe  to  me. 
My  parents,  having  a  large  family  of  children, 
ufed  frequently,  on  firfi;  days,  after  meeting, 
to  put  us  to  read  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  or 
fome  religious  books,  one  after  another,  the 
refi:  fitting  by  without  much  converfation ; 
which,  I  have  fince  often  thought,  was  a  good 
pradice.  From  what  I  had  read  and  heard, 
I  believed  there  had  been,  in  paft  ages,  peo¬ 
ple  who  walked  in  uprightnefs  before  God, 
in  a  degree,  exceeding  any  that  I  knew,  or 

heard 
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heard  of,  now  living  :  and  the  apprehenfion 
of  there  being  lefs  fteadinefs  and  firmnefs, 
amongd  people  in  this  age  than  in  paft  ages, 
often  troubled  me  while  I  was  a  child. 

A  thing  remarkable  in  my  childhood  was, 
that  once,  going  to  a  neighbour’s  houfe, 
I  faw,  on  the  way,  a  robin  fitting  on  her 
neft,  and  as  I  came  near  fhe  went  off,  but, 
having  young  ones,  flew  about,  and  with 
many  cries  exprelTed  her  concern  for  them  ; 
I  flood  and  threw  ftones  at  her,  till,  one  flri- 
king  her,  {he  fell  down  dead  :  at  firft  I  was 
pleafed  with  the  exploit,  but  after  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  was  feized  with  horror,  as  having,  in 
a  fportive  way,  killed  an  innocent  creature 
while  {he  was  careful  for  her  young  :  I  be¬ 
held  her  lying  dead,  and  thought  thofe  young 
ones,  for  which  flae  was  fo  careful,  muft  now 
perilh  for  want  of  their  dam  to  nourilh  them'; 
and,  after  fome  painful  confiderations  on. the 
fubjedl,  I  climbed  up  the  tree,  took  all  the 
young  birds,  and  killed  them ;  fuppofing  that 
better  than  to  leave  them,  to  pine  aw^ay  and 
die  miferably:  and  believed,  in  this  c’afe, 
that  fcripture-proverb  was  fulfilled,  “  The 
“  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cruel,”  I 
then  went  on  my  errand,  but,  for  fome 
hours,  could  think  of  little  elfe  but  the  cru¬ 
elties  I  had  commited,  and  was  much  trou¬ 
bled.  Thus  He,  v>^hofe  tender  mercies  are 
over  all  his  works,  hath  placed  a  principle 
in  the  human  mind,  which  incites  to  exer- 
Cife  goodnefs  towards  every  living  creature  ; 
and,  this  being  fingly  attended  to,  people 
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become  tender-hearted  and  fympathifing  j 
but,  being  frequently  and  totally  rejcded,  the 

Sion  “P  ^  contrary  difpo- 

About  the  twelfth  year  of  my  age,  my 
father  being  abroad,  my  mother  reproved 
me  for  fome  mifcondudl,  to  which  I  made 
an  undutiful  reply }  and,  the  next  firft  day, 
as  1  was  with  my  father  returning  from 
meeting,  he  told  me  he  underftood  I  had 
behaved  amifs  to  my  mother,  and  advifed 
me  to  be  more  careful  in  future.  I  knew 
myfelf  blameable,  and  in  fhame  and  confu- 
lion  remained  filent.  Being  thus  awakened 
to  a  lenfe  of  my  wickednefs,  I  felt  remorle 
in  my  mind,  and,  getting  home,  I  retired  and 
prayed  to  the  Lord  to  forgive  me ;  and  do 
not  remember  that  I  ever,  after  that,  fpoke 
unhandfomely-to  either  of  my  parents,  how¬ 
ever  foolifh  in  fome  other  things. 

Having  attained  the  age  of  fixteen  years, 

I  began  to  love  wanton  company  ;  and  though 
I  was  preferved  from  profane  language,  or 
fcandalous  conduft,  ftill  I  perceived  a  plant  in 
me  which  produced  much  wild  grapes;  yet  my 
merciful  Father  forfook  me  not  utterly,  but,, 
at  times,  through  his  grace,  1  was  brought 
ferioufly  to  confider  my  ways ;  and  the  fight 
of  my  backflidings  afteiled  me  with  forrow ; 
but,  for  want  of  rightly  attending  to  the  re¬ 
proofs  of  inftrudlion,  vanity  was  added  to 
vanity,  and  repentance  to  repentance  :  upon 
the  whole,  my  mind'was  more  and  more  ali¬ 
enated  from  the  truth,  and  I  haftened  to¬ 
ward 
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ward  deftrudion.  While  I  meditate  on  the 
gulph  towards  which  I  travelled,  and  refled 
on  my  youthful  difobedience,  for  thefe  things 
I  weep,  mine  eyes  run  down  with  water- 

Advancing  in  age,  the  number  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintances  increafed,  and  thereby  my  way 
grew  more  difficult :  though  I  had  found 
comfort  in  reading  the  holy  fcriptures,  and 
thinking  on  heavenly  things, «  I  was'  now 
eftranged  therefrom  :  I  knew  I  was  going 
from  the  flock  of  Chrift,  and  had  no  refolu^ 
tion  to  return  I  hence  ferious  refledions  were 
uneafy  to  me,  and  youthful  vanities  and  di^ 
verflons  my  greateft  pleafure.  Running  in 
this  road  I  found  many  like  myfelf ;  and  we 
aflbciated  in  that  which  is  reverfe  to  true 
friendffiip- 

But  in  this  fwift  race  it  pleafed  God  to  vi- 
fit  me  with  ficknefs,  fo  that  I  doubted  of 
recovering ;  and  then  did  darknefs,  horror, 
and  amazement,  with  full  force,  feize  me, 
even  when  my  pain  and  diftrefs  of  body  was 
very  great-  I  thought  it  would  have  been 
better  for  me  never  to  have  had  a  being,  than 
to  fee  the  day  which  I  now  faw.  I  was  filled 
with  confufion  ;  and  in  great  afflidion,  both 
of  mind  and  body,  I  lay  and  bewailed  my¬ 
felf,  1  had  not  confidence  to  lift  up  my  cries 
to  God,  whom  I  had  thus  offended  5  but,  in 
a  deep  fenfe  of  my  great  folly,  1  was  hum¬ 
bled  before  him  :  and,  at  length,  that  Word 
which  is  as  a  fire  and  a  hammer,  broke  and 
diflblved  my  rebellious  heart,  and  then  rny 
cries  were  put  up  in  contrition  ,  and  in  the 
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multitude  Df  his  mercies  I  found  inward  re- 

tifac  ^1  a  clofe  engagement,  that,  if  he 
was  pleafed  to  reftore  my'  health,  I  might 
walk  humbly  before  him.  ^ 

After  my  recovery,  this  exercife  remained 
with  me  a  confiderable  timej  but,  by  de¬ 
grees,  giving  way  to  youthful  vanities,  they 
gained  Ifrength,  and,  getting  with  wanton 
young  people,  I  loft  ground.  The  Lord  had 
been  very  gracious,  and  fpoke  peace  to  me 
in  the  time  of  my  diftrefs  j  and  I  now  moft 
ungratefully  turned  again  to  folly  j  on  which 
account,  at  times,  I  felt  fliarp  reproof.  I 
was  not  fo  hardy  as  to  commit  things  fcan- 
dalousj  but  to  exceed  in  vanity,  and  pro¬ 
mote  mirth,  was  my  chief  ftudy.  Still  I  re¬ 
tained  a  love  for  pious  people,  and  their  com¬ 
pany  brought  an  awe  upon  nic.  My  dear  pa¬ 
rents,  feveral  times,  admonifhed  me  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  their  admonition  enter¬ 
ed  into  my  heart,  and  had  a  good  effed  for  a 
leafon  j  but,  not  getting  deep  enough  to  pray . 
rightly,  the  tempter,  when  he  came,  found 
entrance,  I  remember  once,  having  Ipent 
a  part  of  the  day  in  wantonnels,  as  I  went  to 
bed  at  night,  there  lay  in  a  window,  near  my 
bed,  a  bible,  which  I  opened,  and  firft  caft 
my  eye  on  this  text,  “  we  lie  down  in  our 
ftiame,  and  our  confufion  covers  us }“  this 
I  knew  to  be  my  cafe  :  and,  meeting  wiih  fo 
unexpeded  a  reproof,  I  was  fomewhat  affed- 
ed  with  it,  and  went  to  bed  under  remorfe  of 
confcience  j  which  I  foon  caft  off  again. 

Thus 
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Thus  time  paffed  on  :  my  heart  was  reple- 
nifhed  with  mirth  and  wantonnefs,  and 
pleafing  fcenes  of  vanity  were  prefented  to 
my  imagination,  till  I  attained  the  age  of 
eighteen  years ;  near  which  time  I  felt  the 
judgements  of  God,  in  my  foul,  like  a  con- 
fuming  fire  j  and,  looking  over  my  part  life, 
the  profpedl  was  moving.  —  I  was  often  fad, 
and  longed  to  be  delivered  from  thofe  vani¬ 
ties ;  then  again,  my  heart  was  ftrongly  in¬ 
clined  to  them,  and  there  was  in  me  a  fore 
confli<a  :  at  times  I  turned  to  folly,  and  then, 
again,  forrow  and  confufion  took  hold  of 
me.  In  a  while,  I  refolved  totally  to  leave  off 
fome  of  my  vanities  j  but  there  was  a  fecret 
referve,  in  my  heart,  of  the  more  refined  part 
of  them,  and  I  was  not  low  enough  to  find 
true  peace.  Thus,  for  fome  months,  I  had 
great  troubles ;  there  remaining  in  me  an  un- 
fubjedted  will,  which  rendered  my  labours 
fruitlefs,  till  at  length,  through  the  merciful 
continuance  of  heavenly  vifitations,  I  was 
made  to  bow  down  in  fpirit  before  the  Lord. 
I  remember  one  evening  I  had  fpent  fome 
time  in  reading  a  pious  author  ;  and  walking 
out  alone,  I  humbly  prayed  to  the  Lord  for 
his  help,  that  I  might  be  delivered  from  all 
thofe  vanities  which  fo  enfnared  me.  Thus, 
being  brought  low,  he  helped  me  ;  and,  as  I 
learned  to  bear  the  crofs,  I  felt  refrelhment  to 
come  from  his  prefence;  but,  not  keeping  in 
that  ftrength  which  gave  vidlory,  I  loft  ground 
again;  the  fenfe  of  which  greatly  affedled 
me :  and  I  fought  defarts  and  lonely  places, 

and 
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and  th^ere,  with  tears,  did  confefs  my  fins  to 
God,  and  humbly  craved  help  of  him.  And, 
,  1  may  fay,  with  reverence,  he  was  near  to  me 
»n  my  troubles,  and  in  thofe  times  of  humi¬ 
liation  opened  my  ear  to  difcipUne.  I  was 
now  led  to  look  ferioufly  at  the  means  by 
jvhtch  I  was  drawn  from  the  pure  truth,  and 
learned  this,  that,  if  I  would  live  in  the  life 
which  the  faithful  fervants  of  God  lived  in, 
I  mufi:  not  go  into  company  as  heretofore  in 
my  own  will;  but  all  the  .cravings  ^of  fenfe 
mull  be  governed  by  a  divine  principle.  In 
times  of  forrow  and  abafement  thefe  inftruc- 
tions  were  fealed  upon  me,  and,  I  felt  the 
power  of  Chrill  prevail  over  felfith  defires,  fo 
that  I  was  preferved  in  a  good  degree  of  flea- 
dinefs  j  and,  being  young,  and  believing,  at 
that  time,  that  a  fingle  life  was  beft  for  me,  I 
was  flrengthened  to  keep  from  fuch  company 
as  had  often  been  a  fnare  to  me. 

I  kept  fleadily  to  meetings  ;  fpent  firft  days 
afternoons  chiefly  in  reading  the  fcriptures  and 
other  good  books  j  and  was  early  convinced, 
m  my  mind,  that  true  religion  confided  in  an 
inward  life,  wherein  the  heart  doth'  love  and 
reverence  God  the  Creator,  and  learns  to  ex-, 
ercife  true  juflice  and  goodnefe,  not  only  to¬ 
ward  all  men,  but  alfo  toward  the  brute  crea¬ 
tures. — That,  as  the  mind  was  moved, 'by  an 
inward  principle,  to  love  God  as  an  invifible 
incomprehenfible  Being,  by  the  fame  princi¬ 
ple  it  was  moved  to  love  him  in  all  his  mani- 
feflations  in  the  vifible  world, — That,  as  by 
his  breath  the  flame  of  life  was  kindled  in 
J  all 
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all  animal  fenfible  creatures,  to  fay  we  love 
God,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  exercife  cruelty 
toward  the  leaft  creature,  is  a  contradidlion  ia 
itfelf. 

I  found  no  narrownefs  refpedling  fedts  anrf 
opinions  j  but  believed,  that  fincere  upright- 
hearted  people,  in  every  fociety  who  truly 
love  God,  were  accepted  of  him.  ,  , 

As  I  lived  under  the  crofs,  and  fimply  fol¬ 
lowed  the  openings  of  truth,  my  mind,  from 
day  to  day,  was  more  enlightened  ;  my  for-, 
mer  acquaintance  were  left  to  judge  of  me  aa 
they  would,  for  I  found  it  fafefl  for  me  tQ 
live  in  private",  and  keep  thefe  things  fealfid 
up  in  my  own  bread.  While  I  filently  pon-^ 
der  on  that  change  wrought  in  me,  I  find! no 
language  equal  to  it,  nor  any  means  to  con¬ 
vey  to  another  a  clear  idea  of  it.  I  looked 
upon  the  works  of  God  in  this  vifible  crea¬ 
tion,  and  an  awfulnefs  covered  me  ;  my  heart 
was  tender  and  often  contrite,  and  univerfal 
love  to  my  fellow-creatures  increafed  in  me  : 
this  will  be  underftood  by  fuch  as  have 
trodden  the  fame  path.  Some  glances  of  real 
beauty  may  be  feen  in  their  faces,  who  dwell 
in  true  meeknefs. 

There  is  a  harmony  in  the  found  of  that 
voice  to  which  divine  love  gives  utterance, 
and  fome  appearance  of  right  order  in  their 
temper  and  condudt,  whofe  paffions  are  re¬ 
gulated  ;  yet  all  thefe  do  not  fully  (hew  forth 
that  inward  life  to  fuch  as  have  not  felt  it : 
but  this  white  done  and  new  name  is  known 
rightly  to  fuch  only  as  have  it. 

Though 
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^  Though  I  had  been  thus  ftrengthened 'to 
bear  the  crofs,  I  ftill  found  myfelf  in  great 
danger,  having  many  weakneffes  attending 
me,  and  ftrong  temptations  to  wreftle  with  • 
in  the  feeling  whereof  I  frequently  withdrew 
into  private  places,  and  often  with  tears  be-  ’ 
fought  the  Lord  to  help  me,  whofe  gracious 

All  this  time  I  lived  with  my  parents,  and 
wrought  on  the  plantation  and,  having  had 
Ichooling  pretty  well  for  a  planter,  I  ufed  to 
improve  it  in  winter- evenings,  and  other  lei- 
fore  times  j  and,  being  now  in  the  twenty- 
nrft  year  of  my  age,  a  man,  in  much  bufi- 
nefs  at  fhop-keeping  and  baking,  afked  me, 
if  I  would  hire  with  him  to  tend  /hop  and 
keep  books,  I  acquainted  my  father  with 
the  propofal ;  and,  after  fome  deliberation,  it 
was  agreed  for  me  to  go, 

At  home  I  had  lived  retired  ;  and  now,  ha¬ 
ving  a  profpe£t  of  being  much  in  the  way  of 
company,  I  felt-  frequent  and  fervent  cries  in 
my  heart  to  God,  the  father  of  mercies,  that 
he  would  preferve  me  from  all  corruption ; 
that,  in  this  more  public  employment,  I 
might  ferve  him,  my  gracious  Redeemer,  in 
that  humility  and  felf-denial,  with  which  I 
had  been,  in  a  fmall  degree,  exercifed  in  a 
more  private  life.  The  man,  who  employed 
me,  furni/hed  a  /hop  in  Mount-Holly,  about 
five  miles  from  my  father’s  houfe,  and  fix 
from  his  own ;  and  there  I  lived  alone,  and 
tended  his  /hop.  Shortly  after  my  /ettlement 
here  I  was  vifited  by  feveral  young  people, 

my 
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my  former  acquaintance,  who  knew  not  but 
vanities  would  be  as  agreeable  to  me  now  as 
ever;  and,  at  thefe  times,  I  cried  to  the 
Lord,  in  fecret,  for  wifdom  and  ftrength ;  for 
I  felt  myfelf  encompaffed  with  difficulties, 
and  had  freffi  occafion  to  bewail  the  follies  of 
time  paft,  in  contrailing  a  familiarity  with 
libertine  people :  and,  as  I  had  now  left  my 
father’s  houfe  outwardly,  I  found  my  heaven¬ 
ly  Father  to  be  merciful  to  me  beyond  what 
I  can  exprefs. 

By  day  I  was  much  among  ft  people,  and 
had  many  trials  to  go  through ;  but,  in  the 
evenings,  I  was  moftly  alone,  and  may  with 
thankfulnefs  acknowledge,  that,  in  thofe 
times,  the  fpirit  of  fupplication  was  often 
poured  upon  me  ;  under  which  I  was  fre¬ 
quently  exercifed,  and  felt  my  ftrength  re¬ 
newed.  '  vf 

In  a  few  months  after  I  came  here,  my 

mafter  bought  feveral  Scotchmen,  fervants,  from 
on-board  a  veffel,  and  brought  them  to  Mount- 
Holly  to  fell ;  one  of  which  was  taken  fick, 
and  died. 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  ficknefs,  he,  being 
delirious,  ufed  to  curfe  and  fwear  moft  for- 
rowfully ;  and,  the  next  night  after  his  buri¬ 
al,  I  was  left  to  fleep  alone  in  the  fame  cham¬ 
ber  where  he  died  ;  I  perceived  in  me  a  timo- 
roufnefs  ;  I  knew,  however,  I  had  not  injured 
the  man,  but  affifted  in  taking  care  of  him 
according  to  my  capacity  ;  and  was  not  free 
to  alk  any  one,  on  that  occafion,  to  fleep  with 
me :  nature  was  feeble ;  but  every  trial  was 
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a  frcfh  incitement  to  give  myfelf  up  wholly 
to  the  fervice  of  God,  for  I  found  no  helper 
like  him  in  times  of  trouble.  , 

;  After  a  while,  my  former  acquaintance  gave 
over  expedling  me  as  one  of  their  company  j 
and  I  began  to  be  known  to  Ibme  whole  con- 
verfation  was  helpful  to  me :  and  now,  as  I 
had  experienced  the  love  of  God,  through 
Jelus  Chrift,  to  redeem  me  from  many  pol¬ 
lutions,  and  to  be  a  fuccour  to  me  through 
a  lea  of  conflidts,  with  which  no  perfon  was 
fully  acquainted  ;  and  as  my  heart  was  often 
enlarged  in  this  heavenly  principle,  I  felt  a 
tender  compaffion  for  the  youth,  who  re¬ 
mained  entangled  in  fnares,  like  thofe  which 
had  entangled  me  from  one  time  to  another  : 
this  love  and  tendernels  increafed  j  and  my 
mind  was  more  ftrongly  engaged  for  the  good 
of  my  fellow-creatures.  I  went  to  meetings 
in  an  awful  frame  of  mind,  and  endeavoured  to 
be  inwardly  acquainted  with  the  language  of 
the  true  Shepherd  j  and,  one  day,  being  un¬ 
der  a  ftrong  exercife  of  fpirit,  I  flood  up,  and 
faid  fome  words  in  a  meeting  ;  but,  not  keep¬ 
ing  clofe  to  the  divine  opening,  I  faid  more 
than  was  required  of  me  and  being  foon  fen- 
fible  of  my  error,  I  was  afflided  in  mind  fome 
weeks,  without  any  light  or  comfort,  even 
to  that  degree  that  I  could  not  take  fatisfac- 
tion  in  any  thing :  I  remembered  God,  and 
was  troubled,  and,  in  the  depth  of  my  dif- 
trefs,  he  had  pity  upon  me,  and  fent  ^the 
Comforter  :  I  then  felt  forgivenefs  for  my  of¬ 
fence;  and  my  mind ;  became  calm  and  quiet. 
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being  truly  thankful  to  /my  gracious  Re¬ 
deemer  for  his  mercies  ;  and,  after  this,  feel¬ 
ing  the  fpring  of  divine  love  opened,  and  a 
concern  to  fpeak,  I  faid  a  few  words  in  a 
meeting,  in  v^hich  1  found  peace  j  this,  I 
believe,  was  about  fix  weeks  from  the  firft 
time ;  and,  as  I  was  thus  humbled  and  difi- 
ciplined  under  the  crofs,  my  underftanding 
became  more  ftrengthened  to  diftinguilh  the 
pure  fpirit  which  inwardly  moves  upon  the 
heart,  and  taught  me  to  wait  in  filence  fome- 
times  many  weeks  together,  until  1  felt  that 
rife  which  prepares  the  creature. 

From  an  inward  purifying,  and  lledfaft 
abiding  under  it,  fprings  a  lively  operative 
defire  for  the  good  of  others :  all  the  faith¬ 
ful  are  not  called  to  the  public  miniftry  j  but 
whoever  are,  are  called  to  minifter  of  that 
which  they  have  tailed  and  handled  fpiritu- 
ally.  The  outward  modes  of  worlhip  are  va¬ 
rious  ;  but,  wherever  any  are  true  minifters 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  it  is  from  the  operation  of 
his  fpirit  upon  their  hearts,  firft  purifying 
them,'  and  thus  giving  them  a  juft  fenfe  of 
the  conditions  of  others. 

This  truth  was  early  fixed  in  my  mind  j 
and  1  was  taught  to  watch  the  pure  opening, 
and  to  take  heed,  left,  while  1  was  ftanding 
to  fpeak,  my  own  will  Ihould  get  uppermoft, 
and  caufe  me  to  utter  words  from  worldly 
wifdom,  and  depart  from  the  channel  of  the 
Irue  gofpel-miniftry. 

In  the  management  of  my  outward  affairs, 
I  may  fay,  with  thankfulnefs,  I  found  truth 

to 
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to  be  my  fupport ;  and  f  was  refpedled  in  my 
mafter’s  family,  who  came  to  live  in  Mount- 
Holly  within  two  years  after  my  going  there. 

About  the  twenty-third  year  of  my  age,  I 
had  many  frelh  and  heavenly  openings,  in 
refped;  to  the  care  and  providence  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  over  his  creatures  in  general,  and 
over  man  as  the  moft  noble  among  ft  thofe 
which  are  vifible.  And  being  clearly  con¬ 
vinced  in  my  judgement,  that  to  place  my 
whole  truft  in  God  was  beft  for  me,  I  felt  re¬ 
newed  engagements,  that  in  all  things  I  might 
a£l  on  an  inward  principle  of  virtue,  and 
purfue  worldly  bufinefs  no  farther,  than  as 
truth  opened  my  way  therein. 

About  the  time  called  Chriftmas,  I  obfer- 
ved  many  people  from  the  country,  and  dwell¬ 
ers  in  town,  who,  reforting  to  public-houfes, 
fpent  their  time  in  drinking  and  vain  fports, 
tending  to  corrupt  one  another ;  on  which 
account  I  was  much  troubled.  At  one  houfe, 
in  particular,  there  was  much  diforder  j  and  I 
believed  it  was  a  duty  incumbent  on,  me  to  go 
and  fpeak  to.the  mafter  of  that  houfe.  I  con- 
iidered  I  was  young,  and  that  feveral  elderly 
friends  in  town  had  opportunity  to  fee  thefe 
things  }  but  though  I  would  gladly  have  been 
excufed,  yet  I  could  not  feel  my  mind  clear. 

The  exercile  was  heavy :  and  as  I  was  read¬ 
ing  what  the  Almighty  faid  to  Ezekiel,  re-, 
fpedling  his  duty  as  a  watchman,  the  matter 
was  fet  home  more  clearly ;  and  then,  with 
prayers  and  tears,  I  befought  the  Lord  for 
his  affiftance,  who,  in  loving-kindnefs,  gave 
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me  a  refigned  heart :  then,  at  a  fuitable  op^ 
portunity,  I  went  to  the  public-houfe;  andp 
leeing  the  man  amongft  much  company,  I 
went  to  him,  and  told  him,  I  wanted  to  fpeak 
with  him  j  lb  we  went  afide,  and  there,  in 
the  fear  of  the  Almigiity,  I  expreffed  to  him 
what  refted  on  my  mind ;  which  he  tdok 
kindly,  and  afterward-  ftiew'ed  more  regard' 
to  me  than  before.  In  a  few  years  after¬ 
wards  he  died,  middle-aged ;  and  I  often 
thought  that,-  had^  P  negleded  my  duty  in- 
that  cafe,  it  wbuld‘  have  given  me  gteat 
trouble  5  and  I  was  humbly  thankful  to  my 
gracious  Father,  who  had  fupported  me  here¬ 
in. 

My  employer,  having  a  negro- woman,  fold 
her,  and  defred  me  to  write  a  bill  of  fale, 
the  man  being  waiting  who  bought  her:  the 
thi  ng  was  fudden  ;  ‘and,  though  the  thoughts 
of  writing  an  inflrument  of  flavery  for  one 
of  my  fellow-creatures  felt  uneafy,  yet  I  re¬ 
membered  I  was  hired  by  the  year,  that  it 
Was  my  mafter  who  directed  me  to  do  it,  and 
that  it  was  an  elderly  man,  a  member  of  our 
fociety,  who  bought  her ;  fo,  through  weak- 
nefs,  I  gave  way,  and  wrote;  but,  at  the 
executing  it,  I  was  fo  afflifted  in  my  mind, 
that  I  faid,  before  my  mafter  and  the  friend, 
that  I  bfelieved  flave-keeping  to  be  a  practice 
inconfiftent  with  the  Chriftian  religion  :  this 
in  fome  degree  abated  my  uneafinefs ;  yet,  as 
often  as  I  refledled  ferioufly  upon  it,  I  thought^ 
I  fhould  have  been  clearer,  if  I  had  defired  to'^ 
have  been  excufed  from  it,  as  a  thing  againft”^ 
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my  confcience  ;  for  fueh  it  was.  And,  fome 
time  after  this,  a  young  man,  of  our  fociety, 
ipoke  to  me  to  write  a  conveyance  of  a  flave 
to  him,  he  having  lately  taken  a  negro  into 
his  houfe  :  I  told  him  I  was  not  eafy  to  write 
it ;  for,  though  many  of  our  meeting  and  in 
other  places  kept  Haves,  rftill  believed  the 
pradlice  was  not  right,  and  delired  to  be  ex- 
cufed  from  the  writing.  I  fpoke  to  him  in 
good  will;  and  he  told  me  that  keeping  flaves 
was  not  altogether  agreeable  to  his  mind ; 
but  that  the  flave  being  a  gift  to  his  wife,  he 
had  accepted  of  her. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Mis  fir jl  journey^  on  a  religious  vifity  info  Eafi^ 
J^nfiey^  in  cofnpany  with  Abraham  Earring-^ 
f  on— His  thoughts  on  merchandizings  and  bis 
learning  a  trade — His  fecond  journeys  with 
Ifaac  Andrews s  into  <  Pennjylvanias  Mary-- 
land,  Virginias  and  North--  Carolina.  —  His 
third  journeys  with  Peter  Andrews^  through 
part  oj  JV ?Jt  and  Eaft  Jerfey — Some  account 
of  his  Jifier  Elizabeth ^  and  her  death— His 
fourth  journeys  with  Peter  Andrews ^  through 
New-Tork  and  Long-Ijlandy  to  New-Eng-> 
land  —  And  his  fifth  journeys  with  ^ohn 
Sykess  to  the  eafiern  Poore  of  Ma?y lands  and 
the  lower  counties  on  Delaware* 

V/¥Y  efteetned  friend,  Abraham  Farrlng- 
X  ton,  being  about  to  make  a  vifit  to 
friends  on  the  eallern  fide  of  this  province, 
and  having  no  companion,  he  propofed  to 
me  to  go  with  him  ;  and,  after  a  conference 
with  lome  elderly  friends,  I  agreed  to  go  : 
we  fet  out  the  hfih  day  of  the  ninth  month, 
in  the  year  174“^  ;  had  an  evening-meeting  at 
a  tavern  in  Brunfwick,  a  town  in  which  none 
of  our  fociety  dwelt ;  the  room  was  foil, 
and  the  people  quiet.  Thence  to  Amboy,  and 
had  an  evening- meeting  in  the  court-houfe  ; 
to  which  many  people  came,  amongft  whom 
were  fevcral  members  of  the  affembly,  they 
being  in  town  on  public  affairs  of  the  pro- 
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vince  :  in  both  thefe  meetings  my  ancient 
companion  was  enlarged  to  preach,  in  the 
love  of  the  gofpel.  Thence  we  w’ent  to  Wood- 
bridge,  Raway,  and  Plainfield  ;  and  had  fix 
or  feven  meetings  in  places  where  meetings 
of  friends  are  not  ufually  held,  being  made 
up  chiefly  of  prefbyterians ;  and  my  beloved 
companion  was  frequently  ftrengthened  to 
publifh  the  word  of  life  ampngft  them :  as 
for  me,  I  was  often  filent;  and,  when  I  fpake, 
it  was  with  much  care,  that  I  might  ipealc 
only  what  truth  opened  :  and  I  learned  ibme 
profitable  lelTons.  <— We  were  out  about  two 
weeks. 

Near  this,  time,  being  on  fome  outward  bu- 
•  linefs  in  which  feveral  families  were  concern¬ 
ed,  and  whjch  was  attended  with  difficulties, 
fome  things  relating  thereto  not  being  clearly 
ftated,  nor  rightly  under  flood  by  all,  there 
arofe  fome  heat  in  the  minds  of  the  parties, 
and  one  valuable  friend  got  off  his  watch  j 
I  had  a  great  regard  for  him,  and  felt  a  flrdng 
inclination,  after  matters  were  fettled,  to  fpeak 
to  him  concerning  his  condudl  in  that  cafe  t 
but  I  being  a  youth,  and  he  far  advanced  in 
age  and  experience,  my  way  appeared  diffi¬ 
cult  ;  but,  after  fome  days  deliberation,  and 
inward,  feeking  to  the  Lord  for  affiflance,  I 
was  made  fubjed ;  fo  that  I  exprefled  what  lay 
upon  me  in  a  way  which  became  my  youth 
and  his  years  :  and,  though  it  was  a  hard  taflc 
to  me,  it  was  well  taken,  and,  I  believe,  was 
ufeful  to  us  both. 
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Having  now  been  feveral  years  with  my 
employer,  and  he  doing  lefs  at  merchandize 
than  heretofore,  I  was  thoughtful  of  fome 
other  way  of  bufinefs  ;  perceiving  merchan¬ 
dize  to  be  attended  with  much  cumberi  in 
the  way  of  trading  in  thefe  parts. 

My  mind,  through  the  power  of  truth,  was 
in  a  good  degree  weaned  from  the  defire  of 
outward  greatnefs,  and  I  was  learning  to  be 
content  with  real  conveniences,’  that  were 
not  coftlyj  fo  that  a  way  of  life,  free  from 
much  entanglement,  appeared  beft  for  me, 
though  the  income  might  be  frhall.  I  had  fe¬ 
veral  offers  of  bufinefs  that  appeared  profita¬ 
ble,  but  did  not  fee  my  way  clear  to  accept 
of  them  ;  as  believing  the  bufinefs  pfbpofed 
would  be  attended  with  more  outward  care 
than  was  required  of  me  to  engage  in. 

I  faw  that  a  humble  man,  with  the  blefling 
of  the  Lord,  might  live  on  a  little :  and  that 
where  the  heart  was  fet  on  greatnefs,  fuccefs 
in  bufinefs  did  not  fatisfy  the  craving  ;  but 
that  commonly,  with  an  increafe  of  wealth, 
the  defire  of  wealth  increafed.  There  was  a 
care  on  my  mind  fo  to  pafs  my  time,  that 
nothing  might  hinder  me  from  the  mofi; 
fteady  attention  to  the  voice  of  the  true  Shep¬ 
herd.  ,  , 

My  employer,  though  now  a  retailer  of 
goods,  was  by  trade  a  taylor,  and  kept  a 
fervant-mah  at  that  bufinefs  j  and  I  began 
to  think  about  learning  the  trade,  expedting 
that,  if  I  fhould  fettle,  I  might,  by  this  trade 
and  a  little  retailing  of  goods,  get  a  living- 
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in  a  plain,  way,  without  the  load  of  great 
bufinefs  ;  I  mentioned  it  to  my  employer, 
and  we  foon  agreed  on  terms ;  and  then, 
when  I  had  leifure  from  the  affairs  of  mer¬ 
chandize,  I  worked  with  his  man.  I  believed 
the  hand  of  Providence  pointed  out  this  bu¬ 
finefs  for  me  ;  and  was  taught  to  be  content 
vyhh  i.,  though  I  felt,  at  tLs.  a  difpor.tion 
that  would  have  fought  for  fomething  great¬ 
er.:  but,  through  the  revelation  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  I  had  feen  the  happinefs  of  humility, 
and  there  was  an  earneft  defire  in  me  to  en¬ 
ter  deep  into  it  ;  and,  at  times,  this  defire 
arofe  to  a  degree  of  fervent  fupplication, 
wherein  my  foul  was  fo  environed  with  hea¬ 
venly  light  and  confolation,  that  things  were 
made  eafy  to  me  which  had  been  otherwife. 

After  fome  time,  my  employer  s  wife  died; 
fhe  was  a  virtuous  woman,  and  generally  be¬ 
loved  of  her  neighbours  :  and,  foon  after  this, 
he  left  fhopkeeping,  and  we  parted.  I  then 
wrought  at  my  trade,  as  a  taylor  ;  carefully 
attended  meetings  for  worfhip  and  difcipline; 
and  found  an  enlargement  of  gofpel-love  in 
my  mind,  and  therein  a  concern  to  vifit 
friends  in  fome  of  the  back-fettlements  of 
Pennlylvania  and  Virginia;  and,  beingthought- 
ful  about  a  companion,  I  exprefled  it  to  my 
beloved  friend,  Ifaac  Andrews,  who  then  told 
roe  chat  he  had  drawings  to  the  fame  places; 
alfo  to  go  through  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
Carolina.  After  confiderable  time  pad:,  and 
feveral  conferences  with  him,  I  felt  eafy  to 
accompany  him  throughout,  if  way  opened 

for 
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for  it.  I  opened  the  cafe  in  our  monthly 
meeting ;  and,  friends  expreffing  their  unity 
therewith,  we  obtained  certificates-  to  travel 
as  companions  ;  his  from  Haddonfield;  and 
mine  from  Burlington.  .  ;  >  ■  i 

We  left  our  province  on  the  twelfth  day 
of  the  third  month,  in  the  year  1746,  “and 
had  feveral  meetings  in  the  upper  part  of 
Chefter  county,  and  hear  Lancafter ;  in  fome 
of  which,  -the  love  of  Chrift  prevailed-,  uni¬ 
ting' us  together  in  his  fervice.  Then '  we 
croffed  the  river  Sufquehannah,  and  had-  fe¬ 
veral  meetings  in  a  new  fettlement,  called 
the  Red-Lands  ;  the  oldeft  of  which,  as  I 
was  informed,  did  not  exceed  ten  years.  ■  It 
is  the  poorer  fort  of  people  that  commonly 
begin  to  improve  remote  defarts  :  with  a 
fmall  ftock  they  have  houfes  to  build,  lands 
to  clear  and  fence,  corn  to  raife,  clothes  to 
provide,  and  children  to  educate;  that- friends, 
who  vilit  fuch,  may  well  fympathife  with 
them  in  their  hardfhips  in  the  wildernefs; 
and  though  the  beft  entertairiment  fuch  can 
give  may  feem  coarfe  to  fom'e  who  are  ufed 
to  cities,  or  old  fettled  places,  it  becomes  the 
dilciples  of  Chrift  to  be  content  with  it.  Our 
hearts  were  fometimes  enlarged  in  the  love 
of  our  heavenly  Father  amongft  thefe  people; 
and  the  fweet  influence  ot  his  fpirit  fup- 
ported  us  through  fome  difiiculties  :  to  him 
be  the  praife  ! 

We  paffed  on  to  Manoquacy,  Fairfax, 
Hopewell,  and  Shanando,  and  had  meet¬ 
ings ;  fome  of  which  were  comfortable  and 

C  4  edifying. 


edifying*  From  Shanando  we  fet  off  in  the 
'^fternpon  for  the  old  fettiements  of  friends  in 
Virginia ;  and,  the  firft  night,  we,  with  our 
pUot,  lodged  in  the  woods,  our  horfes  feed- 
ing  near  us;  but  he,  being  poorly  provided 
-^with  a  horle,  and  we  young  and  having  aood 
Rories,  were  free  the  next  day  to  part  with 
him;  and  did  fp.  In  two  days  after,  we 
reached  to  our  friend  John  Cheagle*s,  *in  Virr 
*  ginia ,  fo  we  took  the  meetings  un  our  way 
rhrough  Virginia;  were,  in  fome  degree, 
baptized  into  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  condif 
dons  of  the  people;  and  our  exercife  in  ge¬ 
neral  was  more  painful  in  thefe  old  fettle- 
ments,  than  it  iiad  been  amongft  the  back 
inhabitants  ;  but,  through  the  goodneis  of 
pur  heavenly  Father,  the  well  of  living-wa¬ 
ters  was,  at  times,  opened  to  our  encou- 
:  ragement-  and  the  refrefhment  of  thefincere^ 
hearted.  We  went  on  to  Perquimons,  in 
-  biOrth-Carolina;  had  feveral  meetings,  which 
were  large ;  and  found  fome  openneis  in 
thofe  parts,  and  a  hopeful  appearance  amongft 
the  young  people.  So  we  turned  again  to 
Virginia,  and  attended  moft  of  the  meetings 
which  we  had  not  been  at  before,  labouring 
amongft  friends  in  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  ability  Vs^as  given  :  and  thence  went  to  the 
mountains,  up  James-River,  to  a  new  fettle- 
ment ;  and  had  feveral  meetings  amongft  the 
people,  fome  of  whom  had  lately  joined  in 
memberftiip  with  our  fociety. 

In  our  journeying  to  and  fro,  we  found 
fome  honeft-he^rted  iricnds,  who  appeared 
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to  be  concerned  for  the  eaufe  of  truth  among 
a  backfliding  people. 

From  Virginia,  we  crotfled  over  the  river 
Patowmac,  at  Hoc’s  ferry,  "  and  made  a  gene¬ 
ral  vhit  to  the  meetings  of  friends  on  .the 
wefterri  (bore  of  IVIaryland  j  and  were  at 
their  quarterly  meeting.  We  had  fome  hard 
labour  amongft  them,  endeavouring  to  dif- 
charge  our  duty  honeftly  as  way  opened,  in 
the  love  of  truth  :  and  thence  taking  fundry 
meetings  in  our  way,  we  paffed  homeward  j 
where,  through  the  favour  of  divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  we  reached  the  fixteenth  day  of  the 
fixth  month,  in  the  year  1746;  and  I  may 
fay  that,  through  the  affiftance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  my  companion  and  I  travelled  in  har¬ 
mony,  and  parted  in  the  nearnefs  of  true 
brotherly  love. 

Two  things  were  remarkable  to  me  in  this 
journey  :  firft,  in  regard  to  my  entertain¬ 
ment  when  I  ate,  drank,  and  lodged  free- 
coft  with  people,  who  lived  in  eafe  on  the  *  ■ 
hard  labour  of  their  flaves,  I  felt  uneafy ; 
and,  as  my  mind  was  inward  to  the  Lord,  I 
found,  from  place  to  place,  this  uneafinefs 
return  upon  me,  at  times,  through  the  whole 
vifit.  Where  the  mailers  bore  a  good  lhare 
of  the  burthen,  and  lived  frugally,  fo  that 
their  fervants  were  well  provided  for,  and 
their  labour  moderate,  I  felt  more  eafy ;  but 
where  they  lived  in  a  coftly  way,  and  laid 
heavy  burthens  on  their  flaves,  my  exercife 
was  often  great,  and  I  frequently  had  con- 
vcrfation  with  them,  in  private,  concerning 

it. 
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It.  Secondly:  this  trade  of  importing  Haves 

from  their  native  country  being  much  en- 
.  couraged  amongft  them,  and  the  white  peo- 

pl?  and  their  children  fo  generally  Hvine 
-  with^t  much  labour,  was  frequently  the 

Jubje«5tof  my  feno'us  thoughts :  and  I  faw  in 
,  t^pfe  -fouthern  provinces  fo  many  vices  and 

Cbl-rupnons,  mcreafed  by  this  trade  and  this 
I  , vvay  of  hfb,  that  it  appeared  to  me  as  a. 

and  though  ■  now 
I  •  many ;  ^^]llngly  rUn -ihto  it,  yet, '  in  future, 
tne  confequence  will '  be  grievous'‘t6  pofte- 
rity  ;  *  I  exprefs  it'as  it  hath  appeared  to  me, 

'  not  at  once,  nor- twice, 'but  as  a  matter  fixed 

on  my  mind.  -  i 

Soon  after  my -  return  home,  I  felt  an  in- 
creafing  concern  for  friends  on  our  fea-coaft ; 
and,  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  eighth  month, 
in'the  year  1746,  with  the  unity  of  friends, 
and  in  company  with  my  beloved  friend  and 
neighbour,  Peter  Andrews,  brother  to  rny 
.coinpanion  before- mentioned,  we  fet  for¬ 
ward,  and  vifited  meetings  generally  about 
Salem,-  Cape  May,  Great  and  Little  Egg- 
Harbour;  and  had  meetings  at  Barnagat, 
Mannahockin,  and  Mane-Squan,  and  fo  to  the 
yearly  meeting  at  Shrewfbury.  Through  the 

goodnefs  of  the  Lord  way  was  opened,  and 
the  ftrength  of  divine  love  w'as  fometimes 
felt  in  our  aflemblies,  to  the  comfort  and 
V  help  of  thofe  who  were  rightly  concerned  be- 
I  fore  him.  We  were  out  twenty-two  days, 

s  and  rode,  by  computation,  three  hundred 

and  forty  miles.  At  Shrewfbury  yearly  meet¬ 


ing. 
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ing,  we  met  with  our  dear  friends,  Michael 
Lightfoot  and  Abraham  Farrington,  who  had 
good  fervice  there. 

The  winter  following  my  eldeft  filler,  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Woolman,  jun.  died  of  the  fmall-pox, 
aged  thirty-one  years.  She  was,  from  her 
youth,  of  a  thoughtful  difpofition  j  and  very 
compaflionate  to  her  acquaintance  in  their 
ficknefs  or  diftrefs,  being  ready  to  help  as 
far  as  Ihe  could.  She  was  dutiful  to  her 
parents;  one  inftance  whereof  follows: — It 
happened  that  fhe,  and  two  of  her  fillers,  be¬ 
ing  then  near  the  cllate  of  young  women, 
had  an  inclination,  pne  fir  ft- day  after  meet¬ 
ing,  to  go  on  a  vifit  to  fome  other  young 
women  at  fome  diftance.offj  whofe  compa¬ 
ny,  I  believe,  would  have  done  them  no 
good.  They  exprefled  their  defire  to  our  pa¬ 
rents;  who  were  difiatisfied  with  the  propo- 
fal,  and  Hopped  them.  The  fame  day,  as 
my  fillers  and  I  were  together,  and  they 
talking  about  their  difappointment,  Eliza¬ 
beth  exprefled  her  contentment  under  it ;  fig- 
nifying,  Ihe  believed  it  might  be  for  their 
good. 

A  few  years  after  ftie  attained  to  mature- 
age,  through  the  gracious  vifitations  of  God’s 
love,  Ihe  was  ftrengthened  to  live  a  felf- deny¬ 
ing  exemplary  life,  giving  herfelf  much  to 
reading  and  meditation. 

The  following  letter  may  Ihew,  in  fome 
degree,  her  difpofition. 


Haddonfield 
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tied,  aftd  fpstredj  and  fliewed  mercy,  that  I 
tiave  not  been  cat  off  ndr  quite  loft ;  but,  at 
times,  I  am  refre/hed  and  comforted  as  with 
the  glimpfe  of  his  prefence,  which  is  more, 
to  the  immortal  part,  than  all  which  this’ 
xvorld  cah  afford  :  fo,  with  defires  for  '  thy 
prelervation  with  my  own,  I  remain 


thy  affedionate  lifter, 

Eliz.  Woolman,  jun. 


Ill  ■  the  fore  part  of  her  illnefs  fhe  was  in 

li  great  fadnefs  and  dejedion  of  mind,  of 
||  which  fhe  told  one  of  her  intimate  friends, 
li  '  and  faid,  w'hen.  1  was  a  young  girl  I  was 
I  wanton  and  airy,  but  I  thought  I  had  tho- 

1  roughly  repented  of  it;  and  added,  I  have 

li  fatisfadion  in  meetings. 

Jj  Though  Ihe  was  thus  diftonfblate,  ftill  £he 

ilj  retained  a  hope,  which  was  ‘as  an  anchor  to 

Hi  •  and  foinetime,  after,  the  fame  friend 


came 
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Game  again  to  fee  her,  to  whom,  fhe  men¬ 
tioned  her  former  expreffioos,  and  faid,  it  b 
otherwife  now,  for  the  Lord  hath.  rewardedE 
me  feven-fold ;  and  I  am  ynable  to  exprefe 
the  greatnefs  of  his  love  manifefted  to  me. 
Her  diforder  appearing  dangerous,  and  our 
mother  being  Ibrrowful,  Ihc  took  notice  of 
it,  and  faid,  dear  mother,  weep  not  for  me  y 
I  go  to  my  God  :  and,  many  times',  with  an. 
audible  voice,  uttered  praife  to  her  Re¬ 
deemer.  .  .  r  i 

A  friend,  coming  fome  miles  to  fee  her  We* 

morning  before  flic  died,  alkediher,  how  flie- 
did  ?  flie  anfw,er.ed,  I  have  bad.  a  hard  nightv 
but  fliall  not  have  ano|h@r..  fuch,  for  I  lhalh 
die,  and  it  will  be  well  with  my  foul  >  and^ 
accordingly  died  the  next  evening. 

The  following  ejaculations  were  found  a- 
mongft  her  writings ;  written,  I  believe,  at/ 

four  times :  , 

I.  Oh  !  that  my  head  were  as  waters,  and 
mine  eyes  as  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might 
weep  day  and  night,  until  'acquainted  with 

my  God.  , 

II.  O  Lord,  that  I  may  enjoy  thy  pre- 

fence!  or  elfe  my  time  is  loft,  and  my  life 

a  fnare.  to  my  foul.  ■  -  .  j 

III.  O  Lord,  that  I  may  receive  bread 

from  thy  table,  and  that  thy  grace  may.  a— 

bound  in  me  1  . 

IV.  O  Lord,  that  I  may  be  acquainted 

with  thy  prefence,  that  I  may  be  feafoned 
with  thy  fait,  that  thy  grace  may  abound  in 


me ! 


Of 
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in  my  mind  to 
an  J^ew-England,  and,  having 

n  opportunity  of  joining -in  company  with 

my  beloved  friend,  Peter  Andrews,  Je  ha- 
obtained  certificates  from  our  monthly 

Sr  iixteenth  day  of 

the  third  month,  in  the  year  ,7.7 

arSh^^  yearly  meeting  at  Long-Mand  j 

at  which  were  our  friends,  Samuel  Notting- 

^m  from  England,  John  Griffith,  Jane: 

Holkms,  and  Elizabeth  Hudfon  from  Penn- 
y  vania,  and  Jacob  Andrews  from  Chefter- 
fteld.  Several  of  whom  were  favoured  in 
tteir  public  exercife  ;  and,  through  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  we  had  fome  edifying" 
meetings.  After  this,  my  companion  and  I 
ifited  friends  on  Long-ifland ;  and,  through 

the  mercies  of  God,  we  were  helped  in  tL 

work.  ^ 

_  » 

Befides  going  to  the  fettled  meetings  of 
tnends,  we  vvere  at  a  general  meeting  at  Se- 
tavvket,  chiefly  made  up  of  other  focieties  : 
and  had  a  meeting  at  Oyfter-Bay  in  a 
we  ing-hou/e,  at  which  were  many  people  : 
at  the  firft  of  which  there  was  not  much  laid 
by  way  of  teffimony ;  but  it  was,  I  believe,  a 
pod  meeting  :  at  the  latter,  through  the 
Ipringing  up  of  living-waters,  it  was  a  day 
to  be  thankfully  remembered.  Having  vifiied^ 
the  ifland,  we  went  over  to  ihe  main,  taking  7 
meetings  in  our  way;  to  Oblong,  Nine- Part-/ 
ners,  and  New-Milford. — In  thefe  back-fettle- 
ments,  we  met  with  leveral  people,  who, 
tlirough  the  immediate  workings  of  the  fpi- 

rit 
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rit  of  Chrift  on  their  minds,  were  drawn  from 
the  vanities  of  the  world,  to  an  inward  ac-, 
quaintance  with  him:  they  were  educated;  i.a 
the  way  of  the  prefbyterians.  A  confiderable 
number  of  the  youth,  members  of  that  fo- 
ciety,  ufed  to  fpend  their  time  often  together 
in  merriment ;  but  fome  of  the  principal  young 
men  of  that  company  being  vifited  by  the 
powerful  workings  of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  and 
thereby  led  humbly  to  take  up  his  crofs, 
could  no  longer  join  in  thofe  vanities ;  and/ 
as  thefe  ftood  ftedfaft  to  that  inward  con- 
vincement,  they  were  made  a  bleffing  to  fome 
of  their  former  companions  ;  fo  that,  through 
the  power  of  truth,  feveral  were  brought  into 
a  tlofe  exercife  concerning  the  eternal  well¬ 
being  of  their  fouls.  Thefe  young  people 
continued  for  a  time  to  frequent  their  pub¬ 
lic  worlhip;  and,  befides  that,  had  meetings, 
of  their  own  j  which  meetings  were  a  while 
allowed  by  their  preacher,  who,  fometimes, 
met  with  them :  but,  in  time,  their  judge¬ 
ment,  in  matters  of  religion,  difagreeing  with 
fome  of  the  articles  of  the  prefbyterians, 
their  meetings  were  difapproved  by  that  fo-, 
ciety  ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  ftood  firm  to 
their  duty,  as  it  was  inwardly  manifefted, 
had  many  difficulties  to  go  through :  '  and 
their  meetings  were  in  a  while  dropped }  fome 
of  them  returning  to  the  prefbyterians  j  and  o-: 
thers  of  them,  after  a  time,  joined  our  religious 
fociety. 

I  had  converfation  with  fome  of  the  latter, 
to  my  help  and  edification  j  and  believe  feve¬ 
ral 
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ral  of  them  are  acquainted'  with  the  nature  of 
Aat  wqrfhip,  which  is  performed’  in  fpirit  and 
hi' truth.  From  hence,  accompanied  by  Amo» 
Powel,  a  friend  from  Long-Ifland,  we  rode 
throu^' Connedicut,  chiefly  inhabited  by  pref- 
byterians,  who  were  generally  civil  to  us ;  and, 
after  three  days  ridings  we'  came  amongfl? 
friends  in  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland.  We 
vifited'  friends  in  and'  about  Newport,  and 
Dartmouth,  and-  generally  in  thofe  parts ;  and' 
tiien  tO'  Bofton ;  and^  proceeded  eaftward’  as-' 
far  as  Dover :  and  then  returned'  to-  New¬ 
port ;  andi  not  far  from- thence,  we  met  our 
fViend,  Thomas  Gawthrop',  from  England,  who' 
was  then’ on  a  vifit  to  thefe  provinces.  From 
Newport  we  failed  to  Nantucket ;  were  there 
near  a^  week  j  and  from-  thence  came  over  to 
Dartmouth  :  and,  -  having*  finifhed  our  vifit  in 
thefe  parts,  we:  crofifed'  the  found  from  New- 
Londbn’  to  Long-Ifland  j  and,  taking  fome 
meetings  on^the  ifland,  proceeded  homeward  } 
where; we  reached  the  thirteenth  day  of  the- 
feventh  monthj  in.  the  year  1747,  having  rode 
about  fifteen  hundred  miles,  and  failed  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  this  journey,  I  may  fay,  in-  general,  we 
were  fometimes  in  much  weaknefs,  and  la¬ 
boured  under  difeouragements  ;•  and  at  other 
times,  through  the-  renewed  manifeftations  of 
divine*  love,  w'e  had  feafons  of  refrefhment, 
wherein  the  power  of  truth  prevailed. 

We  were  taught,  by  renewed  experience, 
to -labour  for  an  inward  ftillnefs ;  at  no  time 
to  feek-  for  w'ords,  but  to  live  in  the  fpirit  of 

truth. 
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truth,  and  utter  that  to  the  people  which  truth 
opened  in  us.  My  beloved  companion  and  I 
belonged  to  one  meeting,  came  forth  in  the  mi¬ 
nidry  near  the  fame  time,  and  were  inwardly 
united  in  the  work :  he  was  about  thirteen 
years  older  than  I,  bore  the  heaviefi  burthen, 
and  was  an  inftrumeht  of  the  greateft  ufe. 

Finding  a  concern  to  vilit  friends  in  the 
lower  counties  on  Delaware,  and  on  the  eaf- 
tern  fltote  of  Maryland,  and  having  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  join  with  my  well-beloved  ancient 
friend,  John  Sykes,  we  obtained  certificates, 
and  fet  off  the  feventh  day  of  the  eighth 
month,  in  the  year  1748;  were  at  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  friends  in  the  lower  counties,  attended 
the  yearly  meeting  at  Little-Creek,  and  made 
a  vifit  to  chief  of  the  meetings  on  the  eaftern 
fhore  j  and  fo  home  by  the  way  of  Nottingham: 
w'^ere  abroad  about  fix  weeks,  and  rode,  by 
computation,  about  five  hundred  and  fifty 
miles. 

Our  exercife,  at  times,  was  heavy;  but, 
through  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  we  were  of¬ 
ten  refrefned  ;  and  I  may  fay,  by  experience, 
“  He  is  a  ftrong  hold  in  the  day  of  trouble.” 
Though  our  fociety,  in  thefe  parts,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  in  a  declining  condition;  yet,  L 
believe,  the  Lord  hath  a  people  amongft  them, 
who  labour  to  ferve  him  uprightly,  but  have 
many  difficulties  to_  encounter. 


D  CHAP. 


t 


34  The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 


CHAP.  III. 

His  marriage — ‘The  death  of  his  father - His 

journies  into  the  upper  part  of  New^ferfey^ 
and  afterwards  into  Pennfylvania — Conjide- 
rations  on  keeping  faves,  and  his  vifts  to  the 
families  of  friends  at  federal  times  and  places 
— An  epifle  from  the  general  meeting — His 

journey  to  Long- If  and - Conf derations  on 

trading,  and  on  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors 
and  cofly  apparel  —  And  his  letter  to  a 
friend, 

About  this  time,  believing  it  good  for 
me  to  fettle,  and  thinking  ferioufly  a- 
bout  a  companion,  my  heart  was  turned  to  the 
Lord  with  defires  that  he  would  give  me  wif- 
dom  to  proceed  therein  agreeable  to  his  will  j 
and  he  was  pleafed  to  give  me  a  well- inclined 
damfel,  Sarah  Ellis  j  to  whom  I  was  married 
the  eighteenth  day  of  the  eighth  month,  in  the 
year  1749. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  1750  died  my  father, 
Samuel  Woolman,  with'  a  fever,  aged  about 
lixty  years. 

In  his  life-time  he  manifefted  much  care 
for  us  his  children,  that  in  our  youth  we 
might  learn  to  fear  the  Lord  ;  cften  endea¬ 
vouring  to  imprint  in  our  minds  the  true  prin¬ 
ciples  of  virtue,  and  particularly  to  cherilh  in 
us  a  fpirit  of  tendernefs,  not  only  towards  poor 

people. 
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people,  but  alfo  towards  all  creatures  of  which. 
We  had  the  command. 

After  my  return  from  Carolina,  in  the  year 
1746,  I  made  fome  obfervations  on  keeping 
flaves,  which  fome  time  before  his  deceafc  I 
(hewed  him  ;  and  he  perufed  the  manufcript, 
propofed  a  few  alterations,  and  appeared  well 
fatisfied  that  I  found  a  concern  on  that  ac¬ 
count  ;  and  in  his  laft  ficknefs,  as  I  was 
Watching  with  him  one  night,  he  being  fo  far 
fpentthatthere  was  no  expediationof  his  recover 
ry,  but  having  the  perfedtufe  of  his  undetftand- 
ing,  he  aficed  me  concerning  the  manufcript, 
whether  I  expedied  foon  to  proceed  to  take  the 
advice  of  friends  in  publifhing  it  ?  and,  after 
fome  converfition  thereon,  faid,  I  have  all  a- 
long  been  deeply  affedted  with  the  oppreffion 
of  the  poor  negroes;  and  now',  at  laid,  my 
concern  for  them  is  as  great  as  ever.  1 

Bv  his  direddion,  1  had  w'rote  his  will  in  a 
time"  of  health,  and  that -night  he  defired  me 
to  read  it  to  him,  which  1  did  j  and  he  faid 
it  was  agreeable  to  his  mind.  He  then  made 
mention  of  his  end,  which  he  believed  was 
near ;  and  fi'^nified,  that,  though  be  was 
feniible  of  ma^ny  imperfedlions  in  the  coarfe 
of  his  life,  yet  his  experience  of  the  power 
of  truth,  and  of  the  love  and  goodnefs  of 
God  from  time  to  time,  even  till  now, 
fuch,  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  that,  in  lea¬ 
ving  this  life,  he  fhould  enter  into  one  more 
happy. 

The  next  day  his  fifler  Elizabeth  came  to 
fee  him,  and  told  him  of  the  deceafe  of  their 
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fifter  Ann  ;  who  died  a  few  days  before  :  be 
then  faid,  I  reckon  After  Ann  was  free  to 
leave  this  world?  Elizabeth  faid,  fhe  was: 
he  then  faid,  1  alfo  am  free  to  leave  it ;  and, 
being  in  great  weaknefs  of  body,  faid,  1  hope 
I  fhall  fhortly,  go  to  reft.  He  continued  in 
a  weighty  frame  of  mind,  and  was  fenfible  till 
near  the  laft. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  the  ninth  month,  in 
the  year  1 75 1 ,  feeling  drawings  in  my  iiiind 
to  vifit  friends  at  the  Great-Meadows,  in  the 
upper  part  of  Weft-Jerfey,  with  the  unity  of 
our  monthly  meeting,  I  went  there ;  and  had 
fonie.  fearching  laborious  exercife  amongft 
friends  in  thofe  parts,  and  found  inward  peace 
therein. 

In  the  ninth  month  of  the  year  1753,  in 
company  with  my  well-efteemed  friend,  John 
Sykes,  and  with  the  unity  of  friends,  we 
travelled  about  two  weeks,  vifiting  friends 
in  Bucks-County.  We  laboured  in  the  love 
of  the  gofpel,  according  to  the  meafure  re¬ 
ceived}  and,  through  the  mercies  of  him, 
who  is  ftrength  to  the  poor  who  truft  in  him, 
we  found  fatisfadlion  in  our  vifit  :  and,  in  the 
next  winter,  way  opening  to  vifit  friends  fa¬ 
milies  within  the  compafs  of  our  monthly¬ 
meeting,  partly  by  the  labours  of  two  friends 
from  Pennfylvania,  I  joined  in  fome  part  of 
the  work;  having  had  a  defire  fome  time  that 
it  might  go  forward  amongft  us. 

About  this  time,  a  perfon  at  fome  diftance 
lying  fick,  his  brother  came  to  me  to  write 
his  will :  I  knew  he  had  flaves  •,  and,  afking 

his 
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his  brother,  was  told  he  intended  to  leave 
them  as  flaves  to  his  children.  As  writing 
is  a  profitable  employ,  and  as  offending  fober 
people  was  difagreeable  to  my  inclination,  I 
was  ftraitened  in  my  mind  ;  but,  as  I  looked 
to  the  Lord,  he  inclined  my  heart  to  his  tef- 
timony  :  and  I  told  the  man,  that  I  believed 
the  pradtice  of  continuing  fl  a  very  to  this 
people  was  not  right ;  and  had  a  fcruple  in 
my  mind  againft  doing  writings  of  that 
kind  :  that,  though  many  in'  our  fociety  kept 
therii  as  flaves,  ftill  I  was  not  eafy  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  it  ;  and  defired  to  be  excufed  from 
going  to  write  the  will.  I  fpake  to  him  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  and  he  made  no  reply  , , , 
to  what  I  faid,  but  went  away  he,  alfo,  had 
fome  concerns  in  the  pradtice  ;  and  I  thought 
he  was  difpleafed  with  me.  In  this  cafe  I 
had  a  frefh  confirmation,  that  ading  contrary 
to  prefent  outward  intereft,  from  a  motive  of 
divine  love,  and  in  regard  to  truth  and  righte- 
oufnefs,  opens  the  way  to  a  treafure  better 'than 
filver,  and  to  a  friendfbip  exceeding-the  friend-. 

fhip  of  men.  ^  '  -  -  p  ^ 

The  manufcript  before-mentioned  having^ 
lain  by  me  feveral  years,  the  publication  of 
it  refted  weightily  upon  me  ;  and  this  year  1 
offered  it  to  the  revifal  of  friends,  who,  ha^f 
ving  examined  and  made  fume  fmall  altera¬ 
tions  in  it,  direfted  a  number  of  copies  there¬ 
of  to  be  publifhed,  and  difperfed  amongfl 
friends. 

In  the  year  1754,  I  found  my  mind  drawn 
to  join  in  a  vifit  to  friends  families  belonging 
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to  Chefterfield  monthly-meeting ;  ,  and  ha¬ 
ving  the  approbation  of ’our  own,  I  went  to 
their  monthly-meeting  in  order  to  confer 
with  friends,  and  fee  if  way  opened  for  it; 
I  had  conference  with  fome  of  their  mem¬ 
bers,  the  propofal  having  been  opened  before 
in  their  meeting,  and  one  friend .  agreed  to 
join  with  me  as  a  companion  for  a  begin¬ 
ning}  but,  when  meeting  was  ended,  1  felt 
great  diftrefs  of  mind,  and  doubted  what 
way  to  take,  or  whether  to  go  home  and  wait 
for  greater  clearnefs  :  I  kept  my,  diftrefs  fe- 
cret  ;  and,  going  with  a  friend  to  his  houfe, 
my  defires  were  to  the  great  Shepherd  for  his 
heavenly  inftrudtion  ;  and  in  the  morning  I 
felt  eafy  to  proceed  on  the  vifit,  being  very 
low  in  my  mind  :  and  as  mine  eye  was  turn¬ 
ed  to  the  Lord,  waiting  in  families  in  deep 
reverence  before  him,  he  was  pleafed  graci- 
oufly  to  afford  help;  fo  that  we  had  many 
comfortable  opportunities,  and  it  appeared  as 
a  frelh  vifitation  to  fome  young  people, .  I 
fpent  feveral  weeks  this  winter  in  the  fervice, 
part  of  which  time  was  employ'ed  near  home. 
And  again,  in  the  following  winter,  I  was  fe¬ 
veral  weeks  in  the  fame  fervice  ;  fome  part  of 
the  time  at  Shrewfbury,  in  company  with  my 
beloved  friend,  John  Sykes ;  and  have  caufe 
humbly  to  acknowledge, that, through  thegood- 
hefs  of  the  Lord,  our  hearts  were,  at  times, 
enlarged  in  his  love;  and  ftrength  was  given 
to  go  through  the  trials  w'hich,  in  the  courfe 
of  opr  vifit,  attended  us, 
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From  a  difagreement  between  the  powers 
of  Eneland  and  France,  it  was  now  a  time  of 
trouble  on  this  Continent ;  and  an  epiftle  to 
friends  went  forth  from  our'  general  fpring- 
meeting,  which  I  thought  good  to  give  a  place 

in  this  journal. 


An  EPISTLE  from  our  general  fpring-meet- 
ing  of  minifters  and  elders  foj 
nia  and  New-Jerfey,  held  at  Philadelphia, 
from  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  third  month, 
to  the  firft  of  the  fourth  month,  inclufive, 

J75S- 


To  friends  on  the  Continent  of  America. 
Dear  friends, 

IN  an  humble  fenfe  of  divine  goodnefs,  and 
the  gracious  continuation  of  God’s  love  to 
his  people,  we  tenderly  falute  you  ;  and  are 
at  this  time  therein  engaged  m  mind,  that  all 
of  us  who  profefs  the  truth,  as  held  forth 
and  publilhed  by  our  worthy  predeceflors  in 
this  latter  age  of  the  world,  may  keep  near 
to  that  life  which  is  the  light  of  men,  and  be 
ftrengthened  to  hold  faft  the  profellion  of  our 
faith  without  wavering,  that  our  truff  may 
not  be  in  man,  but  in  the  Lord  alone,  who 
ruleth  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  in  the  king¬ 
doms  of  men,  before  whom  the  earth  is.  “  as 
«  the  duft  of  the  balance,  and  her  inhabitants 

“  as  grafshoppers.”  Ifa. 
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We  (being  convinced  that  the  gracious  de- 
fign  of  the  Almighty  in  fending  his  Son  in? 
to  the  world,  was  to  repair  the  breach  made 
by  difobedience,  to  finiih  fin  and  tranfgref- 
fion,  that  his  kingdom  might  come,  and  his 
will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven)  have 
found  it  to  be  our  duty  to  ceafe  from  thofe 
national  contefts  produ(5tive  of  milery  and 
.bloodfhed,  and  fubmit  our  caufe  to  him, 
the  Moft  High,  whofe  tender  love  to  his  chil¬ 
dren  exceeds  the  mod;  warm  affedlions  of  -na^ 
tural  parents,  and  who  hath  promifed  to  his 
feed  throughout  the  earth,  as  to  one  indivi¬ 
dual,  “  1  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake 
“  thee.”  Heh.  xiii.  5.  And  as  we,  through 
the  gracious  dealings  of  the  Lord  our  God, 
have  had  experience  of  that  work  which  is 
carried  on,  “  not  by  earthly  might,  nor  by 
“  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord 
of  hofts Zech.  iv.  6.  by  -which  opera¬ 
tion,  that  fpirituid  kingdom  is  fet  up,  which 
is  to  lubdue  and  break  in  pieces  all  king¬ 
doms  that  oppofe  it,  and  fliall  ftand  for  ever. 
In  a  deep  lenfe'  thereof,  and  of  the  fafety, 
liability,  and  peace,  there  is  in  it,  we  are  de-r 
firoiis  that  all  who  profefs  the  truth,  may  be 
Jnwardlyacquainted  with  it,  and  therebybe  qua¬ 
lified  to  conduct  ourfelves  in  all  parts  of  our 
life  as  becomes  oar  peaceable  profeffion  :  and 
•we  tiufi:,  as  'there  is  a  faithful  continuance 
to  depend  wholly  upon  the  Almighty  arm, 
from  one  generation  to  another,  the  peacea¬ 
ble  kingdom,  will  gradually  be  extended  ■ 
froin  fea  to  fta,  and  from  the  riyer  to  the 

‘‘  end.. 
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“  ends  of  the  earth,”  Zech.  ix.  lo.  to  thq 
completion  of  thofe  prophefies  already  begun, 
jthat  “  nation  (jiall  not  lift  np  a  fword  againft 
“  natipn,  nor  learn  war  any  more.”  Ifa.  ii.  4, 

Micah  iv.  3,  ■ 

And,  dearly  .beloved  friends,  feeing  we  have 

thefe  .promKes,  and  believe  that  God  is  begin^ 
ning  .to  f,uliil  t^hem,  let  us  conftantly  endeavour 
to  "have  our  .nainds  fufficiently  difentangled 
from  the  forfeiting  ca,re.s  of  .this  life,  and  re7 
deemed  from  the  love  pf  the  wprld,  thatnp 
earthly  pofieffion’s  nor  .enjoyments  naay  l?ias 
our  judgements,  or  turn  us  from  that  religria7 
tion,  and  entire  truft  in  God,  to  which  his 
bleffing  is  moft  furely  annexed ;  then  may 
we  fay,  “  Our  .Redeemer  is  mighty ,‘  he  will 
“  plead  our  caufe  for  us.  Jer.  1.  34*  And  if, 
for  the  farther  promoting  his  moft  gracious 
purpofes  in  the  earth,  he  fhould  give  us  to 
tahe  of  that  bitter  cup  which  his  faithful  ones 
have  often  partaken  of;  O !  .that  we.  may  be 
rightly  preparcii  to  receive  it ! 

And  now,  dear  friends,  with  refpedl  to  the 
commotions  and  flirtings  of  the  powers  of 
the  earth  at  this  time  near  us,  we  are  defi- 
rous  that  none  of  us  may  be  moved  thereat; 
‘'But  repole  ourfelves  in  the  munition  of 
‘  that  rock  that  all  thefe  fliakings  fhall  not 
‘  move,  even  in  the  knowledge  and  feeling 
‘  of  the  eternal  power  of  God,  keeping  us 
‘  fubjedly  given  up  to  his  heavenly  will,  and 
feel  it  daily  to  mortify  that  which  remains 
^  in  any  of  us  which  is  of  this  world  :  for 

'  ‘  the 
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‘  the- worldly  part,  in  any,  is  the  changeable 
‘  part,  and  that  is  up  and  down,  full  and 

*  empty,  joyful  and  fbrrowful,  as  things  go 
‘  well  or  ill  in  this  world  j  for  as  the  truth 
‘  is  but  one,  and  many  are  made  partakers 

*  of  its  fpirit,  fo  the  world  is  but  one,  and 
‘  many  are  made  partakers  of  the  fpirit  of 

*  it ;  and  fo  many  as  do  •  partake  of  it,  fo 

*  many  will  be  flraitened  and  perplexed  with 

*  it :  but  they  who  are  fingle  to  the  truth, 

*  waiting  daily  to  jfeel  the  life  and  virtue  of 
it  in  their  hearts,  thefe  fhall  rejoice  in  the 

‘  midft  of  adverfity,’  and  have  to  experience, 
with -  the  prophet.  That  "  Although  the  fig- 
“  ’tree  fhall  not  bloffom,  neither  fhall  fruit 
“  be  in  the  vines  j  the  labour  of  the  olive 
“  fhall  fail,  and  the  fields  fliall  yield  no 
“  meat  j  the  flock  fliall  be  cut  off  from  the 
“  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no  herd  in  the 
“  flails  ;  yet  will  they  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and 
“  joy  in  the  God  of  their  falvation.”  Hab.  iii. 
17,  18. 

If,  contrary,  to  .this,  we  profefs  the  truth, 
and,  not  living  under  the  power  and  influ¬ 
ence  of  it,  are  producing  fruits  difagreeable 
to  the  purity  thereof,  and  truft  to  the  flrength 
of  man  to  fupport  ourfelves,  therein  our  con¬ 
fidence  will  be.  vain.  For  he,  who  removed 
the  hedge  from  his  vineyard,  and  gave  it  to 
be  trodden  under  foot,  by  reafon  of  the  wild 
grapes  it  produced,  (Ifa.  v.  5.)  remains  un¬ 
changeable;  arid  if,  for  the  chaflifement  of 
wkkednefs,  and  the  farther  promoting  his 

own 
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own  glory,  he  doth  arife,  even  to  (hake  ter¬ 
ribly  the  earth,  who  then  may  oppofe  him, 

and  profper !  ^  ,  r  i 

We  remain,  in  the  love  of  the  gofpel,  your 

friends  and  brethren. 

Signed  by  fourteen  friends. 

Scrupling  to  do  writings,  relative  to  keep¬ 
ing  (laves,  having  been  a  means  of  fundry 
fmall  trials  to  me,  in  which  I  have  fo  evi¬ 
dently  felt  my  own  will  let  afide,  I  think 
it  good  to  mention  a  few  of  them.— Tradef- 
men  and  retailers  of  goods,  who  depend  on 
their  bulinefs  for  a  living,  are  naturally  in¬ 
clined  to  keep  the  good-will  of  their  cuftom— 
crs;  nor  is  it  a  pleafant,  thing  for  young 
men  to  be  under  any  neceffity  to  queftion  the 
judgement  or  honefty  of  elderly  men,  and 
more  efpecially  of  fuch  as  have  a  fair  re¬ 
putation.  Deep-rooted  cuftoms,  though  wrong, 
are  not  eafily  altered ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of 
ev,ery  one  to  be  hrm  in  that  which  they  cer¬ 
tainly  know  is  right  for  them.  A  charitable 
benevolent  man,  well  acquainted  with  a  ne¬ 
gro,  may,  L  believe,  under  fome  circum- 
(fances,  keep  him  in  his  family  as  a  fervant, 
from  no  other  motives  than  the  negro  s  good  ; 
but  roan,  as  man,  knows  not  what  ftall  be  af¬ 
ter  him,  nor  hath  alTurance  that  his  children 
will  attain  to  that  perfedlion  in  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  necelTary  rightly  to  exercife  fuch  pow- 

er ;  it  is  dear  to  me,  that  I  ought  not  to  be 

the  fcribe  where  wills  arc  drawn,  in  which 

fome 
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feme  children  are  made  abfolute  matters  over 
others  during  life. 

About  this  time,  an  ancient  man,  of  good 
etteem  in  the  neighbourhood,  came  to  my 
houfe  to  get  his  w'ill  written}  he  had  young 
negroes ;  and  I  alked  him  privately,  how  he 
purpofed  to  difpofe  of  them  ?  he  told  me : 

I  then  faid,  I  cannot  write  thy  will  without 
breaking  my  own  peace  ;  and  refpedlfully 
gaye  him  my  reafons  for  k:  he  fignified  that 
he  had  a  choice  that  1  Ihould  have  written  it ; 
put  as  I  could  not,  confiftent  with  my  con- 
fcience,  he  did  not  defire  it :  and  fo  he  got 
it  vvritten  by  feme  other  perfon.  And,  a  few 
years  after,  there  being  great  alterations  in 
his  family,  he  came  again  to  get  me  to  write 
bis  will  i  his  negroes  were  yet  young}  and 
his  fon,  to  whom  he  intended  to  give  them, 
,W3S,  fince  he  firft  fpoke  to  me,  from  a  liber¬ 
tine,  become  a  fober  young  man }  and  he 
fuppofed,  that  I  would  have  been  free,  on 
that  account,  to  wnte  it.  We  had  much  . 
friendly  talk  on  the  fubjedl:,  and  then  de¬ 
ferred  it:  a  few  days  after,  he  came  again, 
and  diredled  their  freedom  }  and  then  I  wrote 
his  will. 

Near  the  time  the  laft-mentioned  friend 
firft  fpoke  to  me,  a  neighbour  received  a  bad 
bruife  in  his  body,  and  fent  for  me  to  bleed 
him }  which  being  done,  he  defired  me  to 
yvrite  his  will :  1  took  notes }  and,  amongft 
other  things,  he  told  me  to  which  of  his 
children  he  gave  his  young  negro:  I  confi- 
dered  the  pain  and  dittrefs'  he  was,  in,  and 

knew 
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knew  not  how  it  would  end  ;  fo  I  wrote  his 
will  fave  only  that  part  concerning  his  fife, 
and  carryingltto  his  bed-fide,  read  it  to  iim,; 
and  then  told  him,  in  a  friendly  waf  tnat  1 
could  not  write  any  inftruments  by  which  my 
fellow-creatures  were  made  Awes,  without 
bringing  trouble  on  my  own  mind:  I  >et  h^m 
know  that'  I  charged  nothing  for  what  I  had 
donej  and  defired  to  be  excufed  from  doing 
the  other  part  in  the  way  he  propofed ;  we  then 
had  a  ierious  conference  on  the  I  • 
length  he  agreeing  to  fet  her  free,  I  finilhed 

his  will.  ,  •  j 

Having  found  drawings  in  my  mind  to  yilit 

friends' on  Long-lAand,  after  obtaining  a  certi¬ 
ficate  from  our  monthly-meeting,  1  fct  off  on 
the  twelfth  day  of  the  fifth  month,  in  the  year 
lycfi.  When  I  reached  the  ifland,  I  lodged 
the  firft  night  at  the  houfe  of  my  dear  friend., 
Richard  Hallet :  the  next  day,  being  the  firft 
of  the  week,  I  was  at  the  meeting  in  New,- 
town ;  in  which  we  experienced  the  renewed 
manifeftations  of  the  love  of  jefus^  Chrift,  to 
the  comfort  of  the  honeft-hearted.  1  wem 
that  night  to  Flufhing ;  and  the  next  day,  in 
company  with  my  beloved  friend,  Mauhew 
Franklin,  we  crofl'ed  the  ferry  at  Vfhite- Stone  t 
were  at  three  meetings  on  the  main,  and  then 
returned  to  the  ifland  j  where  I  fpent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  week  in  vifiting  meetings.  The 
Lord,  I  believe,  hath  a  people  in  thofe  parts, 
who  are  honeftly  inclined  to  ferve  hirn  ;  but 
many,  I  fear,  are  too  much  clogged  with  the 

things  of  this  life,  and  do  not  come  forward 
°  bearing 
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bearing  the  crofs  in  fuch  faithfulnefs  as  he  calls 
for. 

My  mind  was  deeply  engaged  in  this  vifit, 
both  in  public  and  private  5  and,  at  feveral 
places,  obferving  that  they  had  flaves,  I  found 
myfelf  under  a  neceffity,  in  a  friendly  way,  to 
labour  with  them  on  that  fubjedt5  exprelT- 
ing,  as  way  opened,  the  inconfiftency  of  that 
pradice  with  the  purity  of  the  Chriftian  re¬ 
ligion,  and  the  ill  effeds  of  it  manifefted 
amongft  us. 

The  latter  end  of  the  week,  their  yearly- 
meeting  began  j  at  which  were  our  friends 
John  Scarbrough,  Jane  Holkins,  and  Sufan- 
nah  Brown,  from  Pennlylvania :  the  public 
meetings  were  large,  and  meafurably  favoured 
with  divine  goodnefs. 

The  exercife  of  my  mind,  at  this  meeting, 
was  chiefly  on  account  of  thofe  who  were 
confidered  as  the  foremoft  rank  in  the  foci- 
ety :  and,  in  a  meeting  of  minifters  and  el¬ 
ders,  way  opened,  that  I  exprefled  in  fome 
meafure  what  lay  upon  me ;  and,  at  a  time 
when  friends  were  met  for  tranfading  the 
affairs  of  the  church,  having  fet  a  while  fi- 
lent,  I  felt  a  weight  on  my  mind,  and  flood 
up;  and,  through  the  gracious  regard  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  ftrength  was  given  fully  to 
clear  myfelf  of  a  burthen,  which;  for  fome 
days,  had  been  increafing  upon  me. 

Through  the  humbling  difpenfatlons  of 
divine  Providence,  men  are  fometimes  fitted 
for  his  fervice.  The  meflagcs  of  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  were  fo  difagreeable  to  the  people, 

'  and 
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and  fo  reverfe  to  the  fpirit  they  lived  in,  that 
he  became  the  objedl  of  their  reproach  ;  and, 
in  the  weaknefs  of  nature,  thought  of  defift- 
mz  from  his  prophetic  office  5  but,  kith  he, 

“  His  word  was  in  my  heart  as  a  burning 
“  fire  (hut  up  in  my  bones ;  and  I  was  weary 
“  with  forbearing,  and  could  not  Itay.  1 
faw  at  this  time,  that,  if  I  was  honeft  m  e- 
claring  that  which  truth  opened  m  me,  1 
could  not  pleafe  all  menj  and  laboured  to 
be  content  in  the  way  of  my  duty,  however 
difagreeable  to  my  own  inclination,  ^rter 
this  I  went  homeward,  taking  Woodoridge 
and  Plainfield  in  my  way ;  in  both  waich 
meetings,  the  pure  influence  of  dmne  love 
was  manifefted  ;  in  an  humbling  fenfe  where¬ 
of  I  went  home  ;  having  been  out  about  ttverij 
ty-four  days,  and  rode  about  three  hundred 

and  fixteen  miles. 

While  I  was  out  on  this  journey,  my  heart 
was  much  affeded  with  a  fenfe  of  the  flue 
of  the  churches  in  our  fouthern  provinces  5 
and,  believing  the  Lord  was  calling  me  to 
fom'e  farther  labour  amongft  them,  1  was 
bowed  in  reverence  before  him,  with  fervent 
defires  that  I  might  find  ftrength  to  refign  my- 
felf  up  to  his  heavenly  will.  _ 

Until  this  year,  I75^’  ^  continued  to  re¬ 
tail  goods,  befides  following  my  trade  as  a 
ta  lo?>  about  which  time.  I  grew  uneaiy 
on  account  of  my  bufinefs  growing  too  cum- 
berfome.  I  had  begun  with  felling  trim- 
.Hiings  for  garments,  and  from  thence  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  fell  eloths  and  linens  j  and,  at 
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'length,  having  got  a  confiderahle  fliop  of  goods^ 
my  trade  increaied  every  year,  and  the  road  to 
large  bufinefs  appeared  open  j  but  1  felt  a  ftoo 
in  my  mind. 

Through  the  mercies  of  the  Almighty,  I 
had,  in  a  good  degree,  learned  to  be  content 
with  a  plain  way  of  living:  I  had  but  a  fmail 
family  ;  and,  on  ferious  confideration,  I  belie¬ 
ved  truth  did  not  require  me  to  engage  in 
much  cumbering  alfairs:  it  had  been  my  ge¬ 
neral  pradlice  to  buy  and  fell  things  really  ufe- 
ful :  things  that  ferved  chiefly  to  pleafe  the  vain 
mind  in  people,  I  was  not  eafy  to  trade  in  ; 
feldom  did  itj  and,  whenever  I  did,  I  found  it 
weaken  me  as  a  Ghriftian. 

The  increafe  of  bufinefs  became  my  bur¬ 
then  j  for,  though  my  natural  inclination  was 
toward  merchandize,  yet  I  believed  truth  re¬ 
quired  me  to  live  more  free  from  outward 
cumbers :  and  there  was  now  a  ftrife  in  my 
.  mind  between  the  two ;  and  in  this  exercife 
my  prayers  were  put  up  to  the  Lord,  who 
gracioufly  heard  me,  and  gave  me  a  heart  re- 
figned  to  his  holy  will  :  then  1  leflened  my 
outward  bufinefs ;  and,  as  I  had  opportuni¬ 
ty,  told  my  cuftomers  of  my  intention,  that 
they  might  confider  what  fhop  to  turn  to : 
and,  in  a  while,  wholly  laid  down  merchan¬ 
dize,  following  my  trade,  as  a  taylor,  myfelf 
only,  having  no  apprentice.  I  alfo-  had  a 
nurfery  of  apple-trees  j  in  which  I  employed 
fome  of  my  time  in  hoeing,  grafting,  trim¬ 
ming,  and  inoculating.  In  merchandize  it 
is  the  cuftom,  where  I  lived,  to  fell  chiefly 
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on  credit,  and  poor  people  often  get  in  debt } 
and  when  payment  is  expedted,  not  having 
wherewith  to  pay,  their  creditors  often  fue 
for  it  at  law.  Having  often  obferved  occur¬ 
rences  of  this  kind,  1  found  it  good  for  me 
to  advife  poor  people  to  take  fuch  goods  as 
were  moft  ufeful  and  not  coftly. 

In  the  time  of  trading,  I  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  feeing,  that  the  too  liberal  ufe  of  fpi- 
lituous  liquors,  and  the  cuftom  of  wearing 
too  codly  apparel,  led  fome  people  into  great 
inconveniences  ;  and  thefe  two  things  appear 
to  be  often  conneded ;  for,  by  not  attending 
to  that  ufe  of  things  which  is  confiftent 
with  univerlal  righteoufnels,  there  is  an  in- 
creafe  of  labour  which  extends  beyond  v/hat 
our  heavenly  F'ather  intends  for  us  :  and 
by  great  labour,  and  often  by  much  fweal- 
ing,  there  is,  even  among  fuch  as  are 
not  drunkards,  a  craving  of  fume  liquors  to 
revive  the  fpirits  :  that,  partly  by  the  luxuri¬ 
ous  drinking  of  fome,  and  partly  by  the 
drinking  of  others,  (kd  to  it  through  immo¬ 
derate  labour,)  '  very  great  quantities  of  rum 
are  every  year  expended  in  our  colonies ;  the 
greater  part  of  w  tich  we  fhould  have  no  need 
of,  did  W'e  (leadilv  attend  to  pure  wifdom. 

Where  men  take  pleafure  in  feeling  their 
minds  elevated  with  flrong  drink,  and  fo  in¬ 
dulge  their  appetite  as  to  diforder  their  un- 
derffandings,  negledt  their  duty  as  members 
in  a  family  or  civil  fociety,  and  call  off  all 
regard  to  religion,  their  cafe  is  much  to  be 
pitied  i  and  where  fuch,  whofe  lives  are  for 
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the  moft  paft  regular,  and  whofe  examples 
have  a  ftrong  influence  on  the  minds  of 
others,  adhere  to  fome  cuftoms  which  power¬ 
fully  draw  to  the  ufe  of  more  ftrong  liquor 
than  pure  wifdom  allows  j  this  alfo,  as  it 
hinders  the  fpreading  of  the  fpirit  of  meek- 
nefs,  and  ftrengthens  the  hands  of  the  more 
exceflive  drinkers,  is  a  cafe  to  be  lamented. 

As  every  degree  of  luxury  hath  Ibme  con¬ 
nexion  with  evil,  thofe  who  profefs  to  be 
difciples  of  Chrift,  and  are  looked  upon  as 
leaders  of  the  people,  fliould  have  that  mirfd  ii> 
them  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift,  and  fo  ftand 
feparatc  from  every  wrong  way,  as  a  means 
of  help  to  the  weaker.  As  I  have  fometimes 
been  much  fpent  in  the  heat,  and  taken  fpi- 
rits  to  revive  me,  I  have  found,  by  experi¬ 
ence,  that  in  fuch  circumftances  the  mind  is 
not  fo  calm,  nor  fo  fitly  difpofed  for  divine 
meditation,  as  when  all  fuch  extremes  are 
avoided  j  and  I  have  felt  an  increafing  care 
to  attend  to  that  holy  Spirit  which  fets 
bounds  to  our  defires,  and  leads  thofe,  who 
-faithfully  follow  it,  to  apply  all  the  gifts  of 
divine  Providence  to  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  were  intended.  Did  fuch,  as  have  the 
care  of  great  eftates,  attend  with  finglenefs 
of  heart  to  this  heavenly  Inftrudtor,  which 
■fo  opens  and  enlarges  the  mind,  that  men 
love  their  neighbours  as  themfelves,  they 
would  have  wifdom  given  them  to  manage, 
without  finding  occafion  to  employ  fome  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  luxuries  of  life,  or  to  make  it  ne- 

cefi'ary  for  others  to  labour  too  hard  j  but,  for 
^  want 
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want  of  fteadily  regarding  this  principle  of 
divine  love,  a  felfifti  fpirit  takes  place  in  the 
minds  of  people,  which  is  attended  with 
darknefs  and  manifold  confufion  in  the 
world. 

Though  trading  In  things  ufeful  is  an  ho¬ 
ned  employ  ;  yet,  through  the  great  number 
of  fuperfluities  which  are  bought  and  fold, 
and  through  the  corruption  of  the  times, 
they,  who  apply  to  merchandize  for  a  living, 
have  great  need  to  be  well  experienced  in  that 
precept  which  the  prophet  Jeremiah  laid  down 
for  his  fcribe  :  “  Seekeft  thou  great  things  for 
“  thyfelf?  feek  them  not.” 

In  the  winter,  this  year,  I  was  engaged 
with  friends  in  vif  ting  families  j  and,  through 
the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  we  had  oftentimes 
experience  of  his  heart-tendering  prefence 
amoneft  us. 


A  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  a  friend. 

IN  th  is  thy  late  affliction-  I  have  found  a 
deep  fellow-feeling  with  thee  ;  and  had  a 
fecret  hope  throughout,  that  it  might  pleafe 
the  Father  of  mercies  to  raife  thee  up,  and 
fandtify  thy  troubles  to  thee  j  that  thou,  be¬ 
ing  more  fully  acquainted  with  that  way 
which  the  world  efteems  fooliffl,  mayft  feel  the 
clothing  of  divine  fortitude,  and  be  ftrength- 
ened  to  refill;  that  fpirit  which  leads  from  the 
fimplicity  of  the  everlafting  truth. 

E  2  We 
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We  may  fee  ourfelves  crippled  and  halt- 
'  ing,  and,  from  a  ftrong  bias  to  things  plea- 
fant  and  eafy,  find  an  impoffibility  to  advance 
;  but  things  impoffible  with  men  are 
poflible  with  God ;  and,  our  wills  being  made 
fubjedt  to  his,  all  temptations  are  furmount- 
able. 

This  work  of  fubjedting  the  will  is  cona- 
pared  to  the  mineral  in  the  furnace ;  “  He 

“  refines  them  as  filver  is  refined - He  Ihall 

fit  as  a  refiner  and  purifier  of  filver.” 
By  thefe  comparifons  we  are  inftrudted  in  the  ' 
neceffity  of  the  operation  of  the  hand  of  God 
upon  us,  to  prepare  our  hearts  truly  to  adore 
him,  and  manifeft  that  adoration,  by  inward¬ 
ly  turning  away  from  that  fpirit,  in  all  its 
workings,  which  is  not-  of  him.  To  for¬ 
ward  this  work,  the  all-wife  God  is  fome- 
times  pleafed,  through  outward  diftrefs,  to 
bring  us  near  the  gates  of  death  ;  that,  life 
"  being  painful  and  affliding,  and  the  profpedt 
of  eternity  open  before  us,  all  earthly  bonds 
may  be  loofened,  and  the  mind  prepared  for 
that  deep  and  facred  inftrudion,  which  other- 
wife  would 'not  be  received.  If  parents  love 
their  children  and  delight  in  their  happinefs, 
then  he,  who  is  perfed  goodnefs,  in  fending 
abroad  mortal  contagions,  doth  alTuredly  di- 
red  their  ufe — Are  the  righteous  removed 
by  it?  their  change  is  happy:  are  the  wick¬ 
ed  taken  away  in  their  wickednels  ?  the  Al¬ 
mighty  is  clear Ho  we  pafs  through 

with  anguilh  and  great  bitternefs,  and  yet 

'  recover. 
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recover,  he  intends  that  we  fliould  be  purged 
from  drol's,  and  our  ears  opened  to  difeipline. 

And  now  that,  on  thy  part,  after  thy  fore  af- 
flidlion  and  doubts  of  recovery,  thou  art 
again  reilored,  forget  not  him  who  hath 
lielped  thee  ;  but  'in  humble  gratitude  hold 
fall  his  inilrudfions,  thereby  to  fhun  thole 
by-paths  which  lead  from  the  firm  founda¬ 
tion.  I  am  fenfible  of  that  variety  of  com¬ 
pany,  to  which  one  in  thy  bufinefs  muff  be 
e.vpoled  :  I  have  painfully  felt  the  force  of 
converfation  proceeding  from  men  deeply 
rooted  in  an  earthly  mind,  and  can  fympa- 
thize  with  others  in  fuch  conflids,  -in  that 
much  weaknefs  liill  attends  me. 

I  find  that  to  be  a  fool  as  to  worldly  wif- 
dom,  and  commit  my  caufe  to  God,  not  fear¬ 
ing  to  offend  men,  who  take  offence  at  the 
Cmplicity  of  truth,  is  the  only  way  to  remain 
unmoved  at  the  lenliments  of  others. 

The  fear  of 'man_  brings  a  fnare;  by  halt¬ 
ing  in  our  duty,  and  giving  back  in  the  time 
of  trial,  our  hands  grow  weaker,  our  fpirits 
g-et  mingled  with  the  people,  our  ears  grow 
dull  as  to  hearing  the  language  of  the  true 
Shepherd  ;  that,  when  we  look  at  the  way  of 
the  righteous,  it  Teems  as  though  it  was  not 
for  us  to  follow  them. 

There  is  a  love  clothes  my  mind,  while  I 

¥ 

write,  w'hich  is  fuperior  to  a!)  expreffions; 
and  l.find  my  heart  open  to  encourage'  a 
holy  emulation,  to  advance.fof-wwd  in  Chrif- 
tian  firmnefs.  Deep  humility  is  a  firong  bul¬ 
wark  j  and,  as  we  enter  into  it,  we  find  fafety; 
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the  fooliflinefs  of  God  is  wifer  than  man,  and 
the  weaknefs  of  God  is  ftronger  than  man. 
Being  unclothed  of  our  own  wifdom,  and 
knowing  the  abatement  of  the  creature,  there¬ 
in  we  find  that  power  to  arife,  which  gives 
health  and  vigour  to  us. 


M.:' 


CHAP.  IV. 

His  journey  to  Pennjyhania,  Maryland,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  Horth-Carolina—Confiderations 
on  the  Jlate  of  friends  there ;  and  the  ex~ 
ercife  he  was  under  in  travelling  among  thofe 
fo  generally  concerned  in  keeping  faves :  with 
fonie  obfervations  in  converfation,  at  feveral 
times,  on  this  fubjeSl — His  epifle,  to  friends 
at  New-Garden  and  Cane-Creek  —  His 
thoughts  on  the  negledl  of  a  religious  care  in 
the  education  of  the  negroes. 

• 

E  E  L  I N  G  an  exercife  in  relation  to  a 
vifit  to  the  fouthern  provinces,  I  ac¬ 
quainted  our  monthly  rheeting  therewith,  and 
obtained  their  certificate:  expeding  to  go 
alone,  one  of  my  brothers,  W'ho  lived  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  having  fome  bufinefs  in  North-Ca- 
rolina,  propofed  going  with  me  part  of  the 
way ;  but,  as  he  had  a  view  of  fome  outward 
affairs,  to  accept  of  him  as  a  companion 

fee  me  d 
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feemed  fome  difficulty  with  me,  whereupon  I 
had  converfation  with  him  at  ffindry  times  j 
and,  at  length,  feeling  eafy  in  my  mind,  I 
had  converfation  'with  feveral  elderly  friends, 
of  Philadelphia  on  the  fubjeft ;  and  he  ob¬ 
taining  a  certificate  fuitable  to  the  occafion, 
we  fetoffin  the  fifth  month  of  the  year  1757: 
and,  coming  to  Nottingham  week-day  meet¬ 
ing,  lodged  at  John  Churchman’s  ;  and  here 
I  met  with  our  friend  Benjamin  Buffington* 
from  New-England,  who  was  returning  from 
a  vifit  to  the  fouthern  provinces.  Thence  we 
crolTed  the  river  Sufquehannah,  and  lodged  at 
William  Cox’s  in  Maryland  j  and,  foon  after  I 
entered  this  province,  a  deep  and  painful  ex- 
ercife  came  upon  me,  which  I  often  had  fome 
feeling  of  fince  my  mind  was  drawn  toward 
thefe  parts,  and  with  which  I  had  acquainted 
my  brother  before  we  agreed  to  join  as  com¬ 
panions. 

As  the  people  in  this  and  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces  live  much  on  the  labour  of  flaves, 
many  of  whom  are  ufed  hardly,  my  con¬ 
cern  was,  that  I  might  attend  with  finglenefs 
of  heart  to  the  voice  of  the  true  Shepherd, 
and  be  fo  fupported  as  to  remain  unmoved 

at  the  faces  of  men.  . 

The  profpedl  of  fo  weighty  a  work  brought 

me  very  low  j  and  foch  were  the  confiidfs  of 
my  foul,  that  I  had  a  near  fympathy  with  the 
prOphet,  in  the  time  of  his  weaknefs,  when 
he  faid,  “  If  thou  deal  thus  with  me,  kill 
“  me,  I  pray  thee,  if  I  have  found  favour  in 

thy  fight,”  Numb.  xi.  15.  but  I  foon  faw 
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that  this  proceeded  from  the  want  of  a  f*ull 
reilgnation  to  the  divine  woll.  Many  were  the 
afflidtions  which  attended  me ;  and  in  great 
abafement,  with  many  tears,  my  cries  were 
to  the  Almighty,  for  his  gracious  and  father¬ 
ly  affiftance  ;  and  then,  after  a  time  of  deep 
•trial,  I  was  favoured  to  underftand  the  ftate 
mentioned  by  the  pfalmift,  more  clearly  than 
ever  1  had  before;  to  wit  :  **  My  foul  is  even 
as  a  weaned  child/’  Pfalm  cxxxi.  2.  Being 
thus  helped  to  fink  down  into  refignation,  1 
felt  a  deliverance  from. that  temped  in  which 
.1  had  been  forely  exercifed,  and  in  calmncfs 
of  mind  went  forward,  trufting  that  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  as  I  faithfully  attended  to  him, 
would  be  a  counfellor  to'me  in  all  difficulties. 

The  feventh  day  of  the  fifth-  month,  in 
the  year  I757>  ^  lodged  at  a  friend’s  houfe ; 
and  the  next  day,  being  the  firll:  of  the  week, 
was  at  Potapfco  meeting;  then  croffed  Patux¬ 
ent  river,  and  lodged  at  a  public-houfe. 

On  the  ninth  breakfalled  at  a  friend’s 
houfe;  who,  afterward,  putting  us  a  little  on 
our  way,  I  had  converfation  with  him,  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  concerning  his  flaves; 
in  which  my  heart  was  tender,  and  1  ufed 
much  plainnefs  of  fpeech  with  him,  vvhich  he 
appeared  to  take  kindly.  We  purfucd  our 
journey  without  appointing  meetings,  being 
preffed  in  mind  to  be  at  the  yearly-meet¬ 
ing  in  Virginia;  and,  in  my  travelling  on  the 
road,  I  often  felt  a  cry  rile  from  the  center 
of  my  mind,  thus:  O  Lord,  I  am  a  ftran- 
ger  on  the  earth,  hide  not  thy  face  from  me. 

On 
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On  the  eleventh  day  of  the  fifth  month,  we 
crofled  the  rivers  Patowmack  and  Rapahan- 
nock,  and  lodged  at  Port-Royal  :  and  on  the 
way  we  happening  in  company  with  a  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  militia,  who  appeared  to  be  a 
thoughtful  man,  I  took  occafion  to  remark 
on  the  difference  in  general  betwixt  a  people 
ufed  to  labour  moderately  for  their  living, 
training  up  their  children  in  frugality  and 
bufinefs,  and  thofe  who  live  on  the  labour  of 
(laves;  the  former,  in  my  view,  being  the 
mod  happy  life  :  with  which  he  concurred, 
and  mentioned  the  trouble  arifing  from  the 
untoward,  flothful,  difpofition  of  the  negroes; 
.adding,  that  one  of  our  labourers  would  do 
as  much  in  a  day  as  two  of  their  (laves.  I 
replied,  that  free  men,  whcfe  minds  were 
properlV  on  their  bufinefs,  found  a  fatisfac— 
tion  in  improving,  cultivating,  and  providing 
for  their  families  ;  but  negroes,  labouring  to 
fupport  others  who  claim  them  as  their  pro¬ 
perty,  and  expedling  nothing  but  (lavery  du¬ 
ring  life,  had  not  the  like  inducement  to'  be 
induftrious. 

After  Ibme  farther  i  converfatlon ,  I  faid, 
that  men  having  power  too  often  mifap- 
plied  it ;  that  though  we  made  flaves  of  the 
negroes,  and  the  Turks  made  flaves  of  the 
Chriftians,  I  believed  that  liberty  was  the  na¬ 
tural  right  of  all  men  equally  :  which  he  did 
not  deny  ;  but  faid,  the  lives  of  the  negroes 
were  io  wretched  in  their  own  country,  that 
many  of  them  lived  better  here  than  there: 
I  only  faid,  there  are  great  odds,  in  regard  to 
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us,  on  what  principle  we  aft  j  and  fo  the 
converfation  on  that  fubjeft  ended  :  and  I  may 
here  add,  that  another  perfon,  fome  time  af¬ 
terward,  mentioned  the  wretchednefs  of  the 
negroes,  occafioned  by,  their  inteftine  wars, 
as  an  argument  in  favour  of  our  fetching 
them  away  for  flaves :  to  which  I  then  repli¬ 
ed,  if  companion  on  the  Africans,  in  regard 
to  their  domeftic  troubles,  were  the  real 
motive  of  our  purchafing  them,  that  fpirit 
of  tendernefs,  being  attended  to,  would  incite 
us  to  ufe  them  kindly ;  that,  as  ftrangers 
brought  out  of  affliftion,  their  lives  might 
be  happy  among  us  j  and  as  they  are,  human 
creatures,  whofe  fouls  are  as  precious  as  ours,, 
and  who  may  receive  the  fame  help  and  com¬ 
fort  from  the  holy  feriptures  as  we  do,  we 
could  not  omit  fuitable  endeavours  to  inftruft  ’ 
them  therein  ;  but  while  we  manifeft,  by  our 
conduft,  that  our  views  in  purchafing  them 
are  to  advance  ourfelves ;  and  while  our  buy¬ 
ing  captives  taken  in  war  animates  thofe 
parties  to  pufh  on  that  war,  and  increafe  de- 
folation  amongfl  them,  to  fay  they  live  unhap¬ 
py  in  Africa,  is  far  from  being  an  argument 
in  our  favour  :  and  I  farther  faid,  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  thefe  provinces  to  me  appear 
difficult ;  that  the  flaves  look  like  a  burthen- 
fome  ftone  to  fach  who  burthen  themfelves 
vyith  them ;  and  that  if  the  white  people  re¬ 
tain  a  refolution  to  prefer  their  outward  prof-' 
pefts  of  gain  to  all  other  confiderations,  and 
do  not  aft  confeientioufly  toward  them  as  fel¬ 
low-creatures,  .  I  believe  that  burthen  will , 

grow 
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orow  heavier  and  heavier,  till  times  change 
fn  a  way  difagreeable  to  us  :  at  which  the 
perfon  appeared  very  ferious,  and  owned, 
that,  in  confidering  their  condition,  and  the 
manner  of  their  treatment  in  thefe  provinces, 
he  had  fometimes  thought  it  might  be  juft  in 
the  Almighty  fo  to  order  it. 

Having  thus  travelled  through  Maryland, 
we  came  amongft  friends  at  Cedar-Creek  in 
Virginia,  on  the  twelfth  day  of ,  the  fifth 
month  j  and  the  next  day  rode,  in  company 
with  feveral  friends,  a  day’s  journey  to  Camp- 
Creek.  As  I  was  riding  along  in  the 
morning,  my  mind  was  deeply  affe<fted  in  a 
fenfe  I  had  of  the  want  of  divine  aid  to  fup- 
port  me  in  the  various  difficulties  which  at¬ 
tended  me  ;  and,  in  an  uncommon  diftrefs  of 
mind,  I  cried  in  fecret  to  the  Moft  High,  O 
Lord,  be  merciful,  I  befeech  thee,  to  thy  poof 
afflided  creature.  After  fome  time,  I  felt 
inward  relief }  and,  foon  after,  a  friend  in 
company  -began  to  talk  in  fupport  of  the  flave- 
trade,  and  faid,  the  negroes  were  underftood 
to  be  the  offspring  of  Cain,  their  blacknefs 
being  the  mark  God  fet  upon  him  after  he 
murdered  Abel  his  brother;  that  it  was  the 
defign  of  Providence  they  fhould  be  flaves, 
as  a  condition  proper  to  the  race  of  fo  wicked 
a  man  as  Cain  was :  then  another  fpake  in 
fupport  of  what  had  been  faid.  To  all  vvhich^ 
I  replied  in  fubftance  as  follows  :  That  Noah 
and  his  family  were  all  who  furvived  the  flood, 
according  to  feripture  ;  and,  as  Noah  was  of 
Seth’s  race,  the  family  of  Cain  was  wholly 
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deflroyed.  One  of  them  faid,  that  after  the 
flood  Ham  went  to  the  land  of  Nod,  and 
took  a  wife ;  that  Nod  was  a  land  far 
diflant,  inhabited  by  Cain’s  race,  and  that 
the  flood  did  not  reach  it ;  and  as  Ham  was 
fentenced  to  be  a  fervant  of  fervants  to  his 
brethren,  thefe  two  families,  being  thus  join¬ 
ed,  were  undoubtedly  fit  only  for  flaves.  I 
replied,  the  flood  was  a  judgement  upon 
the  world  for  its  abominations  ;  and  it  was 
granted,  that  Cain’s  flock  was  the  mofl  wick¬ 
ed,  and  therefore  unreafonable  to  fuppofe 
they  were  fpared :  as  to  Ham’s  going  to  the 
land  of  Nod  for  a  wife,  no  time. being  fixed. 
Nod  might  be  inhabited  by  fome  of  Noah’s 
family,  before  Ham  married  a  fecond  time  j 
moreover  the  text  faith,  “  That  ail  fleth  died 
“  that  moved  upon  the  earth.”  Gen.  vii.  21. 
1  farther  reminded  them,  how  the  prophets 
repeatedly  declare,  “  That  the  fon  ihall  not 
“  fufrer  for  the  iniquity  of  the  father ;  but 
“■  every  one  be  anfwerable  for  his  ov/n  fins.” 
I  was  troubled  to  perceive  the  darknefs  of 
their  imaginations ;  and  in  forae  preflure  of 
fpirit  faid,  the  love  of  eafe  and  gain  is  the 
motive  in  general  for  keeping  flaves,  and  men 
are  wont  to  take  hold  of  weak  arguments  to 
fupport  a  canfe  which  is  unreafonable ;  and 
added,  I  have  no  interefl  on  either  fide,  fave 
only  the  interefl  which  I  defire  to  have  in  the 
truth :  and  as  1  believe  liberty  is  their  right, 
and  fee  they  are  not  only  deprived  of  it,  but 
treated,  in  other  refpedts,  with  inhumanity  in 
many  places,  I  believe  he,  who  is  a  reluge 

lor 
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for  the  opprefled,  will,  in  his  own  time, 
plead  their  caufe;  and  happy  will  it  be  for 
fuch,  as  walk  in  uprightnels  before  him: 

and  thus  our  converfation  ended. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  fifth  month 
I  was  at  Camp-Creek  monthly  meeting,  and 
then  rode  to  the  mountains  up  James-River, 
and  had  a  meeting  at  a  friend’s  houfe ;  in 
both  which  I  felt  forrow  of  heart,  and  my 
tears  were  poured  out  before  the  Lord,  wno 
was  pleafed  to  afford  a  degree  of  flrength  by 
which  way  was  opened  to  clear  my  mind 
amongft  friends  in  thofe  places.  From  thence 
I  went  to  Fort-Creek,  and  fo  to  Cedar-Cieek 
again  ;  at  which  place  I  had  a  meeting  ; 
here  I  found  a  tender  feed  :  and  as  I  was  pre- 
ferved  in  the  mini  (fry  to  keep  low  with  the 
truth,  the  fame  truth  in  their  hearts  anfwer- 
ed  it,  that  it  was  a  time  of  mutual  refrefh- 
rnent  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.  I  lodged 
at  James  Standley’s,  father  of  William  Stand- 
ley,  one  of  the  young  men  who  fuffered  im- 
prifonment  at  Winchefter,  laft  lummer,  on 
account  of  their  teftimony  againif  fighting  5 
and  1  had  fomc  fatisfadory  converfation  with 
him  concerning  it.  Hence  I  went  to  the 
Swamp-meeting,  and  to  Wayanoke-meet- 
ing ;  and  then  croff'ed  James-River,  and 
lodged  near  Burleigh.  From  the  time  of  my 
entering  Maryland  I  had  been  much  under 
forrow,  which  fo  increafed  upon  me,  that 
my  mind  was  almoft  overwhelmed;  and  I 
may  fay,  with  the  pfalmifl,  “  in  my  diftrefs  I 
“  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  cried  to  my 

“  God;” 
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“  God  j”  who,  in  infinite  goodnefs,  looked 
upon  my  afflidtion,  and  in  niy  private  retire¬ 
ment  fent  the  Comforter  for  my  relief;  for 
which  I  humbly  blefs  his  holy  name. 

The  fenfe  I  had  of  the  ftate  of  the  churches 
brought  a  weight  of  diltrefs  upon  me :  the 
gold  to  me  appeared  dim,  and  the  fine  gold 
changed  j  and  though  this  is  the  cafe  too  ge¬ 
nerally,  yet  the  fenfe  of  it  in  thefe  parts  hath, 
in  a  particular  manner,  borne  heavy  upon 
me.  It  appeared  to  me,  that,  through  the 
prevailing  of  the  ipirit  of  this  world,  the 
minds  of  many  were  brought  to  an  inward 
defolation  ;  and,  infteadof  the  fpiritof  meek- 
nefs,  gentlenefs,  and  heavenly  wifdom,  which 
are  the  necelTary  companions  of  the  truefheep 
of  Chrift,  a  fpirit  of  fiercenefs,  and  the  love 
of  dominion,  too  generally  prevailed.  From 
fmall  beginnings  in  errors,  great  buildings, 
by  degrees,  are  raifed  ;  and  from  one  age  to 
another  are  more  and  more  ftrengthened  by 
the  general  concurrence  of  the  people  :  and, 
as  men  obtain  reputation  by  their  profeffion 
of  the  truth,  their  virtues  are  mentioned  as 
arguments  in  favour  of  general  error;  and 
thofe  of  lefs  note,  to  juftify  themfelves,  fay, 
fuch  and  fuch  good  men  did  the  like.  By 
what  other  fteps  could  the  people  of  Judah 
arife  to  that  height  in  wickednefs,  as  to 
give  juft  ground  for  the  prophet  Ifaiah  to  de¬ 
clare,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  “  that  none 
“  calleth  for  juftice,  nor'  anj  pleadeth  for 
truth  Ifaiah  lix.  4.  or  for  the  Almighty 
to  call  upon  the  great  city  of  Jerufalem,  juft 

before 
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before  the  Babylonilli  captivity,  “  If  ye  can 
“  find  a  man,  if  there  be  any  who  executeth 
“  judgement,  that  feeketh  the  truth,  and  I 
«  will  pardon  it.”  Jer.  v.  i .  The  profped  of 
a  road  lying  open  to  the  fame  degeneracy,  in 
fome  parts  of  this  newly-fettled  land  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  refpedt  to  our  condudt  toward,  the 
negroes,  deeply  bowed  my  mind  in  this 
journey  ;  and,  though,  to.  briefly  relate  how 
thefe  people  are  treated  is  no  agreeable  work} 
yet,  after  often  reading  over  the  notes  I  made 
is  I  travelled,  I  find  my  mind  engaged- to 
preferve  them.  Many  of  the  white  people  in 
thofe  provinces  take  little  or  no  care  of  negro 
marriages;  and,  when  negroes  marry  after 
their  own  way,  fome  make  fo  little  account 
of  thofe  marriages,  that,  with  views  of  out¬ 
ward  intereft,  they  often  part  men  from  their 
wives  by  felling  them  far  afunder ;  which  is 
common  when  eftates  are  fold  by  executors 
at  vendue.  Many,  whofe  labour  is  heavy, 
being  followed,  at  their  bufinefs  in  the  field, 
by  a  man  with  a  whip,  hired  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  have,  in  common,  little  elfe  allowed  but 
one  peck  of  Indian  corn  and  fome  fait  for 
one-week,  with  a  few  potatoes  ;  the  potatoes 
they  commonly  raile  by.  their  labour  on  the, 
fir  ft  day  of  the  week. 

The  eorredtion,  enfuing  on  their  difobedi- 
ence  to  overfeers,  or  flothfulnefs  in  bufinefs, 
is  often  very  fevere,  and  fometimes  defperate. 

The  men  and  women  have  many  times  fcarce 
clothes  enough  to  hide  their  nakednefs,  and 
boys  and  girls,  ten  and  twelve  years. old,  are 

often 
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often  quite  naked  amongft  their  inafter’s  chil-i  * 
dren  :  foine  of  our  locicty,  and  lonve  of  the 
fbciety  called  New-Lights,  ule  loiue  cndea*-' 
vours  to  inftrudt  thofe  they  have  in  reading  ; 
but,  in  common,  this  is  not  only  negleded,-*..' 
but  difapproved.  Thefe  are  the  people  by 
whofe  labour  the  other  inhabitants  are  in  a 
great  meafure  fupported,  and-  many  of  them 
in  the  luxuries  of  life  ;  thefe  are  the  people 
who  have  made  no  agreement  to  ferve  us, 
and  who  have  not  forfeited  their  liberty  that 
we  know  of :  thefe  are  fouls  for  whom  Chrift 
died,  and,  for  our  conduil  toward  them,  we 
muft  anfwer  before  him  who  is  no  refpedfer 
of  perfons. 

They  who  know  the  only  true  God,  and 
Jcfus  Chrift  whom  he  hath  fent,  and  are  thus, 
acquainted  with  the  merciful,  benevolent, 
gofpel  fpirit,  will  therein  perceive  that  the 
indignation  of  God  is  kindled  againft  oppref- 
lion  and  cruelty ;  and,  in  beholding  the  great 
diftrefs  of  fo  numerous  a  people,  will  find 
caufe  for  mourning. 

From  my  lodging  I  went  to  Burleigh 
meeting,  where  I  felt  my  mind  drawn  into 
a  quiet  refigned  ftate  ;  and,  alter  long  filence, 

I  felt  an  engagement  to  ftand  up  ;  and,  through 
the  pow'erful  operation  of  divine  love,  we 
were  favoured ,  with  an  edifying  meeting. 
The  next  meeting  we  had  was  at  Black-Wa¬ 
ter;  and  fo  to  the  yearly-meeting  at  the  ■ 
Weftern  Branch  :  when  bufinefs  began,  fome 
queries  were  confidered,  by  fome  of  their 
members,  to  be  now  produced  ;  and,  if  ap- 
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'proved,  to  be  anfwered  hereafter  by  their  re- 
fpedtive  monthly-meetings.  They  were  the 
Pennfylvania  queries,  which  had  been  exa¬ 
mined  by  a  committee  of  Virginia  yearly- 
meeting  appointed  the  laft  year,  who  made 
fome  aherations  in  them ;  one  of  which  alte¬ 
rations  was  made  in  favour  of  a  cuilbm 
which  troubled  me.  The  query  was,  Are 
there  any  concerned  in  the  importation  of 
negroes,  or  buying  them  after  imported  ?’* 
which  they  altered  thus ;  Are  there  any 
‘‘  concerned  in  the  importation  of  negroes,  or 
“  buying  them  to  trade  in?'*  As  one  query 
admitted  with  unanimity  was,  Are  any  con- 
cerned  in  buying  or  vending  goods  unlaw- 
fully  imported,  or  prize  goods  ?"'  I  found 
my  mind  engaged  to  fay,  that  as  “we  pro- 
feffed  the  truth,  and  were  there  aflembled  to 
fijppbrt  the  teftimony  of  it,  it  was  heceflary 
for  us  to  dwell  deep,  and  adt  in  that  wifdom 
w  hich  is  pure,  or  otherwire  we  could  not 
piofpcr.  I  then  mentioned  their  alteration  j 
and,  referring  to  the  laft-mentioned  query, 
added,  as  purchafing  any  merchandize,  taken 
by  the  fword,  was  always  allowed  to  be  in- 
confiftent  with  our  principles;  negroes  be¬ 
ing  captives  of  war,  or  taken  by  ftealth, 
thofe  circumftances  make  it  inconfiftent  with 
our  teftimony  to  buy  them ;  and  their  being 
our  fellow-creatures,  who  are  fold  as  flaves, 
adds  greatly  to  the  iniquity.  Friends  ap¬ 
peared  attentive  to  what  was  faid ;  fome  ex- 
prelTed  a  care  and  concern  about  their  ne¬ 
groes  ;  none  made  any  objeftion,  by  way  of 
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reply  to  what  I  faid  ;  but  the  query  was  ad¬ 
mitted  as  they  had  altered  it.  As  fome  of  their 
rheniberS  have  heretofore  traded  in  negroes, 
as  in  other  merchandize,  this  query,  be¬ 
ing  admitted,  will  be  one  ftep  farther  than 
they  have  hitherto  gone  :  and,  I  did  not  fee 
it  my  duty  to  prefs  for  an  alteration  ;  but  felt 
eafy  to  leave  it  all  to  him,  who  alone  is  able 
to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  mighty,  and  make 
way  for ’the  fpreading  of  truth  on  the  earth, 
by  means  agreeable  to  his  infinite  wifdom. 
But,  in  regard  to  thofe  they  already  had,  I 
felt  my  mind  engaged  to  labour  with  them  j 
and  faid,  that,  as  we  believe  the  fcriptures 
were  given  forth  by  holy  men,  as  they  were 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  many  of  us 
know  by  experience  that  they  are  often  help¬ 
ful  and  comfortable,  and  believe  ourfelves 
bound  in  duty  to  teach  our  children  to  read 
them,  I  believe  that,  if  we  were  diverted  of 
all  felfilh  views,  the  fame  good  fpirit,  that 
gave  them  forth,  would  engage  us  to  teach 
the  negroes  to  read,  that  they  might  have  the 
benefit  of  them :  fome,  amongrt  them,  at 
this  time,  manifcfted  a  concern  in  regard  to 
taking  more  care  in  the  education  of  their  ne¬ 
groes. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  fifth 
month,  at  the  houfe  where  I  lodged,  was  a 
meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  at  the  ninth 
hour  in  the  morning  ;  at  which  time  I  found 
an  engagement  to  fpeak  freely  and  plainly  to 
them  concerning  their  flaves  j  mentioning, 
how  they,  as  the  firrt:  rank  in  the  fociety, 

whofe 
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whofe  ccndudt  in  that  cafe  was  much  noticed 
by  others,  were  under  the  ftronger  obligar 
tions  to  look  carefully  to  themfelves :  expreff- 
ing  how  needful  it  was  for  them,  in  that  fi- 
tuation,  to  be  thoroughly  divefted  of  all  feif- 
ifh  views  j  that  living  in  the  pure  truth,  and 
adling-  confcientioufly  toward  thofe  people  in 
their  education  and  otherwife,  they  might  be 
inftrumental  in  helping  -  forward  a  work  fo 
necelTary,  and  fo  .much  neglected  amongft 
them.  At  the  twelfth  hour  the  meeting  of 
worfhip  began,  which  was  a  folid  meeting. 

On  the  thirtieth’  day,  about  the  tenth  hour, 
friends  met  to  finilh  their  bufiinefs,  and  then 
the  meeting  for  worth! p  enfued,  which  to  me 
was  a  laborious  time  j  but,  through  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  truth,  I  believe,  gained 
fome  ground  ;  and  it  was  a  ftrengthening  op¬ 
portunity  to  the  honeft- hearted. 

About  this  time  I  wrote  an  epiftle  to  friends 
in  the  back-fettlements  of  North  Carolina,  as 
follows : 

To  friends  at  their  monthly- meeting  at  New- 
Garden  and  Cane-Creek,  in  North-Caxoli- 
na. 

Dear  friends,  ' 

IT  having  pleafed  the  Lord  to  draw  me 
forth  on  a  vifit  to  fome  parts  of  Virginia 
and  Carolina,  you  have  often  been  in  my 
mind ;  and  though  my  way  is  not  clear  to 

F  2  come 


68  The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 

come  in  perfon  to  viEt  you,  yet  I  feel  it  in 
my  heaPt  to  communicate  a  few  things,  as 
they  arife  in  the  love  of  truth.  Firft,  my 
dear  friends,  dwell  in  humility,  and  take 
heed  that  no  views  of  outward  gain  get  too 
deep  hold  of  you,  that  fo  your  eyes  being 
fingle  to  the  Lord,  you  may  be  preferved  in 
the  way  of  fafety.  Where  people  let  loofe 
their  minds  after  the  love  of  outward  things, 
and  are  more  engaged  in  purfuing  the  pro¬ 
fits,  and  feeking  the.  friendihips,  of  this 
world,  than  to  be  inwardly  acquainted  with 
the  way  of  true  peace  ;  fuch  walk  in  a  vain 

fhadow,  while  the  true  comfort  of  life  is 

\ 

wanting  ;  their  examples  are  often  hurtful  to 
others  •,  and  their  treafures,  thus  colledted, 
do  many  times  prove  dangerous  fnares  to 
their  children. 

But  where  people  are  fincerely  devoted  to 
follow  Chrift,  and  dwell  under  the  influence 
of  his  holy  Spirit,  their  liability  and  firm- 
nefs,  through  a  divine  bleffing,  is  at  times 
like  dew  on  the  tender  plants  round  about 
them,  and  the  v.^eightinefs  of  their  Ipirits  fe- 
cretly  works  on  the  minds  of  others ;  and 
in  this  condition,  through  the  fpreading  in¬ 
fluence  of  divine  love,  they  feel  a  care  over 
the  flock ;  and  way  is  opened  for  maintain- 
ing  good  order  in  the  fociety :  and  though 
we  meet  with  oppolition  from  another  fpirit, 
yet,  as  there  is  a  dwelling  in  meeknefs,  feel¬ 
ing  our  fpirits  fubjedf,  and  moving  only  in 
the  gentle  peaceable  wifdom,  the  inward  re¬ 
ward  of  quietnels  will  be  greater  than^all  our 

difficulties. 
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difficulties.  Where  the  pure  life  is  kept  to, 
and  meetings  of  difeipline  are  held  in  the 
authority  of  it,  we  find  by  experience  that 
they  are  comfortable,  and  tend  to  the  health 
of  the  body. 

While  I  write,  the  youth  come  freffi 
in  my  way  :  —  Dear  young  people,  choofe 
God  for  your  portion  ;  love  his  truth,,; and  be 
not  afiiamed  of  it ;  choofe  for  your  company 
fuch  as  ferve  him  in  uprightnefs  :  and 
ffiun,  as  mofi:  dangerous,  the  converfation  of 
.thofe  whofe  lives  are  of  an  ill  favour ;  for,  by 
frequenting  fuch  company,  fome  hopeful 
young  people  have  come  to  great  lofs,  and  have 
been  drawn  from  lefs  evils  to  greater,  to  their 
utter  ruin.  In  the  bloom  of  youth  ho  orna¬ 
ment  is  fo  lovely  as  that  of  virtue,  nor  any 
enjoyments  equal  to  thofe  which  we  partake 
of,  in  fully  refigning  ourfelves  to  the  divine 
will  ;  thefe  enjoyments  add  fweetnefs  to  all 
other  comforts,  and  give  true  fatisfadlion  in 
company  and  converfation,  where  people  are 
mutually  acquainted  with  it;  and,  as  your 
minds  are  thus  feafoned  v>^ith  the  truth,  you 
will  find  firength  to  abide  ftedfaft  to  the  tef- 
timony  of  it,  and  be  prepared  for  fervices  in 
the  church. 

And  now,  dear  friends  and  brethren,  as 
you  are  improving  a  wildernefs,  and  may  be 
numbered  amongft  the  firft  planters  in  one 
part  of  a  province,  I  befeech  you,  in  the  love 
of  Jeius  Chrift,  to  wifely  confider  the  force 
of  your  examples,  and  think  how  much  your  ' 
fucceflfors  may  be  thereby  affedled :  it  is  a 

F  3  help 
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help  in  a  country,  yea,  and  a  great  favour 
and  ableffing,  when  cuftoms,  firft  fettled,  are 
agreeable  to  found  wifdom  :  fo,  when  they  are 
otherwife,  the  effedl  of  them  is  grievous ;  and 
children  feel  themfelves  encompaffed  with 
difficulties  prepared  for  them  by  their  prede- 
ceffors. 

As  moderate  care  and  exercife,  under  the 
diredtion  of  truc'wifdom,  are  ufeful  both  to 
mind  and  body;  fo,  by  this  means  in  gene¬ 
ral,  the  real  wants  of  life  are  eafily  fupplied  : 
our  gracious  Father  having  fo  proportioned 
one  to  the  other,  that  keeping  in  the  true 
medium  we  may  pafs  on  quietly.  Where 
flaves  are  purchafed  to  do  our  labour,  nume¬ 
rous  difficulties  attend  it.  To  rational  crea¬ 
tures  bondage  is  uneafy,  and  frequently  oc- 
cafions  fournefs  and  difeontent  in  them  ; 
which  affedls  the  family,  and  fuch  as  claim 
the  maftery  over  them  :  and  thus  people  and 
their  children  are  many  times  encompaffed 
with  vexations,  which  arife  from  their  ap¬ 
plying  to  wrong  methods  to  get  a  living. 

I  have  been  informed  that  there  is  a 
large  number  of  friends  in  your  parts,  who 
have  no  flaves  ;  and,  in  tender  and  moft  af- 
fedllonate  love,  I  befeech  you  to  keep  clear 
from  purchafing  any.  Look,  my  dear  friends, 
to  divine  Providence ;  and  follow  in  fimpli- 
city  that  exercife  of  body,  that  plainnefs  and 
fruo-ality,  which  true  wifdom  leads  to;  lb 
will  you  be  preferved  from  thole  dangers 
which  attend  fuch  as  are  aiming  at  outward 
eafe  and  greatnefs. 


Treafures, 
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Trealures,  though  fmall,  attained  on  a  tme 
principle  of  virtue,  are  fweet  in  the  polTef- 
fion  ;  and,  while  we  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
Lord,  there  is  true  comfort  and  fatisfaftion. 
Here,  neither  the  murmurs  of  an  opprefled 
people,  nor  an  uneafy  confciepce,  nor  anxi¬ 
ous  thoughts  about  the  events  of  things,  hin¬ 
der  the  enjoyment  of  it.  1 

When  we  look  toward  the  end  of  life,  and 
think  on  the  divii]on  of  our  fubftance  among 
our  fuccefTors  ;  if  we  know  that  it  was  col¬ 
lected  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  in  honefty,  in 
equity,  and  in  uprightnefs  .of  heart  before 
him,  we  may  confider  it  as  his  gift  to  us ; 
and,  with  a  fingle  eye  to  his  bleffing,  beftow 
it  on  thofe  we  leave  behind  us.'  Such  is  the 
happinefs  of  the  plain  ways  of  true  virtue. 
The  work  of  rlghteoufnefs  fnall  be  peace; 
and  the  effeca  of  righteoufnefs,  quietnefs 
and  affiirance  for  ever/’  Ifa.  xxxii.  17. 
Dwell  here,  my  dear  friends;  and  then,  in 
remote  and  folitary  defarts,  you  may  find 
true  peace  and  fatisfaition.  If  the  Lord  be 
our  God,  in  truth  and  reality,  there  is  fafe- 
ty  for  us  ;  for  he  is  a  ftrong-hold  in  the  day 
of  trouble,  and  knoweth  them  that  truft  in 
him. 

» 

lUe  of  Wight  County,  in  Virginia,. 

29rh  of  the  5th  month,  lys/. 
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From  the  yearly-meeting  in  Virginia,  I' 
went  to  Carolina ;  and,  on  the  firfl  day  of  the 
fixth' month,  was  at  Wells  monthly-meeting, 
where  the  fpring  of  the  gofpel  miniftry  was 
opened,  and  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrifl  experi¬ 
enced  amongft  us  :  to  his  name  be  the  praife  ! 

Here  my  brother  joined  with  fome  friends 
from  New- Garden,  who  were  going  home¬ 
ward  ;  and  I  went  next  to  Simon’s-Creek 
monthly*meeting,  where  I  was  filent  during 
the  'meeting  for  worfliip :  when  bufinefs 
'came  on,  my  mind  was  exercifed  concerning 
the  poor  flavies ;  but  did  not  feel  my  way  clear 
to  fpeak  :  in  this  condition  I  was  bowed  in 
fpirit  before  the  Lord  ;  and  with  tears  and 
inward  fupplication  befought  him  fo  to  open 
my  underflanding,  that  I  might  know  his 
will  concerning  me ;  and,  at  length,  my  ■ 
mind  was  fettled  in  filence  :  near  the  end  of 
their  bufinefs,  a  member  of  their  meeting 
exprefled  a  concern,  that  had  fome  time  lain 
upon  him,  on  account  of  friends  fo  much 
negledting  their  duty  in  the  education  of 
their  flaves ;  and  propofed  having  meetings 
fometimes  appointed  for  them  on  a  week¬ 
day,  to  be  only  attended  by  fome  friends  to 
be  named  in  their  monthly  meetings  :  many 
prefent  appeared  to  unite  with  the  propofal : 
one  faid,  he  had  often  wondered  that  they, 
being  our  fellow-creatures  and  capable  of  re¬ 
ligious  underflanding,  had  been  fo  exceeding¬ 
ly  negledted  :  another  exprefled  the  like  con¬ 
cern,  and'  appeared  zealous,  that  friends,  in 
future,  might  more  clofely  confider  it ;  at 

length 
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leti'^fh  a  minute  was  made  :  and  the  farther 
confideration  of  it  referred  to  their  next 
monthly-meeting.  The  friend  who  made  this 
propofal  had  negroes  :  he  told  nie,  that  he 
was  at  New-Garden  j  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  from  home,  and  came  back  alone  j 
and  that  in'  this  folitary  journey,  this  exer- 
cife,  in  regard  to  the  education  of  their  ne¬ 
groes,  was,  from  time  to  time,  renewed  in 
his  mind.  A  friend  of  fome  note  in  Virgi¬ 
nia,  who  had  flaves,  told  me,  that  he  being 
far  from  home  on  a  lonefomc  journey,  had 
many  ferious  thoughts  about  them  j  and  that  ^ 
his  mind  was  fo  impreffed  therewith,  that  he 
believed  that  he  faw  a  time  coming,  when 
divine  Providence  would  alter  the  circum- 
ftance  of  thefe  people,  refpedting  their  con¬ 
dition  as  flaves. 

From  hence  I  went  to  Newbegun-Creek, 
and  fat  a  confiderable  time  in  much  weak- 
nefs ;  then  I  felt  truth  open  the  way  to  fpeak 
a  little  in  much  plainnefs  and  fimplici- 
ty,  till,  at  length,  through"  the  increafe  of 
divine  love  amongft  us,  we  had  a  feafoning 
opportunity.  From  thence  to  the  head  of 
Little-River,  on  a  firft-day,  where  was  a 
crouded  meeting  j  and,  I  believe,  it  was, 
through  divine  goodnefs,  made  profitable  to 

fome.  Thence  to  the  Old-Neck ;  where  1  was 

1 

led  into  a  careful  fearching  outthe  fecret  work¬ 
ings  of  the  myflery  of  iniquity,  which,  un¬ 
der  a  cover  of  religion,  exalts  itfelf  agailifl: 
that  pure  fpirit,  which  leads  in  the  way  of 
meeknefs  and  felf-denial.  From  thence  to 
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•Pineywoods :  this  was  the  laft  meeting  I  was 

ill  Carolina,  and  was  large;  and,  my  heart 
being  deeply  engaged,  I  was  drawn  forth  in¬ 
to  a  fervent  labour  amongft  them. 

From  hence  I  went  back  into  Virginia,  and 
had  a  meeting  near  James  Cowpland’s;  it 
was  a  time  of  inward  fuifering ;  but,  through 
the  goodneis  of  the  Lord,  I  was  made  con¬ 
tent  :  then  to  another  meeting ;  where, 
through  the  renewings  of  pure  love,  we  had 
a  very  comfortable  feafon. 

Travelling  up  and.  down  of  late,  I  have 
had  renewed  evidences,  that  to  be  faithful  to 
the  Lord,  and  content  with  his  will  concern¬ 
ing  me,  is  a  mod  ncceflary  and  ufeful  leflbn 
for  me  to  be  learning  ;  looking  lefs  at  the 
.elfeds  of  my  labour,  than  at  the  pure  motion 
and  reality  of  the  concern,  as  it  arifes  frorn 
heavenly  love.  In  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  ever- 
iafting  drength  ;  and  as  the  mind,  by  a  hum¬ 
ble  refignation,  is  united  to  him;  and  we 
utter  words  from  an  inward  knowledge  that 
they  arife  from  the  heavenly  fpring,  though 
our  way  may  be  difficult,  and  require  clofp 
attention  to  keep  in  it  ;  and  though  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  we  may  be  led  may  tend  to  our 
own  abafement ;  yet,  if  we  continue  in  pa¬ 
tience  and  meeknefs,  heavenly  peace  is  the  re¬ 
ward  of  our  labours. 

From  thence  I  went  to  Curies  meeting  ; 
which,  though  fmall,  was  reviving  to  the 
honed-hearted.  Thence  to  Black-Creek  and 
Caroline  meetings ;  from  whence,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  William  Standley,  before-mentioned, 

we 
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we  roHe  to  Goofe-Creek,  being  much  through 
the  woods,  and  about  one  hundred  miles.-— 
We  lodged  the  firft  night,  at  a  public- 
houfe  ;  the  fecond,  in  the  woods ;  and,  the 
next  day,  we  reached  a  friend  s  houfe,  at 
Goofe-Creek.  In  the  woods  we  lay  under 
fome  difadvantage,  having  no  fireworks  nor 
bells  for  our  horfes  j  but  we  flopped  a  little 
before  night,  and  let  them  feed  on  the  wild 
grafs  which  was  in  plenty ;  in  the  mean  time 
cutting  with  our  knives  a  ftore  againft  night, 
and  then  tying  them,  and  gathering  fome  bulh- 
es  under  art  oak,  we  lay  down  5  but,-  the  mul- 
quetoes  being  plenty,  and  the  ground  damp, 
1  fiept  but  little ;  thus,  lying  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  and  looking  at  the  ftars,  I  was  led  to 
contemplate  on  the  condition  of  our  firft 
parents,  when  they  were  fent  lorth  from  the 
garden  ;  but  the  Almighty,  though  they  had 
been  difobedient,  continued  to  be  a  father  to 
them,  and  {hewed  them  what  tended  to  their 
felicity,  as  intelligent  creatures,  and  was  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  him.  To  provide  things  relative 
to  our  outward  living,  in  the  way  of  true 
wifdom,  is  good  ;  and  the  gift  of  improving 
in  things  ufcful  is  a  good  gift,  and  comes 
from  the  Father  of  lights.  Many  have  had 
this  gift;  and,  from  age  to  age,  there  have 
been  improvements  of  this  kind  made  in  the 
world ;  but  fome,  not  keeping  to  the  pure 
gift,  have,  in  the  creaturely  cunning  and  felf- 
exaltation,  fought  out  many  intfentions  ; 
which  inventions  of  men  are  diftindf  from 
that  uprightnefs  in  which  man  was  created ; 

as 
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as  the  firft  motion  to  them  was  evil,  fo  the 
el?e(fts  hav^e  been  and  are  evil.  At  this  day 

,^eliarv  for*  us  conftantly  to  attend 
on  the  heavenly  gift,  to  be  qualified. to  ufe 
rightly  the  good  things  in  this  life  amidft 
great  improvements,  as  it  was  for  our  firft 
parents,  when  they  were  without  any  im¬ 
provements,  without  any  friend  or  father  but 
God  only. 

I  was  at  a  meeting  at  Goofe- Creek ;  and 
next  at  a  monthly-meeting  at  Fairfax;  where, 
through  the  gracious  dealing  of  the  Almighty 
with  us,  his  power  prevailed  over  many 
hearts.  Thence  to  Manoquacy  and  Pipe- 
Creek,  in  Maryland  ;  at  both  which  places  I 
had  caufe  humbly  to  adore  him,  who  fup- 
ported  me  through  many  exercifes,  and  by 
whofe  help  I  was  enabled  to  reach  the  true 
witnefs  in  the  hearts  of  others  i  there  were 
fome  hopeful  young  people  in  thofe  parts. 
Thence  I  had  meetings  at  John  Everit’s  in 
Monalen,  and  at  Huntingdon ;  and  I  was 
made  humbly  thankful  to  the  Lord,  who 
opened  my  heart  amongft  the  people  in  thefe 
new  fettlements,  fo  that  it  was  a  time  of  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  honeft-minded. 

At  Monalen,  a  friend  gave  me  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  a  religious' fociety,  among  the  Dutch, 
called  mennonifts;  and,  amongft  other  things, 
related  a  paflage  in  fubftance  as  follows : — 
One  of  the  mennonifts  having  acquaintance 
with  a  man  of  another  fociety  at  a  confide- 
rable  diftance,  and  being  with  his  waggon  on 
bufinefs  near  the  houfe  of  his  faid  acquain¬ 
tance, 
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tance,  and  night  coming  on,  he  had  thoughts 
of  putting  up  with  him  j  but  paffing  by  his 
fields,  and  obferving  the  diftrelTed  appear¬ 
ance  of  his  flaves,  he  kindled  a  fire  in  the 
woods  hard  by,  and  lay  there  that  night,: 
his  faid  acquaintance  hearing  where  he  lodged, 
and  afterward  meeting  the  mennonift,  told 
him  of  it ;  adding,  he  fhould  have  been 
heartily  welcome  at  his  houfe ;  and,  from  their 
acquaintance  in  former  time, ,  wondered  at 
his  condud  in  that  cafe:  the  mennonift  re¬ 
plied,  ever  fince  I  lodged  by  thy  field,  1  have 
wanted  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  with  thee : 
the  matter  was ;  I  intended  to  have  come  to 
thy  houfe  for  entertainment,  but,  feeing  thy 
flaves  at  their  work,  and  obferving  the  man¬ 
ner  of  their  drefs,  I  had  no  liking  to  come 
to  partake  with  thee :  then  admoniflied  him 
to  ufe  them  with  more  humanity  j  and  added, 
as  I  lay  by  the  fire  that  night,  I .  thought 
that,  as  I  was  a  man  of  fubftance,  thou  wouldft 
have  received  me  freely  ;  but,  if  1  had  been  as 
ppor  as  one  of  thy  flaves,  and  had  no  power  to 
help  rnyfelf,  I  fhould  have  received  from  thy 
hand  no  kinder  ufage  than  they. 

Hence  1  was  at  three  meetings  in  my  way : 
and  fo  I  went  home,  under  a  humbling  fenfe  of 
the  gracious  dealings  of  the  Lord  with  me,  in 
preferving  me  through  many  trials  and  afflic¬ 
tions  in  my  journey.  I  was  out  about  two 
months,  and  travelled  about  eleven  hundred 
and  fifty  miles. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 


The  draughting  of  the  militia  in  New-Jerft  y  to 


ferve  in  the  army ;  with  fame  obfervatiotis  on 
the  fate  of  the  members  of  our  fociety  at  that 
time  —  His  vift  to  friends  in  Pennfyhania^ 


accompanied  by  Benjamin  fones — Proceedings 
at  the  monthly,  quarterly,  and  yearly y  meetings, 
in  Philadelphia,  -refpeBing  ihofe  who  keep 
faves. 


N  the  ninth  day  of  the  eighth  month,  in 


the  year  1757,  at  night,  orders  came  to 


the  military  officers  in  our  county,  (Burling¬ 
ton,)  directing  them  to  draught  the  militia,  and 
prepare  a  number  of  men  to  go  off  as  foldiers, 
to  the  relief  of  the  Englilh,  at  Fort  William- 
Henry,  in  New-York  government :  a  few 
days  after  which  there  was  a  general  review 
of  the  militia,  at  Mount-Holly,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  men  chofen  and  fent  off  under  fome 
officers.  Shortly  after,  there  came  orders  to 
draught  three  times  as  many,  to  hold  them- 
felves  in  readinefs  to  march  when  frefh  or¬ 
ders  came  :  and,  on  the  feventeenth  day  of 
the  eighth  month,  there  was  a  meeting  of 
the  military  officers  at  Mount-Holly,  who 
agreed  on  a  draught ;  and  orders  were  fent 
to  the  men,  fo  chofen,  to  meet  their  refpeClive 
captains  at  fet  times  and  places ;  thofe  in  our 
townfliip  to  meet  at  Mount-FIolly  j  amongft 
whom  was  a  confiderable  number  of  our 
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fociety.  My  mind  being  affedted  herewith, 

I  had  frefh  opportunity  to  fee  and  confider 
the  advantage  of  living  in  the  real  fubftancc 
of  religion,  where  praftice  doth  harmonize 
with  principle.  Amongft  the  officers  are  men_ 
of  underftanding,  who  have  feme  regard  to 
'lincerity  where  they  fee  it  j  and  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  their  office,  when  they  have  men 
to  deal  with  whom,  they  believe  to  be  up¬ 
right-hearted,  to  put  them  to  trouble,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  fcruples  of  confcience,  is  a  painful 
taffi,  and  likely  to  be  avoided  as  much  \^as 
eafily  may  be ;  but  where,  men  profefs  to 
be  fo  meek  and  heavenly-minded,  and  to 
have  their  truft  fo  firmly  fettled  in  God,  that 
they  cannot  join  in  wars,  and  yet,  by  their 
fpirit  and  conduit  in  common  life,  manifeft 
a  contrary  difpofition,  their  difficulties  are  great’ 
at  fuch  a  time. 

Officers,  in  great  anxiety,  endeavouring  to 
get  troops  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  their  fu- 
periors,  feeing  men,  who  are  infincere,  pre¬ 
tend  fcruple  of  confcience  in  hopes  of  be¬ 
ing  excufed  from  a  dangerous  employment, 
fuch  are  likely  to  be  roughly  handled.  In 
this  time  of  commotion  fome  of  our  young 
men  left  the  parts,  and  tarried  abroad  till  it 
was  over;  fome  came,  and  propofed  to  go 
as  foldiers ;  others  appeared  to  -have  a  real 
tender  fcruple  in  their  minds  againft  joining 
in  wars,  and  were  much  humbled  under  ,  the 
apprehenfion  of  a  trial  fo  near  :  I  had  con- 
verfation  with  feveral  of  them  to  my  fatisfac- 
tion.  At  the  fet  time  when  the  captain  came 

to 
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to  town,  fome  of  thofe  laft-mentioned  went 
and  told  him  in  fubftance  as  follows That 
they  could  not  bear  arms  for  confdence- 
fake;  nor  could  they  hire  any  to  go, in  their 
places,  being  refigned  as  to  the  event  of  it : 
at  length  the  captain  acquainted  them  all, 
that  they  might  return  home  for  the  prefent, 
and  required  them  to  provide  themfelves  as 
foldiers,  and  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  when 
called  upon.  This  was  fuch  a  time  as  I  had 
not  feen  before ;  and  yet  I  may  fay,  with 
thankfulnefs  to  the  Lord,  that  I  believed  this 
trial  was  intended  for  our  good  j  and  I  was 
favoured  with  relignation  to  him.  The  French 
army,  taking  the  fort  they  were  be/ieging,  de- 
ftroyed  it  and  went  away :  the  company  of 
men  firft  draughted,  after  fome  days  march, 
had  orders  to  return  home  ;  and  thofe  on  the 
fecond  draught  were  no  more  called  upon  on 
that  occafion. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  the  fourth  month,  -  in 
the  year  1758,  orders  came  to  fome  officers, 
in  Mount-Holly,  to  prepare  quarters,  a  fhort 
time,  for  about  one  hundred  foldiers :  and 
an  officer  and  two  other  men,  all  inhabitants 
of  our  town,  came  to  my  houfe ;  and  the  of¬ 
ficer  told  me,  that  he  came  to  fpeak  with  me, 
to  provide  lodging  and  entertainment  for  two 
foldiers,  there  being  fix  ffiillings  a  week  per 
man  allowed  as  pay  for  it.  The  cafe  being 
new  and  unexpedled,  1  made  no  anfwer  fud- 
denly  ;  but  fat  a  time  filent,  my  mind  being 
inward  :  I  was  fully  convinced,  that  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  wars  are  inconfiftent  with  the 
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purity  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ;  and  to  be 
hired  to  entertain  men,  who  were  then  under 
pay  as  fo'diers,  was  a  difficulty  with  me,  I 
expedled  they  had  legal  authority  for  what 
they  did  ;  and,  after  a  (hort  time,  I  faid  to 
the  officer,  if  the  men  are  fent  here  for  en¬ 
tertainment,  I  believe  I  ffiall  not  refufe  to  ad¬ 
mit  them  into  my  houfej  but  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  is  fuch,  that  I  expedt  I  cannot  keep 
them  on  hire :  one  of  the  men  intimated, 
that  he  thought  I  might  do  it  confiftent  with 
my  religious  principles :  to  which  I  made  no 
reply ;  as  believing  filence,  at  that  time,  beft 
for  me.  Though  they  fpake  of  two,  there 
came  only  one,  who  tarried  at  my  houfe  about 
two  weeks,  and  behaved  himfelf  civilly ;  and 
w'hen  the  officer  came  to  pay  me,  I  fold  him 
I  could  not  take  pay  for  it,  having  admitted 
him  into  my  houfe  in  a  paffive  obedience  to 
authority.  '  I  was  on  horfeback  when  he 
fpake  to  me :  and,  as  I  turned  from  him,  he 
faid,  he  was  obliged  to  me ;  to  which  I  faid 
nothing ;  but,  thinking  on  the  expreffion,  I 
grew  uneafy ;  and  afterwards,  being  near 
where  he  lived,  I  went  and  told  him  on  what 
grounds  I  refufed  taking  pay  for  keeping  the 
foldier. 

Near  the  beginning  of  the  year  1758,  I 
went  one  evening,  in  comp-any  with  a  friend, 
to  vifit  a  fick  perfon  j  and,  before  our  re-’ 
turn,  we  were  told  of  a  woman  living  near, 
who,  of  late,  had  feveral  days  been  difcon- 
folate,  occafioned  by  a  dream  ;  v/herein  death, 
and  the  judgements  of  the  Almighty  after 
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death,  were  reprefented  to  her  mind  In  a 
moving  manner :  her  fadnefs,  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  being  worn  ofF,  the  friend,  with 
whom  I  was  in  company,  went  to  fee  her, 
and  had  fome  religious  converfation  with  her 
and  her  hufband  :  with  this  vint  .they  were 
fomewhat  afFeded ;  and  the  man,  with  many 
tears,  exprelFed  his  fatisfadion;  and,  in  a 
fliort  time  after,  the  poor  man  being  on  the 
river  in  a  ftorm  of  wind,  he,  with  one  more, 
was  drowned. 

In  the  eighth  month  of  the  year 
having  had  drawings  in  my  mind  to  be  at 
the  quarterly-meeting  in  Chefter  county,  and 
at  fome  meetings  in  the  county  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  I  went  firft  to  faid  quarterly- meeting, 
which  was  large,  and  feveral  weighty  mat- 
ters  came  under  confideration  and  debate  j 
and  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  qualify  fome  of 
his  fervants  with  ftrength  and  firmnefs  to 
bear  the  burthen  of  the  day ;  though  I  faid 
but  little,  my  mind  was  deeply  exercifed ; 
and,  under  a  fenfe  of  God  s  love,  in  the  a- 
nointing  and  fitting  fome  young  men  for  his 
work,  1  was  comforted,  and  my  heart  was 
tendered  before  him.  From  hence  I  went  to 
the  youths  meeting  at  Darby,  where  my  be¬ 
loved  friend  and  brother,  Benjamin  Jones,  met 
me,  by  an  appointment  before  1  left  home, 
to  join  in  the  vifit :  and  we  were  at  Radnor, 
Merion,  Richland,  North-Wales,  Plymouth, 
and  Abington  meetings  j  and  had  caule  to 
bow  in  reverence  before  the  Lord,  our  graci- 
God,  by  whofe  help  way  was  opened 
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for  us  from  day  to  day.  I  was  out  about 

two  weeks,  and  rode  about  two  hundred 
niiles. 

The  monthly -meeting  of  Philadelphia  ha¬ 
ving  been  under  a  concern  on  account  of  fome 
friends  who  this  fummer  (1758)  had  bought 
negro  flaves,  the  faid  meeting  moved  it  to  their 
quarterly-meeting,  to  have  the  minute  recon- 
fidered  in  the  yearly- meeting,  which  was 
made  laft  on  that  fubjedt :  and  the  laid  quar¬ 
ter  ly-rneeting  appointed  a  committee  to  con- 
fider  it,  and  report  to  their  next  j  which 
Committee  having  met  once  and  adjourned, 

I,  going  to  Philadelphia  to  meet  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  yearly-meeting,  was  in  town 
the  evening  on  which  the  quarterly-meeting’s 
committee  met  the  fecond  time ;  and,  finding 
^n  inclination  to  fit  with  them,  was,  with 
fome  others,  admitted  j  and  friends  had  a 
weighty  conference  on  the  fubjedl :  and,  foon  , 
after  their  next  quarterly-meeting,  I  heard 
that  the  cafe  was  coming  to  our  yearly-meet¬ 
ing;  which  brought  a  weighty  exercife  upon 
trie,  and  under  a  fenle  of  my  own  infirmi¬ 
ties,  and  the  great  danger  I  felt  of  turning 
afide  from  perfed  purity,  my  mind  was  of¬ 
ten  drawn  to  retire  alone,  and  put  up  my 
prayers  to  the  Lord,  that  he  would  be  rgra- 
cimifly  pleafed  to  flrengthen  me;  that,  fettine 
afide  all  views  of  felf-intcrelf  and  the  friend- 

Ihip  of  this  world,  I  might  Hand  fully  reli^m- 
cd  to  his  holy  will.  “ 

In  this  yearly- meeting,  feveral  weighty 
matters  wereconfidered  ;  and,  toward  thelaif, 

^  “  that 
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that  in  relation  to  dealing  with  perfons  who 
purchafe  flaves.  During  the  feveral  fittings 
of  the  faid  meeting  my  mind  was  frequently 
covered  with  inward  prayer,  and  I  could  fay, 
with  David,  “  That  tears  were  my  meat  day 
“  and  night.”  The  cafe  of  flave-keeping  lay 
heavy  upon  me ;  nor  did  I  find  any  engage¬ 
ment  to  fpeak  diredfly  to  any  other  matter  be¬ 
fore  the  meeting.  Now,  when  this  cafe  vvas 
opened,  feveral  faithful  friends  fpake  weightily 
thereto,  with  which  I  was  comforted;  and, 
feeling  a  concern  to  caff  in  my  mite,  i  faid  in 
fubftance  as  follows : 

“  In  the  difficulties  attending  us  in  this 
life,  nothing  is  more  precious  than  the  mind 
of  truth  inwardly  manifefted ;  and  it  is  my 
earnefl  defire  that,  in  this  weighty  matter,  we 
may  be  fo  truly  humbled  as  to  be  favoured 
with  a  clear  underftanding  of  the  mind  of 
truth,  and  follow  it ;  this  would  be  of  rnore 
advantage  to  the  fociety,  than  any  medium 
not  in  the  clearnefs  of  divine  wifdom.  The 
cafe  is  difficult  to  fome  who  have  them  ;  but  if 
fuch  let  afide  all  felf-intereft,  and  come  to  be 
weaned  from  the  defire  of  getting  eftates,  or 
even  from  holding  them  together,  when  truth 
requires  the  contrary,  I  believe  way  will  open 
that  they  will  know  how  to  fleer  thiough  thole 
difficulties.” 

Many  friends  appeared  to  be  deeply  bovv- 

ed  under  the  weight  of  the  work ;  and  mani- 

fefled  much  firmnefs  in  their  love  to  the  caule 

of  truth  and  univerfal  righteoufnefs  o'!  the 

earth  :  and,  though  none  did  openly  jultify 

the 
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the  pradice  of  flive-keeping  in'  general,  yet 
fome  appeared  concerned,  left  the  meeting 
fhould  go  into  fuch  meafures  as  might  give 
uneafinefs  to  many  brethren ;  alledging,  that 
if  friends  patiently  continued  under  the  ex- 
ercife,  the  Lord,  in  time  to  come',  might 
open  a  way  for  the  deliverance  of  thefe  peo'- 
p  e  :  and,  I  finding  an  engagement  to  fpeak, 
faid,  “  My  mind  is  often  led  to  confider  the 
purity, of  the  divine  Being,  and'  the  juftice 
of  his  judgements ;  and  herein  my  foul  is  co¬ 
vered  with  awfulnefs :  1  cannot  omit  to  hint 
of  fome  cafes,  where  people  have  not  Been 
treated  with  the  purity  of  juftice,  and  the 
event  hath  been  lamentable ;  many  Haves  on 
this  continent  are  opprcfied,  and  their  cries, 
have  reached  the  ears  of  the  Moft  High. 
Such  are  the  purity  and  certainty  of  his  judge¬ 
ments,  that  he  cannot  be  partial  in  our  favour. 
In  infinite  love  and  goodnels,  he  hath  opened 
our  underftandings,  trom  one  time  to  another, 
concerning  our  duty  towards  this  people ;  and 
it  is  not  a  time  for  delay.  Should  we  now  be 
fenfible  of.whathe  requires  of  us,  and,  through 
a  refpeOl  to  the  private  intercft  of  fome  per- 
fons,  or  through  a  regard  to  fome  friendftiips 
which  do  not  ftand  on  an  immutable  founda¬ 
tion,  negledt  to  do  our  duty  in  firmnefs  and 
conftancy,  ftill  waiting  for  fome  extraordinary 
means  to  bring  about  their  •deliverance,  it  may 
be  by  terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs  God  may 
anlwer  us  in  this  matter." 

Many  faithful  brethren  laboured  with  great 
firmnefs  j  and  the  love  of  truth,  in  a  good 
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degree,  prevailed.  Several  friends,  who  bad 
negroes,  exprefled  their  defire  that  a  rule 
might  be  made,  to  deal  with  fuch  friends  as 
offenders  who  bought  flaves  in  future  :  to 
this  it  was  anfwered,  that  the  root  of  this 
evil  would  never  be  effedually  ftruck  at,  un¬ 
til  a  thorough  fearch  was  made  into  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  fuch  friends  as  kept  negroes, 
with  refpeft  to  the  righteovlfnefs  of  their 
motives  in  keeping  them,  that  impartial  juf- 
tice  might  be  adminiftered  throughout.  Seve¬ 
ral  friends  ’exprefled  their  defire,  that  a  vifit 
might  be  made  to  fuch  friends  as  kept 
Haves :  and  many  friends  faid,  that  they  be¬ 
lieved  liberty  was  the  negroes  right;  to  which, 
at  length,  no  oppofition  was  made  publicly : 
a  minute  was  made  more  full  on  that  fub- 
jetfl  than  any  heretofore ;  and  the  names  of 
feveral  friends  entered,  who  were  free  to  join 
in  a  vifit  to  fuch  as  kept  flaves. 


C  I-I  A  P. 
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CHAP.  VI.  ’ 

ti  ^ 

Ht's  mfiting  the  quarterly- meetings  in  Chejier 
county  \  and  afterwards  joining  with  Daniel 
Stanton  and  John  Scarborough  in  a  vijit  to 
fuch  as  kept  Jla^ees  there — Some  obfervations 
on  the  condu5l  fuch  JhouW  maintain  as  are 
concerned  to  /peak  in  meetings  for  difcipline — 
Several  more  vifits  to  fuch  as  kept  jlaves : 
end  to  friends  near  Sale?n — Some  account  of 
the  yearly  meeting  in  the  year  1759;  cind  of 
the  increafing  concern^  in  divers  provinces^  to 
labour  againjl  buying  and  keeping  faves- — 
T’he yearly-meeting  epifk. 

ON  the  eleventh  day  of  the  eleventh  month, 
in  the  year  J758,  I  fet  out  for  Concord; 
the  quarterly- meeting,  heretofore  held  there, 
was  now,  by  reafon  of  a  great  increafe  of 
members,  divided  into  two  by  the  agreement 
of  friends,  at  our  laft  yearly  meeting.  Here 
I  met  with  our  beloved  friends,  Samuel  Spa- 
void  and  Mary  Kirby,  from  England,  and 
with  Jofeph  White,  from  Bucks  county,  who 
had  taken  leave  of  his  family  in  order  to  go 
on  a  religious  vifit  to  friends  in  England ; 
and,  through  divine  goodnefs,  we  were  fa¬ 
voured  with  a  ftrengthening  opportunity  to¬ 
gether. 

After  this  meeting  I  joined  with  my  friends, 
Daniel  Stanton  and  John  Scarborough,  in 
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vifiting  friends  who  had  flaves  •  and  at  night 
we  had  a  family-meeting  at  William  Trim¬ 
ble’s,  many  young  people  being  there  j  and 
it  was  a  precious  reviving  opportunity.  Next 
morning  we  had  a  comfortable  fitting  with 
a  fick  neighbour ;  and  thence  to  the  burial  of 
the  corpfe  of  a  friend  at  Uwchland. meeting, 
at  which  were  many  people,  and  it  was  a 
time  of  divine  favour;  after  which,  we  vi- 
lited  fome  who  had  flaves ;  and,  at  night, 
had  a  family-meeting  at  a  friend’s  houfe, 
where  the  channel  of  gofpel-love  was  opened, 
and  my  mind  was  comforted  after  a  hard 
day’s  labour.  The  next  day  we  were  at  Go- 
fhen  monthly-meeting:  and  thence,  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  the  eleventh  month,  in 
the  year  1758,  attended  the  quarterly-meet¬ 
ing  at  London-Grove,  it  being  the  hrft  held 
at  that  place.  Here  we  metagain  with  all  the 
before-mentioned  friends,  and  had  fome  edi¬ 
fying  meetings  :  and,  near  the  conclufion  of 
the  meeting  for  bufinefs,  friends  were  incited 
to  conflancy  in  fupporting  the  teftimony  of 
truth,  and  reminded  of  the  neceffity  which 
the  difcipics  of  Chrift  are  under  to  attend 
principally  to  his  bufinefs,  as  he  is  pleafed 
to  open  it  to  us:  and  to  be  particularly  care¬ 
ful  to  have  our  minds  redeemed  from  the  love 
of  wealth ;  to  have  our  outward  affairs  in  as 
little  room  as  may  be ;  that  no  temporal  con¬ 
cerns  may  entangle  our  affeftions,  or  hinder 
us  from  diligently,  following  the  didfates  of 
truth,  in  labouring  to  promote  the  pure  fpi- 
rit  of  meeknefs  and  heavenly-mindednefs  a^- 

mongft 
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mongft  the  children  of  men  in  thefe  days  of 
calamity  and  diftrefs,  wherein  God  is  vifiting 
our  land  with  his  juft  judgements. 

Each  of  thefe  quarterly- meetings  was 
large,  and  fat  near  eight  hours.  Here  I  had 
occafion  to  confider,  that  it  is  a  weighty  thing 
to  fpeak  much  in  large  meetings  for  bufinefs  ; 
firft,  except  our  minds  are  rightly  prepared, 
and  we  clearly  underftand  the  cafe  we  fpeak 
to,  inftead  of  forwarding,  we  hinder,  bufi¬ 
nefs,  and  make  more  labour  for  thofe  on 
whom  the  burthen  of  the  work  is  laid* 

If  felfifh  views,  or  a  partial  fpirit,  have 
any  room  in  our  minds,  we  are  unfit  for 
the  Lord’s  work  j  if  we  have  a  clear  profpedl 
of  the  bufinefs,  and  proper  weight  on  our 
minds  to  fpeak,  it  behoves  us  to  avoid  ufelefs 
apologies  and  repetitions:  where  people  are 
gathered  from  far,  and  adjourning  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  bufinefs  is  attended  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  it  behoves  all  to  be  cautious  how  they 
detain  a  meeting;  efpecially  when  they  have 
fat  fix  or  feven  hours,  and  have  a  great  dif- 
tance  to  ride  home.  After  this  meeting  I  rode 
home. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  month  of- 
the  year  1758  I  joined  in  company  with  my 
friends,  John  Sykes  and  Daniel  Stanton,  in 
vifiting  luch  as  had  flaves :  fome,  whofe 
hearts  were  rightly  exercifed  about  them,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  glad  'of  our  vifit ;  but  in  fome 
places  our  way  was  more  difficult;  and  1  of¬ 
ten  faw  the  neceffity  of  keeping  down  to  that, 
root  from  whence  our  concern  proceeded  ; 

and 
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and  have  caufe,  in  reverend  thankfulnefs, 
humbly  to  bow  down  before  the  Lord,  who 
was  near  to  me,  and  preferved  m^  mind  in 
calmnefs  under  fome  fliarp  conflifts,  and  be¬ 
gat  a  fpirit  of  fympathy  and  tendernefs  in 
me  toward  fome  who  were  grievoufly  en¬ 
tangled  by  the  fpirit  of  this  world. 

In  the  firft  month  of  the  year  1759,  ha¬ 
ving  found  my  mind  drawn  to  vifit  fome  of 
the  more  adlive  members,  in  our  fociety  at 
Philadelphia,  who  had  flaves,  I  met  my  friend 
John  Churchman  there,  by  an  agreement: 
and  we  continued  about  a  week  in  the  city. 
We  vifited  fome  that  were  fick,  and  fome  wi¬ 
dows  and  their  families }  and  the  other  part 
of  our  time  was  moftly  employed  in  vifiting 
fuch  as  had  flaves  —  it  was  a  time  of  deep 
exercife,  looking  often  to  the  Lord  for  his  af- 
fiftance ;  who,  in  unfpeakable  kindneis,  fa¬ 
voured  us  with  the  influence  of  that  fpirit, 
which  crucifies  to  the  greatnefs  and  fplendor 
of  this  world,  and  enabled  us  to  go  through 
fome  heavy  labours,  in  which  we  found 
peace. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  third 
month,  of  this  year,  I  was  at  our  general 
fpring- meeting  at  Philadelphia:  after  which,  I 
again  joined  with  John  Churchman  on  a  vifit 
to  fome  more  who  had  flaves  in  Philadel¬ 
phia ;  and,  with  thankfulnefs  to  our  heavenly. 
Father,  I  may  fay,  that  divine  love  and  a  true 
fympathifing  tendernefs  of  heart  prevailed  at 
times  in  this  fervice. 

Having, 
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Having,  at  times,  perceived  a  fhynefs  in 
fome  friends,  of  confiderable  note,  towards 
me,  I  found  an  engagement  in  gofpel  love  to 
pay  a  vifit  to  one  of  them  j  and^  as  I  dwelt  un¬ 
der  the  exercife,  I  felt  a  refignednefs  in  my 
mind  to  go  :  fo  I  went,  and  told  him,  in  pri¬ 
vate,  I  had  a  defire  to  have  an  opportunity 
with  him  alone  j  to  which  he  readily  agreed  : 
and  then,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  things 
relating  to  that  fhynefs  were  fearched  to  the 
bottom ;  and  we  had  a  large  conference, 
which,  I  believe,  was  of  ufe  to  both  of  us,  and 
am  thankful  that  way  was  opened  for  it. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  fixth  month, 
in  the  fame  year,  having  felt  drawings  in 
my  mind  to  vifit  friends  about  Salem,  and 
having  the  approbation  of  our  monthly¬ 
meeting  therein,  I  attended  their  quarterly¬ 
meeting,  and  was  out  feven  days,  and  at 
feven  meetings;  in  -fome  of  which  I  was 
chiefly  filent,  and  in  others,  through  the  bap¬ 
tizing  power  of  truth,  my  heart  was  enlarged 
in  heavenly  love,  and  found  a  near  fellowfliip 
with  the  brethren  and  fifters,  in  the  manifold 
trials  attending  their  Chriftian  progrefs  through 
this  world. 

In  the  feventh  month,  I  found  an  in- 
creafing  concern  on  my  mind  to  vifit  fome 
adtive  members  in  our  fociety  who  had 
flaves  ;  and,  having  no  opportunity  of  the 
company  of  fuch  as  were  named  on  the 
minutes  of  the  yearly-meeting,  I  went  alone 
to  their  houfes,  and,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 

acquainted 
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acquainted  them  with  the  exercife  I  was  un¬ 
der  :  and  thus,  fometimes,  by  a  few  words, 
I  found  myfelf  difcharged  from  a  heavy  bur¬ 
then. 

After  this,  our  friend,  John  Churchman, 
coming  into  our  province  with  a.  view  to  be 
at  fome  meetings,  and  to  join  again  in  the 
vifit  to  thofe  who  had  flaves,  I  bore  him 
company  in  the  faid  vifit  to  fome  adlive  mem¬ 
bers,  and  found  inward  fatisfadtion. 

At  our  yearly- meeting,  in  the  year  1759, 
we  had  fome  weighty  feafons ;  where  the 
power,  of  truth  was  largely  extended,  to  the 
ftrengthening  of  the  honeft-minded.  As 
friends  read  over  the  epiftles,  to  be  fent  to 
the  yearly- meetings  along  this  continent,  I  ob- 
ferved  in  moft  of  them,  both  this  year  and  laft, 
it  was  recommended  to  friends  to  labour  againft 
buying  and  keeping  flaves ;  and  in  feme  of 
them  clofely  treated  upon.  This  pradlice 
had  long  been  a  heavy  exercife  to  me,  and  I 
have  often  waded  through  mortifying  labours 
on  that  account;  and,  at  times,  in  fome  meet¬ 
ings  been  almofl:  alone  therein.  Now,  obfer- 
ving  the  increafing  concern  in  our  religious  fo- 
ciety,  and  feeing  how  the  Lord  was  raifing  up 
and  qualifying  fervants  for  his  work,  not  only 
in  this  refpedf,  but  for  promoting  the  caufe  of 
truth  in  general,  1  was  humbly  bowed  in 
thankfulnefs  before, him. 

This  meeting  continued  near  a  week;  and, 
for  feveral  days,  in  the  forepart  of  it,  my  mind 
was  drawn  into  a  deep  inward  ftillnefs ;  and 
being,  at  times,  covered  with  the  fpirit  of  fup- 
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plication,  my  heart  was  fecretly  poured  out 
before  the  Lord :  and,  near  the  conclufion  of 
the  meeting  for  bufineis,  way  opened  that,  in 
in  the  pure  flowings  of  divine  love,  I  exprefled 
^hat  lay  -upon  me }  which,  as  it  then  arote  in 
my  mind,  was  “  firfl:  to  (hew  how  deep  an- 
fwers  to  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  fincere  and 
upright;”  though,  in  their  different  growths 
they  may  not  all  have  attained  to  the  fame 
clearnefs  in  fome  points  relating  to  our  telfi- 
mony  :  and  I  Was  led  to  mention  the  integrity 
and  conftancy  of  many  martyrs,  who  gave 
their  lives  for  the  teftimony  of  Jefus ;  and  yet, 
in  fome  points,  held  dodlrines  diftinguifhable 
from  fome  which  we  hold  :  and  that,  in  all 
ages,  where  people  were  faithful  to  the  light 
and  underftanding  which  the  Moft  High  af¬ 
forded  them,  they  found  acceptance  with  him  ; 
and  that  now,  though  there  are  different  ways 
of  thinking  amongft  us  in  fome  particulars, 
yet,  if  we  mutually  kept  to  that  fpirit  and 
power  which  crucifies  to  the  world,  which 
teaches  us  to  be  content  with  things  really 
needful,  and  to  avoid  all  fuperfluities,  giving 
up  our  hearts  to  fear  and  fetve  the  Lord,  true 
unity  may  ftill  be  preferved  amongft  us :  and 
that  if  fuch,  as  were,  at  times,  under  fuf- 
ferings  on  account  of  fome  fcruples  of  confci- 
encc,  kept  low  and  humble,  and  in  their  con- 
dudl  in  life  manifefted  a  fpirit  of  true  charity, 
it  would  be  more  likely  to  reach  the  witnefs  in 
others,  and  be  of  more  fervice  in  the  church,- 
than  if  their  fufferings  were  attended  with  a 
contrary  fpirit  and  condudl.”  In  which  exer- 

cife 
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cife  I  was  drawn  into  a  fympathizing  tendernefs 
with  the  fheep  of  Chrift,  however  diftinguifh- 
ed  one  from  another  in  this  world  j  and  the 
like  difpofition  appeared  to  fpread  over  others 
in  the  meeting.  Great  is  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord  toward  his  poor  creatures ! 

An  epiftle  went  forth  from  this  yearly-meet¬ 
ing,  which  I  think  good  to  give  a  place  in  this 
journal  j  being  as  follows : 


From  the  yearly- meeting  held  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  for  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey, 
from  the  twcnty-fecond  day  of  the  ninth 
month,  to  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  fame, 
inclufive,  1759. 

To  the  quarterly  and  monthly  meetings  of 
friends  belonging  to  the  faid  yearly-meet¬ 
ing. 

Dearly  beloved  friends  and  brethren, 

an  awful  fenfe  of  the  wifdom  and  good- 
X  nefs  of  the  Lord  our  God,  whofe  tender 
mercies  have  long  been  continued  to  us  in  this 
land,  we  afFedlionately  falute  you,  with  fincere 
and  fervent  defires,  that  we  may  reverently  re¬ 
gard  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  and 
improve  under  them. 

The  empires  and  kingdoms  of  the  earth 
are  fubjedt  to  his  Almighty  power;  he  is  the 
God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefti,  and  deals  with 
his  people  agreeable  to  that  wifdom,  the  depth 

whereof 
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whereof  is  to  us  unfearchable  ;  we,  in  thefe 
provinces,  may  fay,  he  hath,  as  a  gracious 
and  tender  parent,  dealt  bountifully  with  us, 
even  from  the  days  of  our  fathers :  it  was  he 
who  ftrengthened  them  to  labour -through  the 
difficulties  attending  the  improvement  of  a 
wildernefs,  and  made  way  for  them  in  the 
hearts  of  the  natives  j  fo  that  by  them  they 
were  comforted  in  times  of  want  and  diftrefs : 
it  was  by  the  gracious  influences  of  his  holy 
fpirit,  that  they  were  dlfpofed  to  work  righ- 
teouffiefs,  and  walk  uprightly  ■  one  towards 
another,  and  towards  the  natives,  and  in  life 
and  converfation  to  manifeft  the  excellency  of 
the  principles  and  dodlrines  of  the  Chriftian 
religion ;  and  thereby  they  retain  their  efteem 
and  friendfhip :  whilft  they  were  labouring 
for  the  neceflaries  of  life,  many  of  them  were 
fervently  engaged  to  promote  piety  and  virtue 
in  the  earth,  and  educate  their  children  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord. 

If  we  carefully  confider.  the  peaceable 
meafures  purfued  in  the  firfl;  fettlement  of 
the  land,  and  that  freedom  from  the  defola- 
tions  of  wars  which  for  a  long  time  we  en¬ 
joyed,  we  fhall  find  ourfelves  under  ftrong 
obligations  to  the  Almighty,  who,  when  the 
earth  is  fo  generally  polluted  with  wicked- 
nefs,  gave  us  a  being  in  a  part  io  fignally  fa¬ 
voured  with  tranquillity  and  plenty,  and  in 
which  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift  are  fo  freely  publifhed,  that  we  may 
juftly  fay  with  the  pfalmift,  “  What  (hall 

“  we 
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“  we  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  bene- 
«  .fits.?” 

Our  own  real  good,  and  the  good  of  our 
pofterity,  in  fome  meafure,  depend  on  the 
part  we  adt;  and  it  nearly  concerns  us  to  try 
our  foundations  impartially.  Such  are  the 
different  rewards  of  the  juft  and  unjuft  in  a 
future  ftate,  that,  to  attend  diligently  to  the 
didtates  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  to  devote  our- 
felves  to  his  fervice,  and  engage  fervently  in 
his  caufe,  during  our  fhort  ftay  in  this  world, 
is  a  choice  well  becoming  a  free  intelligent 
creature  j  we  fhall  thus  clearly  fee  and  con- 
fider  that  the  dealings  of  God  with  mankind 
in  a  national  capacity,  as  recorded  in  holy 
writ,  do  fufficiently  evidence  the  truth  of 
that  faying,  “  it  is  righteoufnefs  which  ex- 

alteth  a  nation;  ”  and  though  he  doth  not 
at  .all  times  fuddenly  execute  his  judgements 
on  a  finful  people  in  this  life,  yet  we  fee,  by 
many  inftances,  that  where  “  men  follow 
“  lying  vanities,  they  forfake  their  own  mer- 
“  cies  and  as  a  proud  feltifh  fpirit  prevails 
and.fpreads  among  a  people,  fo  partial  judge¬ 
ment,  oppreffion,  difcord,  envy,  and  confu- 
fions,  increafe,  and  •  provinces  and  kingdoms 
are ,  made  to  .drink  the  cup  of  adverflty  as  a 
reward  of  their  own  doings.  Thus  the  in- 
fpired  prophet,  reafoning  with  the  degene¬ 
rated  Jews,  faith,  “  Thine  own  wickednefs 
"  fhall  corredl  thee,  and  thy  backflidings 
"  fhall  reprove  thee ;  know,  therefore,  that 
“  it  is  an  evil  thing  and  bitter,  that  thou 

f  “  haft 
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“  haft  forfaken  the  Lord  thy  God,  and 
“  that  my  fear  is  not  in  thee,  faith  the  Lord 
God  of  hofts.”  Jer,  ii.  19. 

The  God  of  our  fathers,  who  hath  be- 
ftowed  on  us  many  benefits,  furnifhed  a  ta« 
ble  for  us  in  the  wildernefs,  and  made  the 
defarts  and  folitary  places  to  rejoice  j  he  doth 
now  mercifully,  call  upon  us  to  lerve  him 
more  faithfully — We  may  truly  fay,  with  the 
prophet,  “  It  is  his  voice  which  crieth  to  the 
“  city,  and  men  of  wifdom  fee  his  name  t 
They  regard  the  rod,  and  him  who  hath 
“  appointed  it.” — ^ People,  who  look  chiefly  at 
things  outward,  too  little  conlider  the  ori¬ 
ginal  caufe  of  the  prefent  troubles ;  but  fuch 
as  fear  the  Lord,  and  think  often  upon 
his  name,  fee  and  feel  that  a  wrong  fpi- 
rit  is  fpreading  among  the  inhabitants  of 
our  country  j  that  the  hearts  of  many  are 
waxed  fat,  and  their  ears  dull  of  hearing ; 
that  the  Moft  High,  in  his  vifitations  to  us, 
inftead  of  calling,  lifteth  up  his  voice  and 
crieth ;  he  crieth  to  our  country,  and  his 
voice  waxeth  louder  and  louder.  In  former 
wars  between  the  Englifir  and  other  nations, 
fince  the  fettlement  of  our  provinces,  the  ca¬ 
lamities  attending  them  have  fallen  chiefly 
on  other  places,  but  now  of  late  they  have 
reached  to  our  borders  j  many  of  our  fellow 
fubj  edls  have  iufFcred  on  and  near  our  fron¬ 
tiers,  fume  have  been  flain  m  battle,  fome 
killed  in  their  houfts,  and  fome  in  their  fields, 
lome  wounded  and  left  in  great  mifery,  and 
others  feparated  from  their  wives  and  little 

FI  children, 


98  The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 

children,  who  have  been  carried  captives 
among  the  Indians  :  we  have  feen  men  and 
women,  who  have  been  witneffes  of  thefe 
fcehes  of  forrow,  and  being  reduced  to  want, 

have  come  to  our  houfes  afking  relief. - It 

is  not  long  fince  it  was  the  cafe  of  many 
young  men,  in  one  of  theie  provinces,  to  be 
draughted,  in  order  to  be  taken  as  foldiers ; 
fome  were  at  that  time  in  great  diftrefs,  and 
had  occafion  to  confider  that  their  lives  had 
been  too  little  conformable  to  the  purity  and 
fpirituality  of  th^t  religion  which  we  pro- 
fefs,  and  found  themfelves  too  little  ac¬ 
quainted  with  that  inward  humility,  in 
which  true  fortitude  to  endure  hardnefs  for' 
the  truth’s  fake  is  experienced. —  Many  pa¬ 
rents  were  concerned  for  their  children,  and 
in  that  time  of  trial  were  led  to  confider, 
that  their  care,  to  get  outward  treafure  for 
them,  had  been  greater  than  their  care  for 
their  fettlement  in  that  religion  which  cruci- 
fieth  to  the  world,  and  enableth  to  bear  a 
clear  teftimony  to  the  peaceable  government 
of  the  Meffiah.  Thefe  troubles  are  removed, 
and  for  a  time  we  are  releafed  from  them. 

Let  us  not  forget  that  “  The  Mod  High 
**  hath  his  w'ay  in  the  deep,  in  clouds  and  in 
“  thick  darknefs” — that  it  is  his  voice  which 
crieth  to  the  city  and  to  the  country  ;  and  oh  I 
that  theie  loud  and  awakening  cries  may  have 
a  proper  effedt  upon  us,  that  heavier  chaftife- 
ment  may  not  become  necefiary  !  For  though 
things,  as  to  the  outward,  may,  for  a  fhort 
time,  afford  a  pleafing  profpcdt;  yet,  while 

a  felfilh 
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a  felfifh  fpirit,  that  is  not  fubjeft  to  the  crofs 
of  Chrift,  continueth  to  fpread  and  prevail, 
there  can  be  no  long  continuance  in  outward 
peace  and  tranquillity.  If  we  defire  an  inhe¬ 
ritance  incorruptible,  and  to  be  at  reft  in  that 
ftate  of  peace  and  happinefs,  which  ever  con¬ 
tinues;  if  we  dtfire,  in  this  life,  to  dwell  un¬ 
der  the  favour  and  protection  of  that  al- 
n'ligl'ity  Being,  whofe  habitation  is  in  holi- 
nels,  whofe  ways  are  all  equal,  and  whofe 
anger  is  now  kindled  becauie  of  our  back- 
flidings  ;  let  us  then  awfully  regard  thefe 
beginnings  of  his  fore  judgements,  and,  with 
abalement  and  humiliation  turn  to  him,  whom 
we  have  offended. 

Contending  with  one  equal  in'  ftrength  is 
an  unealy  exercife.;  but  if  the  Lord  is  become 
our  enemy,  if  we  perlift  to  contend  with  him 
who  is  omnipotent,  our  overthrow  will  be 
unavoidable. 

Do  we  feel  an  afFeflionate  regard  to  pofte- 
rity ;  and  are  we  employed  to  promote  their 
happinefs  ?  Do  our  minds,  in  things  out¬ 
ward,  look  beyond  our  own  diffolution;  and 
are  we  contriving  for  the  profperity  of 'our 
children  after  us?  Let  us  then,  like  wife 
builders,  lay  the  foundation  deep  ;  and,  by 
our  confiant  uniform  regard  to. an  inward 
piety  and  virtue,  let  them  fee  that  we  really 
value  it :  let  us  labour,  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  that  their  innocent  minds,  while  young 
and  tender,  may  be  preferved  from  corrup¬ 
tions  ;  that,  as  they  advance  in  age,  they 
may  rightly,  underftand  their  true  intereft, 

H  2  may 
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may  confider  the  uncertainty  of  temporal 
things,  and,  above  all,  have  their  hope  and 
confidence  firmly  fettled  in  the  bleffing  of 
that  Almighty  Being,  who  inhabits  eternity, 
and  preferves  and  fupports  the  world. 

In  all  our  cares,  about  worldly  treafures, 
let  us  fteadily  bear  in  mind,  that  riches,  pof- 
feffed  by  children  who  do  not  truly  ferve 
God,  are  likely  to  prove  fnares  that  may 
more  grievoufly  entangle  them  in  that  fpirit 
of  fclfilhncfs  and  exaltation,  which  Hands  in 
oppofition  to  real  peace  and  happinefs  j  and 
renders  them  enemies  to  the  crofs  of  ChriH, 


who  fubmit  to  the  influence  of  it. 


To  keep  a  watchful  eye  towards  real  ob¬ 
jects  of  charity,  to  vifit  the  poor  in  their 
lonefome  dwelling-places,  to  comfort  them 


who,  through  the  difpenfations  of  divine 
Providence,  are  in  ftrait  and  painful  circum- 
ftances  in  this  life,  and  fteadily  to  endeavour 
to  honour  God  with  our  fubftance,  from  a 
real  fenfe  of  the  love  of  Chrift  influencing 
our  minds  thereto,  is  more  likely  to  bring  a 
bleffing  to  our  children,  and  will  afford  more 
fatisfadlion  to  a  Chriftian  favoured  with  plen¬ 
ty,  than  an  earneft  defire  to  colledt  much  . 
wealth  to  leave  behind  us;  for  “  here  we  have 
“  no  continuing  city;”  may  we  therefore  di¬ 
ligently  “  feek  one  that  is  to  come,  whofe 
“  builder  and  maker  is  God.” 

Finally,  brethren,  whatfoever  things  are 
“  true,  whatfoever  things  are  juft,  whatfo- 
**  ever  things  are  pure,  whatfoever  things 
“  are  lovely,  whatfoever  things  are  of  good 
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“  report;  if  there  be  any  virtue,  if  there 
“  be  any  praife,  think  on  thefe  things  and 
“  do  them,  and  the  God  of  peace  fliall  be 
“  with  you.” 

Signed,  by  appointment,  and  on  behalf  of 
our  faid  meeting,  by  feven  friends. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  eleventh 
month^  in  the  year  1759?  I  was  at  the  quar¬ 
terly-meeting  in  Bucks  county  :  this  day  be¬ 
ing  the  meeting  of  miniflers  and  elders,  my 
heart  was  enlarged  in  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift ; 
and  the  favour  of  the  Moft  High  was  ex¬ 
tended  to  us  in  that  and  the  enfuing  meet- 

1  had  converfation,  at  my  lodging,  with 
my  beloved  friend,  Samuel  Eaftburn ;  who 
expreffed  a  concern  to  join  in  a  vifit  to  fome 
friends,  in  that  county,  who  had  negroes  ; 
and,  as  I  had  felt  a  draught  in  my  mind  to 
that  work  in  the  faid  county,  I  came  home 
and  put  things  in  order  :  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  the  twelfth  month  following,  I  went 
over  the  river  ;  and  on  the  next  day  was  at 
Buckingham  meeting  ;  where,  through  the 
defcendings  of  heavenly  dew,  my  mind  was 
comforted,  and  drawn  into  a  near  unity  with 
the  flock  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Entering  upon  this  vifit  appeared  weighty  : 
and  before  1  left  home  my  mind  was  often 
fad  ;  under  which  exercife  I  felt,  at  times, 
the  Holy  Spirit,  which  helps  our  infirmities  ; 

H  3  through 
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through  which,  in  private,  my  prayers  were, 
at  times,  put  up,  to  God,  .that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  purge  me  from  all  felddanefs,  that 
1  might  be  llrengthcncd  to  discharge  my 
duty  faithfully,  how  hard  foever  to  the  na¬ 
tural  part.  We  proceeded  on  the  vifit  in"  a 
w'eighty  frame  of  fpirit,  and  went  to  the 
houfes  of  the  tnoft  adtive  members,  through¬ 
out  the  country,  who  had  negroes ;  and, 
through  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lorrd,  my  mind 
was  preferved  in  refignation  in  times  of  trial, 
and,  though  the  work  was  hard  to  nature, 
yet  through  the  ftrength  of  that  love  which 
is  ftronger  than  death,  tendernefs  of  heart 
was  often  felt  amongft  us  in  our  vifits,  and 
\ve  parted  from  feveral  families  with  greater 
fatisfadtion  than  we  expected. 

We  vifited  Jofeph  White’s  family,  he  be¬ 
ing  in  England  ;  bad  alfo  a  family-fitting  at 
the  houfe  of  an  elder  who  bore  us  company, 
and  was  at  Makefield  on  a  firfi;  day  :  at  all. 
which  times  my  heart  was  truly  thankful  to 
the  Lord,  w'ho  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  re¬ 
new  his  loving-kindnefs  to  us,  his  poor  fer- 
vants,  uniting  us  together  in  his  work. ' 
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CHAP.  VII. 

His  vijit,  in  company  with  Sqmuel  Eajlburnt 
to  Long-IJland^  Rhode- IJland,  Bojton,  6cc. 
in  New-England — Remarks  on  the  Jlave- 
trade  at  Newport,  and  his  exercife  on  that 
account ;  alj'o  on  lotteries — Some  obfervations 
on  the  ijland  oj  Nantucket . 

Having,  for  fome  time  part,  felt  a 
fyinpaihy  in  my  mind  with  friends 
Eaflward,  I  opened  my  concern  in  our  month-^ 
ly-meeting;  and,  obtaining  a  certificate,  fet 
forward  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  the  fourth 
month,  in  the  year  1760,  joining  in  corn- 
pany,  by  a  previous  agreeQ:ient,  with  my  be- 
loved  friend,  Samuel  Eaftburn,  We  had  meet¬ 
ings  at  Woodbridge,  Rahaway,  and  Plain- 
field  ;  and  were  at  their  monthly-meeting  of 
minifters  and  elders  in  Rahaway.  We  la¬ 
boured  under  fome  difcouragement ;  but, 
through  the  invifible  power  of  truth,  our  vi- 
fit  wa«  made  reviving  to  the  lowly-minded^ 
with  whom  I  felt  a  near  unity  of  fpirit,  be¬ 
ing  much  reduced  in  my  mind.  We  pafTed 
on  and  vifited  chief  of  the  meetings  on 
Long-ICland.  It  was  my  concern,  from  day 
to  day,  to  fay  no  more  nor  Icfs  than  what 
the  Ipirit  of  truth  opiened  in  me,  being  jea¬ 
lous  over  myfelf,  left  1  fliould  fpeak  any 
thing  to  make  my  teftimony  look  agreeable 

Ha  to 
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to  that  mind  in  people,  which  is  not  in  pure 
obedience  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 

The  fpring  of  the  miniftry  was  often  low  ; 
and,  through  the  fubjeding  power  of  truth, 
^e  were  kept  low  with  it ;  and  from  place  to 
place,  fuch,  whofe  hearts  were  truly  concern¬ 
ed  for  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  appeared  to  be 
comforted  in  our  labours ;  and  though  it 
was  in  general  a  time  of  abafement  of  the 
creature,  yet,  through  his  goodnefs,  who 
is  a  helper  of  the  poor,  we  had  fome  truly 
edifying  feafons  both  in  meetings,  and  in  fa¬ 
milies  where  we  tarried ;  and  fometimes 
found  ftrength  to  labour  earneftly  with  the 
unfaithful,  cfpecially  with  thofe,  whofe  fta- 
tion  in  families,  or  in  the  fociety  was  fuch, 
that  their  example  had  a  powerful  tendency 
to  open  the  way  for  others  to  go  afide  from 
the  purity  and  foundnefs  of  the  blelTed 
truth.'  At  Jericho,  on  Long-Ifland,  I  wrote 
home  as  follows : 


M' 
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24th  of  the  4th  month,  1760. 


Dearly  beloved  wife,  <  ^  * 

“  T  X  T  ^  favoured  with  health  ;  have 
W  been  at  fundry  meetings  in  Eaft- 
Jerfey,  and  on  this  ifland :  my  mind  hath 
been  much  in  an  inward  watchful  frame  fince 
I  left  thee,  greatly  defiring  that  our  proceed¬ 
ings  may  be  fingly  in  the  will  of  our  heavenly 
Father. 

As  the  prefent  appearance  of  things  is 
not  joyous,  I  have  been  much  fhut  up  from 
outward  chearfulnefs,  remembering  that  pro- 
mife,  “  Then  {halt  thou  delight  thyfelf  in 
“  the  Lord  — As  this,  from  day  to  day,  has 
been  revived  in  my  memory,  I  have  confi- 
dered  that  his  internal  prefence  on  our  minds 
is  a  delight,  of  all  others,  the  moft  pure;  and 
that  the  honeft- hearted  not  only  delight  in 
this,  but  in  the  effetft  of  it  upon  them.  He 
regards  the  helplefs  and  diftrelTed,  and 
reveals  his  love  to  his  children  under  afflic¬ 
tion  ;  they  delight  in  beholding  his  benevo¬ 
lence  and  feeling  divine  charity  moving  u- 
pon  them  ;  of  this  I  may  fpeak  a  little ;  for 
though,  fince  I  left  you,  I  have  often  found 
an  engaging  love  and  afFedlion  toward  thee 
and  my  daughter,  and  friends  about  home, 
that  going  out  at  this  time,  when  ficknefs  is 
fo  great  amongft  you,  is  a  trial  upon  me ; 

yet 
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yet  I  often  remember  there  are  many' wi¬ 
dows  and  latherlefs,  many  who  have  poor 
tutors,  many  who  have  evil  examples  before 
them,  and  many  whofe  minds  are  in  capti¬ 
vity,  for  whofe  fake  my  heart  is,  at  times, 
moved  with  compaffion,  that  I  feel  my  mind 
refigned  to  leave  you  for  a  feafon,  to  exercife 
that  gift  which  the  Lord  hath  bellowed  on 
me }  which  though  fmall,  compared  with 
fome,  yet  in  this  1  rejoice,  that  1  feel  love 
unfeigned  toward  my  fellow-creatures.  I  re¬ 
commend  you  to  the  Almighty,  who,  I  truft, 
cares  for  you  ;  and,  under  a  fenfe  of  his  hea¬ 
venly  love,  remain 

''  Thy  loving  hufband, 

J-  W  ” 

We  croffed  from  the  eafl  end  of  Long- 
Ifland  to  New-London,  about  thirty  miles, 
in  a  large  open  boat  j  while  we  were  out,  the 
wind  rifing  high,  the  .waves  feveral  times 
beat  over  us,  that  to  me  it  appeared  dange¬ 
rous  j  but  my  mind  was,  at  that  time,  turn¬ 
ed  to  him,  who  made  and  governs  the  deep, 
and  my  life  was  refigned  to  him  :  and,  as  he 
was  mercifully  pleafed  to  preferve  us,  I  had 
frefh  occafion  to  confider  every  day  as  a  day 
lent  to  me  ;  and  felt  a  renewed  engagement 
to  devote  my  time,  and  all  1  had,  to  him  who 
gave  them. 

VVe  had  five  meetings  in  Narraganfet;  and 
went  thence  to  Newport  on  Rhode-Ifland. 

Our 
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Our  o-racious  Father  preferved  us  in  an  hum¬ 
ble  dependence  on  him  through  deep  exer- 
cifes,  that  were  mortilying  to  the  creaturely 
will.  In  leveral  families  in  the  country, 
where  we  lodged,  1  felt  an  engagement'  on 
my  mind  to  have  a  conference  with  them  in 
private  concerning  their  flaves  ;  and,  through 
divine  aid,  I  was  favoured  to  give  up  there¬ 
to  :  though,  in  this  concern,  I  appeared  An¬ 
gular  from  many,  whofe  fervice  in  travelling, 

1  believe,  is  greater  than  mine ;  I  do  not 
think  hard  of  them  for  omitting  it';  I  do 
not  repine  at  having  fo  unpleafant  a  tafk  af-  ‘ 
figned  me,  but  look  with  awfulnefs  to  him, 
who  appoints  .to  his  fervants  their  refpedive 
employments,  and*  is  good  to  all  who  (ervc 
him  fincerely. 

We  got  to  Newport  in  the  evening,  and 
on  the  next  day  vifited  two  fick  perfons,  and 
had  Comfortable  fittings  with  them  j  and  in 
the  afternoon  attended  the  burial  of  a  friend. 

The  next  day  we  were  at  meetings  at 
Newport,  in  the  forenoon  and  afternoon  ; 
where  the  fpring  of  the  miniftry  was  opened, 
and  ftrength  given  to  declare  the  word  of  life 
to  the  people. 

The  next  day  we  went  on  our  journey ;  but 
the  great  number  of  flaves  in  thele  parts, 
and  the  continuance  of  that  trade  from  thence 
to  Guinea,  made  deep  impreflion  on  me  ;  and 
my  cries  were  often  put  up  to  my  heavenly 
Father  in  fecret,  that  he  would  enable  me  to 
difcharge  my  duty  faithfully,  in  fuch  way  as 
he  might  be  pleafed  to  point  out  to  me. 


We 
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^  We  took  Swanfea,  Freetown,  and  Tanton, 
in  our  way  to  Bofton ;  where  alfo  we  had  a 
meeiing;  our  exercife  was  deep,  and  the  love 
of  truth  prevailed,  for  which  I  blefs  the 
Lord.  We  went  eaftward  about  eighty  miles 
beyond  Bofton,  taking  meetings,  and  were 
in  a  good  degree  prefcrved  in  an  humble  de¬ 
pendence  on  that  arm  which  drew  us  out  j 
and,  though  we  had  fome  hard  labour  with 
the  difobedient,  laying  things  home  and  dole 
to  fuch  as  were  ftout  againft  the  truth ;  yet, 
through  the  goodnefsofGod,  we  had,  at  times, 
to  pal  take  of  heavenly  comfort  with  them  who 
were  meek,  and  were  often  favoured  to  part 
with  friends  in  the  nearnefs  of  true  gofpel-fel- 
lowfhip.  We  returned  to  Bofton,  and  had 
another  comfortable  opportunity  with  friends 
there ;  and  thence  rode  back  a  day’s  journey 
eaftward  of  Bofton :  our  guide  being  a  heavy 
man,  and  the  weather  hot,  and  my  companion 
and  I  confidering  it,  exprefled  our  freedom  to 
go  on  without  him,  to  which  he  confented, 
and  we  refpedtfully  took  our  leave  of  him ;  this 
we  did,  as  believing  the  journey  would  have 
been  hard  to  him  and  his  horfe. 

We  vifited  the  meetings  in  thofe  parts,  and 
w'ere  meafurably  baptized  into  a  feeling  of 
the  ftate  of  the  fociety;  and  in  bowedneft  of 
fpirit  went  to  the  yearly-meeting  at  New¬ 
port  ;  where  I  underftood  that  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  flaves  w'ere  imported  from  Africa  into 
that  town,  and  then  on  fale  by  a  member  of 
our  fociety.  At  this  meeting  we  met  with 
John  Storer  from  England,  Elizabeth  Ship- 

ley, 
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ley,  Ann  Gaunt,  Hannah  Fofter,  and  Mercy 
Redman  from  our  parts,  all  minifters  of  the 
gofpel,  of  whofe  company  I  was  glad. 

At  this  time  my  appetite  failed,  and  I 
grew  outwardly  weak,  and  had  a  feeling 
of  the  condition  of  Habbakuk,  as  there  ex- 
prefled.  “  When  I  heard,  my  belly  trembled, 
my  lips  quivered,  I  trembled  in  mylelf  that  I 
might  reft  in  the  day  of  trouble;”  I  had  ma¬ 
ny  cogitations,  and  was  forely  diftreffed  :  and 
was  defirous  that  friends  might  petition  the 
legiflature,  to  ufe  their  endeavours  to  difcou- 
rage  the  future  importation  of  flaves ;  for  I 
faw  that  this  trade  was  a  great  evil,  and  tend¬ 
ed  to  multiply  troubles,  and  bring  diftrefl'es 
on  the  people  in  thofe  parts,  for  whofe  wel¬ 
fare  my  heart  was  deeply  concerned. 

But  I  perceived  feveral  difficulties  in  regard 
to  petitioning  ;  and  fuch  was  the  exercife  of 
my  mind,  that  I  had  thought  of  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  get  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  a  few 
words  in  the  houfe  of  aflembly,  then  fitting 
in  town.  This  exercife  came  upon  me  in  the 
afternoon,  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  yearly- 
meeting,  and,  going  to  bed,  I  got  no  fleep 
till  my  mind  W'as  wholly  refigned  therein  ; 
and  in  the  morning  I  enquired  of  a  friend 
how  long  the  afiembly  were  likely  to  conti¬ 
nue  fitting ;  who  told  me,  they  were  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  prorogued  that  day  or  the  next. 

As 'I  was  defirous  to  attend  the  bullnefs  of 
the  meeting,  and  perceived  the  afiembly 
were  likely  to  depart  beiore  the  bufinefs  was 
over ;  after  confiderable  exercife,  humbly 

feeking 
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leeking  to  the  Lord  for  inftrudlion,  my  mind 
fettled  to  attend  on  the  buhnefs  of  the  meet¬ 
ing;  on  the  laft  day  of  which,  I  had  prer 
pared  a  (hort  elfay  of  a  petition  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  legiflature,  if  way  opened  :■  and 
being  informed  that  there  were  fome  ap¬ 
pointed,  by  that  yearly-meeting,  to  fpeak 
with  thofe  in  authority,  in  cafes  relating  to 
the  fociety,  I  opened  my  mind  to  feveral  of 
them,  and  fhewed  them  the  ellay  I  had  made; 
and  afterward  opened  the  cafe  in  the  meeting 
for  bufinefs,  in  fubftance  as  follows: 

“  I  have  been  under  a  concern  for  fome 
time,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of 
flaves  which  are  imported  into  this  colony  ;  I 
am  aware  that  it  is  a  tender  point  to  fpeak  to, 
but  apprehend  I  am  not  clear  in  the  fight  of 
heaven  without  fpeaking  to  it.  I  have  pre¬ 
pared  an  effay  of  a  petition,  if  way  open,  to 
be  prefented  to  the  legiQature ;  and  what  I 
have  to  propofe  to  this  meeting  is,  that  fome 
friends  may  be  named  to  withdraw  and  look 
over  it,  and  report  whether  they  believe  it 
fuitable  to  be  read  in  the  meeting  ;  if  they 
fhould  think  well  of  reading  it,  it  will  re¬ 
main  for  the  meeting,  after  hearing  it,  to 
confider,  whether  to  take  any  farther  notice 
of  it  at  a  meeting  or  not.”  After  a  ftiort  con¬ 
ference  fome  friends  went  out,  and,  looking 
over  it,  exprefied  their  willingnefs  to  have  it 
read ;  which  being  done,  many  exprefied 
their  unity  with  the  propofal;  and  fome  fig- 
nificd,  that  to  have  the  fubjeds  of  the  peti¬ 
tion  enlarged  upon,  and  to  be  figned  out  of 

meeting 
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meeting  by  fuch  as  were  free,  would  be 
more  fuitable  than  to  do  it  there  :  though 
I  expeded,  at  firft,  that  if  it  was  done  it 
would  be  in  that  way  ;  yet,  fuch  was  the  ex- 
ercile  of  my  mind,  that  to  move  it  in  the 
hearing  of  friends,  when  aflembled,  appeared 
to  me  as  a  duty;  for  my  heart  yearned -to¬ 
ward  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  parts;  belie¬ 
ving  that  by  this  trade  there  had  been  an  in- 
creafe  of  inquietude  amongft  them,  and  a  way 
made  eafy  for  the  fpreading  of  a  fpirit  oppo- 
fite  to  that  meekneft  and  burhility,  which  is 
a  fure  refting-place  for  the  foul :  and  that  the 
continuance  of  this  trade  would  not  only  ren¬ 
der  their  healing  more  difficult,  but  increafe 
their  malady. 

Having  thus  far  proceeded,  I  felt  ealy  to 
leave  the  effay  amongft  friends,  for  them  to 
proceed  in  it  as  they  believed  belt.  And 
now  an  exercife  revived  on  my  mind  in 
relation  to  lotteries,  which  were  common  in 
thofe  parts  :  I  had  once  moved  it  in  a  former 
fitting  of  this  meeting,  when  arguments 
were  ufed  in  favour  of  friends  being  held  ex- 
cufed  who  were  only  concerned  in  fuch  lot¬ 
teries  as  were  agreeable  to  law :  and  now,  on 
moving  it  again,  it  was  oppofed  as  before  j 
but  the  hearts  of  fome  folid  friends  appeared 
to  be  united  to  difcourage  the  practice  a- 
moneft  their  members ;  and  the  matter  was 
zealoufly  handled  by  fome  on  both  fides.  In 
this  debate  it  appeared  very  clear  to  me,  that 
the  fpirit  of  lotteries  was  a  fpirit  of  felfilhnefs, 
which  tended  to  confufion  and  darknefs 

of 
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of  underftanding  j  and  that  pleading  fof 
it  in  our  meetings,  fet  apart  for  the  Lord’s 
work,  was  not  right :  and,  in  the  heat  of  zeal, 
I  once  made  reply  to  what  an  ancient  friend 
faid,  though  when  I  fat  down,  I  faw  that  my 
words  were  not  enough  feafoned  with  chari¬ 
ty  ;  and,  after  this,  1  fpake  no  more  on  the 
fubjedl.  At  length  a  cninute  was  made ;  a 
copy  of  which  was  agreed  to  be  fent  to  their 
fevcral  quarterly- meetings,  inciting  friends 
to  labour  to  difcourage  the  practice  amongft 
all  profeffing  with  us. 

Some  time  after  this  minute  was  made,  I, 
remaining  uneafy  with  the  manner  of  my 
fpeaking  to  the  ancient  friend,  could  not  fee 
my  way  clear  to  conceal  my  unealinels,  but 
was  concerned  that  I  might  fay  nothing  to 
•  weaken  the  caufe  in  which  I  had  laboured} 
and  then,  after  fome  clofe  exercife  and  hearty 
repentance,  for  that  I  had  not  attended  clofe- 
ly  to  the  fafe  guide,  I  flood  up,  and,  reciting 
the  pafTage,  acquainted  friends,  that,  though  I 
durft  not  go  from  what  1  had  faid  as  to  the 
matter,  yet  I  was  uneafy  with  the  manner 
of  my  fpeaking,  as  believing  milder  lan¬ 
guage  would  have  been  better.  As  this  was 
uttered  in  fome  degree  of  creaturely  abafe- 
ment,  it  appeared  to  have  a  good  favour  a- 
mongft  us,  after  a  warm  debate. 

The  yearly- meeting  being  now  over,  there 
yet  remained  on  my  mind  a  fecret,  though 
heavy,  exercife  in  regard  to  fome  leading  ac¬ 
tive  members  about  Newport,  being  in  the 
pradlice  of  Have- keeping.  This  I  mentioned 
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to  two  ancient  friends,  who  came  out  of  the 
country,  and  propofed  to  them,  if  way 
opened,  to  have  fome  converfation  with 

4 

thofe  friends  :  and,  thereupon,  one  of  thofe 
country  friends  and  I  confulted  one  of  tiie 
moft  noted  elders  who  had  flaves  ;  and  he,  in 
a  refpefttul  manner,  encouraged  me  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  clear  myfelf  of  what  lay  upon  me. 
Now  I  had,  near  the  beginning  of  the  yearly- 
meeting,  a  private  conference  with  this  faid 
elder  and  his  wdfe  concerning  theirs;  fo  that 
the  way  feemed  clear  to  me  to  advife  with 
him  about  the  manner  of  proceeding  :  I  told 
him,  I  was  free  to  have  a  conference  with 
them  all  together  in  a  private  houfe  ;  or,  if 
he  thought  they  would  take  it  unkind  to  be 
aflced  to  come  together,  and  to  be  fpoke  with 
one  in  the  hearing  of  another,  I  was  free  to 
fpend  fome  time  among  them,  and  vifit  them 
all  in  their  own  houfes :  he  exprelTed  his  li- 
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king  to  the  firft  propofal,  not  doubting  their 
willingnefs  to  come  together  :  and,  as  I-pro- 
pofed  a  vifit  to  only  minifters,  elders,  and 
overfeers,  he  named  fome  others,  who  he 
delired  might  be  prefent  alfo  :  and,  as  a  care¬ 
ful  meffenger  was  wanted  to  acquaint  them 
in  a  proper  manner,  he  offered  to  go  to  all 
their  houfes  to  open  the  matter  to  them;  and 
did  fo.  About  the  eighth  hour,  the  next 
morning,  we  met  in  the  meeting-lioufe  cham¬ 
ber,  and  the  laft-mentioned  country  friend, 
alfo  my  companion,  and  John  Storer,  with 
ns;  when,'  after  a  ihorc  time  of  retirement,  I 
acquainted  them  with  the  fteps  1  had  taken 
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in  procuring  that  meeting,  and  opened  the 
concern  1  was  under ;  and  fo  we  proceeded 
to  a  free  conference  upon  the  fubje£l.  My  ' 
exercife  was  heavy,  and  I  was  deeply  bowed 
in  fpirit  before  the  Lord,  who  was  pleafed  to 
favour  us  with  the  feafoning  virtue  of  truth, 
which  wrought  a  tendernefs  amongft  us;  and 
the  fubjedl  was  mutually  handled  in  a  calm 
and  peaceable  fpirit :  and,  at  length,  feeling 
my  mind  releafed  from  that  burthen  which 
I  had  been  under,  I  took  my  leave  of  them, 
in  a  good  degree  of  fatisfadtion ;  and,  by  the 
tendernefs  they  manifefted  in  regard  to  the 
pradtice,  and  the  concern  feveral  of  them  ex- 
prefled  in  relation  to  the  manner  of  difpofing 
of  their  negroes  after  their  deceafe,  I  belie¬ 
ved  that  a  good  exercife  was  fpreading  amongft 
them  ;  and  I  am  humbly  thankful  to  God, 
who  fupported  my  mind,  and  preferved  me 
in  a  good  degree  of  refignation  through  thefe 
trials. 

Thou,  who  fometimes  travelleftin  the  work 
of  the  miniftry,  art  made  very  welcome  by 
thy  friends,  and  feeft  many  tokens  of  their 
fatisfadfion,  in  having  thee  for  their  gueft, 
it  is  good  for  thee  to  dwell  deep,  that  thou 
mayeft  feel  and  underftand  the  fpirits  of  peo^ 
pie :  if  we  believe  truth  points  towards  a  con¬ 
ference  on  fome  fubjedls,  in  a  private  way, 
it  is  needful  for  us  to  take  heed  that  their 
kindnefs,  their  freedom,  and  affability,  do 
not  hinder  us  from  the  Lord’s  work.  I  have 
feen  that,  in  the  midft  of  kindnefs  and  fmooth 
condudl,  to  fpeak  clofe  and  home  to  them 
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who  entertain  us,  on  points  that  relate  to 
their  outward  intereft,  is  hard  labour ;  and 
fometimes,  when  I  have  felt  truth  lead  to¬ 
ward  it,  I  have  found  myfclf  difqualified  by 
a  fuperncial  friendfhip ;  and  as  the  fenfe 
thereof  hath  abafed  me,  and  my  cries  have 
been  to  the  Lord,  fo  I  have  been  humbled 
and  made  content  to  appear  weak,  or  as  a 
fool  for  his  fake  j  ,and  thus  a  door  hath  open¬ 
ed  to  enter  upon  it.  To  attempt  to  do  the 
Lord’s  work  in  our  own  way,  and  to  fpeak 
of  that  which  is  the  burthen  of  the  word 
in  a  way  eafy  to  the  natural  part,  doth 
not  reach  the  bottom  of  the  diforder.  To 
fee  the  failings  of  our  friends,  and  think 
hard  of  them,  without  opening  that  which  we 
ought  to  open,  and  dill  carry  a  face  of  friend- 
Ihip  ;  this  tends  to  undermine  the  foundation 
of  true  unity. 

The  office  of  a  minifter  of  Chrift  is  weigh¬ 
ty;  and  they,  who  go  forth  as  watchmen, 
had  need  to  be  fteadily  on  their  guard  a- 
gainft  the  fnares  of  profperity  and  an  outfide 
friendlhip. 

After  the  yearly-meeting,  we  were  at 
meetings  at  Newtown,  Cufhnet,  Long-Plain, 
Rochefter,  and  Dartmouth  :  from  thence  w'e 
failed  for  Nantucket,  in  company  with  Ann 
Gaunt  and  Mercy  Redman,  and  ieveral  other 
friends :  the  wind  being  Hack,  we  only  reached 
Tarpawling-Cove  the  firft  day  ;  where,  going 
on  Ihore,  we  found  room  in  a  public-houfe, 
and  beds  for  a  few  of  us,  the  reft  fleeping 
on  the  floor :  we  went  on-board  again  about 
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break  of  day ;  and,  though  the  wind  was 
fmall,  we  were  favoured  to  come  wdthin  about  ' 
four  miles  of  Nantucket;  and  then,  about  ten 
of  us  getting  into  our  boat,  we  rowed  to  the 
harbour  before  dark ;  whereupon  a  large 
boat,  going  off,  brought  in  the  reft  of  the  paf- 
fengers  about  midnight :  the  next  day  but 
one  was  their  yearly-meeting,  which  held 
four  days;  thelaft  of  which  was  their  month¬ 
ly-meeting  for  bufinefs.  We  had  a  labori¬ 
ous  time  amongft  them  :  our  minds  were 
clofely  cxercifed,  and  I  believe  it  was  a  time 
of  great  fearching  of  heart :  the  longer  I  was 
on  the  ifland,  the  more  I  became  fenfible 
that  there  was  a  confiderable  number  of  va¬ 
luable  friends  there,  though  an  evil  fpirit, 
tending  to  ftrife,  had  been  at  work  amongft 
them  :  I  was  cautious  of  making  any  vilits, 
but  as  my  mind  was  particularly  drawn  to 
them  ;  and  in  that  way  we  had  fome  fittings 
in  friends  houfes,  where  the  heavenly  wing 
was,  at  times,  fpread  over  us,  to  our  mutual 
comfort. 

My  beloved  companion  had  very  acceptable 
fervice  on  this  ifland. 

When  meeting  was  over,  we  all  agreed  to 
fail  the  next  day,  if  the  weather  w'as  fuit- 
able  and  we  well;  and,  being  called  up  the 
latter  part  of  the  night,  we  went  on-board  a 
velTel,  being  in  all  about  fifty  ;  but,  the  wind 
changing,  the  feamen  thought  beft  to  ftay  in 
the  harbour  till  it  altered;  ib  we' returned  on- 
fhore ;  and,  feeling  clear  as  to  any  farther  vi- 
fits,  I  fpent  my  time  in  our  chamber  chiefly 

alone  ; 
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alone  j  and,  after  fome  hours,  my  heart  be¬ 
ing  filled  with  the  fpirit  of  fupplication,  my 
prayers  and  tears  were  poured  out,  betore 
my  heavenly  Father,  for  his  help  and  in- 
ftrudion  in  the  manifold  difficulties  which 
attended  me  in  life  :  and,  while  I  was  wait- 
*  ing  upon  the  Lord,  there  came  a  meflcinger 
from  the  women  friends,  who  lodged  at  ano¬ 
ther  houfe,  defiring  to  confer  with  us  about 
appointing  a  meeting,  which  to  me  appeared 
weighty,  as  we  had  been  at  fo  many  before  j 
but,  after  a  thort  conference,  and  advifing 
with  fome  elderly  friends,  a  meeting  was 
appointed,  in  which  the  friend,  who  firft 
moved  it,  and  who  had  been  much  fhut  up 
before,  was  largely  opened  in  the  love  of  the 
gofpel :  and  the  next  morning,  about  break 
of  day,  going  again  on-board  the  veflel,  we 
reached  Falmouth  on  the  Main  before  night  j 
where  our  horfes  being  brought,  we  proceeded 
toward  Sandwich  quarterly- meeting. 

Being  two  days  in  going  to  Nantucket, 
and  having  been  there  once  before,  1  obferved 
many  flaoals  in  their  bay,  which  make  fail¬ 
ing  more  dangerous,  efpecially  in  ftormy 
nights;  alfo,  that  a  great  fhoal,  which  en- 
clofes  their  harbour,  prevents  their  going 
in  with  {loops,  except  when  the  tide  is 
up ;  waiting  without  which,  for  the  rifing 
of  the  tide,  is  fometimes  hazardous  in  ftorms  : 
waiting  within,  they  fometimes  mifs  a  fair 
wind.  I  took  notice,  that  on  that  fmall 
illand  was  a  great  number  of  inhabitants, 
and  the  foil  not  very  fertile ;  the  timber  fo 
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gone,  that  for  veflels,  fences,  and  firewood, 
they  depend  chiefly  on  the  buying  froEn 
the  Main  j  the  coft  whereof,  with  moft  of 
their  other  expences,  they  depend  principally 
upon  the  whale-fifhery  to  anfwer.  I  confi- 
dered,  that  as  towns  grew  larger,  and  lands 
near  navigable  waters  more  cleared,  timber 
and  wood  would  require  more  labour  to  get 
it:  I  underllood  that  the  whales  being  much 
hunted,  and  fometimes  wounded  and  not 
killed,  grew  more  (hy  and  diflicult  to  come 
at :  I  confidered  that  the  formation  of  the 
earth,  the  feas,  the  iflands,  bays,  and  rivers, 
the  motions  of  the  winds  and  great  waters, 
which  caufe  bars  and  flioals  in  particular 
places,  were  all  the  works  of  him  who  is 
perfe(ft  wifdom  and  goodnefs  ;  and,  as  people 
attend  to  his  heavenly  inftrudtion,  and  put 
their  trufl;  in  him,  he  provides  for  them  in 
all  parts,  where  he  gives  them  a  being.  And 
as,  in  this  vifit  to  thefe  people,  I  felt  a  ftrong 
defire  for  their  firm  efliablifhment  on  the  fure 
'  foundation,  befides  what  was  faid  more  pub¬ 
licly,  I  was  concerned  to  fpeak  with  the 
women  friends,  in  their  monthly-meeting  of 
bufinefs,  many  being  prefent  j  and,  in  the 
frefh  fpring  of  pure  love,  to  open  before 
them  the  advantage,  both  inward  and  out- 
ward,’  of' attending  fingly  to  the  guidance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  therein  to  edu¬ 
cate  their  children  in  true  humility,  and  the 
difufe  of  all  fuperfluities,  reminding  them 
of  the  difficulties  their  hufbands  and  fons  were 
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frequently  expofed  to  at  fea ;  and  that,  the  more 

plain 
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plain  and  fimple  their  way  of  living  was, 
the  lefs  need  of  running  great  hazards  to 
fupport  them  in  it ;  encouraging  the  young 
women  in  their  neat  decent  way  of  attending 
themfelves  on  the  affairs  of  the  houfe  ;  (hew¬ 
ing,  as  the  way  opened,  that,  where  people 
were  truly  humble,  ufed  themfelves  to  bufi- 
nefs,  and  were  content  with  a  plain  way  of 
life,  it  had  ever  been  attended  with  more 
true  peace  and  calmnefs  of  mind,  than  they 
have  had  who,  afpiring  to  greatnefs  and  out¬ 
ward  (hew,  have  grafped  hard  for  an  income 
to  fupport  themfelves  in  it :  and,  as  I  ob- 
ferved  they  had  few  or  no  (laves  amongft 
them,  I  had  to  encourage  them  to  be  content 
without  them  ;  making  mention  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  troubles  and  vexations  which  fre¬ 
quently  attend  the  minds  of  people  who  dcr 
pend  on  (laves  to’do  their  labour. 

We  attended  the  quarterly -meeting  at 
Sandwich,  in  company  with  Ann  Gaunt 
and  Mercy  Redman,  which  was  preceded 
by  a  monthly-meeting ;  and  in  the  whole 
held  three  days :  we  were  various  ways  exer- 
cifed  amongtl:  them,  in  gofpel  love,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  feveral  gifts  beftowed  on  us  ; 
and  were,  at  times,  overlhadowed  with  the 
virtue  of  truth,  to  the  comfort  of  the  fincere, 
and  ftirririg  up  of  the  negligent.  Here  we 
parted  with  Ann  and  Mercy,  and  went  to 
Rhode-Kland,  taking  one  meeting  in  our 
way,  which  was  a  fatisfadlory  time  ;  and, 
reaching  Newport  the  evening  before  their 
quarterly-meeting,  we  attended  it  j  and,  after 
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that,  had  a  meeting  with  our  young  oeople, 
feparated  from  thofe  of  other  focieties.'  We 
went  through  much  labour  in  this  town  ;  and 
now,  in  taking  leave' of  it,  though  I  felt  clcfe 
inward  exercife  to  the  lad,  I  found  inward 
peace ;  and  was,  in  fome  degree,  comforted, 
in  a  belief,  that  a  good  number  remain 
m  that  place,  who  retain  a  fenfe  of  truth  ; 
and  that  there  are  fome  young  people  at- 
^tive  to  the  voice  of  the  heavenly  Shepherd. 
The  laft  meeting,  in  which  friends  from  the 
feveral  parts  of  tne  quarter  came  together, 
was  a  feled  meeting  )  and,  through  the  renew¬ 
ed  manifeftation  of,  the  Father’s  love,  the 
hearts  of  the  fincere  were  united  together. 

That  poverty  of  fpirit,  and  inward  weak- 
nefs,  with  which  I  was  much  tried  the  fore 
part  of  this  journey,  have  of  late  appeared  to 
|ne  as  a  difpenfation  of  kindnefs.  Appoint¬ 
ing  meetings  never  appeared  more  weighty 
to  mer  and  I  was  led  into  a  deep  fearch, 
whether  in  all  things  my  mind  was  religned 
to  the  will  of  God  j  often  querying  with  my- 
felf,  what  Ihould  be  the  caufe  of  fuch  inward 
poverty ;  and  greatly  defired,  that  no  fecret 
referve  in  my  heart  might  hinder  my  accefs 
to  the  divine  fountain.  In  thefe  humbling 
times  I  was  made  watchful,  and  excited  to 
attend  the  fecret  movings  of  the  heavenly 
principle  in  my  mind,  which  prepared  the 
way  to  fome  duties,  that  in  more  eafy  and 
profperous  times,  as  to  the  outward,  I  believe 
I  Ihould  have  been  in  danger  of  omitting. 

From 
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From  Newport  we  went  to  Greenwich, 
Shanticut,  and  Warwick ;  and  were  helped, 
to  labour  amongft  friends  in  the  love  of  our 
gracious  Redeemer :  and  then,  accompanied 
by  our  friend,  John  Cafey,  from  Newport,  we 
rode  through  Connedicut  to  Oblong,  vifited 
the  meetings  of  friends  in  thofe  parts,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  the  quarterly-meeting  at 
Ryewoodsj  and,  through  the  gracious  extend¬ 
ings  of  divine  help,  had  fome  feafoning  op¬ 
portunities  in  thofe  places:  fo  we  vifited  friends 
at  New- York  and  Flulhingj  and  thence  to 
Rahaway  :  and  here,  our  roads  parting,  I 
took  leave  of  my  beloved  companion,  and  true 
yoke-mate,  Samuel  Eaftburn  j  and  reached 
home  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  eighth  month, 
1760,  where  I  found  my  family  well:  and, 
for  the  favours  and  protedlion  of  the  Lord, 
both  inward  and  outward,  extended  to  me 
in  this  journey,  my  heart  is  humbled  in 
grateful  acknowledgements;  and  I  find  renew¬ 
ed  defires  to  dwell  and  walk  in  refignednefs 
before  him. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

His  vijits  to  Pennfyhania,  Shrewjhury,  and 
Squan.—His  publijhing  the  fecond  part  of 
.  conf  derations  on  keeping  negroes.-- — His  vi- 
-  Jittng  the  families  of  friends  of  Ancocas  and 
Mount-Holly  meetings.  — His  viftts  to  the 
Indians  at  Wehaloofng  on  the  river  Sufque- 
hannah. 

\ 

♦ 

Having  felt  my  mind  drawn  toward  a 
vifit  to  a  few  meetings  in  Pennfylva- 
nia,  I  was  very  defirous  to  be  rightly  in- 
ftrudled  as  to  the  time  of  fetting  off ;  and,  on 
the  tenth  day  of  the  fifth  month,  1761,  be¬ 
ing  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  I  went  to  Had- 
donfield  meeting,  concluding  to  feek  for  hea¬ 
venly  inftrudion,  and  come  home,  or  go  on, 
as  I  might  then  believe  beft  for  me;  and  there, 
through  the  fpringing  up  of  pure  love,  I  felt 
encouragement,  and  fo  crofled  the  river.  In 
this  vifit  I  was  at  two  quarterly  and  three 
monthly-meetings ;  and,  in  the  love  of  .truth, 
felt  my  way  open  to  labour  with  fome  noted 
friends,  who  kept  negroes  :  and,  as  I  was  fa¬ 
voured  to  keep  to  the  root,  and  endeavoured 
to  difcharge  what  I  believed  was  required  of 
me,  I’found  inward  peace  therein,  from  time 
to  time,  and  thankfulnefs  of  heart  to  the 
Lord,  who  vv’as  gracioufly  pleafedto  be  a  guide 
to  me.' 


In 
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In  the  eighth  month,  1761,  having  felt 
drawings  in  my  mind  to  vifit  friends  in  and 
about  Shrewfbury,  I  went  there,  and  was 
at  their  monthly-meeting,  and  their  firft-day 
meeting  j  and  had  a  meeting  at  Squan,  and 
another  at  Squankum  j  and,  as  way  opened, 
had  converfatiqn  with  fome  noted  friends 
concerning  their  flaves  :  and  I  returned  , home 
in  a  thankful  fenfe  of  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord. 

From  the  care  I  felt  growing  in  me  fome 
years,  I  wrote  Conliderations  on  keeping 
Negroes,  part  the  fecond  ;  which  was  prin¬ 
ted  this  year,  1762.  When  the  overfeers  of, 
the  prefs  had  done  with  it,  they  offered  to 
get  a  number  printed,  to  be  paid  for  out  of 
the  yearly-meeting  flock,  and  to  be  given' 
away  ;  but  I  being  mofl  eafy  to  publifh  them 
at  my  own  expence,  and,  offering  my  reafbns,' 
they  appeared  fatisfied. 

Th  is  flock  is  the  contribution  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  religious  fociety  in  general  j 
amongfl  whom  are  fome  who  keep  negroes  j 
and,  being  inclined  to  continue  them  in  fla- 
very,  are  not  likely  to  be  fatisfied  with  thofe 
books  being  fpread  amongfl  a  people  where 
many  of  the  flaves  are  taught  to  read,  and 
efpecially  not  at  their  expence;  and  fuch  of¬ 
ten,  receiving  them  as  a  gift,  conceal  them  : 
But  as  they,  who  make  a  purchafe,  generally 
buy  that  which  they  have  a  mind  for,  I  be¬ 
lieved  it  beft  to  fell  them  ;  expedling,  by  that 
means,  they  would  more  generally' be  read 
with  attention.  Advertifements  being  figned 

by 
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by  order  of  the  overfeers  of  the  prefs,  di- 
redled  to  be  read  in  monthly-meetings  of  bu- 
linefs  within  our  own  yearly-meeting,  in¬ 
forming  where  the  books  were,  and  that  the 
price  was  no  more  than  the  coft  of  printing 
and  binding  them,  many  were  taken  off  in 
our  parts ;  feme  I  fent  to  Virginia,  fome  to 
New-York,  and  fome  to  Newport,  to  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  there  ;  and  fome  I  kept,  expeding 
to  give  part  of  them  away,  where  there  appear¬ 
ed  a  profped  of  fervice. 

In  my  youth  I  was  ufed  to  hard  labour  j 
and,' though  1  was  middling  healthy,  yet  my 
nature  was  not  fitted  to  endure  fo  much  as 
many  others  :  that,  being  often  weary,  I  was 
prepared  to  fympathize  with  thofe  whofe  cir- 
cumftances  in  life,  as  free  men,  required  con- 
ftant  labour  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  their 
creditors,  and  with  others  under  oppreffion. 
In  the  uneafinefs  of  body,  which  1  have  ma¬ 
ny  times  felt  by  too  much  labour,  not  as  a 
forced  but  a  voluntary  oppreffion,  1  have  of¬ 
ten  been  excited  to  think  on  the  original 
caufe  of  that  oppreffion,  which  is  impofed  on 
many  in  the  world :  and,  the  latter  part  of 
the  time  wherein  I  laboured  on  our  planta¬ 
tion,  my  heart,  through  the  frefh  vifitations 
of  heavenly  love,  being  often  tender,  and 
my  leifure-time  frequently  fpent  in  reading 
the  life  and  dodrines  of  our  blelTed  Redeem¬ 
er,  the  account  of  the  fufferings  of  martyrs, 
and  the  hiftory  of  the  firft  rife  of  our  fociety, 
a  belief  was  gradually  fettled  in  my  mind, 
that  if  fuch,  as  had  great  eftates,  generally 

lived 
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lived  in  that  humility  and  plainnefs  ivhicli 
belongs  to  a  Chriftian  life,  and  kid  much 
eafier  rents  and  interefts  on  their  lands  and 
monies,  and  thus  led  the  way  to  a  right  ufe 
of  things,  fo  great  a  number  of  people  might 
be  employed  in  things  ufeful,  that  labour, 
both  for  men  and  other  creatures,  would  need 
to  be  no  more  than  an  agreeable  employ ; 
and  divers  branches  of  bufinefs,-  which  ferve 
ch  iefiy  to  pleafe  the  natural  inclinations  of 
our  minds,  and  which,  at  prefent,  feem  ne- 
celfary  to  circulate  that  wealth  which  fome 
gather,  might,  in  this  way  of  pure  wifdom, 
be  difcontinued.  And,  as  I  have  thus  confi- 
dcred  thefe  things,  a  query,  at  times,  hath  ari- 
fen  :  Do  I,  in  all  my  proceedings,  keep  to 
that  ufe  of  things  which  is  agreeable  to  uni- 
verfal  righteoufnefs  ?  And  then  there  hath 
fome  degree  of  fadnefs,  at  times,  come  ov.er 
me,  for  that  I  accuftomed  myfelf  to  fome 
things,  which  occafioned  more  labour  than  I 
believe  divine  wifdom  intends  for  us. 

From  my  early  acquaintance  with  truth 
I  have  often  felt  an  inward  diftrefs,  occafon- 
cd  by  the  ftriving  of  a  fpirit  in  me  againft. 
the  operation  of  the  heavenly  principle  ;  and 
in  this  circumftance  have  been  affedted  with 
a  fenfe  of  my  own  wretchednefs,  'and  in  a 
mourning  condition  felt  earned  longing  for 
that  divine  help,  which  brings  the  foul  into 
true  liberty ;  and  fometimes,  in  this  date,'  re¬ 
tiring  into  private  places,  the  fpirit  of  fup- 
plication  hath  been  given  me  ;  and,  under  a 
heavenly  covering,  1  have  alked  my  gracious 
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Father  to  give  me  a  heart  in  all  things  re- 
figned  to  the  diredlion  of  his  wifdom. 

In  vifiting  people  of  note  in  the  fociety 
who  had  Haves,  and  labouring  with  them  in 
brotherly  love  on  that  account,  I  have  feen, 
and  the  fight  has  affedled  me,  that  a  con¬ 
formity  to  fome  cuftoms,  diftinguilhable  from 
pure  wifdom,  has  entangled  many ;  and  the 
defire  of  gain,  to  fiipportthefe  cuftoms,  greatly 
oppofed  the  work  of  truth  :  and  fomctimes, 
when  the  profpedt  of  the  work  before  me  has 
been  fuch,  that  in  bowednefs  of  fpirit,  I  have 
been  drawn  into  retired  places,  and  befought 
the  Lord  with  tears  that  he  would  take  me 
wholly  under  his  diredion,  and'fhew  me  the 
way  in  which  I  ought  to  walk,  it  hath  revived, 
with  ftrength  of  convidion,that,  if  I  would  be 
his  faithful  fervant,  I  muft,  in  all  things,  at¬ 
tend  to  his  wifdom,  and  be  teachable }  and  fo 
ceafe  from  all  cuftoms  contrary  thereto,  how¬ 
ever  ufed  amongft  religious  people. 

As  he  is  the  perfedion  of  power,  of  wif¬ 
dom,  and  of  goodnefs,  fo,  I  believe,  he  hath 
provided,  that  fo  much  labour  fhall  be  ne- 
cefTary  for  men’s  fupport,  in  this  world,  as 
would,  being  rightly  divided,  be  a  fuitable 
employment  of  their  time  3  and  that  we  can¬ 
not  go  into  fuperfluities,  or  grafp  after  wealth 
in  a  way  contrary  to  his  wifdom,  without 
having  connedion  with  fome  degree  of  oppref- 
fion,  and  with  that  fpirit  which  leads  to  felf- 
exaltation  and  ftrife,  and  which  frequently 
brings  calamities  on  countries,  by  parties  con¬ 
tending  about  their  claims. 


In 
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In  the  eleventh  month  of  the  year  1762, 
feeling  an  engagement  of  mind  to  vifit  fome 
families  in  Mansfield,  I  joined  my  beloved 
friend,  Benjamin  Jones,  and  we  fpent  a  few 
days  together  in  that  fervice.  In  the  fccond 
month,  1763,  I  joined  in  company  with  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Smith  and  Mary  Noble  on  a  vifit  to 
the  families  of  friends  at  Ancocas;  in  both 
which  vifits,  through  the  baptizing  pow^ 
of  truth,  the  fincere  labourers  were  often 
comforted,  and  the  hearts  of  friends  opened 
to  receive  us.  And,  in  the  fourth  month  fol¬ 
lowing,  I  accompanied  Ibme  friends  in  a  vi¬ 
fit  to  the  families  of  friends  in  Mount*- 
Holly,  in  which  my  mind  was  often  drawn 
into  an  inward  awfulnefs,  wherein  ftrong 
defires  were  raifed  for  the  everlafting  welfare 
of  my  fellow-creatures  j  and,  through  the 
kindnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father,  our  hearts 
were,  at  times,  enlarged,  and  friends  invited, 
in  the  flowings  of  divine  love,  to  attend  to 
that  which  would  fettle  them  on  the  fare  foun¬ 
dation. 

Having  many  years  felt  love  in  my  heart 
toward  the  natives  of  this  land,  who  dwell  far 
back  in  the  wildernefs,  whofe  anceftors  were 
the  owners  and  polfeflfors  of  the  land  where 
we  dwell  j  and  who,  for  a  very  fmall  confi- 
deration,  affigned  their  inheritance  to  us  j 
and,  being  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  eighth 
month,  1761,  in  a  vifit  to  fome  friends  who 
had  flaves,  I  fell  in  company  with  fome  of 
thofe  natives  who  lived  on  the  eaft  branch  of 
the  river  Sufquehannah,  at  an  Indian  town 

called 
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called  Wehaloofing,  two  hundred  miles  from 
Philadelphia  j  and,  m  converfation  with  them 
by  an  interpreter,  as  alfo  by  obfervations  on 
tneir  countenances  and  condud:,  I  believed 
fome  of  them  were  meafurably  acquainted 
With  that  divine  power  which  fubjedls  the 
rough  and  froward  will  of  the  creature  :  and, 
at  times,  I  felt  inward  drawings  toward  a  vifit 
to  that  place  of  which  I  told  none  except  my 
ear  wife,  until  it  came  to  fome  ripenefs;  and, 
then,  in  the  winter,  1762,  I  laid  it  before 
iriends  at  our  monthly  and  quarterly,  and  af¬ 
terwards  at  our  general  fpring  meeting ;  and, 
having  the  unity  of  friends,  and  being  thought¬ 
ful  about  an  Indian  pilot,  there  came  a  man 
and  three  women  from  a  little  beyond  that 
town  to  Philadelphia  on  bufinefs :  and  I,  be¬ 
ing  informed  thereof  by  letter,  met  them 
in  town  in  the  fifth  month,  1763  ;  and,  after 
fome  converfation,  finding  they  were  fober 
people,  I,  by  the  concurrence  of  friends  in 
that  place,  agreed  to  join  with  them  as  com¬ 
panions  in  their  return ;  and,  on  the  feventh  day 
of  the  lixth  month  following,  we  appointed 
to  meet  at  Samuel  Foulk’s,  at  Richland  in 
Bucks  county.  Now,  as  this  vifit  felt  weightv, 
and  was  performed  at  a  time  when  travelling 
appeared  perilous,  fo  the  difpenfations  of  di¬ 
vine  Providence,  in  preparing  my  mind  for  it, 
have  been  memorable  ;  and  I  believe  it  good 
for  me  to  give  fome  hints  thereof. 

After  I  had  given  up  to  go,  the  thoughts 
of  the  journey  were  often  attended  with  un- 
ufual  ladnefs  y  in  which  times",  my  heart  was 
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frequently  turned  to  the  Lord  with  inward 
breathings  for  his  heavenly  fupport,  that  I 
might  not  fail  to  follow  him  wherefoever  he 
might  lead  me :  and,  being  at  our  youths 
meeting  at  Chefterfield,  about  a  week  before 
the  time  I  expedled  to  fet  off,  I  was  there  led 
to  fpeak  on  that  prayer  of  our  Redeemer  to 
his  Father :  “  I  pray  not  that  thou  fhouldefi: 

“  take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou 
“  fhouldeft  keep  them  from  the  evil.”  And,  in 
attending  to  the  pure  openings  of  truth,  1  had  to 
mention  what  he  elfewhere  faid  to  his  Father  ; 

“  I  know  that  thou  heareft  me  at  all  times 
fo  that,  as.  fome  of  his  followers  kept  their 
places,  and  as  his  prayer  was  granted,  it  fol¬ 
lowed  neceffariiy  that  they  were  kept  from  evil: 
and,  as  fome  of  thofe  met  with  great  hardfhips 
and  afflihtions  in  this  world,  and  at  laft  fufter- 
ed  death  by  cruel  men,  it  appears,  that  what- 
foever  befils  men  while  they  live  in  pure  obe¬ 
dience  to  God,  as  it  certainly  works  for  their 
good,  fo  it  may  not  be  confidered  an  evil  as  it 
relates  to  them.  As  I  fpake  on  this  fubjedt,  ' 
my  heart  was  much  tendered,  and  great  awful- 
nefs  came  over  me ;  and  then,  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  next  week,  being  ut  our  own  afternoon- 
meeting,  and  my  heart  being  enlarged  in  love, 

1  was  led  to  fpeak  on  the  care  and  protection 
of  the  Lord  over  his  people,  and  to  make 
mention  of  that  palTage,  where  a  band  of  Afly- 
rians  endeavouring  to  take  captive  the  prophet, 
were  difappointed  ;  and  how  the  pfalmift  faid, 

“  The  angel  of  the  Lord  encarnpeth  round 
“  about  them  that  fear  him.”  And  thus,  in 
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true  love  and  tendernefs,  I  parted  from  friends, 
expe  ing,  tne  next  morning,  to  proceed  cn 
my  journey  and;  being  weary,  went  early  to 
■bed :  and,  after  I  had  been  afleep  a  ihort  time, 
I  was  awaked  by  a  man  calling  at  my  door  j 
and,  anfing,  was  invited  to  meet  fome  friends  at 

pfn  j  came  from 

rhiladelphia  fo  late,  that  friends  were  general¬ 
ly  gone  to  bed:  thefe  friends  informed  me, 
that  an  exprefs  arrived  the  laft  morning  from 
Pittfburgh,  and  brought  news  that  the  Indians 
had  taken  a  fort  from  the  EngliOi  weftward, 
an  flam  and  fcalped  Englifh  people  in  divers 
places,  fome  near  the  faid  Pittfburgh;  and 
that  fome  elderly  friends  in  Philadelphia,  know¬ 
ing  the  time  of  my  expeding  to  fet  off,  had 
conferred  together,  and  thought  good  to  in¬ 
form  me  of  thefe  things,  before  I  left  home, 
that  1  might  confider  them,  and  proceed  as  I 
believed  beft ;  fo  J,  going  again  to  bed,  told 
not  my  wife  till  morning.  My  heart  was 
turned  to  the  Lord  for  his  heavenly  inftrudlion; 
arid  It  was  an  humbling  time  to  me.  When 
I  told  my  dear  wife,  fhe  appeared  to  be  deeply 
concerned  about  it ;  but,  in  a  few  hours  time, 
my  mind  became  fettled  in  a  belief,  that  it  was 
my  duty  to  proceed  on  my  journey ;  and  fhe 
Iwre  it  with  a  good  degree  of  refignation.  In 
this  conflid  of  fpirit,  there  were  great  fearch- 
ings  of  heart,  and  ftrong  cries  to  the  Lord^ 
that  no  motion  might  be,  in  the  leaf!:  degree, 
attended  to,  but  that  of  the  pure  fpirit  of  truth. 

The  fubjeds  before-mentioned,  on  which 
I-  had  fb  lately  Ipoken  in  public,  were  now 

very 
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very  frefli  before  me ;  and  I  was  brought  in¬ 
wardly*  to  commit  myfelf  to  the  Lord,  to  be 
difpoted  of  as  he  faw  bed.  So  I  took  leave  of 
my  family  and  neighbours,  in  much  bowed- 
nefs  of  fpirit,  and  went  to  our  monthly-'mect- 
ing  at  Burlington;  and,  after  taking  leave  of 
friends  there,  1  eroded  the  river,  accompanied 
by  my  friends,  Ifrael  and  John  Pemberton;  and, 
oarting  t  the  next  morning  with  Ifrael,  John 
3ore  me  company  to  Samuel  Foulk  s,  where  I 
met  the  before-mentioned  Indians,  and  we 
were  glad  to  fee  each  other  i  heie  my  fiiend, 
Benjamin  Parvin,  met  me,  and  propofed  join¬ 
ing  as  a  companion,  we  having  paffed  feme 
letters  before  on  the  fubject ;  and  new,  on  his 
account,  I  had  a  fharp  trial ;  for,  as  the  jour¬ 
ney  appeared  perilous,  I  thought,  if  he  went 
chiefly  10  bear  me  conn.pany,  and  we  fhould  be 
taken  capdve,  my  having  been  the  means  of 
drawing^  him  into  thefe  difficulties  would  add 
to  my  own  affiidtions  :  fo  1  told  him  my  mind 
freely,  and  let  him  know  that  1  was  rcflgned 
to  go  alone  ;  but,  after  all,  if  he  really  believed 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  on,  I  believed  his  com**^ 
pany  would*  be  very  comfortaDle  to  me  i  it 
was,  indeed,  a  timeof  deep exercife,  and  Ben¬ 
jamin  appeared  to  be  fo  faftened  to  the  vifit, 
that  he  could  not  be  eafy  to  leave  me;  fo  v/e 
-went  on,  accompanied  by  our  friends,  John 
Pemberton,  and  William  Lightfoot  of  Pikeland> 
and  lodged  at  Bethlehem  ;  and  there,  parting 
with  John,  William  and  we  went  forward  oa 
the  ninth  day  of  the  fixth  month,  and  got 
lodging  on  the  floor  of  a  houfe,  about  five 
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miles  from  Fort- Allen :  here  we  parted  with 
William]  and  at  this  place  we  met  with  an 
Indian  trader,  lately  come  from  Wiomingj  and, 
m  converfation  with  him,  I  perceived  that  ma¬ 
ny  white  people  do  often  fell  rum  to  the  In¬ 
dians,  which,  I  believe,  is  a  great  evil  5  firfl:, 
they  being  thereby  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  their 
realbn,  and  their  Ipirits  violently  agitated,  quar¬ 
rels  often  arife  which  end  in  mifchief;  and  the 
bitternefs  and  refentments,  occafioned  hereby, 
are  frequently  of  long  continuance:  again, 
their  llcins  and  furs,  gotten  through  much  fa¬ 
tigue  and  hard  travels  in  hunting,  with  which 
they  intended  to  buy  clothing,  when  they  be¬ 
come  intoxicated,  they  often  fell  at  a  low  rate 
for  more  rum ;  and  afterward,  when  they 
fulFer  for  want  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  are 
angry  with  thofe  who.  for  the  fake  of  gain, 
took  the  advantage  of  their  weaknefs :  of  this 
their  chiefs  have  often  complained,  at  their 
treaties  with  the  Englifh.  Where  cunning 
j  people  pafs  counterfeits,  and  impofe  that  on  or 
thers  which  is  good  for  nothing,  it  is  confi- 
dered  as-  a  wickednefs ;  but,  to  fell  that  to  peo¬ 
ple  which  we  know  does  them  harm,  and 
which  often  works  their  ruin]  for  the  fake  of 
gain,  manifefts  a  hardened  and  corrupt  heart, 
and  is  an  evil,  which  demands  the  care  of  all 
true  lovers  of  virtue  to  fupprefs :  and  while 
my  mind,  this  evening,  was  thus  employed,  I 
alfo  remembered,  that  the  people  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  among  whom  this  evil  is  too  common, 
are  often  poor  j  who  venture  to  the  outlide  of 
a  colony,  that  they  may  live  more  indepen¬ 
dent' 
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dent  on  fuch  as  are  wealthy,  who  often  fet 
high  rents  on  their  land:  being  renewedly 
confirmed  in  a  belief,  that,  if  all  our  inhabi¬ 
tants  lived  according  to  found  wifdom,  labour¬ 
ing  to  promote  univerfal  love  and  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  ceafed  from  every  inordinate  defire 
after  wealth,  and  from  all  cuftoms  which  are 
tindured  with  luxury,  the  way  would  be  ea- 
fy  for  our  inhabitants,  though  much  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  at  prefent,  to  live  comfortably  on 
honeft  employments,  without  haying  that 
temptation  they  are  often  under  of  being  drawn 
into  fchemes  to,  make  fettlements  on  lands 
which  have  not  been  purchafed  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans,  or  of  applying  to  that  wicked  pradice  of 
felling  rum  to  them. 

On  the  tenth  day  of  the  month  we  fet  out 
early  in  the  morning,  and  eroded  the  wef- 
tern  branch  of  Delaware,  called  the  Great 
Lehle,  near  Fort-Alien ;  the  water  being 
high,  we  went  over  in  a  canoe  :  here  we 
met  an  Indian,  and  had  fome  friendly  conver- 
fation  with  him,  and  gave  him  fome  bifeuit ; 
and  he  having  killed  a  deer,  gave  the  Indians 
'with  us  fome  of  it:  then,  after  travelling 
fome  miles,  we  met  feveral  Indian  men  and 
women  with  a  cow  and  horfe,  and  fomehoufe- 
hold  goods,  who  were  lately  come  from  their 
dwelling  at  Wioming,  and  going  to  fettle  at 
another  place;  we  made  them  fome  fmall  pre-' 
fents,  and,  fome  of  them  underflanding  Eng- 
lifh,  1  told  them  my  motive  in  coming  into 
their  country,  with  which  they  appeared  fatis- 
fied  :  and,  one  of  our  guides  talking  a  while 
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with  an  ancient  woman  concerning  us,  the 
poor  old  woman  came  to  my  companion  and 
me,  and  took  her  leave  of  us  with  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  fincere  affedion.  So,  going  oti,  we 
pitched  our  tent  near  the  banks  of  the’fame 
river,  having  laboured -hard  in  croffjng  fome  of 
thofe  mountains  called  the  Blue-Ridge  ;  and, 
by  the  roughnefs  of  the  ftones,  and  the. cavil 
ties  between  them,  and  the  fteepnefs  of  the 
hills,  it  appeared  dangerous ;  but  we  were 
preferved  in  fafety,  through  the  kindnefs  of 
him,  w'hofe  works  in  thofe  montainous  defarts 
appeared  awful  :  toward  whom  my  heart  was 
turned  during  this  day’s  travel. 

In  ear  our  tent,  on  the  fides  of  large  trees 
peeled  for  that  purpofe,  were  various  repre- 
lentations  of  men  going  to,  and  returning 
from  the  wars,  and  of  fome  killed  in  battle ; 
this  being  a  path  heretofore  ufed  by  warriors; 
and,  as  i  w'alked  about  viewing  thofe  Indian 
hiftories,  which  were  painted  moftly  in  red,  but 
Ibme  in  black,  and  thinking  on  the  innumera¬ 
ble  afflidlions  which  the  proud,  fierce,  fpirit, 
produceth  in  the  world ;  thinking  on  the  toils 
and  fatigues  of  warriors,  travelling  over  moun¬ 
tains  and  defarts ;  thinking  on  their  miferies 
and  diftreffes  when  wounded  far  from  home  by 
their  enemies ;  and  of  their  bruifes  and  great 
wearinefs  in  chafing  one  another  over  the 
rocks  and  mountains;  and  of  their  refilefs, 
unquiet,  itate  of  mind,  who  live  in  this  fpirit; 
and  of  the  hatred  which  mutually  grows  up  in 
the  minds  of  the  children  of  thofe  nations  en¬ 
gaged  in  war  with  each  other  :  during  thefe 

meditations. 
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meditations,  the  defire  to  cher.ih  the  fpirit 
of  love  and  peace  amongft  thefe  people  ,  aroie 
very  frelh  in  me.  This  was  the  firft  night 
that  we  lodged  in  the  woods  ;  and,  being  wet 
with  travelling  in  the  rain,  the  groun^d,  our 
tent,  and  the  bullies,  which  we  pur^pofed  to  lay 

under  our  blankets,  being  alfo  wet,  all  looked 

difcouraging  ;  but  I  believed,  that  it  was  the 
Lord  who  had  thus  far  brought  me  forward, 
and  that  he  -would  dilpofe  ot  me  as  he  faw 
good  ;  and  therein  I  felt  eafy  :  fo  we  kindled  a 
tire,  with  our  tent  open  to  it ;  and,  with  fome 
bulhes  next  the  ground,  and  then  our  blankets, 
we  made  our  bed,  and,  lying  down,  got  fome 
fleep ;  and,  in  the  morning,  feeling  a  little  un¬ 
well,  1  went  into  the  river  ;  the  water  was 
cold,  but  loon  after  i  felt  frelh  and  well. 

1  he  .eleventh  day  of  bhe  fixth  month,  the 
bufhes  being  wet,  we  tarried  in  our  tent  till 
about  eight  o’, clock ;  when,  going  on,  yve  crolTed 
a  high  mountain  fuppofed  to  be  upwards  of 
lour  miles  over;  the  lleepnefs  on  .the  noith'- 
fide  exceeding  all  the  others.  Vi^e  alfo  ciolleci 
two  fwamps,  and,  it  raining  near  night,  we 

pitched  our  tent  and  lodged. 

About  noon,  on  our  way,  we  were  over¬ 
taken  by  one  of  the  jVIoravian  brethren,  go-, 
ing  to  ''Wehaloofing,  and  an  Indian  niati 
with  him,  who  could  talk  Enghfli ;  and  \ye, 
being  together  while  our  horfes  ate  grafs,  had 
Ibine  friendly  converlation ;  but  they,  tra¬ 
velling  falier  than  we,  foon  left  us.  This 
Moravian,  1  underftcod,  had  fpent  fome 
time  this  fpring  at  Wehalooiing,  and  was, 

K  4  by 
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by  feme  of  th?  Indians,  invited  to  come 
'  again.  . 

firft  of  the  week,  it  being  a  rainy  day,  we 
continued  in  our  tent  j  and  here  I  was'led  to 
,  hink  on  the  nature  of  the  exercife  which 
hath  attended  me :  love  was  the  firft  motion 

'  a  concern  arofe  to  fpend  feme  time 

with  the  Indians,  that  I  might  feel  and  un¬ 
derhand  their ,  life,  and  the  fpirit  they  live 
jn,  1  haply  I  might  receive  fome  inftrudion 
horn  them,  or  they  be  in  any  degree  helped 
forward  by  my  following  the  leadings' of 
.fruth  amongft  them  :  and,  as  it  pleafed  the 
,  Lord  to  make  way  for  my  going  at  a  time 
^  when  the  troubles  of  war  were  increafing, 
and  when,  by  reafon  of  much  wet  weather, 
.travelling  was  more  difficult  than  ufual  at 
.that  feafon,  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  to  feafon  my  mind,  and 
bring  me-  into  a  nearer  fympathy  with  them; 
and,  as  mine  eye  was  to  the  great  Father  of 
mercies,,  humbly  defiring  to  learn  what  his 

will  was  concerning  me,  1  was  made  quiet  and 
content. 


Our  guide  s  horfe,  though  hoppled,  went 
away  in  the  night;  after  finding  our  own, 
_  and  fearching  fome  time  for  him,  his  footfteps 
were  difeovered  in  the  path  going  back  again, 
whereupon  my  kind  companion  went  off  in 
the  ram,  and,  about  feven  hours  after,  re¬ 
turned  with  him  :  and  here  we  lodged  again ; 
tying  up  our  horfes  before  we  went  to  bed*, 
and  loofing  them  to  feed  about  break  of  day. 

On 
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On  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  fixth  month, 
the  fun  appearing,  we  fet  forward ;  and,  as  I 
rode  over  the  barren  hills,  my  meditations 
were  on  the  alterations  of  the  circumftances 
of  the  natives  of  this  land  fince  the  coming 
in  of  the  Englifh.  The  lands  pear  the  fed 
are  conveniently  fituated  for  fifhing ;  the 
lands  near  the  rivers,  where  the  tides  flow, 
and  fome  above,  are  in  many  places  fertile, 
and  not  mountainous;  while  the  running  of 
the  tides  makes  paffing  up  and  down  eafy 
with,  any  kind  of.  traffic.  Thofe  natives 
Jhave,  in  fome  places,  for  trifling  confidera- 
tions,  fold  their  inheritance  fo  favourably 
fituated  ;  and,  in  other  places,  been  driven 
back  by  fuperior  force :  fo  that  in  many 
places,  as  their  way  of  clothing  themfelves 
is  now  altered  from  what  it  was,  and  they, 
far  remote  from  us,  have  to  pafs  over  moun¬ 
tains,  fwamps,  and  barren  defarts,  travelling 
is  very  troubiefome,  in  bringing  their  fkins  and 
furs  to  trade  with  us. 

By  the  extending  of  Engliffi  fettleraents^ 
and  partly  by  Englifh  hunters,  the  wild  beafls, 
they  chiefly  depend  on  for  a  fubfiftance,  arc 
not  fo  plenty  as  they  were ;  and  people  top 
often,  for  the  fake  of  gain,  open  a  door  for 
them  to  wafl:e  their  fkins  and  furs,  in  purcha- 
fing  a  liquor  which  tends  to  the  ruin  of  them 
and  their  families. 

My  own  will  and  deflres  were  now, very 
much  broken,  and  my  heart,  with  much 
earneftnefs,  turned  to  the  Lord,  to  whom 

H 

alone  I  looked  for  help  in  the  dangers  before 

me. 
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T  had  a  profpea:  of  the  Englifli  along 
the  .coaft,  for  upwards  of  nine  hundred 
miles,  where  I  had  travelled  j  and  the  fa¬ 
vorable  fituation  of  the  Englifli,  and  the 
dii^eulties  attending  the  natives  in  many 
places,  and  the  negroes,  were  open  before 
me  ;  and  a  weighty  and  heavenly  care  came 
over:  my  mind,  and  love  filled  my  heart  to- 
f-  airltitid,  .in  which  1  felt  a  Rrong 

that  we  might  be  obedient  to 
th^  ..Lord,  while,  in  tender  mercies,  he  is  yet 
P&l'l'iog  to  us  i  and  fo  attend  to  pure  univer- 
Ll  fighteoufnefs,  as  to  give  no  juft  caufe  of 
O^^Bce  to  the  Gentiles,  who  do  not  profels 
Chj-iftianity,  whether  the  blacks  from  Africa, 
or  the  native  inhabitants  of  this  continent: 
and  here  I  was  led  into  a  clofe  laborious 
eo^uiry,  whether  I,  as  an  individual,  kept 
clear  from  all  things  which  tended  to  ftir  up, 
or  were  connedled  with  wars,  either  in  this 
land  or  Africa;  and  my  heart  was  deeply 
concerned,  that,  in  future,  I  might  in  all 
things  keep  fteadily  to  the  pure  truth,  and 
live  and  walk  in  the  plainnefs  and  fimplicity 
of  a  fincere  follower  of  Chrift.  And,  in  this 
lonely  journey,  I  did,  this  day,  greatly  be¬ 
wail  the  fpreading  of  a  wrong  fpirit,  be¬ 
lieving,  that  the  profperous,  convenient,  fi¬ 
tuation  of  the  Engliftj,  requires  a  conftant 
attention  to  divine  love  and  wifdom  to  guide 
and  fupport  us -in  a  way  anfwerable  to  j  the, 
will  of  that  good,  gracious,  and  almighty 
Being,  who  hath  an  equal  regard  to  all  man-, 
kind :  and,  here,  luxury  and  covetoufnefs,,’ 
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with'  the  numerous  oppreffions,  and  other 
evils  attending  them,  appeared  very  afflic¬ 
ting  to’  me  ;  and  I  felt  in. that  which  is  im¬ 
mutable,  that  the  feeds  - of  great  calamity 
and  defolation  are  fown  .and  grow iog.  <faft  on 
this  continent :  nor  have  I  words  fufficient>*to 
fet  forth  that  longing  J  then  felt,  .that  we, 
who  are  placed  along  the' coalt,  .iftid  have  taft* 
ed  the  love  and  goodnefs'  of  God,  ' might 
in  his  ftrength}  and,  like,  faithful  naefleo- 
gers,'  labour  to  cheek  the  gfowthi.of  thefe 
feeds,  that  they  may  not  ripen  to  iho  >ruM  of 

our  poftcrity.  -  '  .  >  >  -  ^  ^ 

We  reached  the  Indian  fettlecnent  atrWio- 
ming  :  and  here  we  were  told,,  thatnanv  Ii».' 
dian  runner  had 'been  at  that  place  at  day  .or 
two  before  us,  and  brought  news  of  the  In¬ 
dians  taking  an  Engliffl  fort  weftward,.  and 
deftroying  the  people,  and  that  they  were 
endeavouring  to  take  another ;  and-.alfo,  that 
another  Indian  runner  came  there  about  the 
middle  of  the  night  before  we  got  there,” 
who  came  from  a  town  about  ten  .miles, 
above  Wehaloobng,  and  brought  news,  that, 
fome  ■  Indian  warriors,  from  diftant  parts, 
came  to  that  town  with  two  Englifh  fcalps ; 
and  told  the  people,  that  it  was  war  with* 
the  Englith. 

Our  guides  took  us  to  the  houfe  of  a  very' 
ancient  man;  and,  foon  after  we  had  put  in 
our  baggage,  there  came*  a  man  from  ano¬ 
ther  ’Indian  houfc  fome  diftance  off;  and  I, 
perceiving  there  was  a  man  near  the  door, 
went  out  j  and,  having  a  tomahawk 

'wrapped 
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wrapped  under  his  matchcoat  out  of  fipht 
as  I  approached  him,  he  took  it  in  his  hand  | 
J,  however,  went  forward,  and,  fpeaking  to 
him^  in  a  friendly  way,  perceived  he  under- 
ftood-  feme  Englifh :  my  companion  then 
coming  out,  we  had  fbme  talk  with  him 
concerning  the  nature  of  our  vifit  in  thefe 
parts  j  and  then  he  going  into  the  houfe 
with  us,  and  talking  with  our  guides,  foon 
appeared  friendly,  and  fat  down  and  fmo- 
fced  his  pipe.  Though  his  taking  hiS  hatchet 
in  his  hand,  at  the  inftant  I  drew  near  to  .him, 
had  a  difagreeable  appearance,  I  believe  he  had 
no  other  intent  than  to  be  in  readinefs  in  cafe 
any  violence  was  offered  to  him. 

^  Hearing  the  news  brought  by  thefe  In¬ 
dian  runners,  and  being  told  by  the  Indians 
where  we  lodged,  that  what  Indians-  were 
about  Wioming  expedted,  in  a  few  days,  to 
move  to  fome  larger  towns,  1  thought  that, 
to  all  outward  appearance,  it  was  dangerous 
■  travelling^  at  this  time ;  and  was,  after  a 
hard  day’s  journey,  brought  into  a  painful 
exercife  at  night,  in  which  I  had  to  trace 
back,  and  view  over,  the  fteps  I  had  taken 
from  my  firft  moving  in  the  vifit ;  and  though 
I  had  to  bewail  fome  weakneis  which,  at 
times,  had  attended  me,  yet  I  could  not 
find  that  I  had  ever  given  way  to  a  wil¬ 
ful  difobedience :  and  then,  as  I  believed  I 
had,  under  a  fenfe  of  duty,  come  thus  far, 

I  was  now  earned:  in  ipirit,  befeeching  the 
Lord  to  ftiew  me  what  I  ought  to  do.  In 
this  great  diftrefs  I  grew  jealous  of  myfelf, 

left 
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left  the  defire  of  reputation,  as  a  man 
firmly  fettled  to  perfevere  through  dan¬ 
gers,  or  the  fear  of  difgrace  arifing  on 
my  returning  without  performing  the  vi- 
fit,  might  have  fome  place  in  me :  thus  I 
lay,  full  of  thoughts,  great  part  of  the  night, 
while  my  beloved  companion  lay  and  flept 
by  me  j  till  the  Lord,  my  gracious  Father, 
who  faw'  the  conflidts  of  my  foul,  yvas 
pleafed  to  give  quietnefs:  then  I  was  again 
ftrengthened  to  commit  m'y  life,  and  all 
things  relating  thereto,  into  his  heavenly 
hands}  and,  getting  a  little  fleep  toward  day, 
when  morning  came  we  arofe. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  fixth  month, 
we  fought  out  and  vifited  all  the  Indiana 
hereabout  that  we  could  meet  with ;  they 
being  chiefly  in  one  place,  about  a  mile  frorn 
where  we  lodged,  in  all  perhaps  twenty. 
Here  1  exprefled  the  care  I  had  on  my  mind 
for  their  good }  and  told  them,  that  true 
love  had  made  me  willing  thus  to  leave  my 
family  to  come  and  fee  the  Indians,  and 
Jfpeak  with  them  in  their  houfes.  Some 
of  them  appeared  kind  and  friendly.  So  we 
took  our  leave  of  thefe  Indians :  and  went 
up  the  river  Sufquehannah,  about  three 
miles,  to  the  houfe  of  an  Indian,  called  Ja¬ 
cob  January,  who  had  killed  his  hog}  and 
the  women  were  making  ftore  of  bread,  and 
preparing  to  move  up  the  river.  Here  pur 
pilots  left  their  canoe  when  they  came  down 
in  the  fpring,  which,  lying  dry,  was  leaky } 
(0  that  we,  being  detained  fome  hours,  had 
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a  good  deal  of  friendly  converfatibn  with 
the  iamily  5  and,  eating  dinner  with  them, 
we  made  them  fome  fmall  prefents.  Then! 
putting  our  baggage  in  the  canoe,  fome  of 
them  puflied  flowly  up  the  ftream,  and  the 
reft  of  us  rode  our  horfes ;  and  fwimming 
them  over  a  creek,  called  Lahawahamunk 
we  pitched  our  tent  a  little  above  it,  there  being 
a  fhower  in  the_  evening  :  and,  in  a  fenfe  of 
God’s  goodnefs  in  helping  me  in  mv  diftreft 
fuilaimng  me  under^rkU,  and  kdinS 
my  heart  to  trufl  in  him,  I  lay  down  in  an 
humble  bowed  frame  of  mind,  and  had  a  com¬ 
fortable  night’s  lodging. 

'  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  fixth  month, 
we  proceeded  forward  till  the  afternoon- 
when,  a  ftorm  appearing,  we  met  our  canoe 
at  an  appointed  place;  and,  the  rain  conti- 
nuing,'  we  Rayed  all  night,  which  was  fo 
heavy,  that  it  beat  through  our  tent,  and  wet 
us  and  our  baggage. 

On  the  fixteenth  day,  we  found,  on  our 
way,  abundance  of  trees  blown  down  with 
the  ftorm  the  day  before  ;  and  had  occafion  re¬ 
verently  to  confider  the  kind  dealings  of  the 
Lord,  who  provided  a  fafe  place  for  us  in  a 
valley,  while  this  ftorm  continued.  By  the 
falling  of  abundance  of  trees  acrofs  our  path, 
we  were  much  hindered,  and  in  fome  fwamps 
our  way  was  fo  flopped,  that  we  got  through 
with  extreme  difficulty. 

'  I  had  this  day  often  to  confider  myfelf  as  a 
fojourner  in  this  world  ;  and  a  beliefin  the  all- 
lufficiency  of  God  to  fupport  his  people  in 

their 
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their  pilgrimage  felt  comfortable  to  me  ;  and  I 
was  induftrioufly  employed  to  get  to  a  Hate  of 
perfedt  refignation. 

We  feldom  faw  our  canoe  but  at  appoint¬ 
ed  places,  by  reafon  of  the  path  going  off 
from  the  river  :  and,  this  afternoon.  Job  Chi- 
la  way,  an  Indian  from  Wehaloofing,  who 
talks  good  Englifh,  and  is  acquainted  with 
feveral  people  in  and  about  Philadelphia,  met 
our  people  on  the  river ;  and,  underftandihg 
where  we  expedted  to  lodge,  pufhed  back 
about  fix  miles,  and  came  to  us  after  night  i 
and  in  a  while  our  own  canoe  came,  it  bc'^ 
ing  hard  work  pulhing  up  ftream.  Joh  toM 
us,  that  an  Indian  came  in  hafte  to  their 
town  yefterday,  and  told  them,  that  three 
warriors,  coming  from  fome  diftance,  dodg^* 
ed  in  a  town  above  Wehaloofing  a  few  nights 
part ;  and  that  thefe  three  men  were  going 
againft  the  Englilh  at  Juniata.  Job  was 
going  down  the  river  to  the  provincC-ftore 
at  Shamokin.  Though  I  was  fo  far  favour¬ 
ed  with  health  as  to  continue  travelling,  yet, 
through  the  various  difficulties  ifi  our  jour¬ 
ney,  and  the  different  way  of  living  frorri 
what  I  had  been  ufed  to,  I  grew  fick  ;  and 
the  news  of  thefe  warriors  being  on  their 
march  fo  near  us,  and  not  knowing  whe¬ 
ther  we  might  not  fall  in  with  them,  was  -a 
freffi  trial  of  my  faith }  and  though,  through 
the  ftrcngth  of  divine  love,  I  had  feveral  times 
been  enabled  to  commit  myfelf  to  the  divine 
difpofal,  I  ftill  found  the  want  of  my  ffrength 
to  be  renewed,  that  I  might  perfevere  therein ; 

and 
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and  my  .cries  for  help  were  put  up  to  the  Lord, 
who,  in  great  mercy,  gave  me  a  rtfigned 
heart,  in  which  I  found  quietnefs. 

On  the  feventeenh  day,  parting  from  Job 
Chilaway,  we  went  on,  and  reached  Weha- 
loofing  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon ; 
and  the  firft  Indian  that  we  faw  was  a  wo¬ 
man  of  a  modeft  countenance,  with  a  bible, 
who  firft  fpake  to  our  guide ;  and  then,  with 
a  harmonious  voice,  exprefted  her  gladnefs 
at  feeing  us,  having  before  heard  of  our 
conning:  then,  by  the  diredion  of  our  guide, 
we  fat  down  on  a  log  j  and  he  went  to  the 
town,  to  tell  the  people  we  were  come.  My 
companion  and  1  fitting  thus  together,  in  a 
deep  inward  ftillnels,  the  poor  woman  came 
and  fat  near  us  j  and,  great  awfulnefs  coming 
over  us,  we  rejoiced  in  a  fenfe  of  God’s  love 
manifefted  to  our  poor  fouls.  After  a  while, 
we  heard  a  conkfhell  blow  feveral  times,  and 
then  came  John  Curtis,  and  another  Indian 
man,  who  kindly  invited  us  into  a  houfe  near 
the  town,  where  we  found,  I  fuppofe,  about 
fixty  people  fitting  infilencej  and,  after  fitting 
a  fhort  time,  I  flood  up,  and  in  fome.  tender- 
nefs  of  fpirit  acquainted  them  with  the  nature 
of  my  vifit,  and  that  a  concern  for  their  good 
had  made  me  willing  to  come  thus  far  to  fee 
them }  all  in  a  few  fhort  fentences,  which 
fome  of  them  underftanding  interpreted  to  the 
others,  and  there  appeared  gladnefs  aniongft 
them.  Then  I  fhewed  them  my  certificate, 
which  was  explained  to  them  j  and  the  Mo¬ 
ravian, 
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rayian,  who  overtook  us  on  the  way,  being 
tiow  here,  bade  me  welcome.^  . 

On  the  eighteenth  day,  we  refted  ourfelve^ 
th  is  forenoon  ;  and  the  Indians,  knowing  that 
the  Moravian  and  I  were  of  different,  reli* 
gious  focieties,  and  as  fome  of  their  people 
had  encouraged  him  to  come  and  ffay  a 
while  with  them,  were,  I  believe,  concerned, 
that  no  jarring  or  difeord  might  be  in  their 
meetings:  and  they,  I  fuppofe,  having  con¬ 
ferred  together,  .acquainted  me,  that  the 
people,  at  my  requeff,  would,  at  any  time, 
come  together,  and  hold  meetings^  and  al-^ 
fo  told  me,  that  they  expefled  the  Moravian 
would  fpeak  in  their  fettled  meetings,  which 
are  commonly  held  morning  and  near  even¬ 
ing.  So  I  found  liberty  in  my  heart  to  fpeak 
to  the  Moravian,  and  told  him  of  the  care 
1  felt  on  my  mind  for  the  good  of  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  j  and  that  I  believed  no  ill  eifedfs  would 
foil  ow  it,  if  I  fometimes  fpake  in  their  meet¬ 
ings  when  love  engaged  me  thereto,  with¬ 
out  calling  th  em  together  at  times  when  they 
did  not  meet  of  courfe  :  whereupon  he  ex- 
preffed  his  good-wull  toward  my  fpeaking, 
at  any  time,  all  that  I  found  in  my  heart 
to  fay :  fo,  near  evening,  I  was  at  their  meet¬ 
ing,  where  the  pure  gofpel-love  was  felt,  to 
tlie  tendering  fome  of  our  hearts  ;  and  the 
interpreters,  endeavouring  to  acquaint  the  . 
people  with  what  I  faid  in  (hort  fentences, 
found  forhe  difficulty,  as  none  of  them  were 
quite  perfed  in  the  Englifh  and  Delaware 
tongues,  fo  they  helped  one  another,  and  we 
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laboured  along,  divine  love  attending  :  and 
afterwards,  feeling  my  mind  covered  with 
the  fpirit  of  prayer,  I  told  the  interpreters 
that  I  found  it  in  my  heart  to  pray  to  God, 
and  believed,  if  I  prayed  aright,  he  would 
hear  me,  and  exprelTed  my  willingnefs  for 
them  to  omit  interpreting  ;  fo  our  meeting 
ended  with  a  degree  of  divine  love :  and, 
before  the  people  went  out,  I  obferved  Pa- 
punehang  (the  man  who  had  been  zealous 
in  labouring  for  a  reformation  in  that  town, 
being  then  very  tender)  fpoke  to  one  of  the 
interpreters  :  and  I  was  afterwards  told  that 
he  faid  in  fubftance  as  follows ;  “  I  love  to 
“  feel  where  words  come  from,” 

On  the  nineteenth  day,  and  firft  of  the 
v/eek,  this  morning,  in  the  meeting,  the  In¬ 
dian,  who  came  with  the  Moravian,  being  al- 
fo  a  member  of  that  fociety,  prayed ;  and 
then  the  Moravian  fpake  a  Ihort  time  to  the 
people  :  and,  in  the  afternoon,  they  coming 
together,  and  my  heart  being  filled  with  a 
heavenly  care  for  their  good,  I  fpake  to  them 
awhile  by  interpreters  ;  but  none  of  them 
being  perfedt  in  the  work,  and  I,  feeling. the 
current  of  love  run  ftrong,  told  the  inter¬ 
preters,  that  I  believed  fome  of  the  people 
would  underftand  me,  and  fo  I  proceeded  : 
in  which  exercife,  I  believe  the  Holy  Ghoft 
wrought  on  fome  hearts  to  edification,  where 
all  the  words  were  not  underftood.  I  look¬ 
ed  upon  it  as  a  time  of  divine  favour,  and  my- 
heart  was  tendered  and  truly  thankful  before 
the  Lord  ;  and,  after  I  fat  down,  one  of  the 
"  •  interpreters' 
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interpreters  feemed  fpirited  to.give  the  Indians 
the  fubdance  of  what  I  had  faid. 

Before  our  firft  meeting,  (this  morning,  I 
was  led  to  meditate  on  the  manifold  difia- 
cukies  of  thefe  Indians,  who,  by  th.e .  per- 
miffion  of  the  fix  nations,  dwell  in  thefe 
parts  j  and  a  near  fympathy  with  them  was 
raifed  in  me ;  and,  my  heart  being  enlarged  in 
the  love  of  Chrifi:,  I  thought  that  the  afFeiti- 
onate  care  of  a  good  man  for  his  only  brother 
in  afHidion  .does  not  exceed  what  I  then  felt 

J  4  ■  »  4 

for  that  people. 

I  came  to  this  , place  through  much  trou¬ 
ble  ;  and  though,  through  the  mercies  of 
God,  I  believed,  that  if  I  died  in  the  jour¬ 
ney,  it  would  be  well  with  me ;  yet  th.e 
-thoughts^of  falling  into  the  hands  of  Indian 
warriors  were,  in  times  of  weaknefs,  afflic- 
ting  to  me  ;  and,  being. of  a  tender  conditu- 
tion  of  .'body,  the  thoughts  of  .captivity 
amongft  them  were,  ,at  times,  grievous ;  as 
fuppofing,  that  they  being  ftrong  and  h,ardy, 
-might  demand  fervice  of  me  beyond  ,what  I 
could  well  bear  ;  but  the. Lord  alone  was  m.v 
keeper;  and  I  believed,  if  I  went  into  capti¬ 
vity,  it  would  be  for  feme  good  end  ;  and 
thus,  from  time  to  time,  my  mind  w'as  cen¬ 
tered  in  refignation,  in  which  I  always  found 
quietnefs.  And  now,  this  day,  though  I  had 
the  fame  dangerous  wildernefs  between  m.e 
and  home,  1  was  inwardly  joyful--,  that  the 
iLord  had  flrengthened  me  to  come  on  this 
-vifit,  and  manifefted  a  fatherly. care  .ov.er, m.e 
•inimy  poor  lowly  condition,  when  in  mine 
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own  eyes  I  appeared  inferior  to  many  a- 
mongft  the  Indians. 

.  When  the  laft  -  mentioned  meeting  was 
ended.  It  being  night  Papunehang  went  to 
bed ;  and,  one  of  the  interpreters  fitting  by 
me,  I  obferved  Papunehang  fpoke  with  aD 
harmonious  voice,  I  fuppofe  a  minute  or 
two  :  and,  afking  the  interpreter,  I  was  told, 
that  **  he  was  exprefling  his  thankfulnefs  to 
God  for  the  favours  he  had  received  that 
day ;  and  prayed  that  he  would  continue  to 
favour  him  \yith  that  fame,  which  he  had 
experienced  in  that  meeting.”  And  though 
l^apunehang  had  before  agreed  to  receive  the 
Moravian,  and  join  with  them,  he  Hill  ap¬ 
peared  kind  and  loving  to  us. 

On  the  twentieth  day,  I  was  at  two  meet¬ 
ings,  and  filent  in  them. 

'  The  twenty-firft  day.  This  morning,  in 
meeting,  my  heart  was  enlarged  in  pure  love 
amonglt  them,  and,  in  ihort  plain  lentences, 
I  expreffed  feveral  things  that  refted  upon  me, 
which  one  of  the^  interpreters  gave  the  peo¬ 
ple  pretty  readily  ;  after  which,  the  meeting 
ended  in  fupplication,  and  I  had  caufe  hum¬ 
bly  to  acknowledge  the  loving*  kindnefs  of 
the  Lord  toward  us;  and  then  I  believed 
that  a  door  remained  open  for  the  faithful 
difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  labour  amongft 
thefe  people.  . 

I  now  feeling  my  mind  at  liberty  to  re¬ 
turn,  took  my  leave  of  them  in  general,  at 
the  conclufion- of  what  1  faid  in  meeting ; 

and  fo  we  prepared  to  go  homeward  :  but 

fome 
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fome  of  their  moft  adlive  men  told  us,  that, 
when  we  were  ready  to  move,  the  people 
would  choofe  to  come  and  fhake  hands  with 
us ;  which  thofe  who  ufually  come  to  meet¬ 
ing  did  :  and,  from  a  fecret  draught  in  my 
mind,  I  went  amongft  fome  who  did  not 
ufe  to  go  to  meeting,  and  took  iny  leave  of 
them  alfo :  And  the  Moravian  and  his  Indian 
interpreter  appeared  refpedtful  to  us  at  part¬ 
ing.  This  town  ftands  on  the  bank  of  Suf- 
quehannah,  and  confifts,  I  believe,  of  about 
forty  houfes,  moftly  compadl  together;  fome 
about  thirty  feet  long,  and  eighteen  wide, 
fome  bigger,  fome  lels  ;  moftly  built  of  fplit 
plank,  one  end  fet  in  the  ground,  and  the 
other  pinned  to  a  plate,  on  which  lay  raf¬ 
ters,  and  covered  with  bark.  I  underftahd 
a  great  flood  lafl:  winter  overflowed  the  chief 
part  of  the  ground  where  the  town  ftands  ; 
and  fome  were  now  about  moving  their  houfes 
to  higher  ground. 

We  expeded  only  two  Indians  to  be  our 
company  ;  but,  when  we  were  ready  to  go, 
we  found  many  of  them  were  going  to  Beth¬ 
lehem  with  ikins  and  furs,  who  chofe  to 
go  in  company  with  us  :  fo  they  loaded  two 
canoes,  which  they  defired  us  to  go  in,  tel¬ 
ling  us,  that  the  waters  were  fo  raifed  with 
the  rains,  that  the  horfes  ihould  be  taken  by 
fuch  as.  were  better  acquainted  with  the 
fording  places :  fo  we,,  with  feveral  Indians, 
went  in  the  canoes,  and  others  went  on 
horfes,  there  being  feven  befides  ours.  And 
we  meeting  with  the  horfemen  once  on  the 
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Way  by  appointment,  and  that  near  night, 
a  little  below  a  branch  called  Tankhannah, 
we  lodged  there  j  and  fome  of  the  young 
men,  going  out  a  little  before  dufk  with  their 
guns,  brought  in  a  deer. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  day,  through  dili¬ 
gence,  we  reached  Wioming  befote  night, 
and  underftood  the  Indians  were  molVly  gone 
from  this  place  :  here  we  went  up  a  fmall 
creek  into  the  woods  with  our  canoes,  and, 
pitching  our  tent,  carried  out  our  baggage  j 
and  before  dark  our  horfes  came  to  us. 

On  the  twenty-third  day  in  the  morning 
th  eir  horfes  were  loaded,  and  we  prepared 
our  baggage  and  fo  fet  forward,  being  in  all 
fourteen  and,  with  diligent  travelling,  were 
favoured  to  get  near  half  way  to  Fort-Alien. 
The  land  on  this  road  from  Wioming  to  our 
frontier  being  moftly  ppor,  and  good  grals 
fcarce,  they  chofe  a  piece  of  low  ground  to 
lodge  on,  as  the  belt  for  grazing  3  and  li 
having  fweated  much  in-  travelling,  and  be¬ 
ing  weary,  flept  found  j  I  perceived  in  the 
night  that  I  had  taken  cold,  of  which  I  was 
favoured  to  get  better  foon. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  day  we  palTed  Fort- 
Alien,  and  lodged  near  it  in  the  woods. 

Flaving  forded  the  welterly  branch  of  De¬ 
laware  three  times,  we  thereby  had  a  Ihorter 
way,  and  milTed  going  over  the  top  of  the 
Blue  Mountains,  called  the  fecond  ridge.  In 
the  fecond  time  fording,  w^here  the  river  cuts 
through  the  mountain,  the  waters  being  rapid 
and  pretty  deep,  and  my  companion’s  mare 
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being  a  tall,  tradlable,  animal,  he  fundry 
times  drove  her  back  through  the  river,  and 
they  loaded  her  with  the  burthens  of  fome 
fmall  horles,  which  they  thought  not  fuffici- 
ent  to  come  through  with  their  loads. 

The  troubles  weftward,  and  the  difficulty 
for  Indians  to  pafs  through  our  frontier,'  I  ap¬ 
prehend,  was  one  reafon  why  fo  many  came ; 
as  expeding  that  our  being  in  company 
would  prevent  the  outhde  inhabitants' from 


being  furprifed. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  day  we  reached  Beth¬ 
lehem,  taking  care  on  the  way  to  keep  fore- 
moft,  and  to  acquaint  people  on  and  near 
the  road  who  thefe  Indians  were  ;  this  we 
found  very  needful ;  for  the  frontier  inhabir 
rants  were  often  alarmed  at  the  report  of  Eng- 
lifh  being  killed  by  Indians  weftward. 

Amongft  our  company  were  fome  whom  I 
did  not  reniember  to  have  feen  at  meeting, 
*nd  fome  of  thefe,  at  firft,  were  very  referved; 
but,  we  being  feveral  days  together,  and  ber 
having  friendly  toward  them,  and  making 
them  fuitable  returns  for  the  fervices  they  did 
us,  they  became  more  free  and  focial. 

'  On  the  twenty-fixth  day  and  firft  of  the 
week,  having  carefully  endeavoured  to  fettle 
all  affairs  with  the  Indians  relative  to  cur 
journey,  we  took  leave  of  them,  and  I 
thought  they  generally  parted  with  u?  afi- 
fedtionately  j  fo  we,  getting  to  Richland,  had 
a  very  comfortable  meeting  amongft  our 
friends:  here  I  parted  with  my  kind  friend 
and  companion,  Benjamin  Parvin ;  and,  ‘ac- 
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companied  by  my  friend,  Samuel  Foulk,  we 
rode  to  John  Cadwallader’s,  from  whence  I 
reached  home  the  next  day,  where  1  found 
my  family  middling  well  ;  and  they,  and  my 
friends,  all  along  appeared  glad  to  fee  me  re¬ 
turn  from  a  journey  which  they  apprehended 
dangerous:  but  my  mind,  while  1  was  out, 
had  been  fb  employed  in  driving  for  a  per- 
feil  refignation,  and  I  had  fo  often  been  con¬ 
firmed  in  a  belief,  that  whatever  the  Lord 
might  be  plealed  to  allot  for  me,  would 
work  for  good,  I  was  careful  left  'I  fhould 
admit  any  degree  of  felnfhnefs  in  being  glad 
Overmuch,  and  laboured  to  improve  by  thofe 
trials  in  fuch  a  manner  as  my  gracious  Fa¬ 
ther  and  Protedor  intends  for  me.  Between 
the  Englifh  inhabitants  and  Wehaloofing 
we  had  only  a  narrow  path,  which  in  many 
places  is  much  grown  up  with  bulhes,  and 
interrupted  by  abundance  of  trees  lying 
acrofs  it ;  thefe,  together  with  the  moun¬ 
tains,  fwamps,  and  rough  hones,  make  it  a 
difficult  road  to  travel ;  and  the  more  fo,  for 
that  rattlelnakcs  abound  there,'  of  which  we 
killed  four  :  People,  who  have  never  been 
in  fuch  places,  have  but  an  imperfedl  idea 
of  th  em ;  but  I  was  not  only  taught  pa¬ 
tience,  but  alfo  made  thankful  to  God,  who 
thus  led  me  about  and  inftruded  me,  that  1 
might  have  a  quick  and  lively  feeling  of 
the  afflidions  of  my  fellow-creatures,  whole 
fituation  in  life  is  difficult. 
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Mis  religious  conveys  fat  ton  with  a  company  met 
to  fee  the  tricks  of  a  juggler — His  account 
of  John  Smith's  advice^  and  of  the  pro^ 
cee dings  of  a  committee^  at  the  yearly^'meet- 
ing  in  1764 — Contemplations  on  the  nature 
of  true  wifdom^  occajioned  by  hearing  of  the 
cruelty  of  the  Indians  to  their  captives — 
His  VI jit  ing  the  jdmilies  of friends  at  ^  Mount- 
Holly y  Mansfieldy  and  Burlingtony  tn  1 764, 
and  the  meetings  on  the  fea-coafyfrom  Cape- 
Mayy  toward  SquaUy  tn  ijt ^^His  vi/it  to 
the  lower  counties  07i  DelawarCy  andy  the 
eajlern  fhore  of  Maryland,  in  1766,  in 
company  with  fohn  Sleeper -y  ^with  jome_  ac¬ 
count  of  'jofeph  Nichols  and  his  followers 'y 
and  ohfervattons  on  the  different  fiate  of  the 
frjl  fettlers  in  Pennfylvania  who  depended 
on  their  own  labour y  and  thofe  of  t h'e  f ou-- 
them  provinces  who  kept  negroes--- His  vi- 
jiting  the  northern  parts  of  New-Jerfey 
the  fame  yeary  and  the  wefern  'parts  of 
Maryland  and  P ennjylvania  in  1767/  and 
afterwards  other  parts  of  Pennfylvaniay 
and  the  families  of  friends  at  Mount- Holly 
a^  d  againy  feveral  parts.,  of  Maryland  in 
Fart  her  coif  derations  on  keeping 
Jlaves ;  and  his  concern  for  having  former- 
lyy  as  an  executory  been  party  to  the  file 
of  one  y  and  what  be  did  in  coifequence  of 


15,4  'The  LIFE  an©  TRAVELS 

it bought  s  on  Jr  lends  exercijng  ojices 
in  civil  government .  . 

The  latter  part' of  the  fummer,  1763, 
there  came  a  man  to  Mount-Holly, 
who.  had  before  publilhed,  by  a  printed  a'd- 
vertifement,  that,  at  a  certain  publiq-houfe, 
h.q  .would  fliew  many  wonderful  operations, 
which  he  therein  enumerated. 

This  .man,  at  the’  time  appointed,  did,  by 
flight  of  hand,  fundry  things ;  which,  to 
thofe  gathered,  appeared  ftrange. 

.  The  next  day,  I,  hearing  of  it,  and  under- 
flanding  that  the  fliew  was  to  be  continued 
the  next  night,  and  the  people  to  meet  about 
fun-fet,  felt  an  exercife  on  that  account :  fo 
I  went  to  the  public-houfe  in  the  evening 
and  told  the  man  of  the  houfe  that  I  had  an 
inclination  to  fpend  a  part  of  the  evening 
there ;  with  Vvhich  he  fignified  that  he  was 
content.  Then,  fitting  down  by  the  door,  I 
fpake  to  the  people,  as  they  came  together, 
concerning  this  fhew  ;  and,  more  coming  and 
fitting  down  with  us,  the  feats  of  the  door 
.were  moftly  filled  and  I  had  converfation 
with  them  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  la¬ 
boured  to  convince  them  that,  thus  affembling 
to  fee  thofe  tricks  or  flights  of  hand,  and 
beftowing  their  money  to  fupport  men,  who, 
in  that  capacity,  were  of  no  ufe  in  the  world, 
was  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  Chriftian 
religion. 

There  was  one  of  the  company  who,  for  a 
time,  endeavoured,  by  arguments,  to  Ihew 

the 
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the  reafonablenefs  of  their  proceedings  here¬ 
in  ;  but,  after  confidering  fome  texts  of  fcrip- 
ture,  and  calmly  debating  the  matter,  he 
gave  up  the  point.  So,  having  fpent  about  an 
hour  an>ongft  them,  and  feeling  my  mind 
eafy,  I  departed. 

At  our  yearly- meeting  at  Philadelphia,  on 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  ninth  month* 
1764,.  John  Smith,  of  ^Marlborough,  aged 
upwards  of  eighty  years,  a  .faithful  minifier* 
though  not  eloquent,  flood  up  in  our  meeting 
of  miniflers  and  elders,  and,  appearing  to 
be  under  a  great  exercife  of  fpirit,  informed 
friends  in .  fubflance  as  follows :  to  wit, 
“  That  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  fociety 
upward  of  fixty  years,  and  well  remembered, 
that  in  thole  early  times  friends  were  a  plain 
lowly-minded  people;  and  that  there  was 
much  tendernefs  and  contrition  in  their 
meetings.-— That,  at  twenty  years  from  that 
time,  the  fociety,  increafing  in  wealth,  and  in 
fome  degree  conforming  to  the  falhions  of  the 
world,  true  humility  was  lefs  apparent,  and 
their  meetings,  in  general,  not  fo  lively  and 
edifying— That,  at  the  end  of  forty  years, 
many  of  them  were  grown  very  rich;  that 
wearing  of  fine  coftly  garments,  and  ufing  of 
filver  (and  other)  watches,  became  cuftomary 
with  them,  their  fons,  and  rheir  daughters, 
and  many  of  the  fociety  made  a  fpacious  apt- 
pearance  in  the  world  ;  which  marks  of  out!- 
ward  wealth  and  greatnefs  appeared  on  fome 
in  our  meetings  of  miniflers  and  elders  ;  and 
as  thefe  things  -  became  c  more  prevalent,  fb 
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the  powerful  overfhadowings  of  the  Holy 

Cihoft  were  lefs  manifeft  in  the  fociety _ 

That  there  had  been  a  continued  increaie  of 
thefe  ways  of  life  even  until  now ;  and  that 
the  weaknefs  which  hath  now  overfpread 
the  fociety,  and  the  barrennefs  manifeft 
amongft  us,  are  matter  of  much  forrow.” 
He  then  mentioned  the  uncertainty  of  his 
attending  thefe  meetings  in  future,  expec¬ 
ting  his  dilTolution  was  now  near  ;.yand,  ha¬ 
iring  Aenderly  exprefled  hrs  concern  for  us, 
lignified  that  he  had  feen  in  the  true  light 
that  the  Lord  would  bring  back  his  people 
from  thefe  things  into  which  they  were  thus 
degenerated,  but  that  his  faithful  fervants 

muft  ftrft  go  through  great  and  heavy  exer- 
cifes  therein. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day,  the  comrnittee, 
appointed  by  the  yearly- meeting  to  vifit 
the  quarterly  and  monthly  meetings,  ,now 
gave  an  account  in  writing  of  their  proceed¬ 
ings  in  that  fervice  i  in  which  they  figni- 
fied,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  it,  they  had  been 
apprehenlive  that  fome  perfons  holding  of- 
iices  in  government,  inconfiftent  with  our 
principles,  and  others,  who,  kept  Haves,  re¬ 
maining  adive  members  in  our  meetings  of 
difcipline,  had  been  one  lueans  of  weaknefs 
more  and  more  prevailing  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  thereof  in  fome  places.  After  this  re¬ 
port  was  read,  an  exercife  revived  on  my 
mind,  which,  at  times,  had  attended  me  fe- 
veral  years,  and  inward  .cries  to  the  Lord 
were  raifed  in  me,  that  the  fear  of  man 

might 
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might  not  prevent  me  from  doing  what  he 
required  of  me  ;  and,  ftanding  up,  I  fpake 
in  fubftance  as  follows  :  “  I  have  felt  a  ten- 
dernefs  in  my  mind,  toward  perfons,  in  two 
circumftanccs  mentioneo  in  that  report , 
that  is,  toward  fuch  active  members  as 
keep  flaves,  and  fuch  as  hold  offices  in 
civil  government;  and  have  defired,  that 
friends,  in  all  their  conduft, '  may  be  kind¬ 
ly  affedtioned,  one  toward  another.  Many 
friends,  who  keep  Haves,  are  under  fome 
exercife  on  that  account ;  and,  at  times, 
think  about  trying  them  with  freedom  ;  *but 
find  many  things  in  their  way:  and  the 
way  of  living,  and  annual  expences  of  fome 
of  them,  are'  fuch,  that  it  feems  impradica- 
ble  for  them  to  fet  their  Haves  free,  without 
changing  their  own  »way  of  life.  It  has  been 
my  lot  to  be  often  abroad ;  and  I  have  ob— 
ferved  in  fom^  places,  at  quarterly  and  year¬ 
ly  meetings,  and  at  fome  houfes  where  tra¬ 
velling  friends  and  their  horfes  are  often 
entertained,  that  the  yearly  expence  of  in¬ 
dividuals  therein  is  very  confiderable  :  and 
friends,  in  fome  places,  crouding' much  on 
perfons  in  thefe  circumftances  for  entertain¬ 
ment,  hath  often  refted  as  a  burthen  on  my 
mind  for  fome  years  paft;  and  I  now  ex- 
prefs  it  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  greatly  de- 
liring  that  friends  now  prefent  may  duly 
confider  it.” 

.  In  the  fall  of  this  year,  having  hired  a 
man  to  work,  I  perceived,  in  converfation, 
that  he  had  been  a  foldier  in  the  late  war  on 

this 
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this  continent ;  and,  in  the  evening,  gliding 

narrative  of  his  captivity  amongfi;  the  In¬ 
dians,  he  informed  nie  that  he  faw  two  of  his 
fellow  captives  tortured  to  death  in  a  very  cru¬ 
el  manner. 

This  relation  affefted  me  with  fadnefs, 
under  which  I  went  to  bed  ;  and,  the  next 
inorning,  foon  after  1  awoke,  a  frefli  and 
living  fenfe  of  divine  love  was  fpread  over 
tny  mind  ;  in  which  I  had  a  renewed  prof- 
ReCl  of  the  nature  of  that  wifdom  from 
above,  which  leads  to  a  right  ufe  of  aR  gifts, 
both  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  gives  content 
therein  :  under  a  feeling  thereof,  I  wrote  as 
follows  : 

**  Hath  he,  who  gave  me  a  being  attend¬ 
ed  with  many  wants  unknown  to  brute- 
creatures,  given  me  a  capacity  fuperior  to 
theirs;  and  fhewn  me,  that  a  moderate  ap¬ 
plication  to  bufinefs  is  proper  to  my  prefent 
condition;  and  that  this,  attended  with  his 
bleffing,  may  fupply  all  outward  wants, 
while  they  remain  within  the  bounds  he  hath 
fixed ;  and  no  imaginary  wants,  proceeding 
from  an  evil  fpirit,  -have  any  place  in  me  ? 
Attend  then,  O  'my  foul !  to  this  pure  wif¬ 
dom,  as  thy  fare  condudtor  through  the  ma¬ 
nifold  dangers  in  this  world  ! 

Doth  pride  lead  to  -vanity  ?  "  Doth  vani¬ 
ty  form  imaginary  Wants  ?  Do  thele  wants 
prompt  men  to  exert  their  power  in  requi- 
-ring  that  of  others,  which  they  themfelves 
would  rather  be  excufed  from,  were  the  fame 
required  of  them  ? 
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Do  thefe  proceedings  beget  hard  thoughts  ? 
Do  hard  thoughts,  when  ripe,  become  tiia- 
lice?  Does  malice,  when  ripe,  become  re¬ 
vengeful  j  and,  in  the  end,  inflift  terrible 
pains  on  their  fellow-creature,  and  fptead 

d'efolation  in  the  world  ? 

Doth  mankind,  walking  in  uprightn'efs, 
delight  in  each  others  happinefs  ?  And  do 
thele  creatures,  capable  of  this  attainment, 
by  giving  way  to  an  evil  fpirit,'  employ  their 
wit  and  ftrength  to  affliia  and  deft  toy  ob'e 
another  ? 

Remember  'then,  O  my  foul !  ,the  quietude 
of  thofe  in  whom  Chrift  governs,  and  in  all 
thy  proceedings  feel  after  it ! 

Doth  he  cond'efcend  to  blefs  thee  'h'ith  ^ 
his  prefence  ?  To  move  and  influence  to 
adlion  ?  To  dwell  in  thee,  and  walk  in  thee? 
Remember  then  thy  ftation,  as  a  being  fa- 
cred  to  God  ;  accept  of  the  ftrength  freely 
offered  thee ;  and  take  heed  that  no  weak- 
nefs,  in  conforming  to  expenfive,  unwife, 
and 'hard-hearted,  cuftdms,  gendering  to  dif- 
'cord  and  ftrife,  be  given  way  to.  Doth  h‘e 
‘claim  my  body  as  his  temple,  and  gracl- 
Oufly  grant  that  I  may  be  facred  to  him  ? 
"Oh!  that  I  may  priz^ethis  favour  ;  and  that 
my  whole  life  may  be  conformable  to  'this 
chara’dter’l 

Remember,  O  my  foul  !  that  the  prince 
of  peace  is  thy  Lord  :  that  he  commuhicares 
his  unfnixcd  wifdom  to  his  family ;  that 
they,  living  in  peffedt  fimplicity,  may  git'e 

no 
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no  juft  caufe  of  offence  to  any  creature,  but 

may  walk  as  Jie,  walked  !’!  ' 

Having  felti  an  opennefs  in  my  heart  to¬ 
ward;  vjfiting-families  in  our  own  meeting, 
and  erpecia^Hy  in  the  town  of  Mount-Holly^ 
the,  place  pf  my  abode,  I  mentioned  it  in 
our  monthly-meeting  the  fore-part  of  the 
winter,  1764  ;  which  being  agreed  to,  and 
feveral  friends  of  our  meeting  being  united 
in  the  exercife,  we  proceeded  therein ;  and, 
through  divine  favour,  were  helped  in  the 
work,  fo  that  it  appeared  to  me  as  a  frelli 
reviving  of  godly  care  amongft  friends  :  and, 
the  latter  part  of  the  fame  winter,  I  joined 
my  friend,  William  Jones,  in  a  vifit  to  friends 
families  in  Mansfield  j  in  which  labour  I  had 
caufe  to  admire  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord 
toward  us. 

Having  felt  my  mind  drawm  toward  a 
vifit  to  friends  along  the  fea-coaft  from  Cape- 
May  to  near  Squan  j  and  alfo  to  vifit  fomc 
people  in  thofe  parts,  amongft  whom  there 
is  no  fettled  worfhip ;  I  joined  with  my  be¬ 
loved  friend,  Benjamin  Jones,  in  a  vifit  there, 
having  friends  unity  therein  :  and,  fetting  off 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  tenth  month, 
we  had  a  profperous  and  very  fatis- 
fadloryjourney  j  feeling,  at  times,  through  the 
goodnefs  of  the  heavenly  Shepherd,  the  gof- 
pel  to  flow  freely  toward  a  poor  people  Mat¬ 
tered  in  thofe  places :  and  foon  after  our  re¬ 
turn,  I  joined  my  friends,  John  Sleeper  and 
Elizabeth  Smith,  in  vifiting  friends  families  _ 

at 
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at  Burlington,  there  being  at  this  time 
about  fifty  families  of  our  fociety  in  that 
city;  and  we  had  caufe  humbly  to  adore 
our  heavenly  Father,  who'  baptized  us  in¬ 
to  a  feeling  of  the  ftatc  of  the  people,  and 
hrengchened  us  to  labour  in  true  gofpel  love 
amongfi;  them. 

An  exercife  having,  at  times,  for  feveral 
years,  attended  me,  in  regard  to  paying  a 
religious  vifit  to.  friends  on  the  eaftern  fihore 
of  Maryland  :  fuch  was  the  nature  of  this 
exercilc,  that  1  believed  the  Lord  moved  me 
to  travel  on  foot  amongft  them,  that,  by  fo 
travelling,  I  might  have  a  more  lively  feeling 
of  the  condition  of  the  oppreifed  flaves,  fet 
an  example  of  lowlinefs  before  the'  eyes  of 
their  mafters,  and  be  more  out  of  the  way  of 
temptation  to  unprofitable  converie. 

The  time  now  drawing  neai*  in  which  I 
believed  it  my  duty  to  lay  my  concern  be¬ 
fore  our  monthly-mecting,  I  perceived,  in 
converfation  with  my  beloved  friend,  John 
Sleeper,  that  be  was  under  a  concern  to  tra¬ 
vel  the  fame  way,  and  alfo  to  travel  on  foot 
in  the  form  of  a  fervant  amohgd  them,  as 
he  expreifed  it.  This  he  told  me  before  he 
knew  aught  of  my  exercife. 

We,  being  thus  drawn  the  fame  way,  laid 
our  cxerciie  and  the  nature  of  it  before 
friends;  and,  obtaining  certificates,  we  fet 
off  the  fixth  day  of  the  fifth  month,  1766; 
and  were  at  meetings  with  friends  at  Wil¬ 
mington,  Duck-Creek,  Little-Creek,  and  Mo- 
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,therkill ;  my  heart  being  fundry  times  ten* 
,dere4  under  the  divine  infl-aence^  aud  enlar¬ 
ged  in  love  toward  the  people  amongft  whorn 
We  travelled . 

From  Motherkill,  we  croffed  the  country 
about  thirty-five  miles  to  friends  at  Tucka- 
hoe  in  Maryland,  and  had  a  meeting  there  and 
at  Marfhy-Creek. 

At  thefe,  our  three  laft  meetings,  were  a 
confiderable  number  of  people,  followers  of 
one  Jol'eph  Nichols,  a  preacher;  who,  I  un- 
derfland,  is  not  in  outward  fellowfhip  with 
any  religious  fociety  of  people,  but  profef- 
feth  nearly  the  fame  principles  as  our  fociety 
doth,  and  often  travels  up  and  down  ap¬ 
pointing  meetings,  to  which  many  people 
come.  I  heard  fomc  friends  fpeaking  of  fome 
of  their  neighbours,  who  had  been  irreligi¬ 
ous  people,  that  were  now  his  followers,  and 
were  become  fober  well-behaved  men  and 
women. 

Some  irregularities,  1  hea^',  have  been 
amongft  the  people  at  feveral  of  his  meet¬ 
ings  ;  but,  from  the  whole  of  what  I  have 
perceived,  I  believe  the  man  and  f  ime  of  his 
followers  are  honeflly  difpofed,  but  that 
Ikilful  fathers  are  wanting  among  them  : 
from  hence  we  went  to  Choptank  and  Third 
Haven;  and  thence  to  Q^ueen  Anne’s.  The 
weather  having  fome  days  paft  been  hot  and 
dry,  and  we,  to  attend  meetings  purfuant  to 
appointment,  having  travelled  pretty  fteadily, 
and  had  hard  labour  in  meetings,  I  grew 

weakly. 
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weakly,  at  which  I  wis,  for  a  time,  difcoa- 
raged  ;  but,  looking  over  bur  journey,  and 
thinking  how  the  Lord  Had  fuppofted  out 
minds  and  bodies,  fo  that  we  got  forward 
much  fafter  than  I  expebted  before  we  came 
out,  I  now  faw  that  I  had  been  in  danget  of 
too  ftrongly  defiring  to  get  foon  through'  the 
journey,  and  that  this  bodily  weaknefs,  now 
attending  me,  was  a  kindnefs  to  ihe ;  and 
then,  in  contrition  of  fpirit,  I  became  very 
thankful  to  my  gracious  Father,  for  this  m'a- 
nifeftation  of  his  love;  and,  in  humble  fub- 
miffion  to  his  will,"  my^trdft  was  renewed  in 
him. 

On  th  is  part  of  our  journey,  I  had  many 
thoughts  on  the  different  circamftances  of 
friends,  who  inhabit  Pennfylvania  and  Jer- 
fey,  from  thofe  who  dwell  in  Maryland,  'Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  Carolina.  Pennfylvania  and  New- 
Jeffey  were  fettled  by  many  friends,  who 
were  convinced  of  our  principles  in  England 
in  tirties  of  fuffering,  and,  coming  over, 
bought  lands  of  the  natives,  and  applied 
thcmfelves  to  hufbandry  in  a  peaceable  way ; 
and  many  of  their  children  were  taught  to  la¬ 
bour  for  their  livino;. 

O 

Few  friends,  I  believe,  came  from  En?- 
land  to  fettle  in  any  of  thefe  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  but,  by  the  faithful  labours  of  tra¬ 
velling  friends  in  early  times,  there  were  con- 
fidcrable  convincements  amongft  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  thefe  parts.  Here  I  reiTsembered  my 
reading  of  the  warlike  difpofition  of  many 
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of  the  firft  fettlers  in  thofe  provinces,  and 
of  their  numerous  engagements  with  the  na¬ 
tives,  in  which  much  blood  was  ihed,  even 
in  the  infancy  of  thofe  colonies.  Thefe  peo¬ 
ple,  inhabiting  thofe  places,  being  grounded 
in  cuftoms  contrary  to  the  pure  truth,  when 
fome  of  them  were  aftedted  with  the  power¬ 
ful  preaching  of  the  word  of  life,  and 
joined  in  fellowlhip  with  our  fociety,  they 
had  a  great  work  to  go  through.  It  is  ob- 
fervable,  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation 
from  Popery,  that  it  had  a  gradual  progrefs 
from  age  to  age  :  the  uprightnefs  of  the 
firft  reformers,  in  attending  to  the  light  and 
underftanding  given  them,  opened  the  way 
for  fincerc-hearted  people  to  proceed  farther 
afterward  ;  and  thus,  each  one  truly  fearing 
God,  and  labouring  in  thofe  works  of  righte- 
oufnefs  appointed  for  him  in  his  day, 
findeth  acceptance  with  him:  though,  through 
the  darknefs  of  the  times,  and  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  manners  and  culloms,  fome  upright 
men  may  have  had  little  more  for  their  day’s 
work  than  to  attend  to  the  righteous  princi¬ 
ple  in  their  minds,  as  it  related  to  their  own 
conduit  in  life,  without  pointing  out  to 
others  the  whole  extent  of  that,  which  the 
fame  principle  would  lead  fucceeding  ages 
into.  Thus,  for  inftance,  amongft  an  impe¬ 
rious  warlike  people,  fupported  by  opprelTed 
flaves,  fome  of  thefe  mafters,  I  fuppofe,  are 
awakened  to  feel  and  fee  their  error ;  and, 
through  fincere’repentance,  ceafe  from  oppref- 
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fion,  and  become  like  fathers  to  their  fef- 
vants;  Ihewing,  by  their  example,  a  pat¬ 
tern  of  humility  in  living,  and  moderation 
in  governing,  for  the  inftru(ftion  and  admo¬ 
nition  of  their  oppreffing  neighbours;  thofe, 
without  carrying  the  reformation  farther, 
I  believe,  have  found  acceptance  with  the 
Lord.  Such  was  the  beginning  ;  and  thofe 
who  fucceeded  them,  and  have  faithfully  at¬ 
tended  to  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  the  re¬ 
formation,  have  feen  the  neceffity  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  forward,  and  not  only  to  inftrudl 
others,  by  their  example,  in  governing  well, 
but  alfo  to  ufe  means  to  prevent  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs  from  having  fo  much  power  to  op- 
prefs  others. 

Here  I  was  renewedly  confirmed  in  my 
mind,  that  the  Lord  (whofe  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  his  works,  and  whofe  ear  is  open 
to  the  cries  and  groans  of  the  oppreffed;  is 
gracioufly  moving  on  the  hearts  of  people, 
to  draw  them  off  from  the  defire  of  wealth, 
and  bring  them  into  fuch  an  humble,  lowly, 
way  of  living,  that  they  may  fee  their  way 
clearly,  to  repair  to  the  ftandard  of  true 
righteoufnefs ;  and  not  only  break  the  yoke 
of  opprefiion,  but  know  him  to  be  their 
ftrength  and  fupport  in  a  time  of  outward 
afflidfion. 

We,  paffing  on,  croffed  Chefler-River  ;  and 
had  a  meeting  there,  and  at  Cecil  and  Saffa- 
fras.  Through  my  bodily  weaknefs,  joined 
with  a  heavy  exercife  of  mind,  it  was  to  me  an 
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humbling  difpenfation.  and  I  had  a  very 
lively  feeling  of  the  Rate  of  the  opprefled ; 
ypt  loften  thought,  that  what  I  fuffered  was 

uf  > .  fufferings  of  the 

Dlellgd  Jefus,  and  many  of  bis  faithful  fol¬ 
lowers  j  and  may  %,  with  thaakfulnefs,  I 
was  made  content. 

From  Saffafras  we  went  pretty  diredly 

we  found  our  families  well; 
and,  for  feyeral  weeks  after  our  return,  J  had 
often  tolpok  over  our  journey:  and  though  to 
nie  it  appeared  as  a  fmall  fervice,  and  that 
lome  faithful  meffengers  will  yet  have  more 
bitter  Cups  to  drink  in  thofe  fouthern  proyin« 
ces,  for  ChritVs  fake,  than  we  h^d  j  yet  I 
found  peace  in  that  I  had  been  helped  to  walk 
ia  fincerity,  according  to  the  underftanding 
and  ftrength  given  me. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  eleventh 
month,  iy66,  with  the  unity  of  friends  at 
our  monthly-meeting,  in  company  with  my 
beloved  friend,  Benjamin  Jones,  I  fet  out  on 
a  vifit  to  friends  in  the  upper  part  of  this, 
province,  having  had  drawings  of  love  in 
my  heart  that  way  a  confiderable  tinie  :  we 
travelled  as  far  as  Hardwick  >  and  I  had  in- 

v.'ard  peace  in  my  labours  of  love  amongft 
them.  ^ 

Through  the  humbling  difpenfations  of  di¬ 
vine  providence,  my  mind  hath  been  brought 
into  a  farther  feeling  of  the  difficulties  of 
friends  and  their  lervants  louth-w’eflward  ^ 
apdj  being  often  engaged  in  Ipirit  on  their 

account, 
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nccoiint,  1  believed  it  my  duty  to  walk  into 
foine  parts  of  the  vveftern  (bore  of  Mary¬ 
land,  on  a  religious  vifit :  and,  having  ob¬ 
tained  a  certificate  from  friends  of  our  month¬ 
ly-meeting,  I  took  my  leave  of  my  fating 
under  the  heart-tendering  operatidii  of  truth  ; 
and,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  fourth 
month,  1767,  I  rode  to  the  ferry  Oppbfite  to 
Philadelphia,  and  from  thence  walked  to 
William  Horne’s,  at  Derby,  that  evening;  and 
next  day  purfued  my  journey  alone,  and 
reached  Concord  wcck.*d3iy  meeting. 

Dilcouragoments  and  a  weight  of  diftrefs 
had,  at  times,  attended  nae  in  this  lonefome , 
Walk.;  through  which  afHidtions,  I  was  mer¬ 
cifully  preferved  :  and  now,  fitting  down  with 
friends,  my  mind  was  turned  toward  the 
Lord,  to  wait  for  his  holy  leadings  ,-  who, 
in  infinite  love,  was  pleafed  to  foften  my 
heart  into  humble  .contrition,  and  did  re- 
newedly  ftrengthen  me  to  go  forward  ;  that 
to  me  it  was  a  time  of  heavenly  refrefliment  in 
a  filent  meeting. 

The  next  day  I  came  to,  New-Garden 
week-day  meeting,  in  which  I  fat  with  bow- 
ednefs  of  fpirit ;  and,  being  baptized  into  a’ 
feeling  of  the  ftate  of  fome  prefent,  the  Lord 
gave  us  a  heart-rendering  feafon  ;  to  his  name 
be  the  praife! 

I  pafTed'on,  and  was  at  Nottingham  month¬ 
ly-meeting  ;  and  at  a  meeting  at  Little-Bri- 
tain  on  firft-day ;  and  in  the  afternoon  fe- 
veral  friends  came  to  the  houfe  where 

M  4  lodged, 
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lodged,  and^,we^  had  a  little  afternoon-meet- 

the  humbling  power  of 
-  the  loving^kindnefs  of 

On  the  "twenty. fmh  day,  I  crolLd  Suf- 
quehannahr  a^d,  coming  amongft  people  in 
outward  eal^.  and  greatnefs,  chie%  on  the 
■labour  qf  .flaves,  my  heart  was  much  alfedl- 
ed  ;  and, awful' retirednefs,  my  mind  was 

gathered  inward  to  the  Lord,  being  humbly 
engaged  that  in  true  refignation  1  mi«ht  re- 
ceive  inRruaion  from  him,  refpedtmg  my 
duty  amongft  this  people.  ^  ^ 

Though  travelling  on  foot  was  wearifome 
to  my  body;  yet  thus  travelling  was  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  Rate  of  my  mind. 

I  went  gently  on,  being  weakly;  and  was 
covered  with  forrow  and  hcavinefs,  on  ac- 
count  of  the  fpreading  prevailing  fpirit  of 
this  world,  introducing  cudoms  grievous  and 
opprelTive  on  one  hand,  and  chefilhing  pride 
and  wantonnefs  on  the  other.  In  this  lonely 
walk,  and  date  of  abafement  and  humilia¬ 
tion,  the  date  of  the  church  in  thefe  parts 
was  opened  before  me  ;  and  I  may  truly  fay 
With  the  prophet,  I  was  bowed  down  at 
the  hearing  6f  it ;  I  was  difmayed  at  the 
feeing  of  it.”  Under  this  exercife,  I  at¬ 
tended  the  quarterly-meeting  at  Gunpow¬ 
der;  and,  in  bowednefs  of  Ipirit,  J  had  to 
open,  with  much  plainnefs,  what  I  felt  re- 
Ipeding  friends  living  in  fullnefs,  on  the  la- 
pours  of  the  poor  opprellecj  negroes ;  and 

that 
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that  promife  of  the  Moft  High  was  now  re¬ 
vived  :  “  I  will  gather  all  nations  and 
“  tongues ;  and  they  lhall  conie  and  fee, my 
“  glory.”  —  Here  the  fufferings  of  Chrift, 
and  his  tafting  death  for  every  man,  and  the 
travels,  fufferings,  and  martyrdoms,  of  ,the 
apoflies  and  primitive  Chriftians,  in  labour¬ 
ing  for  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles,  were 
livingly  revived  in  mej  and,  according  to  the 
meafure  of  ftrength  afforded,  I  laboured  in 
forae  tendernefs  of  fpirit,  being  deeply  af- 
feded-  amongft  them  :  and  thus  the  differ¬ 
ence,  between  the  prefent  treatment-  which 
thefe  Gentiles,  the  negroes^  receive,  at,  our 
hands,  and  the  labours  df  the  primitive 
Chriftians  for  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles, 
was  preffed  home,  and  the  power  of^^^typth 
came  over  us ;  under  a  feeling  of  which,, Ijmy 
mind  was  united  to  a  tender-hearted  pcimle 
in  thofe  parts ;  and  the  meeting  concluded  in 
a  fenfe  of  God’s  goodnefs  toward  his  humble 
dependent  children. 

The  next  day  was  a  general  meeting  for 
worfhip,  much  crouded  j  in  which  I  was 
deeply  engaged  in  inward  cries  to  the  Lord 
for  help,  that  I  might  ftand  wholly  refigned, 
and  move  only  as  he  might' be  pleafed  .to 
lead  me :  and  I  was  mercifully  helped  to  .la¬ 
bour  honeftly  and  fervently  amongft  them, 
in  which  I  found  inward  peace  j  and  the  ftn- 
cere  were  comforted. 

From  hence  I  turned  toward  Pipe-Creek, 
and  paffed  on  to  the  Red-Lands  j  and  had 

feveral 
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feveral  meetings  amongft  friends  in  tbofc 
parts.  My  heart  was .  often  tenderly  aiFedl- 
ed>  under  a  fenfe  of  the  Lord’s  goodnefs,  in 
^(ftifying-  my  troubles  and  exercifes»  turn¬ 
ing  them  to  my  comfort,  and,  I  believe,  to 
the  benefit  of  many  others:  for,  1  may  fay^ 
with  thankftilnefs,  that  in  this  Vifit,  it  ap¬ 
peared  like  a  freih  tendering  vifitation  in  moft 
places  s 

I  pai^  on  to’^the  weftern  quarterly- meet¬ 
ing  in  Fenniylvania ;  during  the  feveral  days 
of  this  meeting,  I  was  mercifully  preferved 
in  an  inward  feeling  after  the  mind  of  truth, 
and  my  public  labours  tended  to  my  humi- 
Itatitmv  with  which  I  was  content :  and,  after 
the-  rjuarterly- meeting  of  worfhip  ended,  I 
felft  drawings  to  go  to  the  women’s  meet- 
ii^  of  bufineft  j  which  was  very  full :  and 
here  the  humility  of  Jefus  Chrifr,  as  a  pat¬ 
tern  for  us  to  walk  by,  was  livingly  opened 
befere  me  j  and'  in  treating  on  it  my  Heart 
was  enlarged  j  and  it  was  a  baptizing,  time. 
From  hence  I  went  on ;  and  was  at  meet¬ 
ings-  at  Concord,  Middletown,  Providence, 
and  Haddonfield,  and  lb  home ;  where  I 
found  my  family  welL  A  fenfe  of  the' Lord’s 
merciful  prefervation,  in  this  my  journey,  ex¬ 
cites  reverent  thankfulnefs  to  himb 

On  the  fecond  day  of  the  ninth  months 
1767,  with  the  unity  of  friends^  I  fet  off 
on  a  vifit  to  friends  in  the  upper  part  of  , 
Berks  and.  Philadelphia  counties;  was  at 
eleven  meetings  in  about  two  weeksj  and 

have 


OE  JOHN  WOOLMAN.  17 J 

have  renewed  caufe  to  bow  in  reverenca  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord’,  who,  by  the  powerful  extend¬ 
ings  of  his  humbling  goodnefs,  opened  my 
way  amongft  friends,  and  made  the  meet¬ 
ings  (I  trufl)  profitable  to  us.  And,  the  win- 
ter  following,  1  joined  friends  on  a  vilit  to 
friends  families,  in  fome  part  of  our  meet¬ 
ing  )  in  which  exereife,  the  pure  influeiice  of: 
divine  love  made  our  vifits  reviving; 

On  the  fifth  day  of  the  fifth  month,  1768, 

I  left  home  under  the  humbling  hand  of 
the  Lord,  having^  obtained  i  4  certificate,  in 
order  to  vifit  fome  meetings  in  Maryland  j 
and  t»  proceed'  without  a'  horfe  looked  clear- 
e ft  to  me-  I  was  at  the  quarterly-meetings*  at  ‘ 
Philadelphia  and  Concord}*  and  then*  went' 
OB  to  Chefter-River  }  and,  crofiing’ the*  Bay 
with  friends,  was  at  the  yearly-meeting  at 
Weft-River;  thence  back  to  Chefter-River  j  * 
and,  taking  a  few  meetings  in  my  way,  pro¬ 
ceeded  home.  It  was  a  journey  of  much'  in¬ 
ward  waiting;  and,  as  my  eye  was  to  the 
Lord,  way  was,  feveral  times,  opened  to  ^ 
humbling  admiration,  when  things  had  ap¬ 
peared  very  difficult. 

In  my  return,:!  felt  a  relief  of  mind,  very 
comfortable  to  me;  having,  throughv  divine 
help,  laboured  in  much  plainnefs,  both  with- 
friends  feledled,  and  in  the  more  public  meet¬ 
ings  ;  fo  that  (I  truft)  the  pure  witnefs;  ift 
many  minds,  was  reached. 

The  eleventh  day  of  the  fixth  month, ' 
1769.  Sundry  cafes,  hav-e  happened,  of  late- 

years. 
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years, :  within  the  limits  of  our  monthly- 
relpefling  that  of  exercifing  pure 
,  righteoulnefs  toward  the  negroes ;  in  which 
I  have  lived  under  a  labour  of  heart,  that 
equity  might  be  fteadily  kept  to.  On  this 
^count,  J  have  had  fbme  clofe.,  exercifes 
amoDgft  friends ;  in  .which,  I  may  thank- 
fy.lly^fay,  I  find  peace  :  and,  as  my  medita¬ 
tions  have  been  on  univerfal  love,  my  own 

cpndo(5l^  in  time,  part  became  of  late  very 
grievious,  to  me, 

.  As  perfons,  fetting  negroes  free  in  our  pro¬ 
vince,  are  bound  by  law  to  maintain  them, 
in  .cafe  they  have  need  of  relief,  fome,  who 
fgcupled  keeping  flaves  for  term  of  life,  in  the 
time  "of  myiyouth,  were  wont  to  detain 
their  young  negroes  in  their  fervice  till-  thir¬ 
ty -years  of  age,  without  wages,  on  that  ac¬ 
count  :  and  with  this  cuftom  I  fo  far  agreed, 
that  I,  being  joined  to  another  friend,  in 
executing  the  will  of  a  deceafed  friend,  once 
fold  a  negroe  lad  till  he  might  attain  the  age 
of  thirty  years,  and  applied  the  money  to  the 
ufe  of  the  eftate. 

With  abafement  of  heart,  I  may  now  fay, 
that  fometimes,  as  I  have  fat  in  a  meeting, 
with  my  heart  exercifed  toward  that  awful 
Being,  who  refpedteth  not  perfons  nor  co¬ 
lours,  and  have  looked  upon  this  lad,  I  have 
felt  that  all  was  not  clear  in  my  mind  .  re- 
fpedling  him :  and  as  I  have  attended  to  this 
exercife,  and  fervently  fought  the  Lord,  it 
hath  appeared  to  me,  that  I  fhould  make 

fome 
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fome  reftitution,  but  in  what  way  I  faw  not 
till  lately  j  when,  being  under  fome  concern 
that  I  may  be  refigned  to  go  on  a  vifit  to 
fome  part  of  the  Weft-Indies,  and  'un¬ 
der  clofe  engagement  of  fpirit,  feeking  ta  the 
Lord  for  counfel  herein,  that,  of  my  joining 
in  the  fale  aforefaid,  came  heavily  upon  mej 
and  my  mind,  for  a  time,  was  covered  with 
darknefs  and  forrow;  and,  under  this.'  fore 
afflidion,  my  heart  was  loftened  to  receive 
inftrudion  :  and  here  I  ftrft  faw,  that,  as  I 
had  been  one  of  the  two  executors^/  who 
had  fold  this  lad  nine  years,  longer; than  is 
common  for  our  own  childern  to  ferve,  fo  I 
thould  now  offer  a  part  of  my  fubftance  to 
redeem  the  laft  half  of  that  nind  years  j  buti 
as  the  time  was  not  yet  come,  I  executed'  a 
bond,  binding  me  and  my  executors'  to 
pay  to  the  man,  he  was  fold  to,  what,  to  can¬ 
did  men,  might  appear  equitable  for  the 
laft  four  years  and  a  half  of  his  time,  in 
cafe  the  faid  youth  ftiould  be  living,  and  in 
a  condition  likely  to  provide  comfortably  for 
himfelf. 

The  ninth  day  of  the  tenth  month,  1769. 
My  heart  hath  often  been  deeply  affiided 
under  a  feeling  I  have  had,  that  the  ftand- 
ard  of  pure  righteoufnefs  is  not  lifted  up  to 
the  people  by  us,  as  a  fociety,  in  that  clear- 
nefs  which  it  might  have  been,  had  we  been 
fo  faithful  to  the  teachings  of  Chrift  as  we 
ought  to  have  been  :  and,  as  my  mind  hath 
been  inward  to  the  Lord,  the  purity  of 

Chrift’s 
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Chrift  s  government  hath  been  opened  in  my 
underftanding  j  and,  under  this  exercife,  that 
ot  friends  being  adlive  in  civil  fociety,  in 
putting  laws  in  force  which  are  not  agree¬ 
able  to  the  purity  of  righteoufnefs,  Lth, 
for  feveral  years,  been  an  increafing  bur*-* 
then  upon  mej  having  felt^  in  the  open¬ 
ings  of  univerfal  love,  that  where  a  people,, 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  inward  teach¬ 
ings  of  Chrift,  are  aftive  in  putting  laws  in 
execution  which  are  not  confiftent  with 
pure  wifdom,  it  hath  a  neceflary  tendency  to 
bring  dimnefs  over  their  minds :  and,  as  my 
heart  hath  been  thus  exercifedj  and  a  tender 
fympathy  in  me  toward  my  fellow-members,  I 
have,  within  a  few  months  paft,  in  feveral 
meetings  for  difcipline,  exprefled  my  concern 
on  this  fubjedt. 


OF  JOHN  WOOLMAN. 
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His  preparing  to  vifit  friends  in  England — Hk 
embarking  at  Chejiery  in  company  ’Wttb  Sar 
mttel  Emlen,  in  a  ftoip  bound  to  Londoti’-flm 
deep  exercife,  in  obferving  the  difficultieSi  >and 
bardfnps  the  common  Jailors  are  expofed  to^ 
Coiijiderations  on  the  dangers  to  which  youth 
are  expofed,,  in  being  trained  to  a  fea-faring 
life  ;  and  its  jnconfiftency  with  a  pious  educa^ 
tion — His  thoughts  in  a  form  at  fea  :  with 
many  inflrudlive  contemplation,  on  the  voyage 
—And  his  arrival  at  London.  .  t 


Having  been  fome  time  under  a  reli¬ 
gious  concern  to  prepare  for  croffing 
the  feas,  in  order  to  vilit  friends  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  parts  of  England,  and  more  particularly 
in  Yorklhire;  after  weighty  confideratiort,  I 
thought  it  expedient  to  inform  friends,  at  our 
monthly- meeting  at  Burlington,  of  itj  who, 
having  unity  with  me  therein,  gave  me  a 
certificate}  and  I  afterward  communicated 
the  fame  to  our  quarterly-meeting,  and  they 
likewife  certified  their  concurrence  therewith. 
Some  time  after  which,  at  the  general  fpring- 
meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  1  thought 
it  mji  duty  to  acquaint  them  of  the  religious 
exercife  which  attended  my  mind  j  with 
which  they  likewife  fignified  their  unity  by 
a  certificate,  dated  the  twenty- fourth  day  of 

the 


1 


176  The  life  and  TRAVELS 

the  third  month,  1772,  d.redled  to  friends 
in  Great-Britain. 

In  the  fourth  month  following,  I  thought 
the  time  was  come  for  me  to  make  foine  en¬ 
quiry  for  a  fuitable  conveyance ;  being  ap- 
prehenfive  that,  as  my  concern  was  princi¬ 
pally  toward  the  northern  parts  of  England, 
it  would  be  mod:  proper  to  go  in  a  veffcl 
bound  to  Liverpool  or  Whitehaven:  and 
while  I  was  at  Philadelphia,  deliberating  on 
this  occafion,  1  was  informed,  that  my  belo- 
ved  friend,  Samuel  Emlen,  jun.  intending'  to 
go  to  London,  and  having  taken  a  paffage 
for  himfelf  in  the  cabin  of  the  (hip,  called 
IVIary  and  Elizabeth,  of  which  James  Sparks 
was  mafter,  and  John  Head,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  one  of  the  owners  j  and  1  feel¬ 
ing  a  draught  in  my  mind  toward  the  fteerage 
of  the  fame  fhip,  went  fii  ft  and  opened  to  Sa¬ 
muel  the  feeling  1  had  concerning  it. 

My  beloved  friend  appeared  glad  that  I 
had  thoughts  of  going  in  the  vefTel  with 
him,  though  my  profpedf  was  toward  the  fteer- 
age  ;  and  he,  offering  to  go  with  me,  we 
went  on-board,  firft  in  the  cabin,  a  commo¬ 
dious  room,  and  then  into  the  fteerage  j 
where  we  fat  down  on  a  cheft,  the  failors 
being  bufy  about  us :  then  the  owner  of 
the  fhip  came,  and  fat  down  with  us. 

Here  my  mind  was  turned  toward  Chrift, 
the  heavenly  counfellor ;  and  1  feeling,  at 
this  time,  my  own  will  fubjeded,  my  heart 
was  contrite  before  him.  . 


A  motion,  • 


A  motion  was  made,  by  the  owner,  to  go 
and  fit  in  the  cabin,  as  a  place  more  re¬ 
tired  j  bnt  I  felt  eafy  to  leave  the  fhip,  and 
made  no  agreement  as  to  a  pafiage  in  her  j 
but  told  the  ownerj  if  I  took  a  paffage  in  the 
fhip,  I  believed  it  would  be  in  the  ftcerage  j 
but  did  not  fay  much  as  to  my  exereife  in  that 
cafe. 

1  went  to  my  lodgingSj  and  foon  after  went 
to  bed,  and  my  mind  was  under  a  deep  exet- 
cife  before  the-Lord  j  whofe  helping  h;md  was 
manifelled  to  me  as  I  llept  that  nighty  and  his 
love  ftrengthened  nly  heart.  In  the  morning 
I  went  with  two  friends  on-board  the  veffel  a-* 
gain;  and,  after  a  fliort  time  fpent  therein,  I 
went,  with  Samuel  Emlen,  to  the  houfe  of  the 
owner  3  to  whom,  in  the  hearing  of  Samuel 
only,  I  opened  my  exereife,  in  relation  to  a. 
fcruple  with  regard  to  a  paffage  in  the  cabin. 

After  this  1  agreed  for  a  paffage  in  the 
fieerage  5  and,  hearing  in  town  that  Jofeph 
White  had  a  defire  to  fee  me,  I  felt  the  re¬ 
viving  of  a  defire  to  fee  him,  and  went  tl  ' 
to  his  houfe,  and  next  day  home  ;  wher 
tarried  two  nights  t  and  then,  early  in  1 
morning,  I  parted  v.'ith  my  family,  um 
a  fenfe  of  the  humbling  hand  of  God  up 
me  3  and,  going  to  Philadelphia,  had  oppt 
tunity  with  feveral  of  my  be'oved  friend 
who  appeared  to  be  concerned  for  me, 
account  of  the  unpleafant  fituation  of  that  p 
of  the  vellel  where  i  was  likely  to  lodge. 

Having  flayed  two  nights  in  Phiiadtlpb 


two  p'  r ' 

went  the  next  day  to  Derby  monthly-me 

N  ‘  in 
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ing  ;  where,  through  the  ftrength  of  divine 
love,  my  heart  was  enlarged  toward  the 
youth  then  prefent  j  under  which  I  was  help¬ 
ed  to  labour  in  fome  tendernefs  of  fpirit. 
Then,  lodging  at  William  Horne’s,  I,  with 
one  friend,  went  to  Chefl:er>  where,  meeting 
with  Samuel  Emlen,  we  went  on-board,  the 
firft  day  of  the  fifth  month,  1772  ;  and,  as  I 
fat  down  alone,'  on  a  feat  on  the  deck,  I  felt  a 
,  fatisfadlory  evidence  that  my  proceedings  were 
not  in  my  own  will,  but  under  the  power  of 
the  crofs  of  Chrift. 

Seventh  day  of  the  fifth  month.  We  have 
had  rough  weather  moftly  fince  I  came  on¬ 
board  ;  and  the  pafTengers,  James  Reynolds, 
John  Till-Adams,  Sarah  Logan  and  her  hired 
maid,  and  John  Bilpham,  were  all  lea-fick, 
more  or  lefs,  at  times  ;  from  which  ficknefs, 
through  the  tender  mercies  of  my  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  I  have  been  preferved  j  ray  afilidions 
now  being  of  another  kind. 

There  appeared  an  opennefs  in  the  minds 
of  the  mafter  of  the  fhip  and  .  of  the  cabin- 
pafiengers  toward  me  :  we  were  often  toge¬ 
ther  on  the  deck,  and  fometimes  in  the  ca¬ 
bin. 

My  mind,  through  the  merciful  help  of  the 
Lord,  hath  been  preferved,  in  a  good  degree, 
watchful  and  inward  ;  and  1  have,  this  day, 
great  caufe  to  be  thankful,  in  that  I  remain  to 
feel  quietnefs  of  mind. 

As  my  lodging  in  the  fteerage,  now  near 
a  week,  hath  afforded  me  fundry  opportu¬ 
nities  of  feeing,  hearing,  and  feeling,  with 
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ir6fpe(5t  to  the  life  and  Ipirit  of  many  poor 
failors,  an  inward  exercife  of  foul  hath  at¬ 
tended  me,  in  regard  to  placing  our  children 
and  youth  where  they  may  be  likely  to  be 
exampled  and  inftrufted  in  the  pure  fear  of - 
the  Lord  ;  and  I,  being  'much  amongft  the 
feamen,  have,  from  a  motion  of  love,  fundry 
times  taken  opportunities,  .v/ith  one  of  them 
at  a  time  alone,  and  in  a  free  converfation  la¬ 
boured  to  turn  their  minds  toward  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  :  and  this  day  we  had  a  meeting  in 
the  cabin,  where  my  heart  was  contrite  under 
a  feeling  of  divine  love. 

Now,  concerning  lads  being  trained  up  as 
feamen-;  I  believe  a  communication  from  one 
part  of  the  world  to  fome  other  parts  of  it, 
by  fea,  is,  at  times,  confiftent  with  the  will 
of  our  heavenly  Father  j  and  to'  educate  fomg 
youth  in  the  pradlice  of  failing,  I  believe,  may 
be  right :  but  how  lamentable  is  the  prefent 
Corruption  of  the  world  !  how  impure  are  the 
channels  through  which  trade  hath  a  convey* 
ance  !  how  great  is  that  danger,  to  which  poor 
lads  are  now  expofed,  when  placed  on  fhip* 
board  to  learn  the  art  of  failing  ! 

,  Oh  !  that  all  may  take  heed  and  beware  of 
Govetoufnefs !  Oh !  that  all  may  learn  of  Chrift, 
who  was  meek  and  low  of  heart!  Then,  in 
faithfully  following  him,  he  will  teach  us  to 
be  content  with  food  and  raiment,  with¬ 
out  refpedt  to  the  cufloms  or  honours  of  this 
world. 

•  Men,  thus  redeemed,  will  feel  a  tender  con¬ 
cern  for  their  feliow-creatures,  and  a  deflre 

N  2  that 
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that  thofe  in  the  loweft  flatlons  may  be  affix¬ 
ed  and  encouraged  j  and,  where  owners  of 
fhips  attain  to  the  perfeft  law  of  liberty,  and 
are  doers  of  the  word,  thefe  will  be  blefied  in 
their  deeds. 

Rifing  to  work  in  the  night  is  not  com¬ 
monly  pleafant  in  any  cafe  5  but,  in  dark 
rainy  nights,  it  is  very  difagreeable,  even 
though  each  man  were  furnifhed  with  ^all 
conveniences  :  but,  if  men  muft  go  out  at 
midnight,  to  help  manage  the  fhip  in  the 
rain,  and,  having  fmall  room  to  fleep  and  lay 
their  garments  in,  are  often  befet  to  furnifli 
themfelves  for  the  watch,  their  garments  or 
fome  thing  relating  to  their  bulinefe  being 
wanting  and  not  eafily  found,  when,  from 
the  urgency  occafioned  by  high  winds,  they 
are  hajflened  and  called  up  fuddenly,  here  is  a 
trial  of  patience  on  the  poor  failors  and  the 
poor  lads  their  companions. 

If,  after  they  have  been  on  deck  feveral 
hours  in  the  night,  and  come  down  into  the 
fteerage  foaking  wet,  and  are  fo  clofe  flowed 
that  proper  convenience  for  change  of  garment 
is  not  eaflly  come  at,  but,  for  want  of  proper 
room,  their  wet  garments  are  thrown  in  heaps, 
and  fometimes,  through  much  crouding,  are 
trodden  under  foot  in  going  to  their  lodgings 
and  getting  out  of  them,  and  they  have  great 
difficulties,  at  times,  each  one  to  find  his,own, 
here  are  trials  on  the  poor  failors. 

Now,  as  I  have  been  v/ith  them  in  my  lodge, 
my  heart  hath  often  yearned  for  them,  and  ten¬ 
der  defires  have  been  raifed  in  me,  that  all- 

owners 
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owners  and  m afters  of  veflels  may  dwell  in  the 
love  of  God,  and  therein  aft  uprightly;  and, 
by  feeking  lefs  for  gain,  and  looking  carefully 
to  their  ways,  may  earneftly  labour  to  remove 
all  caufe  of  provocation  from  the  poor  feamen, 
cither  to  fret  or  ufe  excefs  of  ftrong  drink ; 
for,  indeed,  the  poor  creatures,  at  times,  in 
the  wet  and  cold,  feem  to  apply  to  ftrong  drink 
to  fupply  the  want  of  other  convenience. 

Great  reformation  in  the  world  is  wanting ; 
and  the  neceflity  of  it,  amongft  thefe  who  do 
fouftnefs  on  great  waters,  hath,  at  this  time, 
heen  abundantly  opened  before  me. 

The  eighth  day  of  the  fifth  month  .  —  This 
morning  the  clouds  gathered,  the  wind  blew 
ftrong  from  fouth-ealtward,  and  before  noon 
increafed  to  that  degree  that  failing  appeared 
dangerous.  The  feamen  then  bound  up  fome 
of  their  fails,  and  took  down  fome  ;  and,  the 
ftorm  increafing,  they  put  the  dead-lights,  fo 
called,  into  the  cabin- windows,  and  lighted  a 
lamp  as  at  night. 

The  wind  now  blew  vehemently,  and  the 
tea  wrought  to  that  degree,  that  an  lawful  fe- 
rioufnefs  prevailed  in  the  cabin,  in  which  I 
fpent,  I  believe,  about  feventeen  hours  ;  for  I 
believed  the  poor  wet  toiling  feamen  had  need 
of  all  the  room  in  the  crouded  fteerage,  and 
the  cabin-paflengers  had  given  me  frequent  in¬ 
vitations. 

They  ceafed  now  from  failing,  and  put  the 
veflel  in  the  pofture  called,  lying-to. 

My  mind,  in  this  tempeft,  through  the 
gracious  affiftancc  of  the  Lord,  was  preferved 

N  3  in 
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in  a  good  degree  of  refignation  ;  and  I  felr, 
at  times,  a  few  words  in  his  love  to  my  fhip, 
mates,  in  regard  to  the  all-fufficiency  of  hint  - 
who  formed  the  great  deep,  and  whofe  care  is 
fo  extenfive,  that  a  fparrow  falls  not  without 
liis  notice  j  and  tlius,  in  a  tender  frame  of 
mind,  fpake  to  them  of  the  neceffity  of  .our 
yielding,  in  true  obedience,  to  the  inifrudtions 
of  our '.heavenly  Father,  who  fometimes, 
through  adverfities,  intendeth  our  refinement.' 

About  eleven  at  night  I  went  out  on  the 
deck,  when  the  fea  wrought  exceedingly,  and 
the  high-foaming  waves, ..all  round  about, -.had 
in  fome  fort  the  appearance  of  fire,  but  did  not 

give  much,  if  any,  light. 

Thefailor,  then  at  the  helm,  faid  he  lately 
faw  a  corpofant  at  the  head  of  the  maft.-o  rvc,:  r 

About  this  time  1  obferved  the  mafier.  of 
the  fhip  ordered  the  carpenter  to  keep  on  the 
deck  j  and,  though  he  faid  little,  1  apprehends 
ed  his  care  was,  that  the  carpenter,  with  his 
axe  might  be  in  readinefs,  in  cafe  of  any  extre^ 
m’ity,  •  •  . 

Soon  after  this,  the  vehemency  of  the 
wind  abated;  and,  before  morning,  they,  again 
put  the  fliip  under  fail,  ,  ^ - 

The  tenth  day  of  the  month,  and  firfl;  of 
the  week,  it  being  fine'  y/eather,  we  had  a 
meeting  in  the  cabin,  at  which  moff  of  the 
feamen  were  prefent  \  this  meeting  to  me  was 
a-ffrengthening  time. 

The  thirteenth  day  of  the  month,  As  I 
continue  to  dodge  in  the  fieerage,  I  feel  an 
opennefs  this  morning,  to  exprefs  fomething 

farther 
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farther  of  the  ftate  of  my  mind,  in  refpea  to 
poor  lads  bound  apprentice  to  learn  the  art  of 
failing.  As  1  believe  failing  is  of  lome  ufe  m 
the  world,  a  labour  of  foul  attends  me,  that  - 
the  pure  counfel  of  truth  may  be  humbly 
waited  for  in  this  cafe,  by  all  concerned  in  the 

bufinefs  of  the  feas;  ^ 

A  pious  father,  whofe  mind  is  exercued 
for  the  everlafting  welfare  of  his  child,  may  not, 
with  a  peaceable  mind,  place  him  out  to  an- 
employment  arrongft  a  people,  whofe  common 
courfe  of  life  is  manifeftly  corrupt  and  pro- 
phane ;  fo  great  is  the  prefent  defedt  amongft 
fea-faring  men,  in  regard  to  piety  and  virtue : 
and,  through  an  abundant  traffic,  and  many 
(hips  of  war,  fo  many  people  are  employed 
on  the  fea,  that  this  fubjedl  of  placing  lads  to 
the  employment  appears  very  weighty.  ^  '  . 

Prophane  examples  are  very  corrupting,  and- 
very  forcible.  And  as  my  mind,  day  after 
day,  and  night  after  night,  hath  been  affedted 
with  a  fympathizing  tendernefs  toward  poor 
children,  put  to  the  employment  of  failors, 

I  have  fometimes  had  weighty  converiation 
with  the  failors. in  the  fteerage,  who  were 
moftly  refpedtful  tome,  and  more  and  more  fo 
the  longer  I  was  with  them  :  they  moftly  ap¬ 
peared  to  take  kindly  what  I  faid  tothern ;  but 
their  minds  have  appeared  to  be  fo  deeply 
impreffed  with  that  almoft  univerfal  depravity 
amongft  failors,  that  the  poor  creatures,  in  their 
anfwers  to  me  on  this  fubjedt,  have  revived  in 
my  remembrance  that  of  the  degenerate  Jews 

N  4  ft' 
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a  little  before  the  captivity,  as  repeated  by  Jere- 
liiiaii  tbe  prophet,  “  There  is  no  hope.” 

^  Now,  under  this  exercife,  aTenfe  of  the 
defire  of  outward  gain  prevailing  amongft  us 
hath  felt  grcvious,  and  a  flrong  call  to  the 
profelTed  followers  of  Chriif  hath  been  raifed 
in  me,  tnat  all  may  take  heed,  leh,  through 
loving  tais  prefent  world,  they  be  found  in  a 
continued  negledl  of  duty,  with  rclpefl:  to  a 
■  faithful  labour  for  a  reformation.  : 

,  Silence,  as  to  every  motion  proceeding  from 
the  love  of  money,  and  an  humble  waiting  upon 
God  to  know  his  will  concerning  us,  have  now 
appeared  necefiary he  alone  is  able  to  ftreng» 
then  us  to  dig  deep,  to  remove  all  which  lies 
.between  us  and  tbe  fafe  foundation,  and  fo  di- 
redt  us  in  our  outward  employments,  that  pure 

univcrfai  love  may  Ihine  forth  in  our  proceed¬ 
ings. 

Defires  arifing  from  the  fpirit  of  truth  are 
pure  defires  j  and  when  a  mind,  divinely 
opened  toward  a  .young  generation,  is  made 
fenfible  of  corrupting  examples,  powerfully 
working,  and  extenlively  fpreading  amongft 
fhem,  how  moving  is  theprofpedf ! 

_  The  fixteenth  day  of  the  month.  Wind 
for  feveral  days  paft  often  high,  what  the 
failors  iCail  fqually,  rough  fea  and  frequent 
rains.  This  laft  night  a  very  trying  night  to 
the  poor  fegmen  :  the  water,  chief  part  of  the 
night,  running  over  the  main  deck,  and  fome« 
times  breaking^waves  came  on  the  quarter¬ 
deck.  The  latter  part  of  the  night,  as  1  lay  in 
iNy  mind  .was  hy.mbled  under  the  power 
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of  divine  love ;  and  refignednefs  to  the  great 
Creator  of  the  earth  and  the  feas,  renewedly 
wrought  in ,  me  whofe  fatherly  care  over  his 
children  felt  precious  to  my  foul :  and  defires 
were  now  renewed  in  me,  to  embrace  every 
opportunity  of  being  inwardly  acquainted  with 
the  hardfhips  and  difficulties  ot  my  fellow- 
creatures,  and  to  labour  in  his  love  for  the 
fpreadlng  of  pure  univerfal  righteoufnefs  on  the 
earth.  The  opportunities  were  frequent  of 
hearing  converfation  amongft  the  failors,  in 
refpedt  to  the  voyages  to  Africa,  and  ffie  man¬ 
ner  of  bringing  the  deeply-opprelled  flaves  into 
our  illands.  The  thoughts  of  their  condition, 
frequently  in  chains  and  fetters  on-board  the 
veffcls,  with  hearts  loaded  with  grief,  under 
the  apprehenfions  of  mjfecablc  llavery;  ..my 
mind  was  ,  frequently ,  opened  to  meditate  on 
thefe  things.  -  ■  . 

On  the  feventeeth  day  of  the  month,  and 
flrfi:  of  the  week,  we 'had  a  meeting  in  the 
cabin;  to  which  the  feamen. generally  'came. 
My  fpirit  was  contrive  .before  the  Lord  j  whofe 
love,  at  this  time,  affefted  my  heart.  ■ 

This  afternoon  1  felt  a  tender  fympathy  of 
foul  with  my  poor  wife  and  family  left  be¬ 
hind';  in  which  date,  my  heart  was  enlarged 
in  dcfires  that  they  may  walk  in  that  humble 
obedience  wherein  the  everlafting  Father  may 
be  their  guide-  and  fupport,  through  all  the 
difficulties  in  this  world  j  and  a  lenfe  of 
gracious  affiftance,  through  which  my  mind 
hath  been  ftrengthened  to  take  up  the  orofs 
and  leave  them,  to  travel  in  the  love  of  truth, 

hath 
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'  ,  r  *■  f  •  . 

hath  begotten  thankfulnefs  in  my  heart  to  our 
great  Helper. 

‘  On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 'the  month, 
and  fifft  of  the  week,  a'clear  pleafaht  morning : 
and,  'a^  lfat  on-decki”I  felt  a  reviving  in  my 
nature  r^hichv  through  much  rainy  weather 
and  high  winds,  being  fhut  up  ih  a’clofe  un¬ 
healthy  air,  was  weakened.  •  ■ 

,  Several’  nights  of,  late  I  felt  breathing  dif¬ 
ficult  j  that  a  little  after'  the  rifihg  of  the  fecond 
ivatch  (which  is  about  ' midnight)  I  got  up,- 
and'  ftoddjT  believe,  near  an  hour,  with  my 
face  near  the  hatchway;  to  get  the  frefh  air  at 
theimall  vacancy  under  the  hatch  door  j  which 
is  commonly  fhut  down,  partly  to  keep  out 
fain,  and  fometimes  to  keep  the  breaking- 
waves- from' dalhing  into  the  fteerage. 

'  'I  may,  with  thankfulneis  to  the  Father  of 
mercies,  acknowledge,  that,  in  my  prefent 
weak  ftate,  my  mind  hath  been  fupported  to 
bear  the  affliction  with  patience  j  and  have 
looked  at  the  prefent  difpenfation  as  a  kindnefs 
from  the -great  Father  of  mankind,  who,  in 
this  my  floating  pilgrimage,  is  in  fome  degree  > 
bringihgiffle  to  feel  that,  which  many  thoufands 
of  my 'lellbw-creasureis  often  fuffer  in  -  a  greater 
degreel’? 

My'  appetite  failing,  the  trial  hath  been 
tbie  heavier  ;  and  I  have  felt  tender  breathings 
in  my  foul  after  God,  the  fountain  of  comfort, 
whofC'inward  help  hath  fupplied,  at  times,  the  • 
want  of  outward  convenience  :  and  ftrong  de¬ 
fires  hav^e  attended  me,  that  his  family,  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  movings  of  his  Holy 

Spirit, 


-OF  JOHN  WOOLiViAN.’  187 

•  •  *  *  __ 

Spirit,  may  be  fo  redeemed  from  the  love  of 

money,  and  from  that  fpirit  in  which  men 
feek  honour  one- of  another,  that  in  all  bufinefs, 
by  fea  or  land,  we  may  conftantly  keep  in 
view  the  coming  of  his  kingdom  on  earth,-  as 
it  is  in  heaven;  and,  by  faithfully  following 
this  fafe  guide,  Ihew  forth  examples,-  tending 
to  lead  out  of  that  under  w^hich  the  creation 
groans  I  ■  ‘  ' 

-  This  day  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  cabin  ; 
in.  which  J  was  favoured  in  fome  degree  to 
experience  the  fulfilling  of  that  faying  of  the 
prophet,  “  The  Lord  hath  been  a  ftfen’gth 
“  to  the  poor,  a  ftrength  to  the  needy  in  their 
diftrefs for  which,  my  heart  is  bow'ed  in 
thankfulnefs  before  him  !  •». 

The  twenty-eighth  day/, of  the  month;—* 
-W’et  weather  of  late?:  fmall  winds  inclining  to 
calms :  our  feamen  have  caft  a  lead,  I-fuppofe 
about  one  hundred  fathoms,  but  find  no  bot¬ 
tom  :  foggy  weather  this  morning.. 

Through  the  kindnefs  of  the  great  Preferver 
of  men  my  <  mind  remains' quiet  ;  and  a-de^ 
gree  of  exercife,  from  day  to  day,  attends 
me,  that  the  pure-  peaceable  government  of 
Chrifi:  may  fpread  and  prevail  amongft  man¬ 
kind.  '  i 

The  leading  on  of  a  young  generation  iit 
that  pure  way  in  which  the  wifdom  of  this 
world  hath  no  place  5  where  parents  and  tu¬ 
tors,  humbly  waiting  for  the  heavenly  Coun- 
fellor,  may  example  them'  in  the  truth,  as  it 
is  in  Jefus  ;  —  this,  for  feveral  days,  hath 
been  the  exercife  of  rny  mind, .  .  0hli"bow  fafe, 

,  how 
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how  quiet,  is  that  ftate,  where  the  foul  {lands 
in  pure  obedience  to  the  voice  of  Chrifl,  and 

u  watchful  is  maintained  not  to  follow  the 
voice  of  the  ftranger  1 

Here  Chrift  is  felt  to  be  our  fhepherd,  and, 
under  his  leading,  people  are  brought  to  a 
liability  ;  and,  where  he  doth  not  lead  for¬ 
ward,  we  are  bound,  in  the  bonds  of  pure 
love,  to  {land  ftill  and  wait  upon  him.  la 
the  love  of  money,  and  in  the  w'ifddm  of  this 
world,  bufinefs  is  propofed  ;  then  the  urgency 
^  affairs  pulhes  forward  ;  nor  can  the  mind, 
in  this  {late,  difcern  the  good  and  perfedl  will 
of  God  concerning  us.  -  * 

The  love  of  God  is  manifefled  in  graci- 
oufly  calling  us  to  come  out  of  that  which 
ilands  in  confufion  :  but,  if  we  bow  not  in 
the  name  of  Jefus  ;  if  we  give  not  up  thofe 
profpedls  of  gain,  which,  in  the  wifdom  of 
this  world,  are  open  before  us,  but  fay,  in 
our  hearts,  I  muft  needs  go,  on,  and,  in  go¬ 
ing  on,  i  hope  to  keep  as  near  to  the  purity 
of  truth  as  the.bufinefs  before  me  will  admit 
of;  here  the  mind  remains  entangled,  and  the 
'{hining  of  the  light  of  life  into  the  foul  is  obr 
{lru<3:ed. 

In  an  entire  fubjedlion  of  our  wills  the  Lord 
gracioufly  opens  a  way  for  his  people,  where 
all  their  wants  are  bounded  by  his  wifdom  j 
and  here  we  experience  the  fubflance  of  what 
Mofes  the  prophet  figured  out  in  the  water  of 
reparation,  as  a  purification  from  fin. 

Efau  is  mentioned  as  a  child  red  all  over, 

‘  like  a  hairy  garment  ;  in  Efau  is  xeprefented 

the 
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the  natural  will  of  man.  In  preparing  the 
water  of  reparation,  a  red  heifer,  without  ble- 
mith;  on  t^Hichi  there  had  been  no  yoke,  was 
(d  be  flain',  and  her  blood  fprinkled  by  the  , 
prieft  feven  tithes  toward  the  tabernacle  of  the 
congteghlion  ^  then,  her  fkin,  her  flefh,  and 
all  pertaining  to  her,  were  to  be  burnt  withouS 
the  camp  j  and  of  her  afbes  the  water  was 
prepared.  •  Thus  tlie  '-feroeifying'the  old  man, 
or  natural  will,  is  reprefented  j  and  henee 
Comes  a  reparation  from  that  carnal  mind, 
which  is  death. 

“  He  who  toucheth  the  dead  body  of  a  - 
“  man,  and  purifieth  not  himfelf  with,  the 
“  water  of  reparation,  he  defileth  the  taber- 
**  nacle  of  the  Lord  5  he  is  unclean.”  Numb* 
xix.  13. 

If  any,  through  the  love  of  gain,  go  forth 
into  bufinefs,  wherein  they  dwell  as  amongft 
the  tombs,  and  touch  the  bodies  of  thofe  who’ 
are  dead  j  if  thefe,  through  the  infinite  love  of 
God,  feel  the  power  of  the  crofs  of  Chrifi:  to 
crucify  them  to  the  world,  and  therein  learn 
humbly  to  follow  the  divine  Leader  i  •—  here 
is  the  judgement  of  this  world  j  —  here  the 
prince  of  this  world  is  call  out. 

The  water  of  reparation  is  felt  j  and,  though 
we  have  been  amongft  the  flain,  and,  through 
the  defire  of  gain,  have  touched  the  dead  bo¬ 
dy  of  a  man,  yet,  in  the  purifying  love  of 
Chrift,  we  are  walhed  in  the  water  of  repa¬ 
ration  i  are  brought  off  from  that  bufinefs, 
from  that  gain,  and  from  that  fellowftiip, 
which  was  not  agreeable  to  his  holy  will  :  and 

I  haye 
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I  have  felt  a  renewed  confirmation,  in  the  time 
of  this  voyage,  that  the  Lord,  in  his  infinite 
love,  is  calling  .to  his  vifited  children,  lb  to 
give  up  all  outward  polTefilons  and  means  of 
getting  treafures,.  that  his  Holy  Spirit  may  have 
free  courfe  in  their  hearts,  and  direct  them  in 
all  their  proceedings.  .  , 

To  feel  the.-fubftance  pointed  at  in  this 

figure,  man  muft  know  death,  ■as  to  his  own 
will. 

“  No  man  can  fee  God,  and  live.”  This 
was  fpoken  by  the  Almighty .  to  Mofes  the 
prophet,  and  opened  by  our  blefled  Re¬ 
deemer. 

As  death  comes  on  our  own  wills,  and  a 
^  na  d  in  us,  the  heart  is  purified 

and  prepared  to  underftand  clearly.  “  Blef- 

fed  are  the  pure  in  heart  j  for  they  lhall 
“  fee  God.”  In  purity  of  heart  the  mind  is 
divinely  opened  to  behold  the  nature  of  uni- 
verfal  righteoufnefs,  or  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  kingdom  of  God.  No  man  hath  feen 
“  the  Father,  fave  he  that  is  of  God  j  he  hath 
“  feen  the  Father.” 

The  natural  mind  is  active  about  the  things 
of  this  life  ;  and,  in  this  natural  adtivity,  bufi- 
nefs  is  propofed,  and  a  y/ill  in  us  to  go  forward 
in  it.  As  Jong  as  this  natural  will  remains  un- 
fubjedled,  fo  long  there  remains  an  obftrudion 
again  ft  the  clearnefsof  divine  light  operating  in 
us  ;  but  when  we  love  God  with  ail  our  heart, 
and  with  all  our  ftrength,  then,  in  this  love, 
we  love  our  neighbours  as  ourfelves  ;  -and  a 
tendernefs  of  heart  is  felt  toward  all  people  for 

whom 
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whom  Chrift  died,  even  fuch  who,  as  to  out¬ 
ward  circumftances,  may  be  to  us  as-  the  Jews 
were  to  the  Samaritans.  Who  is  mj. neigh¬ 
bour  ?'  See  this  queflion  anfwercd  by  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  Luke  X.  30.  ’ 

In  this  love  we  can  fay,  that  Jefus  is  the 
Lord  }  and  the  refortnation  in  out  fouls  is  ma- 
nifefted  in  a  full  reformation  of  our' livesi 
wherein  all  things  are  new,  and  all  things  are 
of  God  ;  2  Cor.  V,  t8.  in  this  the  defire  of 
gain  is  fubjedted. 

When  employment  is  honeftly  followed  in 
the  light  of  truth,  and  people  becorne  diligent 
in  bufinefs,  “  fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving  the 
“  Lord}”  Rom.  xii.  ii.  here  the  name-is  o- 
pened  :  “  This  is  the  name  by  which  he  Oiall 
be  called,  THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTE- 
“  OUSNESS.”  Jerem.  xxiii.  6.  Oh  !  how 
precious  is  this  name!  it  is  like  ointment  poured 
out.  The  chafte  virgins  are  in  love  with  the 
Redeemer  ;  and,  for  the  promoting  his- peace¬ 
able  kingdom  in  the  world,  are  content  to 
endure  hardiiefs,  like  good  foldiers }  and  are 
.  fo  feparated  in  fpirit  from  the  delire'  of  riches, , 
that  in  their  employments  they  become  exten- 
lively  careful  to  give  none  offence,  neither  to 
Jews  nor  heathen,  nor  the  church  of  Chrift. 

On  the  thirty- lirft  day  of  the  month,  and 
firft  of  the  week,  we' had  a  meeting  in  the  ca¬ 
bin,  with  near  all  the  fliip’s  company  }  the 
whole  being  near  thirty.  In  this  meeting,  the 
Lord,  in  mercy,  favoured  us  with  the  extend¬ 
ings  of  his  love. 


The 
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The  fecond  day  of  the  fixth  month.  Laft 
evening  the  feamen  found  bottom  at  about  fc- 
Vcnty  fathoms*  -  r;  :;  :' 

This  .morning,  fair;*  wind,  ‘  and  plfeafant. 
As  I  fat  on  deck,  my  heart  was  overcome  with 
the  love  of  Chrift,  and  melted  into  contrition 
before  hinl  j  and'  in  this  ftate,  theprofpeaci 
that  work,  '  to  which  I  have  felt  my  mind 
drawn  when  in  tny  native  land,  being  in  fome 
degree  opened  before  me,  I  felt  like  a  little 
child ;  and  my  cries  were  put  up  to  my  hca?- 
venly  Father  for  prefervation,  that,  in  a  hum¬ 
ble  dependence  orr  him,  my  foul  might  be 
ftrengthened  in  his  love,  and  kept  inwardly 
waiting  for  his  counfel. 

,  This  afternoon  we  faw  that  part  of  England 
called  the  Lizard. 

Some  dunghill  fowls  yet  remained  of  thofC 
the  paflengers  took  for  their  fea-ftore  t  I  be¬ 
lieve  about  fourteen  periflied  in  the  ftorms  at 
fea,  by  the  waves  breaking  over  the  quarter¬ 
deck  t  and  a  confiderable  number  with  fick- 
nefs,  at  different  times.  I  obferved  the  cocks 
crew,  coming  down  the  Delaware,  and  while 
we  were  near  the  land  5  but  afterward  I  think  I 
did  not  hear  one  of  them  crow  till  we  came 
near  the  land  in  England,  when  they  again 
crowed  a  few  times. 

In  obferving  their  dull  appearance  at  fea, 
and  the  pining  ficknefs  of  fome  of  them,  I 
often  remembered  the  Fountain  of  goodnefs, 
who  gave  being  to  all  creatures,  and  whole 
love  extends  to  that  of  caring  for  the  fpar- 
rows  i  and  believe,  where  the  love  of  God  is 

verily 
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Verily  perfeded,  and  the  true  fpirit  of  go¬ 
vernment  watchfully,  attended  to,  a  tcndernefs 
toward  all  creatures  made  lubjed  to  us  will  be 
experiertced,  and  a  care  felt  in  us,  that  w'e  do 
not  lell'en  that  fweetnefs  of  life,  in  the  animal 
creation,  which  the  great  Creator  intends  for 
them  in  our  government,  ■ 

The  fourth  day  of  the  month.  Abotit  noon 
a  pilot  came  off  from  Dover ;  where  my  be¬ 
loved  friend,  Samuel  Ernlen,  went  on  fhore, 
and  thence  to  London  j  but  I  felt  ealy  in  flay¬ 
ing  in  the  fliip. 

,  The  feventh  day  of  the  month,  and  frit 
of  the  week.  Clear  morning ;  we  lay  at  anchof 
for  the  tide,  and  had  a  parting  meeting  with’ 
the  rtiip’s  company  ;  in  which  '  my  ‘heart  w  as 
enlarged  in  a  fervent  concern  for  them,  that- 
they  may  come  to  experience  falvation  through 
.Chrift.  We  had  a  head- wind  up  the  Thames  j 
lay  fometimes  at  anchor  j  faw  many  fhips 
palling,'  and.'  fome  at  anchor  near  j  and  had 
large  opportunity  of  feeling  the  fpirit  in' which 
the  poor  bevyildered  bailors  too  generally  live. — * 
That  lamentable  degeneracy,  which  fb  much 
prevails  on  the  people  employed  on.  the  feas* 
lb  affeded  my  heart,  that  I  cannot  eafily  convey 

the  feeling  I  have  had  to  another. 

»  -  . 

r  • 


C  H  A  P,' 


O 


194  Th£^LIFE  and  travels 


CHAP.  XI 


~  .l^s  attending  the  yearly-meeting  in  London  j  and. 


!  after  it,  proceeding  towards  Torkjhire,  vtfiting 
feveral  quarterly  and  other  meetings  in  the 


counties  of  Hertford,  Warwick,  Oxjord,  Not- 
^  tingbarn,  York,  and  Wefmor eland-,  and  thence 
again  into  Torkjhire,  and  to  the  city  of  York  j 
with  feme  injlru5live  thoughts  and  obfervations, 
and  tetters  on  divers  fubjeSls  His  bearir^  of 


the  deceafe  of  William  Hunt ;  atid fome  account 


■  of  him  —  His fcknefs  at  York  j  and  end  of  bis 


pilgrimage  there. 

.  N  the  eighth  day  of  the  fixth  month, 
1772,  we  landed  at  London  j  and.  I 


went  ftraightway  to  the  yearly-meeting  of  mj- 
nifters  and  elders,  which  had  been  gathered  (I 
ftippofe)  about  half  an  hour. 

In  this  meeting  my  mind -was  humbly  con- 

-  trite  :  in  the  afternoon  the  meeting  of  bufiqeis 
opened  j  which,  by  adjournments,-  held  near  a 

-  week.  In  thefe  '  meetings  1  often  felt  a  living 
concern  for  the  eftabliftiment  of  friends  in  the 
pure  life  of  truth  }  and -toy  heart  was  enlarged 
in  the  meeting  of  minifters,  meeting  of  bufi- 
nefs,  and  in  feveral  meetings  of  public,  wor- 
£liip  }  and  1  felt  my  mind  united  in  true  love 

v  to  the  faithful  labourers  now  gathered  at  tljvis 
yearly- meeting. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  ,  I  left 
Lonoon,  and  went  to  a  quarterly-meeting  at 
Hertford.' 


The 
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^he  firfl  day  of  the  feventh  month.  1  have 
been  at  qnartefly-meetings  at  Sherrington* 
Northampton,  Banbury,  and  Shipfton;  and 
had' fund ry  meetings  between  i  ' my- iUlnd  hath 
been  bowed  under-  a  fenfe  of  divine  goodnefs 
..manifefted  amongft  us rny  heart  hath  been 
often,  enlarged' in  true  love*'  both  amongft 
minifters  and  elders,  and  in  public -  meetings  j 
that  through  the  Lord’s  goodnefs,  I  believe  it 
hath  been  a  frefh  vifitation  to  many,  in  parti" 
cular.  to  the  youth. 

■  ...'The  feventeenth'-day  of  thermonthi  Was 
-this  day  at  Birmingham  :  have  “been  at  meet¬ 
ings  at  Coventry^  Warwick,  in"  Oxfordihire* 
and  fundry  other  places  j  have  felt  the  bum* 
bling  hand  of  the  Lord  upon  me  j  and  through 
his  tender  mercies  find  peace  in  the  labours  I 
have  gone  through.  -  -  ' 

The  twenty-fixth  da)^  of  the  month.  1  have 
continued  travelling  northward^  vifiting  hieet- 
•  ings was  this  day  at  Nottingham  j  which,  irt. 
v.  the  forenoon  efpeciallyj  'was^'  through  divine 
;  love,  a  heart-tendering  feafon  ;  next  day  had 
•  ~-,:Z  -meeting  in  a  friend’s  houfe  With  friends 
...children  and  fome  friends  ;  this,  thro  tight  the 
•  ftrengthening  arm  of  the  Lofd,  was  a  time  to 
be  thankfully  remembered,  >  .'"art  ?  .  >  , 

-ia-.The  fecond  day  of  the  eighth  month,  and 
T«*  fir  ft  of  the  week.  Was  this  day  at  Sheffield* 
-suffl  ilarge  inland  town  :  have  been  at  fundry 
meetings  laft  week  j  and  feel  inward  thank* 
rp-  lulncls  for  that  divine  fupport,  which  hath  been 
gracioufly  extended  tame.  •  •  .  . 

The  ninth,  day  of  the  month,  and  firft  of  the 
Week,  was  at  K.iiffiworth :  have  lately  paffed 

O  2  through 
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through  fome  painful  labour ;  but  have  been 
comforted,  under  a  fenfe  of  that  divine  vifitation, 
which  Ifeel  extended  toward  many  young  people. 

The  fixteenth  day  of  the  month,  and  firfl: 
of.  the  week,  I  was  at  Settle:  it  hath  of  late  been 
a  time  of  inward  poverty;  under  which  my 
mind  hath  been  preferved  in  a  watchful  tender 
Rate,  feeling  for  the  mind  of  the  holy  Leader, 
and  I  find  peace  in  the  labours  1  have  pafied 
through. 

I  have  felt  great  diftrefs  of  mind,  fince  I  came 
on  this  illand,  on  account  of  the  members  of 
our  fociety  being  mixed  vyith  the  world  in 
various  forts  of  bufinefs  and  traffic,  carried  on 
in  impure  channels.  Great  is  the  trade  to 
Africa  for  flaves!  and,  in  loading  thefe  ihips, 
abundance  of  people  are  employed  in  the  fac¬ 
tories  ;  amongfl;  whom  are  many  of  our  fociety. 
Friends,  'in  early  times,  refufed,  on  a  religious 
principle,  to.make,  or  trade  in,  fuperfluides  j 
of  which  we  have  many  large  teftimonies  on 
record:  but,  for  want  of  faithfulnefs,  fome 
gave  way ;  even  fome,  whole  examples  were 
of  note  in  our  fociety;  and  from  thence  others  - 
took  more  liberty.  Members  of  our  fociety 
worked  in  fuperfluities,  and  bought  and  fold 
them  ;  and  thus  dimnefs  of  fight  came  over 
manv  :  at  length,  friends  got  into  the  ule  of 
feme  fuperfluities  in  drefs,  and  in  the  furniture 
of  their  houfes ;  and  this  hath  fpread  from  lets 
to  more,  till  fuperfluity  of  fome  kinds  is  com¬ 
mon  amongfl:  us. 

Jn  this  declining  Rate,  many  look  at  the 

example  one  of  another,  and  too  much  neglet^f 

the  pure  feeling  of  truth.  Of  late  years,  a 

'  deep 
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<^eep  exercife  hath  attended  my  mind,  that 
friends  may  dig  deep,  may  carefully  caft  forth 
the  loofe  matter,  and  get  down  to  the  Rock, 
the  fare  foundation,  and  there  heaiken  to 
that  divine  voice  which  gives  a  clear  and  cer¬ 
tain  found  ;  and  I  have  felt  in  that  which  doth 
iiot  deceive,  that  if  friends,  who  have  known 
the  truth,  keep  in  that  tendernefs  of  heart, 
where  all  views  of  outward  gain  are  given  up, 
and  their  truft  is  only  on  the  Lord,  he  will 
gracioufly  lead  fonie  to  be  patterns  of  deep 
felf-denial  in  things  relating  to  trade  and  handi¬ 
craft  labour  *,  and  that  fome,  who  have  plenty 
of  the  treafures  of  this  world,  will  example  in 
a  plain  frugal  life,  and  pay  wages,  to  fuch  as 
they  may  hire,  more  liberally  than  is  now 

cuftomary  in  fome  places. 

The  twenty-third  day  of  the  month.  Was*^ 
this  day  at  Preiton-Patrick,  and  had  a  com¬ 
fortable  meeting.  I  have,  feveral  times,  been 
entertained’  at  the  houfes  of  friends,  who  had; 
fundry  things  about  them  which  had  the^ ap¬ 
pearance  of  outward  greatnefs ;  and,  as  I  have 
kept  inward,  way  hath  opened  for  converfation 
with  fuch  in  private,  in  which  divine  goodnefs 
hath  favoured  us  together  with  heart-tender¬ 
ing  times.  '  ■  . 

1  refted  a  few  days,  in  body  and  mind, 

with  our  friend  Jane  Crosfield ;  who  was 
once  in  America  :  was,  on  the  fixth  day  of  the 
week,  at  Kendal  in  Weftmoreland ;  and  at 
Creyrig  meeting  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  month, 
and  firit  of  the  week. 

O  3 


I  have 
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*  I  %aV6  -  known ''poverty  of  late;  and  been 
gracioufly  fupported  to  keep  in  the  patience*, 
^hd  am  ihahfcfui,  'under  a  ienfe  of  the  good- 
ne'fs  of  the  Lord  toward '^thofe  '  that  are  of  a; 
pdntrite  fpiritf  '  •  -  , 

'  The  fixth -day'  of  the  ninth  ' month,  and 
firft  of  the  week.  Was  this  day  at  Counter-' 
fide;  a  large  meetlng-houfe,  and  very  full ; 
and,  thfough  the  opening  Of  .pure  love,  it  was 
aift'rengthening  time  to  me,  and  (1  believe.); 
fo  many  more."'  ’  .  ,  ; 

The  thirteenth  day  of  the  month,  Was ' 
this  day  at  Richmond,  a  fmall' meeting  ;  but,  - 
the  town’s  people  coming  in,  the  houfe  was 
prowded  :  it  was  a  time  of  heavy  labour;  and 
(Lbelieve)  was  a  ptofitable  meeting.  . 

At-  this,  place  f  heard  that  my  kinfmaaa. 
William  Hunt,  from  North-Carolina,  who 


was  on  a  religious  vifit  to  friends  in  England,! 
departed  this  life  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  ninth 
month,  inftant,  of  the  fmall-pox,  at  New- 
caflle.i-— He  appeared  in  the  miniftry  when; 
a- youth ;  and  his  labours  therein  were  of  good  ■ 
favour.  He  travelled  much  in  that  work  in 
America,  I  once  heard  him  fay,  in  public 
teftimpny,  that  his  eoncern  was  (in  that  vifit) 
to  be  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  Chriflfo  fully,? 
that  be  might  not  fpend  one  minute  in  pleafing 
bimfelf  I  which  words, .  joined  with  his  ex-  , 
ample,  yfcto  ff  tncans  of  ftirring  up  the  pur^ 

mind  in  me. 

,  .>  }  4  <  i 


Oh  this  vifit  to  England  I  have  felt  fome 
inflrpdfions  fealed  on  my  mind,  which  I  am 
^ppcerited  leave  in  writing,  for  the  ufe  of 
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fuch  as  are  called  to  the  ftation  oft  a  minifter 

of  Chrift.  _  - 

Chrift  being  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  wc 

being  no  more '  than  minifte^s,-^  I  find  it  ne- 
ceffary  for  us,  not  only  to  feel  a  concern  in 
our  firft  going  forth,  but  to ,  experience  the 
renewing  thereof,  in.  the  appointment  of 

meetings.  -  ' 

1  felt  a  concern,  in  America,  to  prepare  for 
this  voyage;  and  being,  through  the,  mercy - 
of  God,  brought  fafe  here,  my  heart  vyaa 
liicea  veflel  that  wanted  vent  ;  *  and  ■  for  feve- 
ra!  weeks,  at  firft,  when  my  month  was  opener 
ed  in  meetings,  it  often  felt  like  the  railing ■ 
of  a  gate  in  a  water  courfe,  where  a  weigl^t 
of  water  lay  up>on  it ;  and  in  fhefe  labours 
there  appeared  a  frefti  vifitation  to  .  many, 
efpecially  the  youth;  but  fometimes,  after- tfes,  ’ 
I  felt  empty  and  poor,  and  yet  felt  a  neceility  - 
to  appoint  meetings.  .  ,  ,  , 

In  this  ftatel  was  exercifed  to  abide  in  jthe, 
pure  life  of  truth,  and  in  all  my  -labours,  to 
watch  diligently  againft  the  motions  of  felf 
in  my  own  mind.  i 

1  have  frequently  felt  a  neceffity  to  ftand 
up,  when  the  fpring  of  the  miniftry  was  low; 
and  tofpeak  from  tlte  neceffity,,,  in  that  which* 
fubjedleth  the  will  of  the  creature  ;  and  here- , 
in  i  was  united  ,  with  the  fuftering  >feed,  and 
found  inward  fweetnefs  .  in  thefe  -  mortifying 
labours. 

As  I  have  been  prefer ved  in  a  watchful  at¬ 
tention  to  the  divine  Leader,  under  thefe  .diC- 
penfations,  enlargement  ,at  times  hath  loL- 
,  O  4  lowed. 


( 
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^§.w§dj  and  tne  power  of  truth  hath  rifen  high- 
jp  E)me  iiieetings,  than  I  ever  knew  it  be¬ 
fore-through  me.  ■ 

•‘^•Thu|d-.have  been  more  and  more  inftrutSed, 
&s  to  tne  neeeffity  of  depending,  not  upon  a- 
'concern  which  1  felt  in  America,  to  come  .on 
a  vifit  to  England,  but  upon  the  frefli  inft'ruc- 
tions  of  Chrift,  the  Prince  of  peace,  from  day. 
'today.' 

•,  -Now,  of  late, ,  I  felt  a  Eop  in  the  appoint-' 
ment  of  meeting.s,  not  wholly,- but  in  party 
and  1  GO  not  feel'  liberty  to  appoint  them  fo 
^uick"  one  after  another  as  I  have  heretofore.  > 
'.---.The  work  of  the- miniftry . being  a  work: 
of  ’divine  love,  I  feel  that  the  openings  there^ 
of:  are  to  be  waited  for,  in  all  our  appoint* 
tne.nts,  -  ■ 

Oh  !  how  deep  is  divine  wifdom  !  Chrift 
puts  forth  his  minijiers,  and  goeth  before  them  ; 
and  oh  !  how  great  is  the  danger  of  departing 
■from  the  pure  feeling  of  that  which  leadeth 
fafely!  • 

-Chrift  knoweth  the  ftate  of  the  people  ;  and, 
in  the  pure  feeling  of  the  gofpel-miniftry,  their 
tes  are  opened  to  his  fervants. 

Chrift  knoweth  when  the  fruit-bearing 
branches  themlelves -have  need  of  purging,  i 
;  Oh  !  that  thefe  leflbns  may  be  remembered 
by  me  !  ".and  that  all  who  appoint  meetings 
pvay  proceed  in:  the.purefeeling  of  duty  ! 

1  have  fornetimes  felt  a  necelhty  toftand  upj 
but  that  fpirit  which  is  of  the  world  hath  fo 
much  prevailetjl  in  many,  and  the  pure  life  of 
tiUth  been  fo  prefted  down,  that  1  have. gone 
V t  forw  ard, 
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forward,  not  as  one  travelling  in  a  road  caft  up 
and  well  prepared,  but  as  a  man  walking 
through  a  miry  place,  in  which  are  ftones,  here 
and  there,  fafe  to  ftep  on,  but  fo  fituated,  that, 
one  ftep  being  taken,*  time  is  neccflary  to  fee 
where  to  ftep  next. 

Now  I  find  that,  in  the  pure  obedience,  the 
mind  learns  contentment,  in  appearing  weak 
and  foolifti  to  that  wifdom  which  is  of  the 
world  ;  and,  in  thefe  lowly  labours,  they  who 
ftand  in  a  low  place,  rightly  exercifed  under 
the  crofs,  will  find  nounlhment. 

The  gift  is  pure  j  and,  while  the  eye  is 
fingle  in  attending  thereto,  the  underftanding 
is,  preferved  clear  ;  felf  is  kept  out.  We  re¬ 
joice  in  filling  up  that  which  remains  of  the 
afflidions  of  Chrift,  for  his  body’s  fake,  which 
is  the  church.  '  - 

The  natural  man  loveth  eloquence,  and 
many  love  to  hear  eloquent  orations;  and,-' if 
there  is  not  a  careful  attention  to  the  gift,  men 
who  have  once  laboured  in  the  pure  golpel- 
miniftry,  growing  weary  of  fuffering,  and 
aftiamed  of  appearing  weak,  may  kindle  a  fire, 
compafs  themfelves  about  with  fparks,  and 
walk  in  the  light ;  not  of  Chrift  who  is  under 
fuffering  ;  but  of  that  fire -which*' they,  going 
from  the  gift,  have  kindled  j  -arid  that  in 
hearers,  which  is  gofie  from*the  meek  fuffer- 
ing  ftate,  into  the  worldly -wifdom,  may  be 
warmed  with’ithis  fire,' "  and  Tpeak  highly  of 
thefe  labours.  That  which  is  of  God  gathers 
to  God  ;  and  that  which  is  of  the  World  is 
owned  by  the  world,  ;  '  ' 
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j,;Jn  this  journey  .a  labour  hath  attendediiny 

mJndj,  that: .  the.i  nainifters  atnongft  us  luay  be 
pr^cfve.d' in-  the-  Itieek  feeHug  life  of  truths 
where,  we  may  have  no  dehre  but  to  follow’ 
Chrift  and'bes  with  him  j.  that,  whenheis  un-^ 
derfuffering,  we  may  fufier  with  him,  and  ne* 
ver  defir€:to  rifemp  in  dominion,  but  as  h^*  by  - 
the  virtue-of  his  own  fpirit^  mayraife  ua.  .  ,i  t: 


:  "A  few  days  after  wtiting  thefe  conhderations, 
our  dear  fri^d,“' in  *  the  .Goude  of  bis  religious  - 
'tfihts,  Came  to,the  eity  of  York,  and  attended. 
moft  .of  the  fitting's  of  the  quarterly-meeting  ’^ 
there  1},'  but,  before  it  was  over,  was  taken  ill ' 
offthe  fmall.-poxv  Our  friend,  Thomas  Prieft^  . 
man,  and  others  who  attended  him,  preferved 
the  following  miniltes  of  his  expreffions  in  the  • 
time  of  his  Ikknefs  and  of  his  deceafe.  ? 
.p.  lift  day,  the  :27th  of  the  (pth  month,  1772. 
His  diforder  appeared  to  be  the  fmall-pox. 

,  2d  day.  He  faid  he  felt  the  diforder  to  affeft: : 
his  head,  fo  that  he  could  think  little,  and  but 
asachiid,-  i!  '  ,  ■  f 

Third day  he  uttered  the  following  prayer.-r^J 
O  Lord  my  Qod*-j*the  amazing  horrors  irerf",- 
darknefs  were  gathered  arc«and  me  and  covered 
me  all  QVer,  and  I  faw  no  way  to  go  forth  j 
I  felt  the  d^th  and.extient  of  the  mifery  oif  my ' 
fellow-cneatures  feparated  from  the  divine  hap;^ 
jnony,  and'  k  .  was’  heavier.i  than  I  could  bear^  - 
and  I  was  crulhed  down  under  it;  I  lifted  up. 
my  hand,  1  ftretched  out  my  arm,  but  there 

was 
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was  none  to  belp  me  $  I  looked  round  about 
and  was  amawd in  the  depths  of  mifery,  O 
Lord  !  I  remembered  that  thou  art  omnipotent*, 
that  J  had  called  thee  Father,  and' I  felt  that  I 
loved  thee,',  and  I  was  made  quiet  in  thy  will, 
and  1  waited  for  deliverance  from  thee  j'  thou’ 
badft  pity  upon  me  when  no  man  could,  help' 
me ;  I  faw  that  meeknefs  under  fuffering  was 
(hewed  to  us  in  the  moft  affeding  example 
of  thy  Son,  and  thou  taugheli  me  to  follow 
him,  and  I  faid,  *  Ihy  will,  O  Father,  be  done.* 
Fourth  day  morning,  being  aflced  how  he 
felt  himfelf,  he  meekly  anfwered,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  dept  this  night,  I  feel  the 
diforder  making  its  progrefs,  but  my  mind 
is  mercifully  preferved  in  ftillnefs  and  peaces 
fbmetime  after  he  faid  he  was  fenfible  the 
pains  of  death  mull  be  hard  to  bear  ?  but,  if  he 
efcaped  them  now,  he  mull  fometime  pafs 
through  them,  and  he  did  not  know  that  he 
could  be. better  prepared,  but  had  no  will-in 
it.  He  faid  he  had  fettled  his  outward  af* 
fairs  to  his  mind,  had  taken  leave  of  his 
wife  and  family  as  never  to  return;  leaving' 
them  to  the  divine  proteftion ;  adding,  and 
though  I  feel  them  near  to  me  at  this  time,  yet 
I  freely  give  them  up,  having  a.  hope  diat' 
they  will  be  provided  for.  And  a  little  after-' 
faid.  This  trial  is  made  eafier  than  I  could  have 
thought,  my  will  being  wholly  taken  away;  for 
if  I  were  anxious  for;  the  event;  it  would  have 
been  harder ;  but  I  am  not,  and  my  mitMl  enjoys 
g  perfect  palm, 

i 


204  The  LIFE  and  TRAVELS 

In  the  night  a  young  woman  having  given 
lilm  fomething  to  drink,  he  faid,  My  child 
ihou  feemeft  very  kind  tome,  a  poor  creature, 
the  Lord  will  reward  thee  for  it.  A  while  af¬ 
ter  he  cried  out  with  great  earneftnefs  of  fpirit. 
Oh  my  Father !  my  Father !  and  foon  after 
he  faid.  Oh  my  Father! -my  Father!  how 
comfortable  art  thou  to  tny  foul  in  this  t.rying 
feafon  !  Being  afked  if  he  could  tike  a  little 
hourifliment ;  after  fome  paufe  he  replied,  my 
child,  I  cannot  tell  what  to  fay  to  it;  I  feem 
nearly  arrived  where  my  foul  fliall  have  reft 
from  all  itS(  troubles.  After  giving  in  fome¬ 
thing  to  be  inferred  in  his  journal,  he  faid, 
I  believe  the  Lord  will  now  excufe  me  from 
exercifes  of  this  kind ;  and  I  fee  no  w'ork  but 
one,  which  is  to  be  the  laft  wrought  by  me 
in  this  world  ;  the  mefienger  will  come  that 
will  releafe  me  from  all  thefe  troubles;  but 
it  muft  be  in  the  Lord’s  time,  which  I  am' 
waiting  for.  He  faid  he  had  laboured  to  do 
v^hatever  was  required,  according  to  the  a- 
bility  received,  in  the  remembrance  of  which 
he  had  peace;  and,  though  the  diforder  was 
ftrong  at  times,  and  would  like  a  whirlwind 
come  over  his  mind,  yet  it  had  hitherto  been 
kept  fteady,  and  centered  in  everlafting  love ; 
adding,  and  if  that  be  mercifully  continued, 
I  alk  nor  defire  no  more.  Another  time  he 
faid,  he  had  long  had  a  view  of  vifiting  this 
nation,  and,  fometime  before  he  came,  had  a 
dream,  in  which  he  faw  himfelfin  the  northern 
parts  of  it,  and  that  the  fpring  of  the  gofpel 
was  opened  in  him  much  as  in  the  beginning 

of 
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of  friends,  fuch  as  George  Fox  and  William 
Dewfoerry,  and  he  faw"  the  differetit  ftates  of 
the  people,  as  clear  as  he  had  'ever  feen  flowers 
in  a  garden ;  but  in  his  going  along  he  was 
fuddenly  ftopt,  though  he  couid  not  fee  for 
what  end  ;  aut,  looking  towards  home,  fell 
into  a  flood  of  tears  which  waked  him.  '■ 

,  At  another  time  he  faid,  my  draught  feemed 
ftrongeft  towards  the  North,  and  I  mentioned, 
in  my  own  monthly-meeting,-  that  attending, 
the  quarterly- meeting  at  York,  and  being  there,- 
looked  like  home  to  me.  '  '  ' 

Fifth-day  night,  having  repeatedly  confented 
to  take  medicine  with  a  view  to  fettle  his 
ftomach,  but  without  efreft,  the  friend,-  theii 
waiting  on  him,  laid,  through  diflrefs,  what 
fliall  1  do  now  ?  He  anfwered  with  great  com- 
pofure.  Rejoice  evermore,  and  in  every  thing 
give  thanks;  but  added  a  little  after, 'this 'iS 
Icmetimes  hard  to  come  at.  ■  -  . ’o  s>i 

dixth-day  morning,  he  broke  forth  early. iff 
fupplication  on  this  wife  :  O  Lord,  it  was  thy 
power  that  enabled  me  to  forlake  fin  in  my 
youth,  and  I  have  felt  thy  -bruifes  for  dil- 
cbedience;  but,  as  I  bowed  under  them,  thou 
didft  heal  me,  continuing  a  father  and  a  friend : 
I  feel  thy  power  now,  and  1  beg  that,  in  the 
approaching  trying  moment,'  thou  w'ilt  keep 
my  heart  Itedfaft  unto  thee. —— Upon  his 
giving  dirtdt  ons  to  a  friend  concerning  fome 
little  things,  flie  laid,  I  will  take  care,  but 
-hope  thou  wilt  live  to  order  them  ihyfelfj 
He  replied.  My- hope  is  in  Chrift  ;  and,  though 
I  may  feem  a  little  better,  a  change  in  the  dil- 
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or.d&  may  ibon  happen, 'and  hiylittle  ftrehg^h 
ite  diflblfed  5/  and,  if  it- fot  happens,  I  ftiaU  be 
-gathered  to  my  evetlafting  reft.  .  On  her  fay* 
ing  fhe  did  not  doubt  that,  but  could  not  help 
mourning  to  fee  fo  many  faithful  fcrvants  re¬ 
moved  at  fo  low  a  time,  he  feidj  All  *  good 
cometh  from,  the  Lord,  whbfe  power  is  the 
iame,  and  c®i  work  as  he  fees  beft.  'The 


fame  day  he  had  given  diredions  about  wrap-» 
ping  his  corpfe:  perceiving  a  friend  io*vveep, 
he  faid,  I  would  rather  thou  wouldft  guard  a-» 
gainft  weeping  for  me,  my  After  ;  I  forrow 
:not,  though  I  have  had  fome  p>ainful  conflifts  s 
but  now  they  feem  over,  and  matters  win 
fettled  j  and  I  look  at  the  face  of  my  dear  Re* 
deemer  j  for  fwcet  is  his  voice,  and  bis  coun* 
tenance  is  comely. 


v..  Firft-day,  fourth  of  the  tenth  month*  being 
very  weak,  and  in  general  difficult  to  be  un* 
derftood,  he  uttered  a'  few  words  in  comme* 
moration  of  the  Lord’s  goodnefs,  and  added, 
How  tenderly  have  I  been  waited  on  in  this 
^time  of  affliftion  !  in  which  I  may  fay,  in  Job’s 
Words,  Tedious  ..days  and  weatifome  nights  are 
appointed  unto  me  :  and  how  many  are  fpeod-» 
ing  their  time  and  money  in  vanity  and  fuper- 
fiuities,  while  thoufands  and  tens  of  thoofands 
want  the  necelTarics  of  life,  who  might  be  re* 
lieved  by  them,,  and  ibeir  diftrefles,  at  fuch  a 
time  as  this,  ,ip  fome  degree  fbfteped,  by  the 
adminiftefitig  fuitable  things ! 

Second-day  morning,  the  apothecary,  who 
appeared  very  anxious  to  affift  him,  being 
prefent,  he  queried  ,  about  the  probability  of 
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fach  a  load  of  matter  being  thrown  off  his 
weak  body  ;  and,  the  apothecary  making  fome 
remarks  implying  he  thought  it  might,  he 
•fpoke  with  an  audible  voice  on  this  wife :  •— 
My  dependence  is  on  the  JLord  Jefus,  who,  I 
;  truft,  will  forgive  my  fins,  which  is  all  I  hope 
for}  and,  if  it  be  his  will  to  raife  up  this  body 
again,  I  am  content }  and,  if  to  die,  I  am  re- 
figned }  and,  if  thou  canfl  not  be  eafy  with- 
put  trying  to  affift  nature,  l’'-‘fubmit. '  After 
-which  his  throat  was  fo  much  affedted,  that 
it  was  very  difficult  for  him  to*  fpeak  fo  *  as  to 
be  bnderftood  }  and  he  frequently  wrote  when 
.he  wanted  any  thing.  About  the  feeond  hour, 
on  fourth-day  morning,  he  aflced  for  pen  and 
■  ink,  and,  at  feveral  times,  ‘  with  much  diffi¬ 
culty,  wrote  thus;  I  believe*  my  being  heresis 
-in  the  wifdom  of  Chrift  s  rknow^not-as-to  life 
or  death.  us  i'  j'tS'? 

About  a  quarter  before  fixi  .the  fame  morb- 
ing,  he  feemcd  to  fall  into  an  eafy  fleep,  which 
continued  about  half  an  hour  ;  when/  feeming 
to  awake,  he  breathed  a  few  tirnes 'with  more 
,  difficulty,  and  expired,  without  figh,  groan,  or 
ftrugglel  s 
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James  iii.  1 7. 

I’he  ’wifdoniy  that  is  from  above y  is  firfl  pure^ 
then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafy  to  be  int rented,- 
full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partia¬ 
lity  and  without  hypocrify. 


INTRODUCTION. 

IWfT  mind  hath  often  been  affeSied  with  for- 
■*  row,  on  account  of  the  prevailing  of  that 
fpirit,  which  leads  from  an  humble  waiting  on 
the  inward  teaching  of  Chrif,  to  purfue  ways 
of  living,  attended  with  unnecejjary  labour, 
and  which  draws  forth  the  minds  of  many  peo- 
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pk  to  feek  after  outward  po%ver^  ajid  to  flrive 
for  riches^  which  frequently  introduce  opprefjion^ 
xifid  bring  forth  wars  and  grievous  calamities,  ' 
It  is  with  reverence  that  I  acknowledge  the 
mercies  of  cur  beavenh  Fathery  wko^  in  infinite 
love,  did  me  in<my  youth,  and  ywr ought  a 
belief  in  me,  that  through  true  obedience  a  fate 
of  inward  purity  may'be^known  in  this  life,  in 
which  npe  may  love,  mankind-  in  the  fame  love 
with  which  bur  Ttedeemer  lodt^th  us,  and  there¬ 
in  learn  refignaiion  to  endur.-e.  bardjioips  for  the 
real  good  of  others. 

.c  <1  While  the’"' eye  is  fingle,'  the  vohoU  -body  4S 
full  of  light,"  Mat.  vi.  22.  but,  for  want  of 
this,  felffh''ffefires,"and^’-dn  imaginary  fuperiori- 
ty,  darken  the  mind ;  hence  injufiice  frequently 
proceeds-,  andY-where~thiTTs-  the  ~cafe,  to  'Con¬ 
vince  the  judgement  is  the  mofl  efeSfual  remedy. 
Where  violent  me'afures" are  ptirfued  in  oppofing 
injuflicef  the.  paf tons  and  refentmenis  'of  t  Pd  in¬ 
jured  'frequently'^  operate  in  the  projecution,  of 
their  defigns:-, '  and,  after.-.  confiB.s  produBive  of 
very  great  calamities,  the-,  minds  of  contending 
parties  often  remain  as  little  acquainted  with 
the  pur e  printtplf'lf  dTvine'llve,' as  they  were 
before-,  but  where  people  walk  in  that  pure 
light  in-  which  all  their  “  works  are  wirought 
“  in,  Godf ,  John  iii.  21,  and  under  opprefjim' 
perfevere  in  the' meek  fpirit,  and  abide  firm  in 
the  caufe  of  tridh,  without  aefivefy  complying 
with  oppreffve  demands,  through  tbefe  "  the. 
'Lord  'hath  'often  manifejied  bis  'power,  in  open¬ 
ing  the  underfiandings  oj  others,  to  the  promo¬ 
ting  rightccufefs  in  the  earth, 

A  time^ 


I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  Q^N.  .213 

A  time^  I  believe^  is  corning^  wherein  this 
divine  work  will  fo  fpread  and  prevaily  thdt 
Nation  Jhall  not  lift  up  fword  againji  natioHy 
nor  learn  war  any  *moref  IfaiaK  i.i}  4.  And 
as  wCy  through  the  tender  merCtes  6f  Gody  do 
feel  that  this  precious  work  is  begun y  I  am  con-- 
cerned  to  encourage  my  brethrtn  andjijiers  in  a 
holy  care  and  dihgpiccy  "that  each  of  ys  may  jo 
live,  under  the  fanSlifytng  power  of  truthy  as 
to  be  redeemed  from  all  unnecejjary  cares  \  that 
our  eye  being  fingle  fo  hi?7iy  no  cuftomSy  however 
prevalenfy -which^ are  ^contrary  to  the  wifdom 
from  above ^  may  hinder  us  from  faithfulh  fol^ 
lowing  his  holy  kadingSy  in  whatjoever  he  may 
gracioujly  appoint  for  its.  .  - 


*  >  If*-, 

•  •  '  i  ■  .W  V  /  ,  '  •  -  " 

•  ^  \  '  -.V  '  ’  ■  '  ■; 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

•  "V  .  ^  ^  » 

'r  -  ^  ^ 

ON 

PURE  WISDOM 

V  . 

^  1 

♦ 

AND  -V 

HUMAN  POLICY.' 

V 

^  S  fettled  in  the  Lord, 

I  and  not  to  feek  after  nor  defire  out- 
ward  treafures,  any  farther  than  his 
Holy  Spirit  leads  us  therein,  is  a  happy  ftate  ; 
as  faith  the  prophet,  “  Blelfed  is  the  man  that 
“  trufteth  in  the  Lord,  and  whofe  hope  the 
Lord  is.” 

Pure  wifdom  leads  people  into  lowlinefs  of 
mind,  in  which  they  learn  refignation  to  the 
divine  will,  and  contentment  in  fufifering  for 
his  caufe,  when  they  cannot  keep  a  clear  con- 
fcience  without  fufFering. 

In  this  pure  vvifdom  the  mind  is  attentive  to 
the  root  and  original  fpring  of  motions  and  de- 
lires  i  and,  as  we  know  “  the  Lord  to  be  our 
refuge,”  and  find  no  fafety  but  in  humbly 
walking  before  him,  we  feel  a  holy  engage¬ 
ment,  that  every  defire  which  leads  therefrom 
may  be  brought  to  judgement. 

While  we  proceed  in  this  precious  way, 
and  find  ardent  longings  for  a  full  deliverance 

froni 
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•*  ^  '' 

from  every  thing  which  defiles,  all  profpedts 
of  gain,  that  are  not  confiftent  with  the  wif- 
dom  from  above,  are  confidered  as  fnares  ,  and 
an  inward  concern  is  felt,  that  we  may  live  un- 
'der  the  crofs,  and  faithfully  attend  to  that  tioly 
fpirit  which  is  fufficient  to  preferve  out  of 
them. 

When  I  have  confidered  that  faying  of  Chrift, 
Matt.  vi.  10,  “  Lay  not  up  for  yourfelves 
“  treafures  upon  earth,”  his  omnipotence  hath 
often  occurred  to  my  mind. 

While  we  believe  that  he  is  every  where  pre- 
fent  with  his  people,  and  that  perfedt  goodnefs, 
wifdom,  and  power,  are  united  in  him,  how 
comfortable  is  the  cqnfideration  1 

Our  wants  may  be  great,  but  his  power 
is  greater.  We  may  be  opprelfed  and  defpi* 
fed,  but  he  is  able  to  turn  our  patient  fuffer^. 
ings  into  profit  to  ourfelves,  and  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  his  work  on  earth.  His 
people,  who  feel  the  power  of  his  crofs,  to 
crucify  all  that  is  felfilh  in  them,  who  are 
engaged  in  outward  concerns,  from  a  con- 
vincement  that  it  is  their  dutyj  and  refign 
themfelvcs,  and  their  treafures,  to  him  j  thefe 
feel  that  it  is  dangerous  to  give  way  td  that 
in  us,  which  craves  riches  and  greatnefs  in 
th  is  world. 

As  the  heart,  truly  contrite,  earneftly  de¬ 
fires  “  to  know  Chrift,  and  the  iellowfhip 
“  of  his  fulferings,”  Phil.  iii.  lo.  fo  far  as 
the  Lord  for  gracious  ends  may  lead  -  into 
them  ;  as  fuch  feel  that  it  is  their  intereft  to 
put  their  truft  in  God,  and  to  feek  no  gain 

P  4  but 
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but  that  which  he,  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  leads 
into;  fo,  on  the  contrary,  they  who  do  not 
reverently  wait  for  this  divine  teacher,  and 
are  not  humbly  concerned,  according  to  their 
meafure,  “  to  fill  up  that  which  is  behind  of 
*'  the  afflidlions  of  -Chrift:,”-  Col.  i.  24,  in 
patiently  fuflfering  for  the  promoting  righte- 
oufnefs  in  the  earth,  but  have  an  eye  toward 
the  power  of  men,  and  the  outward  advan¬ 
tage  of  wealth,  thefe  are  often  attentive  to 
thofe  employments  which  appear  profitable, 
even  though  the  gains  arife  from  fuch  a  trade 
and  bufinefs  which  proceed  from  the  work¬ 
ings  of  that  fpirit,  which  is  eftranged  from 
the  felf-denying  life  of  an  humble  contrite 
chfiftian. 

'  While  I  write  on  this  fubjeft,  I  feel  my 
mind  tenderly'  affcdled  toward  thofe  honeftly- 
difpofed  people,  who  have  been  brought  up 
in  (employments  attended  with  thofe  diffi¬ 
culties. 

To  fuch  1  may  fay,  in  the  feeling  of  our 
heavenly  Father’s  love,  and  number  myfclf 
with  them.  Oh  !  that  our  eyes  may  be  fingle  to 
the  Lord  !  may  we  reverently  wait  on  him 
for  ftrength,  to  lay  afide  all  unnecelfary  ex¬ 
pence  of  every  kind,  and  learn  contentment 
in  a  plain  fimple  life. 

May  we,  in  lowlinefs,  fubmit  to  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  his  fpirit,  and  enter  upon  any  out- 
w'ard  employ  which  he  gracioufly  points  cut 
to  us,  and  then  whatever  difficulties  arife,  in 
’confecjuence  of  our  faithfulnefs,  I  truft  they 
will  work  for  our  good. 

Small 
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•  Small  treafure  to  a  refigned  mind  is  fuS- 
dent.  How  happy  is  it  to  be  content'  with 
a  little,  to  live  in  humility,  and  feel  that  in 
us,  which  breathes  out  this  language,  Abba! 

Father !  .  •  , 

If  that,  called  the  wifdom  of  this  world, 

had  no  refemblance  of  true  wifdcrn,  the  name 
of  wifdom,  I  fuppofe,  had  not  been, given 

to  it. 

As  wafting  outward  fubftance,  to  gratify 
vain  deftres,  on  one  hand ;  fo  flothfulnefs 
and  negledl,  on  the  other,  do  often  involve 
men  and  their  families  in  trouble,  and  reduce 
them  to  want  and  diftrefs;  to  ftaun  both  thefe 
oppofite  vices  is  good  in  itlelf,  and  hath  a 
refemblance  of  wifdom ;  but  while  people, 
thus  provident,  have  it  principally  in.view  to 
get  riches  and  power,  and  the  friendftiip  of 
this  world,  and  do  not  humbly  wait  for  the 
fpirit  of  truth  to  lead  them  in  purity ;  thefe, 

'  through  an  anxious  care  to  obtain  the  end 
defired,  reach  forth  for  gain  in  worldly  wii- 
dom,  and,  in  regard  to  their  inward  ftate, 
fall  into  divers  temptations  and  fnares.  And 
though  fuch  may  think  of  apply.ng  wealth 
to  good  purpofes,  and  to  ufe  their  power  to 
prevent  oppreffion,  yet  wealth  and  power  are 
often  applied  otherwife;  nor  can  we  depart 
from  the  leadings  of  our  holy  fhepherd,  with¬ 
out  going  into  confulion. 

Great  wealth  is  freejnendy  attended  with 
power,  which  nothing  but  divine  love  can 
qualify  the  mind  to  ufe  rightly;  and,  as  to 
the  humility  and  uprightuefs  of  our  chil¬ 
dren 
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dren  after  us,  how  great  is  the  uncertainty ! 


If,  in  acquiring  wealth,  we  take  hold  on  the 
wifdom  which  is  from  beneath,  and  depart 
from  the  leadings  of  truth,  and  example  our 
children  herein,  we  have  great  caufe  to  appre¬ 
hend  that  wealth  may  be  a  fnare  to  them,  and 
prove  an  injury  to  others,  over  whom  their 
wealth  may  give  them  power. 

To  be  redeemed  from  that  wifdom  which 
is  from  beneath,  and  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
Lord,  is  a  precious  iituation :  thus  his  people 
are  brought  to  put.their  truft  in  him  j  and,  iij 
this  humble  confidence  in  his  wifdom,  good- 
ncfs,  and  power,  the  righteous  find  a  refuge  in 
adverfities,  fuperior  to  greateft  outward  helps, 
and  a  comfort  more  certain  than  any  worldly 
advantages  can  afford. 


On  labour. 


AVING,  from  my  childhood,  been  ufed 


11  to  bodily  labour  for  a  living,  I  may  ex- 
prefs  my  experience  therein. 

Right  exercife  affords  an  innocent  pleafure 
in  the  time  of  it,  and  prepares  us  to  enjoy  the- 
fweetnefs  of  reft  j  but,  from  the  extremes  each 
way,  arife  inconveniences. 

Moderate  exercife  opens  the  pores,  gives 
the  blood  a  lively  circulation,  and  the  better 
enables  us  to  judge  rightly  refpetfting  that 
portion  of  labour  which  is  the  true  medium. 


“  The 
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“  The  fowls  of  the  air  fow  not,  nor  gather 
"  into  barns,  yet  our  heavenly  Father  feed- 
“  eth  them,”  Matt.  vi.  26  ;  nor  do  I  believe 
that  infinite  goodnefs  and  power  would  havd 
allotted  labour  to  us,  had  he  not  feen  that  la¬ 
bour  was  proper  for  us  in  this  life. 

The  original  defign  and  true  medium  of  la-» 
hour  are  fubjefts  that,  to  me,  appear  worthy 
of  our  ferious  confideration. 

Idle  men  are  often  a  burden  to  themfelves, 
negledt  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  families,  and 
become  burthenfome  to  others  allb. 

..  As.  outward  labour  tends  to  our  health,  and 
adds  to  our  happinefs  in  this  life,  fo,  on  the 
contrary,  entering  upon  it  in  a  felfifh  fpirit,  and 
purfuing  it  too  long  or  too  hard,  have  a  con¬ 
trary  eftedf.  *  ’  . 

I  have  obferved,  that  too  much  labour  not 
only  makes  the  underftanding  dull, -but  fo  in¬ 
trudes  upon  the  harmony  of  the  body,  that, 
after  ceafing  from  our  toil,  we  have  another  to 
pafs  through,  before  we  can  be  fo  compofed  as 
to  enjoy  the  fweetnefs  of  reft.  '  v* 

.  From  too  much  labour  in  the  heat  fre¬ 
quently  proceed  immoderate  fweats  j  which  do 
often,  I  believe,  open  the  way  for  diforders, 
and  impair  our  conftitutions.  •; 

When  we  go  beyond  the  true  medium, ^ 
and  feel  wearinefs  approaching,  but  think 
bufinefs  may  fulfer  if  w^e  ceafe,  at  fuch  a 
time  fpirituous  liquors  are  frequently  taken,, 
with  a  view  to  fupport  nature  under  thefe  fa¬ 
tigues.  ,  i 

I  have 
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I  have  found  that  too  much  labour,  in  the 
fummer,  heats  the  blood  ;  that  taking  ftrong 
drink,  to  fupport  the  body  under  fuch  labour,' 
increafeth  that  heat  ;  and  that,  though  a  per- 
fon  may  be  fo  far  temperate  as  not  to  manifeft 
the  lead:  diforder,;  yet  the  mind,  in  fuch  a  cir-, 
cumftance,  doth  not  retain  that  calmnefs  and' 
ferenity  which  we  ihould  endeavour  to  live 
in.  . 

V 

•  Thus  toiling  in  the  heat,  and  drinking 
drong  liquor,  make  men  more  refoluteand  lets 
confiderate,  and  tend  very  much  to  difqualify 
from  fuccefsfully  following  him  who  is  meek 
and  low  of  heart. 

As  laying  out  bufinefs,  more  than  is  con¬ 
fident  with  pure  wifdom,  is  an  evil,  fo  this 
evil  frequently  leads  into  more.  Too  much 
bufinefs  leads  to  hurry.  In  the  hurry  and 
toil  too  much  drong  drink  is  often  ufed  j  and 
hereby  many  proceed  to  noife  and  wanton- 
nefs,  and  fome,  though  more  confiderate,  do 
often  differ  lofs,  as  to  a  true  compofednefs  of 
mind. 

■  J  feel  fincere  defires  in  my  heart,  that  no 
rent,  nor  intered,  might  be  laid  fo  high  as* 
to  be  a  fnare  to  tenants  :  that  no  defires  of 
gain  may  draw  any  too  far  in  bufinefs  :  that 
no  cares,  to  fupport  cudoms  which  have  not 
their  foundation  in  pure  wifdom,  may  have 
place  in  our  minds  j  but  that  we  may  build 
on  the  fure  Foundation,  and  feel  our  holy 
Shepherd  to  lead  us,  who.  alone  is  able  toprc- 
ferve  us,  and  bring  forth  from  every  thing 
which  defiles. 

Having 
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Having  feveral  times,  in  my  travels,  had 
opportunity  to  obferve  the  labour  and  mai^ner 
of  life  of  great  numbers  of  flaves,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  true  medium  is  lamentably  ne- 
gledted  by  many  who  aflign  them  theii  portion 

of  labour. 

-Without  'faying  much,  at  this  time,  con- 
jcerning  buying  and  felling  men,  for  term  of 
life,  who  have  as  juft  a  right  to  liberty  as  we 
have  '5  nor  about  the  great  mifcries  and  cf— 
fuliori,  of '.blood,  confequent  on  promoting  the 
Have-trade  ;  and  to  fpeak  as  favourably  as 
may  be, -'with  regard  to'  continuing  thofe  in 
bondage  who  are  amongft  us,  —  we  cannot  fay 
there  is  no  partiality  in  it  ;  for,  whatever  ten- 
dernels  may  be  manifefted  by  individuals,  in 
their  life-time,  toward  them,  'yet  for  people 
to  be  tranfmitted,  from  a  man  to  his  pofterity, 
in  the  helplefs  condition  of  Haves,  appears  in- 
confiftent  with  the  nature  of  the  gofpqi-fpi- 
rit.  From  fuch  proceedings  it  often  lo'llows, 
that  perfbns  in  the  decline  of  life  are  oe- 
prived  of  monies  equitably  due  to  them,  and 
committed  to  the  care,  and  fubjeded  to  the 
abfolute  power,  of  young  unexperienced  men, 
'who  know  but  little  about  the  weaknefs  of  old 
age,  nor  underltand  the  language  of  declining 
life. 

Where  parents  give  their  eftates  to  their 
child  I  en,  and  then  depend  on  them  for  a 
■  'maintenance,  they  fonietimes  meet  with  great 
inconveniences  ;  but,  if  the  power  of  pefl'ef- 
fion,  thus  obtained,  doth  often  reverfe  the 
obligations  of  gratitude  and  filial  duty,  and 

makes 
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makes  manifeft,  that  youth  are  often  igho- 
rant  of  the  language  of  old  age,  how  hard  is 
the  cafe  of  antient  Negroes,  who,  deprived 
of  the  wages  equitably  due  to  them,  are  left 
to  young  people,  who  have  been  ufed  to  look 
upon  them  as  their  inferiors ! 

For  men  to  behold  the  fruits  of  their  labour 
withheld  from  them,  and  poffelfed  by  others, 
and  in  old  age  find  themfelves  deftitute  of 
thofe  comfortable  accommodations,  and  that 
tender  regard  which  their  time  of  life  re¬ 
quires  : 

-When  they  feel  pains,  and  ftiffnefs  in  their 
joints  and  limbs,  weaknefs  of  appetite,  and 
that  a  little  labour  is  wearifome,  and  ftill  be¬ 
hold  themielves  irl  the  neglecfted  uncomfortable 
condition  of  a  Have,  and  oftentimes  to  a  young 
unlympathifing  man : 

For  men  to  be  thus  treated  from  one  gene¬ 
ration  to  another,  who,  befides  their  own 
diftrefies,  think  on  the  fiavery  entailed  on 
their  pofterity,  and  are  grieved,  what  dif- 
agreeable  thoughts  muft  they  have  of  the 
profelfed  followers  of  Jefus !  and  how  muft 
their  groans  afcend  to  that  almighty  Being, 
who  “  will  be  a  refuge  for  the  oppreffed  !’’ 
Pfaimix.  9. 
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On  schools. 


Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and 
■  forbid  them  not ;  for  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of 
' Markx.  14. 

TO  encourage  children  to  do  things  with 
a  view  to  get  praifc  of  men  to  me  ap¬ 
pears  an  obftrudtion  to  their  being  inwardly 
acquainted  with  the  fpirit  of  truth.  For  it  ' 
is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  direct  the' 
mind-  to  God,  that  in  all  our  proceedings 
we  may  have  a  fingle  eye  to  him.  To.  give 
alms  in  fecret,  to  faft  in  fecret,  and  labour 
to  keep  clear  of  that  difpofition  reproved,  by 
our  Saviour,  “  But  all  their  works  they  do' 
“  for  to  be  feen  of  men,”  Matt,  xxiii.  5.  : 

>  That  divine  light  which  enlightens  all  men, 

I- believe,  does  often  fliine  in  the  minds  of 
children  very  early,  and  to  humbly  wait  for 
wifdom,  that  our  condudl  toward  them  may 
tend  to  forward  their  acquaintance  with  it, 
and  ftrengthen  them  in  obedience  thereto, 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  duty  on  all.  - 

By  eherilhing  the  fpirit  of  pride,  and  the 
love  of  praife  in  them,  I  believe  they  may 
fometitnes  improve  fafter  in  learning,  than 
otherwife  they  would  ;  but  to  take  meafures 
to  forward  children  in  learning,  which  na¬ 
turally  tend  to  divert  their  minds  from  true 
humility,  appears  to  me  to  favour  of  the  wifdom 
of  this  world. 


If 
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If  tutors  are  not  acquainted  with  fandtifi- 
cation  ot  fpirit,  nor  experienced  in  .an 'hum¬ 
ble  waiting  for  the  leadings  of  truth,  but 
follow.’ the'  maxims-  of  the  -wifdom  of-  this, 
world,  fuch  children, '  as  are;  under  their  tu¬ 
ition,  appear  to  me  to  be  in  danger  of  im¬ 
bibing  thoughts  and  apprehenfions  reverfe  to 
that,  meekhcfs  and -lowlinefs  of  heart  which^ 
are  neceflary  foi"  all  the  true  followers  of 
Chrift.-  •  •  :  .  ■  - . 

Children j  at  an  age  fit  for  fchools,  are  in  a 
time  of  life  (Which  requires  the  patient  atten-. 
tion  of  pious  people  j  •  and,"  if  we  commit  them 
to  the  tuition  of  fuch.  whole  minds  we  be¬ 
lieve  are  not  fightly  prepared  to  “  train  them 

.up 'in  .the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the.,. 
“  Xord,”  we  are  in  danger  of  not  adting  the 
part  of  faithful  parents  toward  them  ;  for 
our  he'avenly  Father  doth  not'coe.quire.  us  to 
do  evil  that  good  -may  come  of  it  j  and  it  is 
needful  that  ,we  deeply  examine  ourfelves, 
left  we  get  entangled  in  the  wifdom  of  this; 
world,  and,  through  wrong  apprehenfions, 
take  fuch  methods, ,  in  education,  as  may 
prove  a  great  injury  to  the  minds  of  ourchil-. 
dren.'  ‘  . 

It  is  a  lovely  fight  to  behold  innocent  chil-' 
dren  !  and  whemthey  are  fent  to  fuch  fchools 
where  their  tender  minds  are  in  imminent  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  led  aftray  by  tutors  who  do  not 
live  a  felfrdenying  life,  or  by  the  converfation 
of  fuch  children  as  do  not  live  in  innocence, 
it  is  a  cafe  much  to  be  lamented,  . 

While 

' 

*•> 
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While  a  pious  tutor  hath  the  cliargd  of  nO 
thore  children  than  he  can  take  due  care  of* 
and  keeps  his  authority  in  the  truth,  the 
good  fpirit,'  in  which  he  leads  and  governs, 
works  on  the  minds  of  fuch  as  are  not  hard* 
ened,  and  his  labours  not  only  tend  to  bring 
them  forward  in  outward  learning,  but  tO 
open  their  underflandings  with  refpCft  to 
the  true  Cbriftian  life  :  but,  where  a  perfon 
hath  charge  of  too  many,  and  his  thoughts 
and  time  are  fo  much  employed,  in  the  out¬ 
ward  affairs  of  his  fchool,  that  he  does  not 
fo  weightily  attend  to  the  fpirit  and  condudt 
of  each  individual  as  to  be  enabled  to  admi- 
iiifter  rightly  to  all,  in  due  feafon  j  through 
fueh  omiffion,  he  not  only  fuffers,  as  to  the 
ftate  of  his  own'  mind,  but  the  minds  of  the 
children  are  in  danger  of  fuffering  alfoi 

To  watch  the  fpirit  of  children,  to  nurture 
them  in  gofpel  love,  and  to  laboilr  to  help  them 
ggainft  that  which  would  mar  the  beauty  of* 
their  minds,  is  a  debt  we  oWe  them  ;  and  t 
faithful  performance  of  our  duty  not  only 
tends  to  their  lafting  b'eneht  and  our  o.wh 
peace,  but  alfo  to  render  their  company  agreef- 
able  to  us. 

Inftrudtion,  thus  adminiftered,  reaches 
the  pure  witnefs  in  the  minds  of  fuch  chil¬ 
dren  as  are  not  hardened,  and  begets  love  in 
them  toward  thofe  who  thus  lead  them  on  : 
blit,  where  too  great  a  number  is  commuted 
to  a  tutor,  and  he,  through  much  cumber, 
omits  a  careful  attention  to  the  minds  of  chil¬ 
dren,  there  is  danger  of  difordcrs  g-;dually 

increafing 
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increafing  amongft  them,  till  the  effeds  there* 
of  appear  in  their  condud,  too  ftrong  to  be 
eafily  remedied. 

,  A  care  hath  lived  on  my  mind,  that  more 
time  might  be  employed  by  parents,  at  home, 

•  and  by  tutors,  at  fchool,  in  weightily  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  fpirit  and  inclinations  of  children, 
and  that  we  'may  fo  lead,  inftrud,  and  go¬ 
vern,  them,  in  this  tender  part  of  life,'  that' 
nothing  may  be  omitted,  in  our  power,  to 
help  them  on  their  way  to  become  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  our  Father,  who  is  in  heaven. 

Meditating  on  the  fituation  of  fchools,'  in 
our  provinces,  my  mind  hath,  at  times,  been 
afFeded  with  forrow  j  and,  under  thefe  exer- 
cifes,  it  hath  appeared  to  me,  that,  if  thofe, 
who  have  large  eftates,  were  faithful  ’  flew- 
ards,  and  laid  no  rent,  nor  intereft,  nor  other 
demand,  higher  than  is  confiftent  with  uni- 
verfal  love';  and  if  thofe,  in  lower  circumftaii* 
ces,  would,  under  a  moderate  employ,  fhun 
unneceffary  expence,  even  to  the  fmalleft  ar¬ 
ticle,  arid  all  unite  in  humbly  feeking  to  the 
Lord,  he  would  gracioully  inftrud  us  and 
ftreogtben  us  to  relieve  the  youth  from 
various  fnares,  in  which  many  of  them  are 
entangled. 


( 
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OUTWARD  Gifts. 


t  V 

AS  our  underftandings  arCjOpened  by  tbs 
pure  light,  we  experience  that,,  through, 
an  inward  approaching  to  God,  the  mind  is 
ftrengthened  in  obedience  ;  and  that,  by  gra¬ 
tifying  thofe  delires  which  are  .not  of  his  be¬ 
getting,  thofe  apiproaches  to  him  are  obftrucla* 
cd,  and  the  deceivable  fpirit  gains  ftrength. 

Thefe  truths  being  as  it  were  engraven 
upon  our  hearts,  and  our  everlafting  intcrefi, 
in-Chrift  evidently  concerned  herein,  we  be¬ 
come  fervently  engaged,  that,  nothing  mav 
be  nourithed  which  tends  to  feed  pride  or 
ielf-love  in  us.  Thus,  in  pure. obedience,  we 
are  not  only  inftrutfled  in  our  duty  to  Godj 
but  alfo  in  the  affairs  which .  neceflarily  re**, 
late  to  this  life,  and  the  fpirit  of,truthj  which 
guides  into  all  truth,  leavens.. the  mind  vvith 
a  pious  concern,  that  “  whatfoever  we  do,  in 
V  word  or  deed,  may  be  done  in  his  jname.’f 

CoK  lU.  17.  .  ^  S 

Hence  luch  buildings,  furniture,  food,,an(l 
taiment,  as  beft  anfwer  our  neceffities,  and; 
are  the  leaft  likely  to  feed  that  "felliili  .rpirit 
which  is  our  enemy,  are  the  molf  acceptable 
to  us. 

In  this  date  the  mind  is  tender,  and  in- 


I  'I 


wardly  watchful,  that  the  love  of  gain  dra\y 
us  Dot  into  any  bulinefs,  which  may  weaken 
our  love  to  our  heavenly  Father,  or  brin<r  un-i^ 
necelTary  trouble  to  any  of  his  creaturcsf* 

Thus 
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' 'Thus  the  way  gradually  opens  to  ceafe 
from  that  fpirit,  which  craves  riches  and  things 
fetched  far,  which  fo  mixeth  vvith  the  cuf- 


toms  of  this  world,  and  fo  intrudes  upon 
the  triie  harmony  of  life,  that  the  right  me¬ 
dium  of  labour  is  very  much  departed  from. 
And,  as  the  minds  of  people  are  fettled  in  a 
fteady  concern  'not  to  hold  nor  poffefs  any 
thing  bat  vvhat  may  be  held  confiftent  with 
the  wifdom  from  above,  they  confider  what 
they  pojfefs  as  the  gift  of  God,  and  are  in-  - 
xVardly  ftcercifed,  that  in  all  parts  of  their 
conduct  they  may  aft  agreably  to  the  nature 
'^of  the  peaceable  government  of  Chrift. 

A  little  fupports  fuch  a  lifej  an^  i^^ftate 
truly  rcfigned  to  the  Lord,  the  rye^Jj^gle, 
to  fee  w'hat  outward  employ  he  rtads  iiRto, 
as  a  means  of  our  fubhftence,  and  a  lively 
care  is  maintained  to  hold  to  that  without 
launching  farther. 

There  is  a  harmony  in  the  feveral  parts  of 
this  divine  work  in  the  hearts  of  people  5 
he,  who  leads  them  to  ceafe  from  thofe  gain¬ 
ful  employments,  carried  on  in  that  wifdom 
tvhich  is  from  beneath,  delivers  alfo  from  the 
defire  after  worldly  greatnefs,  and  reconciles 
\  the  mind  to'a  life  fo  plain,  that  a  little  doth 


% 


fuffice. 

Hef<j  the  real  comforts  of  life  are  not  lef- 
fened.¥"  Moderate  exercife,  in  the  way  of  true 
wifdom,  is  pleafant  both  to  mind  and  body. 

Food  and  raiment  fofficient,  though  in  the 
gFeateft  fimplicity,  is  accepted  with  content 
and  gratitude. 

,  ^  The 
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The  mutual  love,  fubfifting  between  the 
faithful  followers  of  Chrift,  is  more  pure  thari 
that  friendlhip  which  is  not  feafoned  with 
humility,  how  fpecious  Toever  the  appear¬ 
ance. 

Where  people  depart  from  pure  wifdom  in 
one  cafe,  it  is  often  an  introduction  to  depart 
from  it  in  many  more ;  and  thus  a  ■  fpirit 
which  feeks  for  outward  greatnefs,  and  leads 
into  worldly  wifdom  to  attain  it  and  fupport 
it,  gets  polfeffion  of  the  mind. 

In  beholding  the  cuftomary’ departure  from 
the  true  medium  of  labour,  and  that  unne- 
ceffary  toil  which  many  go  through,  in  fup- 
porting  outward  greatnefs,  and  procuring 
delicacies : 

In  beholding  how  the  true  calmnefs  of  life 
is  changed  into  hurry,-  and  that  many,  by 
eagerly  purfuing  outward  treafure,  are  in 
great  danger  of  withering  as  to  the  inward 
hate  of  the  mind: 

In  meditating  on  the  works  of  this  fpirit, 
and  on  the  defolations  it  makes  amongft  the 
profelTors  of  chriftianity:  I  may  thankfully 
acknowledge,  that  I  often  feel  pure  love  be¬ 
get  longings  in  my  heart,  for  the  .exaltation 
of  the  peaceable  -  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  an 
.engagement  to  labour  according  to  .the  gift 
beftowed  on  me,  for  the  promoting  an  hum¬ 
ble,  plain,  temperate,-  way  o;f  living  :  a  life, 
where  no  unneceflary  cares  nor  expences 
may  encumber  our  minds,  nor  leften  our  a^ 
bility  to  do  good ;  where  no  defires  after 
riches,  or  greatnefs,  may  lead  into  hard  deal- 

0^3  ingJ 
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ing  5^  where '^no  connexions  with  worldly- 
minded  nieri"  may  abate  our  love  to  God, 
nor  weaken  a  true  ^eal  for  righteoufnefs :  a 
ire,  wnerein  we  'may  diligently  labour  for 
refi^necinefs  to  do,  and  fuffer,  whatever  our 
heavenly  Father  may  allot  for  us,  in  recon¬ 
ciling  the  world  to  himfelf. 

^  When  the  prophet  Ifaiah  had  uttered  his 
vifion,  and  declared  that  a  time  was  coming 
wherein  “  fwords  Ihould  be  beat  into  plough- 
(hares,  and  fpears  into  pruning-hooks>  and 
that  nation  (hould  not  lift  up  fword  againd 
nation,  nor  learn  war  any  more  j”  he  im¬ 
mediately  direXs  the  minds  of  people  to  the 
divine  Teacher 'in  this  remarkable  language, 
“  O  houfe  of  Jacob,  come  ye  and  let  us  walk 
in  the  light  of  the  Lord.”  Jfaiah  ii.  5. 

To  wait  for  the  direXion  of  this  Light,  in 
all  temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  concerns,  ap- 
oears  neceffaryj  for  if  in  any  cafe  we  enter 
dghtly  into  ternporal  affairs,  without  feeling 
this  fpirit  of  truth  to  open  our  way  therein, 
and  through  the  Iqve  of  this  world  proceed 
oh,  and  feek  for  gain  by  that  bufinefs,  or 
traffic,  which  is  not  of  the  Father,  hut  of 
the  world,”  I  John  ii,  16,  we  fail  in  our 
teftimony  to  the  purity  and  peace  of  bis  go-» 
vernment,  and  get  intoi  that  which  is  for 
(fhaftifement. 

This  matter  hath  lain  heavy  on  my  mind, 
it  being  evident,  that  a  life  lefs  bumble,  lefs 
fimple  and  plain,  than  that  which  Chrift 
leads  his  Cheep  into,  does  neceflarily  require 
^  fuppoxt,  which  pure  wifdom  does  not  pro¬ 
vide 
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vide  for ;  hence  there  is  no  probability  of  our 
being  “  a  peculiar  people,  fo  zealous  of  good 

“  works,  as  to  have  no  fellowlhip  with  works 

“  of  darknefs,”  Titus  ii.  14*  Ephef.  v.  ir  . 
while  we  have  wants  to  fupply  which  have 
their  foundation  in  cuftom,  and  do  not  come 
within  the  meaning  of  thofe  expreflibns, 
your  heavenly  Father  knoweth  that  ye  have 
“  need  of  all  thefe  things.”  Matt.  vi.'32. 

Thefe  things  which  he  beholds  necelTary 
for  his  people,  he  fails  not  to  give  them  in 
his  own  way  and  timej  but  as  his  ways  are 
above  our  ways,  and  his  thoughts  above  our 
thoughts,  fo  imaginary  wants  are  different 
from  thefe  things  which  he  knoweth  that 
“  we  have,  need  of.” 

As  my  meditations  have  been  on  thefe 
things,  compaffion  hath  filled  rhy*  heart  to¬ 
ward  my  fellow-creatures,  involved  in  cuf; 
toms,  grown  up  in  “  the  wifdom  of  this 
“  world,  which  is  foolifhnefs  with  God," 
1  Cor.  iii.  19  ;  and  O  that  the  youth  maybe 
fo  thoroughly  experienced  in  an  humble 
walking  before  the  Lord,  that  they  may  be 
his  children,  and  know  him  to  be  their  re¬ 
fuge,  their  fafe  unfailing,  refuge !  through 
the  various  dangers  attending  this  uncertain 
Rate  of  being. 

If  thofe  whofe  minds  are  redeemed  from 

the  love  of  wealth,  and  who  are  content  vvith 

»■  .  ^ 

a  plain,  fimple,  way  of  living,  do  yet  find  that 
to  condudt  the  affairs  of  a  family,  without, 
giving  countenance  to  unrighteous  proceed- 

Q_4  ings 
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ings,  or  .having  fellowfhip  with  works  of 
^21  knels,  - -the  tnoft  diligent  care  is  neceffary  j 
If  cuftpms,  diftinguiihable  from  univerfal 
rjghteoulnels,  and  qppofite  to  the  true  felf- 
denying  life,  are  now  prevalent,  and  fo  mix¬ 
ed  with  -trade,  and  with  almoft  every  em¬ 
ploy,  that  it  is  only  through  humble  waiting 
on  the  inward  guidance  of  truth,  that  we 
may  reafonably  hope  to  walk  fafely,  and  fup-i^ 
poft  an  uniform  .teftimony  to  the  peaceable 
government  of  Chrifl ; 

I  If  this  be  the  caie,  how  lamentably  do 'they 
expofe  themfelves  to  temptations,  who  give 
way  to  the  love  of  riches,  conform  to  expen- 
five'  living,  and  reach  forth  for  gain,  to  fopr. 
port  cuftoms^  whiqh  pur  hply  Shepherd  leads 
Rptintp?  • 
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M I  c  A  H  V.  7, 

And  the  remnant  of  Jacob  fhall  be  in  the 
midji  of  many  people  as  a  dew  from  the  Lord, 
as  the  foowers  upon  the  grafs,  that  tarrieth 
tiot  for  man,  nor  waiteth  for  the  fans  of  men. 


INTRODUCTION. 

jAS  mankind  from  one  parent  are  divided  into 
many  families,  and  as  trading  to  fea  is 
greatly  increafed  within  a  few  ages  paf  j  amidjl 

this 
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th’s  extended  commerce,  how  necejfary  is  it  that 
the  prof ejfed  followers  of  Chrift  keep  facred  his 
holy  name,  and  be  employed  about  trade  and 
traffic  no  farther  than  jujlice  and  equity  evi¬ 
dently*  accompany !  that  we  may  give  no  juji 
caufe  of  offence  to  any,‘  however  dijlant  or  un¬ 
able  to  plead  their  own  caufe ;  and  may  cantinu- 
ally  keep  in  view  the  fpreading  of  the  true  and 
faving  knowledge  of  God,  and  his  fon  Je/ns 
Chriji,  amongji  our  fellow-creatures,  which, 
through  bis  infinite  love,  fome  feel  to  be  more 
precious  than  any  other  treafure. 
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AND  HOW  IT  IS  TO  BE  MAINTAINED. 

C  H  A  P,  I. 

i 

On  ferving  the  Lord  in  our  outward  employ*^ 

ments, 

I 

UNDER  the  humbling  difpenfationS 
of  the  Father  of  mercies,  I  have  felt 
an  inward  labour  for  the  good  of  my  fellow- 
creatures,  and  a  concern  that  the  holy  Spirit, 
which  alone  can  reftore  mankind  to  a  Rate  of 
true  harmony,  may  with  finglenefs  of  heart 
be  waited  for  and  followed. 

I  trult  there  are  many  under  that  vifitation, 
which,  if  faithfully  attended  to,  will  make 
them  quick  of  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  qualify  with  firmnefs  to  be  true 
patterns  of  the  chriftian  life,  who  in  living 
and  walking  may  hold  forth  an  invitation  to 
Others,  to  come  out  of  the  entanglements  of 
the  fpirit  of  this  world. 


And 
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And  that  which  I  feel  firfi:  to  exprefs  is  a 
care  for  thofe  who  are  in  circumftances  which 
appear  difficult,  with  refped:  to  fupporting 
their  farailies  in  a  way  anfwerable  to  purfe  wif- 
dom,  that  they  may  not  be  difcouraged,  but 
fetnembcr  that,  in  humbly  obeying  the  lead¬ 
ing  of  Chrift,  he  owneth  us  as  his  friends  ^ 
“Ye  are  my  friends  if  •  ye  do  whatfoever  I 

command  you  and  to  be  a  friend  to 
Chrift  is  to  be  united  to  him  who  hath  all 
power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  ;•  and,  though  a 
werman  may  forget  her  fucking  child,  yet  will 
he  not  forget  his  faithful  ones. 

.  The  condition  of  many  who  dwell  in  cities 
hath  often  affedled  me  with  a  brotherly  fym- 
|Salhy,  attended  with  a  defire  that  refigna- 
tion  may  be  laboured  for ;  and,  where  the  ho- 
’ly  Leader  diredleth  to  a  country-life,  or  fomc 
change  of  employ,  he  may  be  faithfully  fol¬ 
lowed  ;  for,  under  the  refining  hand' of  the 
Lord,  I  have  feen  that  the  inhabitants  of  fomp 
cities  are  greatly  increafed,  through  fome 
branches  of  bufinefs  which  his  holy  Spirit 
doth  not  lead  into ;  and  that  being  entangled 
in  thefe  thing's  tends  to  bring  a  cloud  over 
the  minds  of  people  convinced  of  the  leadings 
of  this  holy  Leader,  and  obftrudls  the  coming 
of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  on  earth  as  it  is  in 
heaven. 

Now,  if  we  indulge  a  defire  to  imitate  our 
neighbours  in  thofe  things  which  harmonise 
not  with  the  true'  Chriftian  walking,  thefe 

entanglements  may  hold  faft  to  us,  and  fome, 

•who. 
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who,  in  an  awakening  time,  feel  tender  fcru- 
pies,  with  refpedi  to  their  manner  of  life, 
may  look  on  the  example  of  others  more  no¬ 
ted  in  the  church,  who  yet  may  not  be  re¬ 
fined  from  every  degree  of  drofs  j  and,  by' 
Iboking  on  thefe  examples,  and  defiring  to 
fupport  their  families  in  a  way  pleafant  to 
the  natural  mind,  there  may  be  danger  of  the 
worldly  wifdom  gaining  ftrength  in  them,  and 
of  their  departure  from  that  pure  feeling  of 
truth,  which,  if  faithfully  attended  to,  v/ould 

teach  contentment  in  the  divine  will,  even  in 

*  • 

a  very  low  eftate.  ^  . 

One,  formerly  fpeaking  on  the  profitable- 
Defs  of  true'  humility,  faith  :  “  He  that 

troubles  not  himfelf  with  anxious  thoughts' 
for  more  than  is  neeeffary  lives  little  Jefs 
than  the  life  of  angels,  whilftj  _by  a-  raind 
content  with  little,  be  imitates  their  want 
of  nothing.”  Cave’s  Primitive  Chriflianity, 
page  31. 

“  It  is  not  enough,  fays  Tertullian,  that  a 
Ghriftian  be  ehafte  and  modeft  j  but  he  muft 
appear  to  be  fo  ;  a  virtue,  of  which  he  fhould 
have  fo  great  a  flore,  that  it  fhould  flow  from 
his  mind  upon  his  habit,  and  break  from  the 
retirements  of  his  confcience  into  the  fuper- 
ficies  of  bis  life.”  Same  book,  page  43 . 

“  The  garments  we  wear,  fays  Clemens, 
ought  to  be  mean  and  frugal  :  that  is  true  fim- 
plicity  of  habit  which  takes  away  what  is  vain 
and  fuperfluous  5  that  the  beft  and  moft  folid 
garment  which  is  the  farthefl  from  curiofity.’' 
Page  49. 

Though 
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Though  the  change  from  day  to  night  Is 
by  a  motion  fo  gradual  as  fcarcely  to  be  per-* 
ceivedj  yet  when  night  is  come  we  behold  it 
very  different  from  the  day }  and  thus,  as 
people  become  wife  in  their  own  eyes  and 
prudent  in  their  pwn  fight,  cuftoms  rife  up 
from  the  fpirit  of  this  world,  ,and  fpread  by- 
little  ^  and  little,  till  a  departure  from  the 
fimplicity  that  there  is  in  Chrift  ^becomes  as... 
diflinguifhable  as  light  from  darknefs  to  fuch 
as  are  crucified  to  the  world.  1 

i  f  v- 

:  Our , holy, Shepherd,,  to  encourage  his  Hock* 
in  firmnefs  and  perfcverance,  reminds  them 
of  his  love  for  them,  “  As  the  Father  hath 
loved  me,  fohave  I  loved  youj  continue  ye 
in  my,  love and  in  another  place  graci- 
oufly  points  out  the  danger  of  departing  there¬ 
from,- by  going  into  unfuitable  employments! 
this  he  ■■reprefents  in  the  fimilitude  of  offence, 
from  that  ufeful  adlive  member,  the  hand  j 
and,,  to  fix  the  inftrudlion  the  deeper,  names 
the  , right  hand,  “  If  thy  right-hand  offend 
‘‘•thee,  cut  it  off  and  cafl  it  from  thee”-**“If 
thou  feeleft  offence  in  thy  employment,  hum-, 
bly  follow  him  who,  leads  into  all  truth,,  and 
is  a  flrong  and, faithful  friend  to  thofe  who  are 
refigned  to  him.  .  .  - 

Again,-  he  points  out  thofe  things  whichf- 
appearing  pleafant  to  the: natural  mind,  are 
not  heft  for  us,  in  the  fimilitude  of  offence 
from  the  eye,  “  If  thy  right  eye  offend  thee, 
“pluck  it  out  and  call .  it  from  thee.”  To 
pluck  out  the  eye,  or  cut  off  the  hand,  is  at-  ■ 
tended  with  fharp  pain  j  and  how  precious  is 
'  the 
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the  inftrudion  which  our  Redeemer  thus  opens 
to  us  1  that  we  may  not  faint  under  the  mdft 
painful  trials,  but  put  our  truft  in  him,  even 
in  him:  who  fent  an  angel  to  feed  Elijah  in  the 
wildernefs!  who  fed  a  multitude '  with  a  few  ■ 
barley  loaves,  and  is  now  as  attentive  tooths 

wants  of  his  people  as  ever  I  '  ■  '^  ■  - 

The  prophet  Ifaiah  reprefents  the  unrigh¬ 
teous  doings  of  the  Ifraelites  toward  the  poor- 
as  thc'  fruits  of  an  effeminate  life,  “  As  for  my 
“  people,  ,  children  are  their  oppreffors,  and 
“  women  rule  over  them'j  what  mean'' ye 
“•that  ye  beat  my  people  to  pieces,  and  grind - 
“  the  faces  of  the  poor?  faith  the  Lord' God." 
Then  be  mentions  ’  the  haughtinefs  of  the 
daughters  of  Sion,  and  enumerates  many  or- 
namehts,'  as  inftances  of  their  vanity,  to  'up¬ 
hold  which  the  poor  were  fo  hardly  dealt  Wkbj  - 
that  he  fets  forth  their  poverty,  their  Icannefs,*" 
and  inability  to  help  themfelves,  in'  the'Emili^* 
tude  of  a  man  maimed  by  violence  or  *•'  beatetl  ' 
“  to  pieces,"  and  forced  to  endure  the  painful 
operation  of  having  his  face  gradually  worn 
away  in  the  manner  of  grinding. '  '  •  '* 

*  And  I  may  here  add^-  that,  at  times’,  when 
I  have  felt  true  love  open  my  heart  towards 
my  fellow-creatures,  and  been^  engaged  in. 
weighty  converfation  in  the  c&ufe  of  righte- 
cufnefs,  the  inftruitions  I  have  received^  un-' 
der  thefe  exercifes,  in  regard  to  the  true  ufe 
of  the  outward  gifts  of  God,  have  made  deep 
and  lafting  impreffions  on  my  mind,  "  • 

1  have 
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vrr;  I  have  hetfi;  beheld,  how-  the  defire  to  pr<^  ■ 
vide  wealth,  and  to  uphold  a  delicate  life 
hath  gricybufly  entangled  many,  and  been 
hfce  .fiuaceg.  to  their  offspring;  and  though 
.feme  have  been  affeded  with  a  fenfe  of  their 
-difficulties,  and  appeared  defiroos,  at  times, 
to  be  helped  out  of  them;  yet,-  for  want  of 
abiding  under  the  ffiumbling  power  of  truth* 

in  thele  entanglements) 
<br  in  remaining  conformable  to  this  world, 
tind  giving  way  to  a  delicate  life,  -tliis  ex* 
jpenfive  vway  of  living,  in  parents  and  in 
children,  hath  called  for  a  large  fupply,  and 
in  anfwering  this  call  “  the  faces  of  the  poor^ 
have  been  ground  away,  and  made  thin  through 
'  hard  dealing.  s 

-  There  is  balm,  there  is  a  phyfician !  and 
0.what  longings  do  I  feel  I  that  we  may  em* 
^race  the  means-  appointed  for  our  healing, 
^d  know  that  removed  which-  minifterS'  novV 
Caufe,  for  the  cries  of  many  people,  to  afeend' 
tO'heaven  againft  their  oppreffors,  and  that  we 
may  fee  the  true  harmony  reftored !  > 

Behold  “  how  good  and  how  pleafant  it  is 
‘•‘  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity!’* 
The  nature  of  this  unity  is  thus  opened  by 
the  apoftle ;  “  If  -  wc  walk  in  the  light,  a8 
“  thrift  is  in  the  light,  we  fball  bate  fellow'* 

“  fhip  one  with  another,  and  the  blood  of 
“  Chrift  will  cleanfe  us  from  all  fin.” 

,  The  land  may  be  polluted  with  innocent 
blood,  which  like  the  blood  of  Abel  may  cry* 
to  the  Almighty;  but  thofe  w'ho  “  walk  irt 
“  the  light  as  Chrift  is  in  the  light,”  they 

know 
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-know  the  “  Lamb  of  God,  who  tafceth  away 

fin.”  ^ 

Walking  is  a  phrafe  frequently  ufed,  in  fcripi- 
ture,  to  reprefent  our  journey  through  life, 
and  appears  to  comprehend  the  various  affairs 
and  tranladfions  properly  relating  to  our  be** 
ing  in  this  world.  ' 

Chrilf,  being  the  light,  dwells  always  itj  the 
light  5  and  if" our  walking  be  thus,  and  in 
every  affair  and  concern  we  faithfully  follow 
this  divine  Leader,  he  preferves  from  giving 
juft  caufe  for  any  to  quarrel  with  us  t  and-, 
where  this  foundation  is  laid,  and  mutually 
kept  to,  by  families  converfant  with  each  O* 
ther,  the  way  is  open  for  thefe  comforts  in 
fociety,  which  our  heavenly  Father  intends 
as  a  part  of  our  happinefs  in  this  world  >  and 
then  we  ■  may  experience  the  goodnefs  and 
pleafantnefs  of  dwelling  together  in  unity j 
but,  where  ways  of  living  take  place,  which 
tend  to  oppfeffion,  and,  in  the  purfuit  of 
Wealth,  people  do  that  to  others  which  they 
know  would  not  be  acceptable  to  themfejves, 
cither  in  exercifing  an  abfolute  power  over 
them,  or  ctherwife  laying  on  them  unequit¬ 
able  burdens ;  here  a  fear,  leff  that  meafure 
fhould  be  meted  to  them  which  they  have 
meafured  to  others,  incites  a  care  to  fupport 
that  by  craft  and  cunning  devices  which  ftands 
not  on  the  firm  foundation  of  righteoul’oefs : 
thus  the  harmony  of  fociety  is  broken,  and  from 
hence  commotions  and  wars  do  frequently  arife 
in  the  world. 

Gome 
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Gome'out  of  Babylon,  my  people,  that 
“  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  fins,  and  that  ye 
receive  not  of  her  plagues.”  Rev.  xv.  3,  4. 
This  Babel,  or  Babylon,  M'as  built  in  the 
Ipirit  of  fclf-.exaltation :  “  Let  us  build  us  a 

city  and  a  tower,  whofe  top  may  reach  to 
“  heaven,  and  let  us  make  us  a  name.”  Gen. 
xi.  4.  In  departing  from  an  humble  truft  in 
God,  and  following  a  felfiih  fpirit,  people 
have  intentions  to  get  the  upper-hand  of  their 
fellow-creatures,  privately  meditate  on  means 
to  obra.in  their  ends,  and  have  a  language  in  their 
hearts  whkh  is  hard  to  underftand.  in  Babel 
the  language  is  confounded.  • 

,  This  city  is  reprefented  as  a  place  of  bufi- 
nefs,  and  thofe  employed  in  it  as  merchants 
of  the  earth:  “  The  merchants  of  the  earth 
“  are  waxed- rich  through  the  abundance  of 
“  her  delicacies.”  Rev.  xviii.  3. 

And  it  is  remarkable,  in  this  call,  that  the 
language  from  the  Father  of  mercies  is.  My 
people,  “  Come  out  of  Babylon,  my  people!” 
Thus  his  tender  mercies  are  toward  us  in  an 
imperfedl  Rate ;  and,  as  we  faithfully  attend 
to  the  call,  the  path  of  righteoufnefs  is  more 
and  more  opened  ;  cravings,  which 'have  not 
their  foundation  in  pure  wifdom,  more  and 
more  ceafe;  and,  in  an  inward  purity  of 
heart,  we  experience  a  refloration  of  that 
which  w'as  loft  at  Babel,  reprefented  by  the 
inTpired  prophet  in  the  “  returning  of  a  pure 
“  language.”  Zeph.  iii.  9. 

Happy  for  them  wdio  humblv  attend  to. 
the  call,  “  Come  out  of  Babylon,  my  people.” 

For 
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P'or  though  in'  going  forth  wc’  may  meet  With 
trials,  which  for  a  time  may  be  painful,  yet, 
as  we  bow  ifi  true  humility,  and  eontinue  in 
it,  ian  evidence  is  felt  that  God  only  is  wife; 
and  that,  in  weaning  us  from  all  that  is  fclT- 
hli,  he  piepares  the  way  to  a  quiet  habitation 
where  all  our  dtfires  are  bounded  by  his  wif- 
dom.  ’  And'  an  exercife  'of  fpirit  tjttends  me, 
that  we,  who  are  convinced  of  the  pure  lead¬ 
ings  of  truth,  may  bow  in  the  deepelf  reve¬ 
rence,  and  fo  watchfully  regard  this  leader, 
that'  many,  who  are  grievoufly  entangled  in  a 
wilderneis  of  vain  cuftoms,  may  look  upon 
us,  and  be  indrufted.  And  Oh!  that  fuch,  as 
have  plenty  of  this  world’s  goods,  may  be 
faithful  in  that  with  which  they  are  entruft- 
ed !  and  example  others  in  the  true  Chridian 
walking. 

Our  blefled  Saviour,  fpeaking  on  worldly 
greatnefs,  compares  bimfelf  to  one  Waiting 
and  attending  on  a  company  at  dinner; 
“  Whether  is  greater,  he  that  dtteth  at  meat 
or  he  that  ferveth  ?  Is  not  he  that  dtteth 
“  at  meat  ?  but  1  am  amongd  you  as  he  that 
“  ferveth.”  Luke  xxii.  27. 

Thus,  in  a  world  greatly  difordered,  where 
men  afpiring  to  outward  greatnefs'  were  wont 
to  opprefs  others  to  fuppoit  their  dedgns,  he, 
who  was  of  the  higheft  'defeent,  being  the 
Son  of  G(  d,  and  greater  than  any  amongfl 
the  greated  families  of  men,  by  Ids  example 
and  dodrines  forecloftd  his  followers  from’ 
claiming  any  £hew  of  outward  greatned,  from 

R  2  any 
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any  fuppofed  ■  fuperiority  iii  .themfelves, .  .or 
derived  from  their  anceftors.  1/ 

He,  who  was  greater  than  earthly  princes, 
was.  not  only  meek  and  low  of  heart,  but  bis 
outward  appearance  was  plain,  and  lowly, 
and  free  from  every- ftain  of  the  fpirk  of  this 
world.  > 

Such  was  the  example  of  our  blefled  Re-? 
deetper;  of  whom  the  beloved  difciple  faid. 
He,  that  faith  be  abideth  in  him,  ought  alfo 
/to  walk  even  as  be  walked.’’ 

^^John  Bradford,  who  fuffered  martyrdom 
under  queen  Mary,  wrote  a  letter  to  his 
friends  out  of .  prifon,  a  fliort  time  before  he 
was  burnt,  in  which  are  thefe  expreflionsj 
‘flcponfider  your  dignity  as  children  of  God 
and  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  mem- 
bers<of  Chrift}  bealhamed  therefore  to  think, 
foeak, ,  or  do  any,  thing,  unfeemly  for  God’s 
cbildren  and  the  members  of  Chrift.”  Fox’s 
Ads  and  Monuments,  page  1 1 77. 
a  '  1; 


.  C  H  A  P.  II. 

On  the  example  (^CHRIST.  '  • 

•  wi 

As  my  mind  hath  been  brought  into  a 
brotherly  feeling  with  the  poor,  as  to 
the  thinp-s  of  this  life,  who  are  under  trials 

O  ... 

in  regard  to  getting  a  living  in  a  way  an- 
fwerable  to  the  purity  of  truth;  a  labour  of 

heart 


On  the  example  of  CHRIST.  245 

heart  hath  attended  me,  that 'theic!  way  may 
not  be  made  difficult  through  the  love  of  mo¬ 
ney  in  thofe  who  are  tried  with  plentiful  eftatea, 
but  that  they  with  tendernefs  of  heart  may 
iyihpathize  with  them. 

It  was  the  faying  of  our  blefled  Redeemerj 
“  Ye  cannot  ferve  God  and  Mammon.”  There 
is’  a  deep  feeling  of-  the  way  of  purity^  a  way, 
in  which  the  wifdom  of  the  world  Bath  no  parti 
but  is  opened  by  the  fpirit  of  truth,  and  is 
“  called  the  way  of  holinefs  j”  a  way,  in  which 
the  traveller  is  employed  in  watching  unto 
prayer;  and  the  outward  gain  we" get  in  this 
journey  is  confidered  as  a  truft  committed  to^  us 
by  HIM  who  formed  and  fupports  the  world* 
and  is  the  rightful  director,  of  the  ufeand  applh- 
catbn  of  the  produdt  of  it. 

'  Ndw,  except  the  mind  be  preferved  chafle; 
there  is  no  .fafety  for  us ;  but,  in  an  eftrange* 
ment  from  true  refignation;  the  fpiritsof  the 
world  calls  up  a  way,  in  which  gain  is  many 
times  principally  attended  to,  and  in  which 
there  is  a  felfifh  application  of  outward  trea^ 
fures. 

How  agreeable  to  the  true  harmony  of  fo^ 
ciety  is  that  exhortation  of  the  apoflle ! 
“  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things, 
“  but  every  man  on  the  things  ,of  others. 

Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  aifo  in 
“  Chrift  Jefus.” 

^  ■  V 

A  perfon  in  outward  profperlty  may  have 
the  power  of  obtaining  riches,  but,  the  fame 
mind  being  in  him  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

R  3  he 
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he  may  feel  a  ten'dernefs  of  heart  toward 
•thofe  of  low  degree  ;  and,  inftead  of  fetting 
himfeif  above  them,  may  look  upon  it  as  an 
unmerited  favour  that  -his  .way  through  life 
is  more  eafy  than  the  way  of  many  others  j 
may  improve  every  opportunity  of  leading 
f  -rth  out  of  thole '  cuftoms  which  have  en- 
-angled  die  family  |  employ  his  time  in  look¬ 
ing  .into  the  wants  of  the  poor  members  ;  and 
hold  •fosfh--' Inch  a  perfcdt  example.of  huhiili- 
ation>  that;  the  pure  wdtnefs  may.be  reached  in 
many minds,  and-  the  way  opened  for  a  har- 
moriiouswalkiirg  together." 

Jefus  Chriftj  in  - promoting  the  happinefs 
of  othersy  waS  not  deficient  in  looking  for  the 
helplefs  who  lay  in  obicurity,  nor  did  he 
fave  any  thing  to  render  himfeif  honourable 
amongft  men,  which  might  have  been  of 
more  ufe  to -the  weak  members  in  his  Fathers 


family  j‘-’of  whofe  corapaffion  toward,  us  I 
may  now-- fpeak  a  little.  He,  who  v/as  per- 
ftdtly  happy  in  himfeif,  moved  with  infinite 
love,  “  took  not  upon  him  the  nature  of  an- 
gels,”  but  our  imperfedi:  nature,  -  and 
therein  wreftled  -with  the  temptations  which 
attend  us  in  this  life  ;  and,  being  the  Son  of 
HIM  who  is  greater  than  earthly  princes,  yet 
became  a  companion  to  poor  fincere-heart- 
cd  men  j  and,  though  he  gave  the  cleared: 
evidence  that  divine  power  attended  him,  yet 
the  •  mod  unfavourable  confirudions  were 
fiamed  by  a  felf-righteo.us  people;  thofe 
miracles  reprefented  as  the  effed  of  a  diabo- 
Jjpai  pow^r  j  and  endeavours  uicd  to  render 

hitni 
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him  hateful,  as  having  his  miffion  from  the 
prince  of  darknefs  :  nor  did  their  envy  ceafe 
till  they  took  him’  like  a  criminal  and  brought 
him  to  trial.  Though  fome  may  affedl  to 
carry  the  appearance  of  being  unmoved  at 
the  apprehenfion  of  diftrefs,  dur  dear  Re¬ 
deemer,  who  was  perfedtly  findere,  having 
the  fame  human  naturcwhich  we  have,  and 
feeling,  a  little  before  he  was  apprehended, 
the  weight  of  that  work  upon  him  for  which 
he  came  into  the  world,  was  “  forrowful 
“  even  unto  death  here  the  human  nature 
ftruggled  -to  be  excufed  from  a  cup  fo  bitter ; 
but  his  prayers  centered  in  refignatipn  ;  “  Not 
my  will,  but  thine,  be  done.”-  In  this  con- 
flidl,  fo  great  was  his  agony,  that  fweat, 
like  drops  of  bloodi-lell  from  him  to  the 
ground.” 

Eehold  now,'  as  foretold  by  the  prophet,  he 
in  a  judicial  manner  “  numbered  with  the 
tranfgreflbrs.”  Behold  him,  as  fome  poor 
man  of  no  reputation,  '  {landing  before  the 
high'prieft  and  elders,  and  before  Herod  and 
Pilate,  where  witneffes  appear  againfl  him, 
and  he,  mindful  of  the  mofl  gracious  deiign 
of  his  coming,  declineth  to  plead  in  his  own 
defence,  “  but,  as  a  fheep  that  is  dumb  be- 
“  fore  his  fhearer,”  fo  he,  under  many  accufati- 
ons,  revilings,  and  buffetings,  remaineth  fi- 
lent.  And,  though  he  fignified  to  Peter  that 
he  had  accefs  to  power  fufEcient  to  overthrow 
all  their  outward  forces,  yet,  retaining  a  refig- 
'  nation  to  fuller  for  the  fins  of  mankind,  he 
exerted  not  that  power,  but  permitted  them 
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to  "  go  on  in  their>’{tialicibu8  defigns,  and  pro-' 
Bounce  hjfn  to’^be  worthy  of  death,  even  hirn 
who  was  j>|^fg<ft  in  goodnefs  ;  thus,  “  in  his 

humiiiatidh,"’-'  his  judgement  was  taken  a- 
“  way,”  and  he,  like  fome  vile  criminal, 
“  led ’as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter.”  Under 
thefe  heavy  trials  (though  poor  unftabie  Pilate: 
was  convinced  of  his  innocence,  yet)  the  peo¬ 
ple  generally  ■  looked  upon  hirn  as  a  deceiver 
and  biafphemcrj  and  the  approaching  punifii-' 
ment  as  a  juft  judgement  upon  him  :  /  ■  They' 
“  efteemed'him  fmitten  of -God  and  afflidted.” 
So  great  had  been  the  furprize  of  his  difciples, 
at  his  being  taken  by  armed  men,  that  they 
‘‘  furfook  him  and  fled  thus  they  hid  their 
faces  from  him  j,  he  was  defpifed  and  by 
their  condud  it  appeared  as  though  “  they  e^ 
*'  teemed  him  not.” 

Butrcontrary  to  that  opinion,  of  his  being 
fmitten  of  God  and  afHided,  it  was  for  our 
fakes  that  “  he  was  put  to  grief :  he  was 
“  wounded  for  our  tranfgreflions  •,  he  was 
“  -bruifed  -  for  our  iniquities -  and,  under  the 
weight  of  them,  manifefting  the  deepeft  com- 
paflion  for  the  inftruments  of  his  mifery,  la¬ 
boured  as  their  advocate,  and,  in  the  deeps  of 
afftidion,  with -an  unconquerable  patience, 
cried  out,  Father,  forgive  them  j  they  know 
”  not  Yv^hat  they  sdo  J”  ' 

•  Now,  this  mind  being  in  us,  which  was 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  it  removes,  from  our  hearts, 
the  defire  of  lupepidrity,;  worldly  honour,  or 
greatnefs ;  a  deep  ^attention  is  felt  to  the'di- 
Yii;e  gounf§i|or,  and  an  ardept  engageinent^ 
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to  promote,  as  far  as  we  may  be  enabled,  the 
happinefs  of  mankind  univerfally.  This  ftate,^ 
where  every  motion  from  a  felfifti  j^irit  yieldt 
eth  to  pure  love,  I  may,  with  gra^it^e  to  the 
Father  of  mercies,  acknowledge,!  is  often  - o* 
pened  before  me,  as  a  pearl  to  after  at^ 
tended  with  a  living  . concern,,  .that,'  amongft- 
the  many  nations  and  families  on  the  earth, 
thofe  who  believe  on  the  Meffiah,  that  he 
“  was  manifefted  to  deftroy,  th©  works  of  the 
devil,”  and  thus  to  “  take  away  the  fins  of 
“  the  world,”  miy  experience  the  will  of  our 
heavenly  Father  “  may  be  done  on  earth 
“  as  it  is  in  heaven.”  Strong  are  the  4efires 
I  often  feel,  that  this  holy  profesfifoa  may.  .re* 
main  unpolluted,  and  the  believers-  in  Chrift 
may  fo  abide  in  the  pure  inward  feeling  of  hi^ 
fpirit,  that  the  wifdom  from  above- may, Rune 
forth  in  their  living,  as  a  light  by -which  others 
may  be  inftrumentally' helped  on  their  way, -in 
the  true  harmonious  walking4-  i  -  -v  .  • 

■  Vl. 
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On  Merchandizing,  <  ^ 

,  - ,  -  '  --r  - 

HERE  the  treafures  of  pure  love^  are 
opened,  r  and  we  obediently  follow  him 
who  is  the  ligh,t  of  life,  the  mind  becomes 
chafte,  and  a  care  is  felt  that  the  undtion  from 
the  Holy  One  may  be  our  leader  in  every  un¬ 
dertaking. 

In 
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In  being  crucified  to  the  world,  broken- 
off  from  thatVfriendfhip  which  is  enmity  with 
God,  ^d  dead  to  the  cuftoms  and  fafhions 
which  have  not  their  foundation  in  the  truth, 
the  way  is  prepared  to  lowlinefs  in  outward 
living,  and  to  a  difentanglement  from  thofe 
fnares  which  attend  the  love  of  money  ;  and 
where  the  faithful  friends  of  Chrift  are  fo  fi- 
tuated  that  merchandize  appears  to  be  their 
duty,  they  feel  a  reftraint  from  proceeding 
farther  than  he  owns  their  proceeding,  being 
convinced  that  “  we  are  not  our  own,  but  are 
*■  bought  with  a  price,-  that  none  of  us  thay 
“•  live  to  ourfelves,  but  to  him  who  died  for 
“  ais.”  Gorin,  v.  i  j.  Thus  they  are  taught 
not  only- to- keep  to’- a  moderate  advance  and 
tjprightnefs  in  their -dealings,  but  to  confi- 
der  the  tendency  of  their  proceeding  ;  to  do 
nothing  which  they  know  would  operate  a- 
gainft'  the  Caufe  of  univerfal  righteoufnefs ;  and 
to  keep  continually  in  view  the  fpreading  of 
the  peaceable  kingdom  of  Chrift  amongft  man¬ 
kind.  '  *■  —  — 

The  prophet  Ifaiah  fpake  of  the  gathered 
church,  in  the  limilitude  of  a  city,  where 
many  being  employed  were  all  preferved  in 
purity:  “  They  fhall  call  them  the  holy  peo- 
“  pie,  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  and  thou 
“  fhalt  be  called  fought  out,  a  city  not  for- 
“  faken.”  Ixiii.  10.  And  the  apoftle,  after 
mentioning  the  myftery  of  Chrift’s  fufferings, 
exhorts,  “  Be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  con- 
“  verfation.”  J  Pet.  i.  15.  There  is  a  con- 
verfation  neceflary  in  trade  j  and  there  is  a 
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converfation  fo  foreign  from  the  nature  of 
Ch rift’s  kingdom,  that  it  is  reprefented  in  the 
iimilitude  of  one  man  pulhing  another  with 
.a  warlike  weapon  :  “  There  is  that  fpeaketh 

like  the  piercings  of  a  fword.”  Prov.  xii.  18. 
-Now,  in  all  our  concerns,  it  is  neceftary  that 
the  leading  of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  be  humbly 
■waited  for  and  faithfully  followed,  as  the  on¬ 
ly  means  of  being  preferved  chafte  as  an  holy 
people,  who  “  in  all  things  are  circumfpedt,” 
Exod.  xxiii.  13.  that  nothing  we  do  may  carry 
the  appearance  of  approbation  of  the  works  of 
wickednefs,  make  the  unrighteous  ntore  at  eafe 
in  -utjrighteoufnefs,  or  occafion  the  injuries 
■committed  againft  the  oppreffed  to  be  more 
lightly  looked  over. 

'  Where  morality  is  kept'  to  and  fupported 
by  .  the  inhabitants  of  a  country,  there  is  a 
certain  reproach  attends  thofe  individuals  a- 
mongft  them,  who.  manifeftly  deviate  there¬ 
from.  Thus,  if  a  perfon  of  good  report  is 
charged  with  ftealing  goods  -out  of  an  open 
fliop  in  the  day-time,  and  on  a  public  trial 
found  guilty,  and  the  law  in  that  cafe  put  in 
execution,  he  therein,  fuftains  a  lofs  of  repu¬ 
tation  ;  but,  if  he  be  convidled  a  fecond  and 
third  time.of  the  like  offence,  his  good  name 
would  ceafe  amongft  fuch  as  knew  thefe 
things.  If  his  neighbour,  reputed  an  honeft 
man,  were,  charged  with  buying  goods  of 
this  thief,  at  .a  time  when  the  purchafer  knew 
they  were  ftolen,  and  on  a  public  trial  found 
guilty,  th’s  purchafer  would  meet  with  dif- 
cfteem  j  but,  if  he  perlifted  in  bpying  ftolen 
0  ■  goods. 
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goods,  knowing^  them  to*  be  fuch*  and  was 
publicly  convifled  thereof  a  fecond  and  third 
time,  he  would  no  longer  be  confidered  as  an 
honeft  man  by  them  who  knew  thefe  things; 
nor  would  it  appear  of  good  report  •  to  be 
found  in  his  company,  buying  his  traffic, 
till  fonie  evident  tokens  of  fincerc  repentance 
appeared  in  him.  But  where  iniquity  is 
committed  openly,  and  the  authors  of  it  arb 
not  brought  to  juftice*  nor  put  to  Ihame, 
their  hands  grow  ftfong.  Thus  the  general 
corruption  ol  the  Jews,  fhortly  before  their 
ftate  was  broken  up  by  the  Chaldeans,  is  de- 
feribed  by  their  boldnefs  in  impiety ;  for,  as 
their  leaders  were  connedled  together  in  wick¬ 
ed  nefs,  they  ftrengthened  one  another,  and 
grew  confident :  “  Were  they  afhamed  when 
“  they  had  committed  abominations  ?  nay', 
“  they  were  not  at  all  afhamed,  neither  could 
“  they  bhifh.”  Jer.  vi.  1 5.  On  Which  account 
the  Lord  thus  expoflulates  with  them;  “  What 
“  hath  my  beloved  to  do  in  my  houfe,  feeing 
“  fhe  hath  wrought  lewdnefs  with  many  ? 
“  and  the  holy  fiefh  is  paffed  from  thee ; 
“  when  thou  doeft  evil,  then  thou  rejoiceft^” 
-Jer.  xi.  15.  .  ;fL' 

Now  the  faithful  friends  of  Chrift,  who 
hunger  and  third:  after  righteoufnefs,  and  in¬ 
wardly  breathe  that  his  kingdom  may  come 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven,  he  teacheth 
to  be  quick  of  underflanding  in  his  fear,  and 
to  be  very  attentive  to  the  means  he  may  ap¬ 
point  for  promoting  pure  righteoufnefs  in  the 
earth;  and,  as  fhaine  is  due  to  thofe  whofe 

works 


On  merchandizing.  253 

tvorks  manifeftly  operate  againft  the  gracious 
defign  of  his  fuiferings  for  us,  a  care  lives  on 
fbeir  minds  that  no  wrong  cuftoms,  however 
fupported,  may  biafs  their  judgements,  but 
that  they  may  humbly  abide  under  the  crofs,; 
and  be  preferved  in  a  condu^  which  may  not 
contribute  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the 
wicked  in  their  wickednefs,  or  to  remove 
Ihame  from  thofe  to  whom  it  is  juftly  doe. 
The  coming  of  that  day  is  precious  in  which 
we  experience  the  truth  of  this  exprefllon ; 

The  Lord,  our  righteoufnefs,”  Jer.  xiii.  6, 
and  feel  him  to  be  “  made  unto  us  wifdom 
“  and  fanftifieation.” 

The  example  of  a  righteous  man  is  often 
looked  at  with  attention.  -  Where  righteous 
men  join  in  bulinefs  their  company  gives  en¬ 
couragement  to  others  j  and  as  one  grain  of 
incenfe,  deliberately  offered  to  the  prince'  of 
this  world,  renders  an  offering  to  God  in  that 
Rate  unacceptable  j  and  from  thofe  eReemed 
leaders  of  the  people  may  be  injurous  to  the 
weak  j  it  requires  deep  humility  of  heart  to 
follow  him  faithfully,  who  alone  gives  found 
wifdom  and  the  fpirit  of  true  difcerning ;  and 
Oh !  how  neceflary  it  is  to  confider  the  weight 
of  a  holy  profeflion ! 

The  condudt  of  fome  formerly  gave  occa- 
lion  of  complaint  againR  them;  “  Thou  haR 
“  defiled  thy  fancfluaries  by  the  multitude  of 
“  thine  iniquities,  by  the  iniquity  of  thy 
“  traffic.”  Ezek.  xxviii.  18^  And  in  fevcral 
places  it  is  charged  againR  Ifrael  that  they 
had  polluted  the  holy  name. 
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The  prophet  Ifaiah  rept'efents  inward  fane- 
tification  in  the  fimilitude  of  being  purged 
from  that  which  is  fuel  for  tire ;  and  he  parti¬ 
cularly  deferibes  the  outward  fruits,  brought 
forth  by  thofe  who  dwell  in  this  inward  ho- 
linefs ;  “  they  walk  righteoutly  and  fpeak 
uprightly.”  By  “  walking,”  he  reprefents  the 
journey  through  life  as  a  righteous  journey  j 
and,  by  “  fpeaking  uprightly,”  feems  to  point 
at  that  which  Mofes  appears  to  have  had  In 
view,  when  he  thus  exprelled  himfelf ;  “  Thou 
“  thalt  not  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil, 
**  nor  fpeak  in  a  cafe,  to  decline  after  many, 
to  wreft  judgement.”  Exod.  xxiii.  2. 

He  goes  on  to  fhew  their  firmnefs  in  equity; 
reprefenting  them  as  perfons  fuperior  to  all  the 
arts  of  getting  money  which  have  not 
righteoufnefs  for  their  foundation  :  “  They 
“  defpife  the  gain  of  oppreffions.”  And,  far¬ 
ther,  he  (hews  how  careful  they  are  that  no 
profpedts  of  gain  may  induce  them  to  become 
partial  in  judgement,  refpeding  an  injury; 
They  fliake  their  hands  from  holding 
bribes.” 

Again,  where  any  intereft  is  fo  connedded 
with  fliedding  blood  that  the  cry  of  inno¬ 
cent  blood  goes  alfo  with  it,  he  points  out 
their  care,  to  keep  innocent  blood  from  crying 
againft  them,  in  the  limilitude  of  a  man,  flop¬ 
ping  his  ears  to  prevent  a  found  from  enter¬ 
ing  his  head  :  “  They  Hop  their  ears  from 
“  hearing  blood  and,  where  they  know 
that  wickednefs  is  committed,  he  points  out, 
with  care,  that  they  do  not,  by  an  unguarded 
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friendftiip  with  the  authors  of  it,  appear  like 
unconcerned  lookers-on,  but  as  people  fo 
deeply  affedted  with  forrow  that  they  cannot 
endure  to  ftand  by  and  behold  it ;  this  he  re- 
prefents  in  the  litnilitude  of  a  man  “  Ihutting 
“  his  eyes  from  feeing  evil.  ’ 

•  **  Who,  amongft  us,  fliall  dwell  with  the 
**.  devouring  fire  ?  Who,  amongft  us,  Ihall  dwell 
V  with  cverlafting  burnings  ?  He  that  walk- 
“  eth  righteoufly  and  fpeaketh  uprightly:  he. 
“  that  defpifeth  the  gain  of  oppreffions,  that 
“  (haketh  his  hands  from  holding  of  bribes, 
“  that  ftoppeth  his  ears  from  hearing  of  blood, 
“  and  fhutteth  his  eyes  from  feeing  evil.” 
Ifaiah  xxxiii.  14,  15. 

He  proceeds,  in  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  to’ 
Ihew  how  the  faithful,  being  fupported  under 
temptations,  would  be  preferred  from  that 
defilement  that  there  is  in  the  love  of  money  ; 
that  as  they,  who,  in  a. reverent  waiting  oft 
God,  feel  their  ftrength  renewed,  are  faid  to', 
“  mount  upward,”  fo,  here,  their  prelervation. 
from  the  fnare  of  unrighteous  gain  is  repre- 
fented  in  the  likenefs  of  a  man,  borne  uo 
above  all  crafty  artful  means  of  getting  the 
advantage  of  another;  “  They  fhall  dwell  on 
“  high and  points  out  the  ftabiiity  and, 
firmnefs  of  their  condition  ,  “  His  place  of 
“  defence  fliall  be  the  munitions  of  rocks 
and  that,  under  all  the  outward  appearances 
of  lofs,  in  denying  himfelf  of  gainful  profits, 
for  righteoufnefs-fake,  yet,  through  the  care 
of  him  who  provides  for  the  fparrows,  he 
Ihould  have  a  fupply  anfwerable  to  his  infi¬ 
nite 
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nice  wifdpm;  “  Bread  (hall  be  given  him  j 
his  waters  (hall  be  fure.’’  And  as  our  Sa* 
viour  mentions  the  fight  of  God  to  be  attain* 
able  by  “  the  pure  in  heart,”  fo  here  the  pro¬ 
phet  pointed  out,  how  in  true  fan£tificatioii 
the  underftanding  is  opened,  to  behold  the 
peaceable  harrhonious  nature  of  his  kingdom  ; 
“  thine  eyes  (hall  fee  the  king  in  his  beauty:’* 
and  that  looking  beyond  all  the  afflidtions* 
which  attend  the  righteous,  to  **  a  habitati- 
on  eternal  in  the  heavens,*'  they  with  an 
eye  divinely  open  “  (liall  behold  the  land  that 
“  is  very  far  off.” 

He  (hall  dwell  on  high,  his  place  of  de- 
**  fence  fhall  be  the  munitions  of  rocks,  bread 
**  {hall  be  given  him,  his  waters  {hall  be  fure. 
Thine  eyes  ,{hall  fee  the  king  in  bis  beauty  j. 
they  (hall  behold  the  land  that  is  very  far 
**  off.”  Ifaiah  xxxiii.  16,  17. 

I  often  remember,  and  to  me  the  fubjedt 
is  awful,  that  the  great  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
doeth  that  which  is  right,  and  that  he,  “  be- 
fore  whom  the  nations  are  as  the  drop  of 
**  a  bucket,”  is  “  no  refpedfer  of  perfons.” 
Happy  for  them,  who,  like  the  infpired  pro¬ 
phet,  “  in  the  way  of  his  judgements  wait 
for  him.”  Ifaiah  xxvi.  8. 

When  we  feel  him  to  fet  as  a  refiner  with 
fire,  and  know  a  refignednefs  wrought  in  us 
to  that  which  he  appoints  for  us,  his  bleffing< 
in  a  very  low  eftate,  is  found  to  be  more  pre¬ 
cious  than  much  outward  treafure  in  thofe 
ways  of  life  where  the  leadings  of  his  fpirit 
are  not  followed. 
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The  prophet,  in'a  fight  of  divine  work  a- 
mongft  many  people*  declared  in  the  hame 
of  the  Lord,  “  I  will  gather  all  nations  .and 
“  tongues,  and  they  lhatl  corhe  and  fee  my 
**  glory.”  Ifaiah  Ixvi.  i8.  And  again,  “  From 
the  rifihg  of  the  fun  to  the  going  down  of 
the  fame,  my  name  fhall  be  great  amongft 
“  the  Gentiles,  and  in  every  place  incenfe 
fliall  be  offered  to  my  name,  and  a  pure 
“  offering.”  Malachi  i.  ii. 
f' Behold  here  how  the  prophets  had  an  in» 
ward  fenfe  of  the  fpreading  of  the  kingdom 
of  Chriftj.  and  how  he  was  fpokeh  of  as  one 
who  fhould  take  the  heathen  for  his  inhe^ 
‘‘  ritance,  and  the  utmoft ‘parts  of  t^e.  earth 
for  his.poffeffion.”  Pfal.  ii.  8.  ‘That  ,*,*  hq 
“  was  given  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles  j  and 
“  for  falvation  to  the  ends  ;pf  the  earth*” 
Ifaiah  xlix.  6* 


When  we  meditate  on  this  divine  wor^k,  as 
a  work  of  ages,  a  work  that  the  .prophets  felt 
long  before  ChriO;  appeared  vifibly  on  earth, 
and  remember  the  bitter  agonies  he  endured 
when  he“  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death,” 
that  the  heathen  nations,  as  well  as  othersi 
might  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth 
and  be  faved  : 

When  we  contemplate  on  this  marvellous 
Work,  as  ^that  which  “  the  angels  defire  to 
look  into,”  I  Pet.J.  12.  and  behold  peo¬ 
ple  amongft  whom  '  this  light  hath  eminently 
broken  forth,  and  Who  have  received  many 
favours  from  the  bountiful  hand  of  our  hea¬ 
venly  Father  ;  not  only  iudifierent  with  re- 
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fped  to  publifhing  the  glad  tidings  amongft 
the  Gentiles,  as  yet  fitting  in  darknefs  and 
entangled  with  many  fuperftitions ;  but  a- 
Ipiring  after  wealth  and  worldly  honours, 
ta^i^e  hold  of  means  to  obtain  their  ends, 
tending  to  ftir  up  wrath  and  indignation, 
and  to  beget  an  abhorrence  in  them  to  the 
name  of  Chriftianity  j  when  .thefe  things  are 
weightily  attended  to,  how  mournful  is  the 
■fubjedt ! 

It  is  worthy  of  remembrance,  that  people 
in  different  ages,  deeply  baptifed  into  the  na¬ 
ture  of  that  work  for  which  Chrift  fuffered, 
have  joyfully  offered  up  their  liberty  and  lives 
for  the  promoting  of  it  in  the  earth. 

, Polycarp,  who  was  reputed  a  difciple  of  St. 
John,  having  attained  to  great  age,  was  at 
length  fentenced  to  die  for  his  religion,  and, 
being  brought  to  the  fire,  prayed  nearly  aS 
follows :  “  Thou  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chriff,  by  whom  I  have  received 
the  knowledge  of  thee !  O  God  of  the  angels 
and  powers,  and  of  every  living  creature, 
and  of  all  forts  of  jufl  men  which  live  in  thy 
prefence  j  I  thank  thee!  that  thou  haft  gra- 
cioufly  vouchfafed  this  day  and  this  hour  to 
allot  me  a  portion  among  the  number  of 
martyrs,  among  the  people  of  Chrift,  unto 
the  refurredfion  of  everlafting  life  r  among 
whom  I  flaall  be  received  in  thy  fight,  this 
day,  as  a  fruitful  and  acceptable  facrifice  ; 
wherefore  for  ail  this,  I  praife  thee,  I  blefs 
thee,  I  glorify  thee,  through  the  everlafting 
High-Prieft,  Jefus  Chrift,  thy  well  beloved 
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fort  to  whom,  with  thee  and  the  hdlyG.hofl.* 
be  all  glory,  world  without  end  Amen.” 

Bilhop  Latimer,  when  fentcnce.of  deaths 
by  fire,  was  pronounced  againll  him,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  firrUnefs  in  the  caufe  of  religion, 
faid,  “  I  thank  God  mofi;  heartily !  that 
he  hath  prolonged  my  life  to  this  end }  that 
I  may,  in  this  cafe,  glorify  him  by  this  kind 
of  death.”  Fox’s  Afts  and  Mon;  936.  '  - 

-William  Dewfbery,  who  had  fuftered  much 
for  his  religion,  in  his  laft  ficknefs,  encou¬ 
raging  his  friends  to  faithfulnefs,  made  men¬ 
tion,  like  good  old  Jacob,  of  the  loving  kind* 
nefs  of  God  to  him  in  the  fcoUrfe  of  his  li^, 
and  that,  through  the  power  of  divine  love, 
he  for  Chrift’s  fake  had  joyfully  entered  pH* 
fons.  See  introdudion  to  his  Works.  ^ 

I  mention  thefe,  as  a  few  examples,  out  of. 
many,  of  the  powerful  operation  of  the  fpiric 
of  Chrift,  where  people  are  fully  devoted  to 
it,  and  of  the  ardent  longings  in  their  minds 
for  the  fpreading  of  his  kingdom  ambngit 
mankind.  Now  to  thofe,  in  the  prefent  age, 
who  truly  know  Chrift,  and  feel  the  nature 
of  his  peaceable  government  opened  in  theif 
underftandings,  how  loud  is  that  call  where¬ 
with  we  are  called  to  faithfulnefs ;  that,  in 
following  this  pure  light  of  life,  we,  as 
“  workers  together  with  him,  “  may  labour 
in  that  great  work  for  which  he  was  offered 
as  a  facrifice  on  the  crofs  j  and  that  his  peace¬ 
able  dodrines  may  fliine  through  us  in  their 
real  harmony,  at  a  time  when  the  name  of 

S  2  Chrifiianity 
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Chriftianity  is  become  hateful  to  many  of  the 
heathen  ! 

,  When  Gehazi  had  obtained  treafures,  which 
the  prophet,  under  divine  diredtion,  had  refu- 
fed,  and  was  returned  from  the  bufinefs,  the 
prophet,  troubled  at  his  condudt,  queried  if 

for  a  fpecious 

t 

“  Is  it  a  time  to  receive  money  and  gar- 
ments,  men-fervants  and  maid-fervants? 
“  Theleprofy,therefore,ofNaaman(hall  cleave, 
to  thee  and  to  thy  feed  for  ever.”  2  Kings 
V.  26.  And  oh!  that  we  may  lay  to  heart  the 
condition  of  the  prefent  time,  and  humbly 
follow  his  counfel  who  alone  is  able  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  way  for  a  true  harmonious  walking 
amongft  mankind. 


CHAP.  IV. 

On  divine  Admonitions. 

SUCH  are  the  perfedtions  of  our  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  that,  in  all  the  difpenfations  of 
his  providence,  it  is  our  duty,  “  in  every 
thing,  to  give  thanks.”  Though,  from  the 
firft  fettlement  of  this  part  of  America,  he 
hath  not  extended  his  judgements  to  the  de¬ 
gree  of  famine,  yet  worms,  at  times,  have 
come  forth,  beyond  numbering,  and  laid  wafte 
fields  of  grain  and  grals,  where  they  have 
appeared :  another  kind,  in  great  multitudes, 

working 


it  was  a  time  thus  to 
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working  out  of  fight,  in  grafs-ground,  have 
fo  eaten  the  roots  that  thefurface,  being  loofen- 
ed  from  the  foil  beneath,  might  be  taken  off 
in  great  fheets. 

Thefe  kinds  of  devouring  creatures  appear¬ 
ing  feldom  and  coming  in  fuch  multitudes,' 
their  generation  appears  different  from  mofi; 
other  reptiles ;  and,  by  the  prophet,  they  were 
called  “  God’s  army,  fent  amongfi:  the  peo- 
“  pie.”  Joel  ii.  25. 

There  have  been  tempefts  of  hail  which 
have  very  much  deftroyed  the  grain  where 
they  extended  :  through  long  drought,  in 
fummer,  grain,  in  fome  iplaces,  hath  been  lefs 
than  half  the  ufual  quantity;*  and,  in  the 
continuance  thereof,  I  have  beheld,  with  at¬ 
tention,  from  week  to  week,  how  drynefs,' 
from  the  top  of  the  earth,  hath  extended 
deeper  and  deeper,  while  the  corn  and  plants 
have  languiflied  :  and,  with  reverence,  my 
mind  hath  been  turned  toward  him,  who, 
being  perfedl  in  goodnefs,  in  wifdom,  and 
power,  'doeth  all  things  right.  ,  And,  after 
long  drought,  when  the  fky  hath  grown  dark 
with  a  colledion  of  matter,  and  clouds,  like 
lakes  of  water,  hung  over  our  heads,  from 
whence  the  thirfty  land  hath  been  foaked,  I 
have,  at  times,  with  awfulnefs,  beheld  the  ve¬ 
hement  operation  of  lightning,  made  fome- 
times  to  accompany  theff  bleffmgs,  as  a  liief- 

S  3  fenger 


*  When  crops  fail,  I  often  feel  a  tender  care  that  the  cafe 
of  poor  tenants  may  be  mercifully  confidered. 
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fengfrfrom  H  i  m  who  created  ail  things,  to- 
remind  us  of  our  duty  in  a  right  ufe  of  thofe 
benefitSji  and  give  flriking  admonitions,  that, 
we  do  not  mifapply  thofe  gifts,  in  which  an 
almighty-  pow'er  is  exerted,  in^^bedowing 
thern  upon  us. 

When  I  have  confidered  that  many  of  our 
fellow-creatures  fufter  much  in  fome  places, 
for  want  of  the  neceifaries  of  life,  whilft  thofe 
who  rule  over  them  are  too  much  given  to 
luxury  and  divers  vanities j  and  behold  the 
apparent  deviation  from  pure  vvifdom  among d 
us,  in  the  ufe  of  the  outward  gifts  of  God  ; 
thofe  marks  of  famine  have  appeared  like 
bumbling  admonitions  from  him,  that  we 
might  be  inftrudled  by  gentle  chadifements, 
and  might  ferioully  confider  cur  ways  j  re¬ 
membering  that  the  outward  fupply  of  life  is 
a  gift  from  our  heavenly  Father,  and  that  we 
diould  no  more  venture  to  ufe,  or  apply,  his 
gifts,  in  a  way  contrary  to  pure  wifdom. 

Should  we  continue  to  rejedf  thofe  merci¬ 
ful  admonitions,  and  ufe  his  gifts  at  home, 
contrary  to  the  gracious  defign  of  the  giver, 
or  fend  thern  abroad  in  a  way  of  trade,  which 
the  fpirit  of  truth  doth  not  lead  into;  and 
fhould  he,  whofe  eyes  are  upon  all  our  ways, 
extend  his  chadifements  fo  far  as  to  reduce 


us  to  much  greater  didrefs  than  hath  yet  been 
felt  by  ibefe  provinces ;  with  what  forrow  of 
heart  might  we  meditate  on  that  fubjedt  ! 
‘‘  Haft  thou  not  procured  this  unto  thyfelf, 
in  that  thou  haft  forfaken  the  Lord  thy 
<<  Qod|  when  he  led  thee  by  the  wav 

Thine 
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“  Thine  own  wickednefs  fliall  correct  thee* * 
and  thy  backflidings  fliall  reprove  theo' 
“  know  therefore  and  fee,  that  it  is  an  evil 
“  thing  and  bitter,  that  thou  haft  forfakeri 
“  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  that  my  fear  is  not 
in  thee,  faith  the  Lord  God  of  hofts.t  Jer. 
ii.  17,  19. 

My  mind  hath  often  been  affeded  with 
forrow,  in  beholding  a  wrong  application  of 
the  gifts  of  our  heavenly  Father?  and  thofe 
expreffions  concerning  the  defilement  of  the 
earth  have  been  opened  to  my  underftanding : 
“  The  earth  was  corrupt  before  God,  and 
“  the  earth  was  filled  with  violence.”  Gen. 
vi,  II.  Again,  Ifaiah  xxiv.  5.  “  The  earth 
“  alfo  is  defiled  under  the  inhabitants  there- 
“  of,  becaufe  they  have — broken  the  ever- 
“  lading  covenant.” 

The  earth,  being  the  work  of  a  divine  pow¬ 
er,  may  not  as  fuch  be  accounted  unclean ; 
but,  when  violence  is  committed  thereon,  and 
the  channel  of  righteoufnefs  fo  obftruded, 
that  “  in  our  fkirts  are  found  the  blood  of 
“  the  fouls  of  poor  innocents  ?  not  by  a  fe- 
“  cret  fearch,  but  upon  all  thefe.”  Jerem. 
11.  34.  ^ 

When  blood,  flied  unrighteoufly,  remains 
unatoned  for,  and  the  inhabitants  are  not 
effedtually  purged  from  it  ?  when  they  do  not 
walh  their  hands  in  innocency,  as  was  figu¬ 
red  in  the  law,  in  the  cafe  of  one  being  found 

S  4  I  '  ‘  flain  ? 

'  ^ 

r;  ^  ■ 

*  See  a  caution  and  warning  to  Great-Brlcain  and  her  co¬ 
lonies,  page  31. 
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flain  5  but  feek  for  gain  arifing  from  Icenes  of 
violence  and  oppreflion  j  here  the  land  is  pol¬ 
luted  with  blood.  Deut.  xxi.  6. 

Moreover,  when  the  earth  is  planted  and 
tilled,  and  the  fruits  brought  forth  are  applied 
to  fupport  .unrighteous  purpofes  ;  here,  the 
gracious  defign  of  infinite  goodnefs,  in  thefe 
his  gifts,  being  perverted,  the  earth  is  defiled, 
and  the  complaint,  formerly  uttered,  become^ 
applicable  t  *■*  Thou  had  made  me  to  ferve 
“  with  thy  fins  ;■  thou  haft  wearied  me  with 

thine  iniquities.”  ifajah  xliii.  24. 
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SUNDRY  SUBJECTS. 

Firft  printed  in  London,  1773. 


CHAP.  I. 

On  loving  our  Neighbours  as  curfelves. 

WHEN  we  love  the  Lord  with  all  out 
hearts,  and  his  creatures  in  his  love, 
we  are  then  preferved  in  tendernefs  both  to¬ 
ward  mankind  and  the  animal  creation  j  but, 
if  another  fpirit  gets  room  in  our  minds,  and 
we  follow  it  in  our  proceedings,  we  are  then 
in  the  way  of  difordering  the  affairs  of  fociety. 

Jf  a  man,  fuccefsful  in  bufinefs,  expends 
part  of  his  income  in  things  of  no  real  ufe, 
while  the  poor  employed  by  him  pafs  through 
great  difficulties  in  getting  the  neceffaries  of  life, 
this  requires  his  ferious  attention. 


/ 


If 
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If  feveral  principal  men  in  bufinefs  unite  in 
fetting  the  wages  of  thofe  who  work  for  hire, 
and  therein  have  regard  to  a  profit  to  them- 
felves  anfwerable  to  unneceffary  expence  in 
their  families,  while  the  wages  of  the  others, 
on  a  moderate  induftry,  will  not  afford  a  com¬ 
fortable  living  for  their  families,  and  a  proper 
education  for  their  children  j  —  this  is  like  lay¬ 
ing  a  temptation,  in  the^way  of  fome,  to  ftrive 
for  a  place  higher  than  they  are  in,  when  they 
have  not  ftock  fufficient  for  it. 

Now  !  feel  a  concern,  in  the  fpring  of  pure 
love,  that  all,  who  have,  plenty  of  outward 
fubftanc'e,  may  example  others  in  the  right  ufe 
of  things  ;  may  carefully  look  into  the  condi¬ 
tion  of -poor  people;  and  beware  of  exadting 
on  them  with  regard  to  their  wages. 

O  O 

While  hired  labourers,  by  moderate  induf- 
try,  through  the  divine  bleffing,  mav  live  com¬ 
fortably,  raife  up  families,  and  give  them  fuit-  ' 
able  education,  it  appears  reafonable  for  them 
to  be  content  with  their  wages. 

If  they,  who' have  plenty,  love  their  fellow- 
creatures  in  that  love  which  is  divine,  and  in 
all  their  proceedings  have  an  equal  regard  to 
the  good  of  mankind  univerfally,  their  place 
in  fociety  is  a  place  of  care,  an  office  requi¬ 
ring  attention ;  and,  the  more  we  polTefs,  the 
greater  is  our  truft  ;  and,  with  an  increafe  of 
treafure,  'an  increafe  of  care  becomes  necef- 
fary. 

When  our  will  is  fubjedl  to  the  will  of  God, 
and,  in  relation  to  the  things  of  this  world, 
we  have  nothing  in  view  but  a  comfortable 

living 
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living  equally  with  the  reft  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  then  outward  treafures  are  no  farther 
defirable  than  as  we  feel  a  gift  in  our  minds 
equal,  to  the  truft,  and  ftrength  to  ail,  as  duti¬ 
ful  children,  in  his  fervice  who  hath  formed  all 
mankind,  and  appointed  a  fubfiftence  for  us  in 
this  world. 

A  defire  for  treafures,  on  any  other  motive, 
appears  to  be  againft  that  command  of  our  blef- 
fed  Saviour,  “  Lay  not  up  for  yourfelves  trea- 
“  fures  on  earth.” ,  Matt.  vi..  19. 

He  forbids  not  laying  up  in  the  fummer 
againft  the  wants  of  winter  ;  nor  doth  he 
teach  us  to  be  flothful  in  that  which  properly 
relates  to  our  being  in  this  world  ;  but,  in 
this  prohibition,  he  puts  \n  yourfelves  :  “  Lay 
“  not  up  for  yourfelvos  treafures  here  on 
“  earth.” 

Now,  in  the  pure  light,  this  language  is 
underftood  ;  for  in  the  love  ,of  Chrift  there  is 
no  refpect  of  perfonsj  and,  while  we  abide  in. 
his  love,  we  live  not  to  ourfelves,  but  to  him 
who  died  for  us  ;  and,  as  we  are  thus  united 
in  fpirit  to  Chrift,  we  are  engaged  to  labour  in 
promoting  that  work  in  the  earth  for  which  he 
fuftered.  ^ 

In  this  ftate  of  mind  our  defires  are,  that 
every  honeft  member  in  fociety  may  have  a 
portion  of  treafure,  and  ftiare  of  truft,  anfwer- 
able  to  that  gift  with  which  our  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther  hath  gifted  us. 

In  great  treafure  there  is  a  great  truft. 

A  great  truft  requireth  great  care. 

.  ;Put  the  laborious  uiiud  wttnts  reft. 


A  pious 
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A  pious  man  is  content  to  do  a  Ih are  of 
bufinefs  in  fociety,  aniwerable  to  the  gifts  with  ' 
xvhich  he  is  endowed,  while  the  channels' of 
bufinefs  ere  free  from  unrighteoufnefs-;  but 
is  careful  lefi:  at  any  time  his  heart  be  over¬ 
charged. 

In  the  harmonious  fpirit  of  fociety  “  Chrift- 
“  is  all  in  all.’'  Col.iii.  ij. 

Here  it  is  that  “  old  things  are  paft  away,' 
all  things  are  new,  all  things  are  of  God,” 
2  Cor.  V.  17,  18.  and  the  defire  for  outward 


riches  is  at  an  end. 

They  of  low  degree,  who  have  fmall  gifts, 
enjoy  their  help  who  have  large  gifts  ;  thofe 
with  their  fmall  gifts  have  a  fmall  degree  of 
care,  while  thefe  with  their  large  gifts  have  a 
large  degree  of  care  :  and  thus  to  abide  in  the 
love  of  Chrift,  and  enjoy  a  comfortable  living' 
ih  this  world,  is  all  that  is  aimed  at  by  thofe 
members  in  fociety  to  whom  Chrift  is  made' 
wifdom  and  rightcoufnefs. 

But  when  they,  who  have  much  treafure, 
are  not  faithful  ftewards  of  the ‘gifts  ot  God, 
great  difficulties  attend  it. 


Now,  this  matter  hath  deeply  affefled  my 
mind.  The  Lord,  through  merciful  chaffile- 
ments,  hath  given  me  a  feeling  of  that  love 
in  which  the  harmony  of  fociety  ftandeth, 
and  a  fight  of  the  growth  of  that  feed  which 
bringeth  forth  wars  and  great  calamities  in  the 
world  5  and  a  labour  attends  me  to  open  it  to 
others. 

Now,  to  aft  with  integrity,  according  to 
that  ftrength  cf  mind  and  body  with  which 

our 
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our  Creator  hath  endowed  each  of  us,  appears 
neceflary  for  all  ;  and  he,  who  thus  ftands  in 
the  loweft  Ration,  appears  to  be  eiititled  to  as 
comfortable  and  convenient  a  living  as  he 
whofe  gifts  of  mind  are  greater  and  whofe 

cares  are  more  extenfive. 

If  fome,  endowed  with  ftrong  underftand- 
ings.  as  men,  abide  not  in  the  harmonious 
Rate  in  which  we  “  love  our  neighbours  as 
“  ourfelves,”  but  walk  in  that  fpirit  in  which 
the  children  of  this  world  are  wife  in  their 
generation,  thefe,  by  the  Rrength  of  contri¬ 
vance  may  fometimes  gather  great  treafure  ; 
but  the  wifdom  of  this  world  is  fooliihnefs 
with  God  ;  and,  if  we  gather  treafures  in 
worldly  wifdom,  we  lay  up  “  treafures  for 
“  ourfelves;”  and  great  treafures,  managed 
in  any  other  fpirit  than  the  fpirit  of  truth, 
diforder  the  affairs  of  fociety ;  for  hereby 
the  good  gifts  of  God,  in  this  outward  crea¬ 
tion,  are  turned  into  the  channels  of  worldly 
honour,  and  frequently  applied  to  fupport 
luxury,  while  the  wages  of  poor  labourers  are 
fuch,  that,  with  moderate  induRry  and  fru¬ 
gality,  they  cannot  live  comfortably,  raife  up 
families,  and  give  them  fuitable  education  ; 
but,  through  the  Rraightnefs  of  their  condi¬ 
tion,  are  often  drawn  on  to  labour  under  wea- 
rinefs,  to  toil  through  hardfhips  themfelves, 
and  frequently  to  opprefs  thofe  ufeful  animals 
with  which  we  are  entruRed. 

From  age  to  age,  throughout  all  ages,  di¬ 
vine  love  is  that  alone,  in  which  dominion 
has  been,  is,  and  will  be,  rightly  condudted.' 

In 
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In  this  the  endowments  of  men  are  fo  em¬ 
ployed,  that  the  friend  and  the  governor  are 
united  in  one,  and  oppreffive  cuftoms  come  to 
an  end. 

Riches,  in  the  hands  of  individuals  in  fo- 
ciefy,  are  attended  with  fome  degree  of  power} 
and,  fo  far  as  power  is  put  forth  feparate  from 
pure  love,  fo  far  the  government  of  the  Prince 
of  peace  is  interrupted ;  and,  as  we  know  not 
that  our  children  after  us  will  dwell  in  that 
Rate  in  which  power  is  rightly  applied,  to  lay 
up  riches  for  them  appears  to  be  againft  the 
nature  of  his  government. 

The  earth,  through  the  labour  of  men  un¬ 
der  the  bleffing  of  him  who  formed  it,  yield- 
eth  a  fupply  for  the  inhabitants,  from  gene¬ 
ration  to  generation,  and  they,  who  walk  in 
the  pure  light,  have  their  minds  prepared  to 
tafte  and  relith  not  only  thofe  bleffings  which 
are  fpiritual,  but  alfo  feel  a  fweetnefs  and  fa- 
tisfadlion  in  a  right  ufe  of  the  good  gifts  of 
God  in  the  vifible  creation. 

Here  we  fee  that  man’s  happinefs  Rands 
not  in  great  pofleffions,  but  in  a  heart  de¬ 
voted  to  follow  ChriR,  in  that  ufe  of  things, 
where  cuRoms,  contrary  to  univerfal  love,  have 
no  power  over  us.' 

In  this  Rate  our  hearts  are  prepared  to  truR 
in  God,  and  our  defires  for  our  children  and 
poflerity  are,  that  they,  with  the  reR  of  man¬ 
kind,  in  ages  to  come,  may  be  of  that  num¬ 
ber,  of  whom  he  hath  faid,  “  I  will  be  a 
“  father  to  them,  and  they  R^all  be  my  fans 
“  and  daughters,”  2  Cor.  vi.  1 8. 


When 
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When  wages  in  a  fruitful  land  bear  fo  fmall 
a  proportion  to  the  neceflaries  of  life,  that 
poor  honeft  people  who  have  families  cannot, 
by  a  moderate  induRry,  attain  to  a  comfort¬ 
able  living,  and  give  their  children  fufficient 
learning,  but  muft  either  labour  to  a  degree 
of  oppreffion,  or  elfe  omit  that  which  appears 
to  be  a  duty  ; 

While  this  is  the  cafe  with  the  poor,  there 
is  an  inclination  in  the  minds  of  moft  people 
to  prepare  at  leafl:  fo  much  treafure  for  their 
children,  that  they  with  care  and  moderate 
induftry  may  live  free  from  thefe  hardfhips 
which  the  poor  pafs  through. 

Now  this  fubjedt  requireth  our  ferious  con- 
fideration:  to  labour  that  our  children  trtay 
be  put  in  a  way  to  live  comfortably  appears 
in  itfelf  to  be  a  duty,  fo  long  as  thefe  our 
labours  are  confident  with  univerfal  righte- 
oufnefsj  but  if,  in  ftriving  to  fhun  poverty, 
we  do  not  walk  in  that  date  where  “  Chridis 
“  our  life,”  then  we  wander ;  “  He,  that 
"  hath  the  Son,  hath  life,”  i  John  v.  12. 
“  This  life  is  the  light  of  men,”  John  i.  4, 
If  we  walk  not  in  this  light,  we  w^alk  in 
darknefs,  and  “  he  that  walketh  in  darknefs, 
“  knoweth  not  whither  he  goeth,”  John 

35* 

To  keep  to  right  means,  in  labouring  to 
attain  a  right  end,  is  necelTary :  if,  in  driving 
to  fhun  poverty,  we  drive  only  in  that  date, 
where  Chrid  is  the  light  of  our  life,  our  la¬ 
bours  will  dand  in  the  true  harmony  of  lo- 
ciety;  but  if  people  are  confident  that  the 

end 
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end  aimed  at  is  good,  and  in  this  confidence 
purfue  it  fo  eagerly,  as  not  to  wait  for  the 
ipirit  of  truth  to  lead  them,  then  they  come 
to  lofs.  “  Chrift  is  given  to  be  a  leader  and 
“  commander  of  the  people,”  Ifaiah  Iv.  -  a. 
Again;  “  The  Lord  ihall  guide  thee.contU 
“  nually,”  Ifaiah  Iviii.  12.  Again;  “  Lord, 
“  thou  wilt  ordain  peace  for  us  ; .  for  thou 
“  alfo  haft  wrought  all  our  works  in  us,” 
Ifaiah  xxvi.  12. 

“  In  the  Lord  have  we  righteoufnefs  and 
“  ftrength,”  Ifaiah  xlv.  24. 

In  this  ftate  our  minds  are  preferved  watch¬ 
ful  in  following  the  leadings  of  his  fpirit  in 
all  our  proceedings  in  this  world,  and  a  care 
is  T  felt  for  a  reformation  in  general,  that 
our  own  pofterity,  w^ith  the  reft  of  mankind 
in  fucceeding  ages,  may  not  be  entangled 
by  oppreffive  cuftpms,  tranfmitted  to  them 
through  our  hands :  but  if  people,  in  the 
narrownefs  of  natural  love,  are  afraid  that 
their  children  will  be  opprefled  by  the  rich, 
and,  through  an  eager  defire  to  get  treafures, 
depart  from  the  pure  leadings  of  truth  in  one 
cafe,  though  it  may  feem  to  be  a  fmall  mat¬ 
ter,  yet  the  mind  even  in  that  fmall  matter 
may  be  emboldened  to  continue  in-  a  way  of 
proceeding,  without  waiting  for  the  divine 
Leader. 

Thus  people  tnay  grow  expert  in  bufinefs,, 
wdle  in  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  retain  a 
fair  reputation  amongft  men,  and  yet,  being 
ftrangers  to  the  voice  of  Chrift,  the  fafe  lead¬ 
er  of  his  flock,  the  treafu'es,  thus  gotten, 

may 
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ttiay  be  like  fnares  to  the  feet  of  their  pofte- 

rity-  - 

Now,  to  keep  faithful  to  the  pure  courifel- 
lor,  and,  under  trying  circuniliances,  fufFer 
adverfity  for  righteoiifnefs  fake,  in  this  there 
is  a  reward. 

If  we,  being  poor,  are  hardly  dealt  ivith 
by  thofe  who  are  rich,  and,  under  this  didi- 
culty,  are  frugal  and  indufirionSj  and  in  true 
humility  open  our  cafe  to  them  who  opprefs 
us,  this  may  reach  the  pure  witnefs  in  their 
minds  j  and  though  v/e  fhould  retllaln  ilndef 
difficulties  as  to  the  outward,  yet,  if  we  abide 
in  the  love  of  Chrift,  ail  will  work  for  our 
good,  r 

When  we  feel  what  it  Is  to  ffiffer  in  the  true 
fuffering  date,  then  we  experience  the  truth 
of  thofe  eXprelTions,  that,  “  as  the  fufFerings 

of  Chrift  abound  in  us,  fo  our  confolatioii 
“  aboundeth  byChrift.”  2  Cor.  i.  5. 

But  if  poor  people,  who  are  hardly  deal! 
with,  do  not  attain  to  the  true  fufferinst  ftatCi 
do  not  labour  in  true  love  with  thole  who 
deal  hardly  with  theiri,  but  envy  their  out¬ 
ward  greatnefs,  miirrnur  in  their  hearts  be- 
caufe  of  their  own  poverty,  and  drive  in  the 
ivifdom  of  this  \vorld  to  get  riches  for  them- 
felves  and  their  children  j  this  is  like  wan¬ 
dering  in  the  dark. 

If  we  who  are  of  a  middle  ftation,  between 
riches  and  poverty,  are  affiedted  at  times  with 
tlieoppreffions  of  the  poor,  and  feel  a  fender 
regard  for  our  poderhy  after  us  1  oh!  hoW  iie- 
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cef^ry  is  it  that  vve  wait  for  the  pure  counfel 
of  truth ! 

Many  have  feen  the  hardflaips  of  the  poor, 
felt  an,  eager  defire  that  their  children  may 
be  put  in  a  way  to  efcape  thefe  hardfhipsj 
but  how  few  have  continued  in  that  pure  love 
which  openeth  our  underftandings  to  proceed 
rightly  under  thefe  diftlculties  1 

How  few  have  faithfully  followed  that  ho¬ 
ly  Leader,  who  prepares  his  people  to  labour 
for  the  reftoration  of  true  harmony  amongll 
our  fellow-creatures  I 

“  In  the  pure  gofpel-fpirit  we  walk  by  faith, 

and  not  by  fight.”  2  Cor.  v.  7. 

In  the  obedience  of  faith  we  die  to  the  nar- 
rownefs  of  felf-love,  and  our  life  being  hid 
with  Chrifi:  jn  God,  our  hearts  are  enlarged 
toward  mankind  univerfally ;  but,  in  depart¬ 
ing  from  the  true  light .  of  life,  many,  in 
ftriving  to  get  treafures,  have  Rumbled  upon 
the  dark  mountains. 

Now,  that  purity  of  life  which  proceeds 
from  faithfulnefs  in  following  the  ipirit  of 
truth,  that  Rate  where  our  minds  are  devo- 
ted  to  ferve  God,  and  all  our  wants  are  bound¬ 
ed  by  his  wifdom,  this  habitation  has -often 
been  opened  before  me  as  a  place  of  retire¬ 
ment  for  the  children  of  the  light,  where 
we,  may  Rand  feparated  from  that  which  dif- 
ordereth  and  confufeth  the  affairs  of  fociety, 
and  where  we  may  have  a  'teflimony  of  our 
innocence  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  who.  behold 
us.  -  ' 


Through  ■ 
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Through  departing  trorli  the  truth  as  it  is 
5n  JefuSj  through  introducing  ways  of  life 
attended  with  unneceff^ry  expenees,  liiany 
wants  have  arifeh^  the  minds  of  people  have 
been  employed  in  ftudying  to  get  wealthy  and 
in  this  purfuit  fome,  departing  from  equity, 
have  retained  a  proteffiou  of  religion;  others 
have  looked  at  their  example,  and  thereby 
been  ftrengthened  td  proceed  farther  in  the 
fame  way:  thus  many  have  encouraged  the 
trade  of  taking  men  from  Africa,  felling  them 
as  flaves.  '  - 

It  hath  been  computed  that  near  otie  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Negroes  have,  of  late  years,  been 
taken  annually  fi*om  that  coall,  by  (laips  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  EngliOi  trade. 

*  As  I  have  travelled  on  religious  viilts,  ini 
forne  parts  of  America,  I  have  leea  many  of 
rhefe  people  under  the  command  of  oveflecrSj- 
in 'a  painful  fervitude.  ■  '  ' 

I  have  beheld  them  as  Gentiles  under  peo¬ 
ple  profeffing  Chriftianity,  not  only  kept  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  holy  fcriptures^  but  under 
great  provocations  to  wrath  ;  of  whom  it 
may  truly  be  flfid,  They  that  rule  over  them 
make  them  to  howl,  and  the  holy  Name 
is  abundantly  blafphemed*”  "  Ifaiah  lii.  5. 
'Where  children  are  taught  to  read  the  facred 

O 

writings  while  young,  and  exampled  in  meek- 
nefs  and  humility,  it  is  often  helpful  to  them  ; 
nor  is  this  any  more  than  a  debt  due  from  us  to 
a  fucceeding  age. 

]>ut  where  youth  are  pinched  for  want  of 
the  necelTaries  of  life,  forced  to  labour  hard 
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under  the  Imrfh  rebukes  of  rigorous  over- 
feers,  and  many  times  endure  unmerciful 
whippings:  in  Inch  an  education,  how  great 
are  the  difadvanrages  they  lie  under !  And 
how  forcibly  do  thel'e  things  work  againft  the 
increafe  of  the  government  of  the  Prince  of 
peace ! 

Humphrey  Smi  h,  in  his  works,  page  125, 

■  fpeaking  of  the  tender  feelings  of  the  love  of 
God  in  his  heart,  when  he  was  a  child,  faid, 
“  By  the  violent  wrathful  nature,  that  ruled 
in  others,  was  my  quietnefs  difturbed,  and 
anger  begotten  in  me  toward  them,  yet  that 
of  God  in  me  was  not  wholly  overcome,  but 
his  love  was  felt  in  my  heart,  and  great  was 
my  grief  when  the  earthly-mindednefs  and 
wrathful  nature  fo  provoked  me  that  1  was 
eftranged  from  it.” 

And  this  1  write  as  a  warning  to  pa¬ 
rents  and  others,  tha*-,  in  the  fear  of  the  li¬ 
ving  God,  you  may  train  up  the  youth,  and 
may  not  be  a  means  of  bringing  them  into 
fuch  alienation.” 

Many  are  the  vanities  and  luxuries  of  the 
■prefent  age,  and,  in  labouring  to  fupport  a 
w'ay  of  living  conformable  to  the  prefent 
world,  the  departure  from  that  wifdom  that  is 
pure.and  peaceable  hath  been  great. 

Under  the  fenle  of  a  deep  revolt,  and  an 
oveiflov/ing  flream  of  unrighteoufnefs,  my 
life  has  been  often  a  life  of  mourning,  and 
tender  defires  are  raifed  in  me  that  the  nature 
or  this  pradice  may  be  laid  to  heart. 


1  have 
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1  have  read  foine  books,  written  by  people 
who  were  acquainted  with,  the  manner  of 

getting  flaves  in  Africa  : 

I  have  had  verbal  relations  of  this  nature 
from  feveral  Negroes  brought  from  Aitica, 

who  have  learned  totalkEnglifh  : 

I  have  fundry  times  heard  Englhlimen 
fpeak  on  this  fubjeG:,  who  have  been  in  A- 
ffica  on  this  bufinefs  ;  and  from  all  thefe  ac¬ 
counts  it  appears  evident  that  great  violence 
is  committed,  and  much  blood  Ihed  in  Africa 
in  getting  flaves. 

When  three  or  four  hundred  flaves  are  put 
in  the  hold  of  a  veflel  in  a  hot  climate,  their 
breathing  foon  affedls  the  air.  Were  that 
number  of  free  people  to  go  palTengers,  with 
all  things  proper  for  their  voyage,  there 
would  inconvenience  anfe  from  their  num¬ 
ber;  but  flaves  are  taken  by  violence,  and 
frequently  endeavour  to  kill  the  white  pep- 
ole,  that  they  may  return  to  their  native 
'  and.  Hence  they  are  frequently  kept  under 
fuch  a  fort  of  confinement,  by  means  of  which 
a  fcent  arifeth  in  the  hold  of  a  fliip,  and  dil- 
tempers  often  break  out  amongrt'  them;  of 
which  many  die.  Of  this  tainted  air,  in  the 
hold  of  fhips  freighted  with  flaves,  I  have 
had  feveral  accounts,  fome  in  print,  and  fomc 
verbal,  and  all  agree  that  the  fcent  is  grie¬ 
vous.  When  thefe  people  are  fold  in  America, 
and  in  the  iflarids,  they  are  made  to  labour 
in  a  manner  more  fervile  and  conftant  than 
that  which  they  were  uled  to  at  home,  that, 

T  3  .  with 
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with  gricf^  with  diftcrent  diet  from  what  has 
hten  common  •  with  them,  and  with  hard  la-? 
hour,  fome  thoufands  are  computed  to  die, 
every  year,  in  what  is  called  the  feafoning. 

1  luis  it  appears  evident  that  great  numbers 
of  thele  people  are  brought,  every  year,  to  an 
ntititnely  end  5  many  of  them  bping  fuch  as 
never  injured  us. 


\^here  the  innocent  .  fuffer  under  hardr 
hearted  men,  even  unto  death,  and  the  chan¬ 
nels  of  equity  are  fo  obftrucfled  that  the  caule 
of  tne  fuaerers  is  not  judged  in  righteoiifnefs, 
‘‘  the  land  is  polluted  with  blood,”  Numb. 


Jixxv. 

Where  blood  hath  been  filed  unrighteoufiy, 

and  remains  unatoned  for,  the  cry  thereof  is 
very  piercing. 

Under  the  humbling  difpenfations  of  divine 
providence,  this  cry  hath  deeply  affedted  my 
heart;  and  I  feel  a  concern  to  open,  as  i  may 
be  enabled,  that  which  lieth  heavy  on  my 
mind.'  .. 


When  “  the  iniquity  of  the  houfp  of  Ifraei 
w  and  of  Judah  was  exceeding  great ;  when 
the  land  was  defiled  with  blood,  and  the 
‘5  city  full  of  perverfenefs,”  Ezek.  ix.  9, 
‘f  fotne  were  found  iighing  and  crying  for 
“  the  abominations  of  the  times.”  Ezek.  ix.  4. 
And  fuch  as  live  under  a  right  feeling  of 
our  condition  as  a  nation,  thefe,  1  truff,  will 
be  fenfible  that  the  Lord  at  this  day  doth  call 
IP  mourning,  though  many  are  ignorant  of 
it.  So  powerful  are  bad  cuftoms,  when  they 
become  general,  th^tt  people,  growing  bold 

through 


through  the  examples  of  one  another,  have 
often  been  unmoved  at  the  moft  ferious  warn- 


of  the  old  world,  faid,  “  They  did  eati  they 
“  drank,  they  married,  and  were  given  in 
“  marriage,  until  the  day  that  Noah  went  into 
“  the  ark,  and  the  flood  came  and  deftroyed- 

“  them  all.”  Luke  xvii.  27.  , 

The  like  he  fpake  concerning  the  people  of 
Sodom,  who  are  alfo  reprefented  by  the  pro¬ 
phet  as  haughty,  luxurious,  and  opprcflive  ; 
“  This  was  the  fin  of  Sodom  ;  pride,  fulnefs 
**  of  bread,  and  abundance  of  idlenefs,  was 
found  in  her,  and  in  her  daughters  j  nei- 
“  ther  did  fhe  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the 
“  poor  and  needy.”  Ezek.  xvi.  49. 

Now,  in  a  revolt  fo  deep  as  this,  when 
much  blood  has  been  died  unrighteoully,  in 
carrying  on  the  flave-trade,  and  in  fupporting 
the  pradice  of  keeping  flaves,  which  at  this. day 
is  u  )atoned  for,  and  creth  from  the  earth,  and 
f:o  n  the  feas,  againfl  the  oppreffor  : 

While  this  pradice  is  continued,  and,  under 
a  great  load  of  guilt,  there  is  more  unrighte- 
oufnefs  committed,  the  date  of  things  is  very 
moving ! 

There  is  a  love  which  (lands  in  nature, 
and  a  parent  beholding  his  child  in  mifery 
hath  a  feeling  of  the  afflidion  ;  but,  in  divine 
love,  the  heart  is  enlarged  toward  mankind 
univerfally,  and  prepared  to  fympathize  with 
flrangers,  though  in  the*  lowed  dations  in 
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Of  this  the  prophet  appears,  to  have  had  a 
feelinjj,  when  he  laid,  “  Have  we  not  all  one 
'■‘.Father?  Hath  not  one  God  created  us? 
“  Vv  by  then  do  we  de^l  peacheroufiy,  every 

man  with  his  brother,  in  prophaning  the  co’l 
“  venant  of  our  fathers  r”  Mai.  ii.  lo. 

He,  who  or  old  heard  the  groans  of  the 
children  of  Ifirael  under  the  hard  tafk-ntaflers 
in  Egypt,  1  truft,  hath  looked  down  from  his 
lioly  habitation  oo  the  miferies  of  thefe  deep¬ 
ly- opprefTed  people.  Many  lives  have  been 
fliortened  througli  extreme  oppreffion,  while 
they  laboured  to  fupport  luxury  and  worldly 
0reatnefs  ;  and,  though  rjiany  people  in  out¬ 
ward  profperity  may  think  ijttle  of  thofe  things, 
yet  the  gracious  Creator  hath  regard  to  the 
cries  of  the  innocent,  however  unnoticed  by 
men. 

.  The  Lord,  in  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  is 
leading  feme  into  the  feeling  of  the  condition 
Oi  this  people,  who  cannot  reft  without  lar 
touring  as^their  advocates  ;  of  which,  in  fome 
meaftire,  I  have  had  experience  ;  for,  in  the 
moyings  of  his  love  in  my  heart,  thefe  poor 
fufterers  have  been  brought  near  to  me. 

I  have  often  been  a  witnefs  to  the  fufferings 
of  the  unoffending  aged  and  infirm,  made  to 
labour  too  hard,  kept  on  a  diet  lefs  comfortable 
th  an  their  weak  ftate  required,  and  expofed  tq 
great  difficulties  under  hard-hearted  men  j  and, 
pnder  the  heart-melting  power  of  divine  love, 
?  their  mifery  hath  felt  to  me  like  the  mifery  of 
my  parents. 

.  Innocent 
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Innocent  youth  have  been  taken  by  violence 
from  their  native  land,  from  their  friends  and 
acquaintance  j  put  on-board  fhips  with  hearts 
laden  with  forrow  ;  expofed  to  great  hardfhips 
at  fea  ;  placed  under  people  where  their  lives 
have  been  attended  with  great  provocation  to 
anger  and  revenge. 

With  the  condition  of  thefe  youth  my 
mind  hath  often  been  affeded,  as  with  the 
afflidions  of  my  children  ;  and,  in  a  feeling 
of  the  mifery  of  thefe  people,  and  of  that 
great  offence  which  is  miniftered  to  them,  my 
tears  have  been  often  poured  out  before  the 
Lord. 

That  holy  fpirit,  which  affcded  my  heart 
when  I  was  a  youth,  I  trufl,  is  often  felt  by 
the  Negroes  in  their  native  land,  inclining 
their  minds  to  that  which  is  righteous ;  and, 
had  the  profeffed  followers  of  Chrift,  in  all 
their  condud  toward  them,  manifefled  a  dif- 
pofition  anfwerable  to  the  pure  principle  in 
their  hearts,  how  might  the  holy  name  have 
been  honoured  amongft  the  Gentiles  !  and 
how  might  we  have  rejoiced  in  the  fulfilling 
of  that  prophecy  !  “  I,  the  Lord,  love  judge- 
‘f  ment ;  1  hate  robbery  for  burnt-offerings ; 
“  and  1  will  dired  their  work  in  truth,  and 
“  make  an  everlafting  covenant  vyith  them. 
‘5  Their  feed  fliall  be  known  amongft  the 
“  Gentiles,  and  their  offspring  amongft  the 
,  people  :  all  that  fee  them  fhall  acknowledge 
f'  them,  that  they  are  the  feed  which  the  Lord 
hath  bleffed.”  Ifaiah  Ixi.  8,  9, 

:  *  i  But, 
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But,  in  the  prefent  flats  of  things,  how  con¬ 
trary  is  this  pradtice  to  .that  meek  fpirit  in 
which  our  Saviour  laid  down  his  life  for  us, 
that  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  might  know  fal- 
vation  in  his  name  ! 

How  are  the  fufferings  of  our  blefled  Re¬ 
deemer  fet  at  naught,  and  his  name  blaf- 
phemed,  amongfl  the  Gentiles,  through  the 
unrighteous /proceedings  of  his  profefTed  fol¬ 
lowers  I 

My  mind  hath  often  been  afFeded,  even  from 
die  days  of  my  youth,  under  a  fenfe  of-  that 
marvellous  work,  for  which  God,  in  infinite 
goodnefs,  fent  his  Son  into  the  world. 

The  opening  of  that  fpring  of  living  wa¬ 
ters,.  which  the  true  believers  in  Chrifl  ex¬ 
perience,  by  which  they  are  redeemed  from 
pride  and  covetoufnefs,  and  brought  into  a 
Rate  of  meeknefs,  where  their  hearts  are  en¬ 
larged  in  true  love  toward  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  univerfally  j  —  this  work,  to  me,  has 
been  precious,  and  the  Spreading  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth  amongll  the  Gentiles  been  very  de- 
firable  and  the  profefTed  followers  of  Chrifl 
joining  in  cufloms  evidently  unrighteous, 
which  manifefliy  tend  to  ftir  up  wrath  and  in- 
creafe  wars  and  defolations,  hath  often  covered 
my  mind  with  forrow. 

-  If  we  bring  this  matter  home,  and,  as  Job 
propofed  to  his  friends,  “  put  our  foul  in  their 
“  fbuTs  flead  j”  (Job  xvi.  4.) 

If  we  confider  ourfelves  and  our  children, 
as  expofed  to  the  hardfliips  which  thefc 
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pie  lie  under,  in  fupporting  an  imaginary  great- 

nefs ;  . 

Did  we,  in  fuch  cafe,  behold  an  increafe  of 

luxury  and  fuperfluity  ampngft  our  oppreflbrs, 
and  therewith  feel  an  increafe  of  the  weight 
of  our  burdens,  and  expetS  our.  pofterity  to 
groan  under  oppreffion  after  us ; 

Under  all  this  mifery,  had  we  none  to  plead 
our  caufe,  nor  any  hope  of  relief  from  man, 
how  would  our  cries  afcend  to  the  God  of  the 
fpirits  of  all  flelh,  who  judgeth  the  world  in 
righteoufnefs,  and,  in  his  own  time,  is  a  refuge 
for  the  oppreffed  ! 

If  they,  who  thus  afflided  us,  vContinued  to 
lay  claim  to  religion,  and  were  affifted  in  their 
bufinefs  by  others,  eftetmed  pious  people,  who, 
through  a  friend fhip  with  them,  fcrengthened 
their  hands  in  tyranny  : 

In  fuch  a  Rate,  when  we  were  hunger- 
bitten,  and  could  not  have  fufficient  nourifh-' 
ment,  but  faw  them  in  fulnefs  pleafing  their 
tafte  with  things  fetched  from  far  : 

When  we  were  wearied  with  labour,  de- 
nied  the  liberty  to  reft,  and  faw  them  fpending 
their  time  at  eafe :  when  garments,  anfwer- 
ahle  to  our  neceffities,  were  denied  us,  while 
we  faw  them  clothed  in  that  which  was  coftly 
and  delicate  : 

Under  fuch  afflidion,  how  would  thefe 
painful  feelings  rife  up  as  witnefles  againft 
their  pretended  devotion  !  and,  if  the  name 
of  their  religion  were  mentioned  in  our  hear¬ 
ing,  how  would  jt  found  in  our  ears,  like  a 

word 
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word  which  fignified  felf- exaltation  and  hard- 
nefs  of  heart ! 

When  a  trade  is  carried  on,  produdive  of 
Kiuch  mifery,  and  they  who  fuffer  by  it  are 
fome  thoufand  miles  ofF,  the  danger  is  the 
greater  of  not  laying  their  fufferings  to 
heart. 

In  procuring  flaves  on  the  coaO:  of  Africa, 
many  children  are  ftolen  privately ;  wars  alfo 
are  encouraged  amongft  the  Negroes,  but  all 
is  .at  a  great  diftance. 

'  Many  groans  arife  from  dying  men,  which 
we  hear  not. 

Many  cries  are  uttered  by  widows  and  fa- 
therlefe  children,  which  reach  not  our  ears. 

•  Many  cheeks  are  wet  with  tears,  and  faces 
fkd'  with  unutterable  grief,  which  we  fee 

not. 

'  Cruel  tyranny  is  encouraged.  The  hands 
of  robbers  are  ftrengthened,  and  thoufands 
reduced  to  the  mod;  abjed  flavery,  who  never 
injured  us. 

•  Were  we  for  the  term  of  one  year  only  to 
be  eye-witneffes  to  what  pafieth  in  getting 
thefe  flaves : 

Were  the  blood  which  is  there  flaed  to  be 
Ip'finkled  on  our  garment's : 

Were  the  poor  captives  bound  with  thongs, 
heavy  laden  with  elephants  teeth,  to  pafs  be¬ 
fore  our  eyes  on  their  way  to  the  fea  : 

Were  their  .  bitter  lamentations  day  after 
day  to  ring  in  our  ears,  and  their  mournful 
cries  in  the  night  to  binder  us  from  lleep- 
ing :  • 


Were 
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Were  we  to  hear  the  found  of  the  tumult 
when  the  Haves  on-board  the  (hips  attempt 
to  kill  the  Engllfli,  and  behold  the  ilTue  of 
thofe  bloody  conflicts : 

What  pious  man  could  be  a  witnefs  to  thefe 
thino's,  and  fee  a  trade  carried  on  in  this  manner, 
with1)ut  being  deeply  afFeded  with  forrow  ?  ■ 

Through  abiding  in  the  love  of  Chrift  we 
feel  a.  tendernefs  in  our  hearts  toward  our 
fellow- creatures,  entangled  in  opprelTive  cuf- 
toms ;  and  a  concern  fo  to  walk,  that  our 
condud  may  not  be  a  means  of  ftrengthening 
them  in  error. 

It  was  the  command  of  the  Lord,  through 
Mofes,  “  Thou  lhalt  not  fufier  fin  upon  thy 
“  brother :  thou  flialt  in  any  wife  rebuke  thy 
“  brother,  and  fhalt  not  fuffer  fin  upon  him.’’ 
Lev.-xix.  17. 

Again;  “  Keep  far  from  a  falfe  matter; 
“  and  the  innocent  and  righteous  flay  thoii 

not.”  Exod.  xxiii.  7. 

The  prophet  Ifaiah  mentions  oppreflion  as 
that  which  the  true  church,  in  time  of  out¬ 
ward  quiet,  fhould  not  only  be  clear  of,  but 
{hould  he  far  Jrom  it  •,  “  Thou  fhalt  be  far, 
“  from  oppreflion,”  Ifaiah  liv.  14.  Nowthefe 
words,  far from,  appear  to  have  an  extenfive 
meaning,  and  to  convey  inflrudion  in  regard 
to  that  of  which  Solomon  fpeaks,  “  Though 
hand  join  in  hand,  the  wicked  {hall  not  go 
unpunifhed,”  Prov.  xvi.  5.  ^  . 

it  was  a  complaint  againfl:  one  of  old, 
“  When  thou  faweft  a  thief;  thou  confentedft 
“  with  him.”  Pfal.  1.  18. 


The 
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The  prophet  Jeremiah  repreferits  the  de¬ 
grees  of  preparation  toward  idolatrous  facri- 
hce  in  the  fimilitude"  of  a  wotk  carried  ori 
by  children,  men,  and  women.  “  The 
i*  children  gather  wood,  the  fathers  kindle 
the  fire,  and  the  women  knead  the  dough 
to  bake  cakes  for  the  queen  of  heaven.” 
Jer.  vii.  i8. 

It  was  a  complaint  of  the  Lord  againft-Ifi 
rael,  through  his  prophet  Ezekiel,  that  “  they 
ftrengthened  the  hands  of  the  wicked,  and 
made  the  hearts  of  the  righteous  fad.” 
Ezek.  xiii.  i2. 

i  Some  works  of  iniquity  carried  on  b'y  the 
people  were  reprefen  ted,  by  th'e  prophet  Hofea, 
in  the  fimilitude  of  ploughing,  reaping,  and 
eating  the  fruit ;  “  You  have  ploughed  wick- 
ednefs,  reaped  iniquity,  eaten*  the  fruit  of 
^  lying,  beeaufe  thou  didfl:  trufi,  in  thy  own 
**  way,-  to  the  multitude  of  thy  mighty  men.” 
Hofea  X.  13. 

’  I  have  felt  great  diftrefs  of  mind  fince  I 
came  on  this  ifland,  on  account  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  fociety  being  mixed  with  the 
world  in  various  forts  of  bufinefs  and  traffic, 
carried  on  in  impure  channels.  Great  is  the 
trade  to  Africa  for  Haves  j  and,  in  loading 
thefe  fhips,  abundance  of  people  are  employed 
in  the  manufaitories, 

■  Friends  in  early  time  refufed,  on  a  religi¬ 
ous  principle,  to  make  or  trade  in  fuperflui- 
ties,  of  which  we  have  many  large  teftimo- 
nies  on  record  ;  but;  for  want  of  faithfulnefs, 
fome  gave  way,  even  fome  whofe  examples 
.  ■  were 
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were  of  note  in  fociety,  and  from  thence  o- 
thers  took  more  liberty  :  members  of  our  for- 
ciety  worked  in  fuperfluities,  and  bought  and 
fold  them,  and  thus  dimnefs  of  fight  came 
over  many.  At  length,  friends  got  into  the 
ufe  of  fome  fuperfluities  in  drefs,  and  in  the 
•furniture  of  their  houfes,  and  this  hath  fpread 
from  lefs  to  more,  till  fuperfluity  of  fame 
kinds  is  common  amongft  us. 

In  this  declining  ftate  many  look  at  the 
example  one  of  another,  and  too  much  ne- 
gledt  the  pure  feeling  of  truth.  Of  late  years 
a  deep  exercife  hath  attended  my  mind,  that 
friends  may  dig  deep,  may  carefully  caft  forth 
the  loofe  matter,  and  get  down  to  the  rock, 
the  fure  foundation,  and  there  hearken  to' 
that  divine  voice  which  gives  a  clear  and  cer¬ 
tain  found. 

And  I  have  felt  in  that  which  doth  not  de¬ 
ceive,  that  if  friends,  who  have  known  the 
truth,  keep  in  that  tendernefs  of  heart,  where 
all  views  of  outward  gain  are  given  up,  and 
their  truft  is  only  on  the  Lord,  he  will  gra- 
cioufly  lead  fome  to  be  patterns  of  deep  felf- 
denial  in  things  relating  to  trade  and  han¬ 
dicraft  labour ; .  and  that  fome,  who  have 
plenty  of  the  treafures  of  this  world,  will  ex¬ 
ample  in  a  plain  frugal  life,  and  pay  wages, 
to  fuch  as  they  may  hire,  more  liberally 
than  is  now  cufiomary  in  fome  places. 

The  prophet,  fpeaking  of  the  true  church, 
faid,  “  Thy  people  alfo  ihall  be  all  righte- 

ous.” 

Of  the  depth  of  this  divine  work  feveral 
have  fpoken.  John 
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,,John  ^Gr^toir^  in  his  Journal,  p.  45,  faid, 

,9^7' portion;  I.ihall  not  want, 
wrpught  ail  my.  \vorks  in  me.  I 
am  nothing  but  what  I  am  in  him.” 


Gilbert- Latey,  through  the  powerful  ope¬ 
rations  of  the-fpirit  of  Chrift  in  his  foul,  was 
brought  tOjthat  depth  of  felf-denial,  that  he 
could  npt  join  with  that  proud  fpirit  in  other 
people,  which  inclined  them  to  want  vanities 
and  fuperfhiities.  .This  friend  was  often  a- 
mpngft  the  chief  rulers  of  the  nation  in  times 


of  perfecution,  .and  it  appears, .  by  the  tefti- 
mony.  of- friends,  that  his  dwelling  was  foe* 
vidently  in  the  pure  life  of  . truth,  that,  in  his 
vifits  to  thofe^great  men,  he  found  a  place  in 
thek:  minds  j  and  that  king  James  the  fecond, 
ip  thp  tinaps  of  his  troubles,  made  particular 
pfSitjpn  .  in  a  ’  very  refpedful  manner  of  what 
9jlberC  jj#;ce  faid  to/him.  -  • 

faid  Gilbert  found  a  concern  to  write 
^?5Cpi|lIe*.- in  which  are-  thefe .  expredions  { 
♦f  Fea|:;the,Lord,,  ye  men  of  all  forts,  trades, 
and  leadings,,  apd  leave  off  all  the  evil  .that  is 
i®:;themicfQr  tb.e  Lprd  is^grieved  with  all  the 
evils  ufed  in  your  employments  which  you 
cxercifcd  jn.”  ’  , 

It,,  is  eyehK3:  grief  to  fee  ,how  you  are  fer- 
v|nt§|,to  fin  ahd  rinft  Satan.”  See 

liis?tW.orks;' p.  42,  &c.  ■  ,  ‘ 

~..9corge,.Eox,  in'fan  epifile,  writes  tbus.i 
“  . Friends, .."ftaad  ,  in  the.,- eternal  power*  of 
God,  witnefles  agathli'  tbe^pomps  and  yani-^ 
ties  of  this  world.”  'J; 
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« 

“  Such  tradefniefii  as  ftand  as  wltneiTcs 
in  the  power  of  God^  cannot  fulftl  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  minds  in  tHcfe  vanities,  and  therefore 
they  are  offended  at  thern;” 

*'  Let  all  truft  irt  the  Lofdi  and  wait  pa¬ 
tiently  on  him;  for,  when  truth firft  broke 
forth  in  London,  many  tfadefmch  could  not 
take  fo  much  money  in  their  fhdpsi  for  fome 
time,  as  would  buy  them  btead  and  water, 
becaufe  they  withftood  the  wdHd’s  ways* 
fathions,  and  cufloms ;  yet,  by  their  patient 
M'aiting  on  the  Lord  in  their  good  life  and 
converfation,  they  anfwered  the  truth  in  peo¬ 
ple’s  hearts,  and  thus  their  bufinefs  incfeaf* 
ed.”  Book  of  Do(5frinals,  p.  824. 

Now,  Chrift  our  holy  leader  gracioufly  don* 
tinueth  to  open  the  underffandings  of  his 
people,  and  as  circumftances  alter  from  age 
to  age,  fome,  who  are  deeply  baptized  into  a 
feeling  of  the  ffate  of  things,  are  led  by  his 
holy  Spirit  into  exercifcs  in  fome  refpe^t  dif¬ 
ferent  from  thofe  which  attended  the  faithful 
in  foregoing  ages,  and,  through  the  Gonftrain- 
ings  of  pure  love,  are  engaged  to  open  the 
feelings  they  have  to  others. 

In  faithfully  following  Chrift,  the  heart  is 
weaned  from  the  defire  of  riches,  and  w6 
are  led  into  a  life  fo  plain  and  Ample,  that  a 
little  doth  fuffice,  and  thus  the  way  openeth 
to  deny  ourfelves,  under  all  the  tempting  al¬ 
lurements  of  that  gain,  which  we  know . is 

the  gain  of  unrighteoufneft. 
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'  The  apoftle,  fpe^king  on  this  fubjea,  aik- 
eth  this  queflion;,'«  What  fellowAip  hath 

'  righteoufnefs  with  unrtghteoufnefs  ?”  2  Cor. 
VI.  14.  -  And  again  faith,  “  Have  no  followl 
“  Ihip  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs, 
“  but  rather  reprove  them.’'  Ephef,  v.  ii! 
Again,  “  'Be  not  partaker  of  other  men’s  fins, 
keep  thyfelf  pure.”  i  Tim.  v.  22. 

Where  people,  through  the  power  of  Chriff, 
are  thoroughly  fettled  in  a  right  ufe  of  things, 
freed  ^from  .all  unnecefiary  care  and  expence, 
the  mind,  in  this  true  refignation,  is  at  liberty, 
from  the  bands  of  a  narrow  felf-intereft,  to 
attend  from  time  to  time  on  the  movings  of 
his  fpirit  upon  us,  though  he  leads  into  that 
through  which’bur  faith  is  clofely  tried. 

The  language  of  Chrift  is  pure,  and,  to  the 
.puTO' in? heart,-  this  pure  language  is  intelligi¬ 
ble  ;  but^  in  the  love  of  money,  the  mind,  being 
intent?  on  gainf  is  too  full  of  human  contrivance 
to  attend  to  it.' :  • 

'It  appeareth  evident,  that  fome  channels  of 
trade  are  .defiled  with  unrighteoafnefs,-  that 
the  minds  of  many  are  intent  on  getting  trea^.. 
fures  to  fupport  a  Kfe,  in  which  there  are  many 
tinneeeffary.expences. 

e  ^A'nd  Ir  feel  a  living  concern  attend  my 
tnind,  thaty  uuder  thefe  difficulties,  we  may 
humbly  follow,  our  heavenly  .Shepherd,  who 
gracioufly  regardeth  his  fiock,  and  is  willing 
and  able  to  fupply  us  .  both  inwardly  and  out¬ 
wardly  with  clean  provender,  that  hath,  been 
•winnowed  with  the  fhovei  and  the  fan,  where 
we  may  -fow  to  ourfelves  in  righteou!nefs,. 

**  reap 


“  reap  in  mercy,”  Hofea  x.  iZ}  -and  not  be 
defiled  with  the  works  of  iniquity.. 

Where  cufioms  contrary  to-'pure  wifdom 
are  tranfmiited  to  pofteritVi  it  appears  to  be 
an  injury  committed  againft  them  j  and  I  ofteri 
feel  tender  compaifion  toward  a  young  genera¬ 
tion,  arid  defires  that  their  difficulties  may  not 
beincreafed  through  unfaithfulnefs  in  us  of  the 
prefent  age* 


; 


L 
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N  the  trade  to  Africa  for  liavesj  and  in  thi 


I  managetnerit  of  fhvps  going  on  thefe  voy^ 
ages,  many  of  ouf  lads  and  young  meh  have  a 
confiderable  part  of  their  education. 

NoWj  what  piotis  fathetj  beholding  hiS  fort 
placed  in  one  of  thefe  fhips  to  learn  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  a  mariner,  couM  forbearf  mourrdng  over 
him  ?  -  ^ 

Where  youth  ate  exampled*  in  means  of 
getting  money,  fo  full  of  -  violence  and  ufed 
to  exercife  fuch  cruelties  'on -their  feliow- crea¬ 
tures,  the  difad vantage  to  them  in  their  edu¬ 
cation  is  very  great.  '  ‘  ■•;5 

But  I  feel  it  in  my  mind  to  write  concerning 
the  feafaring  life  in  genera!.  •  v.  ' 

In  the  trade  carried  on  -from  the  Weft-In¬ 
dies,  and  from  fome  parts  of  the  continent. 


U  2 
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o  * 

the  produce  .of  the  labour  of  flaves  is  a  con- 
i^etablfpart^*^" 

;  ,/il“'.faj^^  'are  frequently  at  the  ports 
^here  flaves  abound,  and  converfe  often  with 
people  who  opprefs  them  without  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  remorfe,  and  often  with  failors  employ- 
ied  ini  theflave-trade,  how  powerfully  do  thefe 
evil  examples  fpread  amongft  the  feafaring 
youth ! 

*  1  have  had  many  opportunities  to  feel  and 
underftand  the  general  ftate  of  the  feafaring 
life  amongfl:  us,  and  my  mind  hath  often 
been  fad  on  account  of  fo  many  lads  and 
young  men  being  trained  up  amidfl:  fo  great 
corruption.^ 

t^lbnder  .the '  humblm^^  of  Chrifl  I 

hC^e'teen,^^^  leadings  of  his  holy 

^i^ri^vV'ere  faithfully  '  attend^  to  by  his  pror 
fe|fed  followers, in  general,  the  heathen  nati- 
bb  s  ^'WOuld  be 'templed  in  ' righteoufnefs.  A 
Idfs  humber  bf"  jjepple'  w  be  employed  oq 
theYeas:^  ^  trade  would  be 

ihdre'  free‘  from  defilement.  Fewer  people 
would  be  erntiloyed  in  vanities  and  fuper- 

fluities.  ,  .  ^  ‘  ,  ,  ■  ■  . 

'  The  inhabirahts"‘of  cifl^^  would  be  lefs  in 

number.  . 

■  Thofewho  haw‘mUch  lands  would  become: 
fathers  to  theppor.  u- 

More'  p^^  ’n  the 

Eve‘et  employment  '  of  hufbanciry)  and,  in  the 
path  of  pure  wrfdbrh, '"labour  yOuld  bfe  an  a- 
g  eeable,  healthful,  employm^h' , 


’ '  'V  ^'1 ' .  H  r  1  * )  f  ■  ■  ^ . ' 
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In  the  opening  of  thefe  things  iq  n)y|niind, 
I  feel  a  living  concern  that  we,  who  have  felt 
divine  love  in  our  hearts,  may  faithfully  abide 

in  it,  and,  like  good  foldiers,  efidjurcT  hardncfs 

Ibr  Chrift’s  fake.  ,  ;  '  ‘  f  :  , 

He,  our  bleffed  Sayiopr,  .  exhorting.  hi.< 
lowers  to  love  one  another,  adds,  “  As  I  have 
"  loved  you.”  John  xiii.  34.  j  i  -  , 

He  loved  Lazfrus,  , yet.,  jn,.-hi§,  .fickpefs  did 


not  heal  him,'Vb'ht;,  left ,  .eri(|ufe  -the 


pains  of  .death,,',  that,  in  •feftdfipgth^^^^ 
the*  people  njight^  be  ,  confirrhed  Jjij'  ?the  true 
laith.  >  ^  ... 

He  loved  his  difclples,  but  lentm^m  ^fortlt, 
on  a  melTage..,.  attended  with  great  difficulty, 
ampngft  hard-hearted,  people,  ..fopne  pfwfipnt 
would  think  that '  ip.'  killing  them '  they -  ^ 
Ood  lervice.  .  ^  v  .  : 

So  deep  is  diyin?  joye^^,  ;"that;.>n  ft 
abiding  in  it,  we  are_  prepareif  ,to  ;deny  pur^ 
felves  all  that  gain^  vvhich*  Js,  contrary 
pure  wifdom.,  i  and  tp  follow  even  under 

contempt,  and  throughTuffeJngs, 

While  friends  were  kept  truly'  humble,  and 
walked  according  to  the  purity; of  opr  prin¬ 
ciples,  the  divine  witnefs'ih  many  hearts  was 
reached;  but  when  a  worldly  fpirit  got  en¬ 
trance,  therewith  came  in  luxuries  and  fu- 
perfluities,  and  fpread,  by  little  and  little, 
even  amongft  the  foremoft  rank  in  fociety, 
and  from  thence  others  took  liberty  in  that  way 
more  abundantly. 

In  the  continuation  of  thefe  things,  from 
parents  to  children,  there  were  many  wants 

U  3  '  to 


^94  Oh  A  SAILOR’S  LIFE, 

to  fupply,  even  w^nts  unknown  to  friends 
while  th«y  faithfully  followed  Chrift  :  and, 
In  ftrivmg  to  fupply  thefe  wants,  many  have 
ex^<!led  on  the  poor  ;  many  have  entered  ort 
employments,  in  which  they  often  labour  ii> 
ppholding  pride  and  vanity.  Many  have  look¬ 
ed  on  one  another,  and  been  ftrengthened  irf 
thefe  things,  one  by  the  example  of  another ; 
and,  as  to  the  pure  divine  feeing,  dimnefs  hath 
pome  over  mahy,  and  the  channels  of  true  bro¬ 
therly  love  been  obftrudled, 

People  'may  have  nO  intention-  to  opprefe, 
yet,  by  entering  on  expenfiye  ways  of  lifc^ 
their  minds  may  be  fo  entangled  therein,  and 
fo  engaged  to  fupport  expenfive  cuftoms,  as 

be  eftra-nged  from  the  pure  fympathizing 

fplttt..  ‘  • 

/As  I  have  travelled  in  England,  I  have  had 

aHc^der  feeling  of  the  condition  of' poor  peo¬ 
ple- j  fdme  of  whom,  though  honeff  and  in-r 
duftrious*,  have  nothing  to  fpare  toward  paying 

for  the  fehodlipg  of  their  children, 

'  There  is  a  proportion  between  labour  and 
the  neceflaries  of  life  ;  and,  in  true  brotherly 
lovef  the  mind  is  open  to  feelafterthe  necef- 
Fties  oPthe  poor, 

Araongft  the  poor,  there  are  fome  that  a^e 
weah  through  age,  and  others  of  a  weakly 
nature,  who  P^fs  through  ftrails,  in-  very  pri¬ 
vate  }ifp,  wHhoitt  afit-ing  from  the  pub¬ 

lic. 

Such,  as  are  ftrpng  and  healthy,  may  do 

eakly,  may  be 

that,  in- a  day, 
which 


that  bufinefs,  which,  to  the 
pppreffiye  j  and  in  performtn 
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which  is  efteemed  a  day’s  labour,  by  ^weakly 
perfons,  in  the  field  and  in  the;0»ops,  and  by 
weakly  women  who  fpiri  and  knj|  in  the  ma,-* 
nufadtories,  they  often  pafs  through  wearir 
nefs  ;  and  many  fighs,  I  believe,  are  uttered  in 
fecret,  unheard  by  fome  who  might  eafe.  tneij: 
burdens*  ,  .  .  , 

Labour,  in  the  right  medium,  is  healthy  } 
but,  in'too  much  of  it,  thereds  a  painful  wea- 
rinefs  ;  and  the  hardfliips  of  tnp  .  poor  '  are 
fometimes  increafed  through  want  of  more  a-* 
greeable  hourilhment,  more  plentiful  fuel  for 
the  fire,  and  warmer*clothing  in. the  winter, 
than  their  wages  will  anfwen  .  > 

When  I  have  feen  plenty,  in  fome  houfes, 
to  a  degree  of' luxury,,  the  condition,  of  poor 
children  brought  up  without  learning,  and  the 
condition  of  the  weakly  and  aged,  who  'ftrive 
to  live  by  their  labour,  have  often,  revived  in 
my  mind,  as  cafes  of  which  fome,  who  live.in 
fulnefs,  need  to  be  put  in  remembrance. 

There  are  few,  if  any,. who  could  behold 
their  fellow-creatures  lie  dong,  ip  difltefs,  'and 
forbear  to  help  them,  wheh*,th6y,could%dQ„it 
without  any  inconvenience, but  cvrf£oms„,.re- 
quiring  much  labour  to  fuppqr^tjjhem,*.  do./|f“ 
ten  lie  heavy  on  the  poor„  .^yKhiie:they  w^Jive 
in  thefe  cuftoms  are  fb  entangled* in  aJnihltitqde 
of  unnecelTary,  concern,  .tfia^j^d^eyj.thinkf hut 
little  of  the  hardfliips  which  th.e’poqr  pewple  go 
through,  ■ ;  , 
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WORSHIP  in  filence  hath  eften’  -been 
refrcfliing  to  my  mind,  and  a  care  at-' 
t«nds  ine  that  a  yoang  generation  may  feel  the 
baiurc  of  this  worlhip. 

Great  pxpence  arifeth  in  rdation  to  that 
which  is  palled  divine  worlhip.’  ' 

-  A  confiderable  part  of  this' expence  is  applied 
toward  outward  greatncf$  5  apd  many  poor 
people,  ip  railine  of  tithe,  labour  jn  fupporring 
CpRoms  contrary  to  the  fimplicity  that  there  is 
in  Chrift ;  tpward ‘whotp-  my  mind  hath  often 
b^n  moved  with  'pity. 

Ip  pure  filcnt  worlhip  ■we  dwellunder  the 
hdly  anointing,  and  feel  Chrift  to-be  our  fhep- 
herd. 

'‘s'  -.  « 

“  '  Here  the  heft  of  teachers  minifters  to  the  fc- 
yeraj  conditions-  of  his  dockV  and  the  foul  re¬ 
ceives',  imniediatcly  fronl'dhe  divine  fountain, 
that  with  which- itds  noufifhed,  - 

.^s'l  ha’^  tfaVelltdJ;  at  times,  where  thofe  of 
pther  focietieli  'ha^  attended  our  meetings, 
and  pefCQf ed  litilc  feme  of  them 

knew  of  the  hatafe  df  filent  worlhip  j  I  have 
felt  tender  dthfes  lP“'ihy  :dlear^  that  we,  who 
often  fit  fileait  iif 'ottf  Ofleefings\  may  live  anf- 
werabie  to  the  patUre  pf  ah-  inward  felJowlhip 
yvith  God,  that  no  ftumbling- block,  through 
us,  may  be  laid  in  theif  way. 


.  Such 
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Such  is  the  load  of  unneceflary  cxpence, 
which  lieth  on  that  .which  ifr^allfed  divine  fer- 
vice,  in  many  places,  and  fo  much  are  the 
minds  of  many  people  ^employed  in  outward 
forms  and  ceremonies,  that  the  opening  of  an 
inward  filent  worlhip,  in  this^  nagOh*  'toMiic 
hath  appeared  to  b©  a  precious-^opepiBg.  ^  v 
Within  the  laft  four  hundrid^featSj^many 
pious  people  have  been  deeply  ?exereifed  i» 
foul,  on  account  of  the  fiiperftUiotv  whkh- pre¬ 
vailed  amongft  the  profeffed  followers-of  QhriRf 
and,  in  fupport  of  their  teftiraor^  ag^ipft  pp- 
preffive  idolatry,  fome,  in  feveralages,  have  fi- 
nilhed  their  courfe  in  the  flatnes;  ^ 

It  appears,  by  the  -  hiftory  'of  the.  reforma4 
tion,  that,  through  the -faithfulncfs  of  the  mafe 
tyrs,  the  underftandings  of  many  have.^beeo.Q.i 
pened,  and  the  .minds  of  people;  from  age  to 
age,  been  more  and  more  prepared  fpr"  a  .real 
Ipiritual  worlhip.  h:.t  *' 

Mv  mind  is  often  affefted  with -a  fe-nfe  of 
the  condition  of  thofe  .people,  who,. ip  diffcr^t 
ages,  have  becn>.meek  and  patipi«,..fpl!p5\UDg 
Ciarift  tltropgh  gre^  afRiftions  t  .-and,,-vy,h^^ 

I  behold  ilie  fevcral  ftcps  of.  refprmatiqnj 
that  clearncfs  to  vyhiph,  .^hrough^dmne  gpod- 
nefs,  it  hath  been  brpcight. by jpuf  ance/lorsj:; 
]  feel  tender  defires,  ,  that  wCji;.whp  fqme^ip^^s 
meet  in  filenc6,;.may.nfver,,.by.  ,pur  cwidult, 
lay  {tumbling- blpql^ssio  thew^ay  pf 
hinder  the  progre^  pf\4lte.jefprpiajic^j4n 
world.  '  ) 

It  was  a  complaint,  againft  foms -jwborwgre 
called  the  Lpfd’s  people,  that  they  'brought 

polluted 
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polluted  bread  to  his  altar,  and  faid  the  table 
oi  the  Lord  was  contemptible. 

In  real  fiJent  worlhip,  the  foul  feeds  on  that 
which  is  divine  ;  but  we  cannot  partake  of  the 
table  of  the  Lord,  and  that  table  which  is  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  God  of  this  world. 

If  Chrift  is  our  fhepherd  and  feedeth  us, 
and  we  are  faithful  in  following  him.  Our  lives 
will  have  an  inviting  language,  and  the  table  of 
the  Lord  will  not  be  polluted. 
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QUARTERLY  and.,MONTHLY 
MEETINGS  OF  FRIENDS. 


Beloved  Friends^ 


EE  LING,  at  this  time,  a  renewed  eon- 
JP  cern,  that  the  pure  principle  of  light  and 
life,  and  the  righteous  fruits  thereof,  may  fpread 
and  prevail  amongft  mankind,  there  is  an  en¬ 
gagement  on  my  heart  to  labour  with  my  bre- 
thpen  in  religious  profeffion,  that  none  of  us 
may  be  a  ftumbling-block  in  the  way  of  others  j 
but  that  we  may  fo  walk,  that  our  conduit,  may 
reach  the  pure  witnefs  in  the  hearts  of  fuch  as 
are  not  in  profeffion  with  us,  .  . 

And,  dear  friends,  while  we  publicly  own 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  our  leader,  the  profef- 
lion  is  in  itfelf  weighty,  and  the  weightinefs 
thereof  increafeth,  in  proportion  as  we  are 
noted  among  the  profelTors  of  truth,  and 

adtive 
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aflive 

.  .  .Many  under  our  profeffion,  for  want  of  due 
attention  and  a  pcrfedl  refignation  to  this 
divine ,  Teacher,  have,  in  fome  things,  manir 
lefted  a  deviation  irom  the  purity  of  our 're¬ 
ligious  principles  ;  and  thefe  deviations,  ha¬ 
ving  pept  in  amongfl  us  by  little  and  ljttle, 
apd  increafing  from  lefs  to  greater,  have  been 
fp  far  unnoticed,  that  fome,  living  in  tliern^ 
have  been  aftive  m  potting  difcipline  in  prae^ 
tice,  with  relation  to  others,  whofe  condudi 
hath  appeared  more  difhohourable  in  the 
world.'  ,  ^  ;  ■■  -  "I 

Now,  as  -  my  mind  hath  been  exercifed  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord,  have  feen  that  the  difci- 
pline  of  the  church  of  Chri;ft  ftahdeth  ip  that 
which  is  ,purei;  .fhat  jt  is  the  wifdom  from 
above  which  gives  authority  to  difcipline  : 
and. that  the  weigbtinefs  thereof  ftandeth  not 
in  any  outward  circumftances,  but'  in  the 
authority  of  Chrifl,  who  is  the  author  of  it; 
and  where  any  walk  after  the  flefti,  and  not 
according  to  the  purity  of  truth,  and  at  the 
fame  time  are  adlive  in  putting  difcipline  In 
pradtice,  a  veil,  is  gradually  drawn  over  the 
purity  of  difcipline,  and  over  that  holinefs 
of  life,  which  Chrift  leads  thofe  into,  “  in 
“  whom  the  love  of  God  is  verily  perfedled.” 
j  John  ii.  5. 

When  w.e  labour  in  true  love  with  offend¬ 
ers,  and  they  remain  obflinate,  it  fometimes 
is  neceffary  to  proceed  as  far  as  our  Lord  di- 

redted : 


i  i  -  •  ’t  * « • ' . 

in  dealing  with  fuch  as  walk  difordcr- 
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reded  :  “  Let  him  be  f o  thee,  as  an  heathen 
“  thanr  or  a  publican.” -Matu  xvm.  17.  '  * 

Now,  when  fucli  are  difowned,  and  the:f 
who  ad  therein  feel  Chrift  hiade  unto,  them 
wifdom,  and  are  'preferred  In  his  meek 
ftoring  Ipirit,  theife  is  no  juft  catife  bf  o^nce 
miniftered  to  any':;^  bft,  '  w^en  fuch'  ats  ar^ 
adive  jin  dealing^  with  offenders'  indulge  tHena- 
felves  in  things  which  are  contrary  to^tHfc 
purity  of  truth,  and  yet  judge'  others  whofe 
condud  appears  more  diflidnourable.  th^n 
theirs,  here  the  pure  authori^  of  difcipline 
ceafeth  as  to  fuch  offenders,''’ and  a  tempta-' 
tion  is  laid  in  their  way  to  wranglfe.  and  con¬ 
tend  :  —  “  Judge  not,”  faid  our  Lord,  “  that 
“  ye  be  not  judged.”  Now,' this  forbidding 
alludes  to  man’s  judgement,  and  points  ou| 
the  neceflity  of  our  humbly  attending  to  that 
fandifying  power  under  which  the  faitHfdl 
experience  the  Lord  to  be  “  a  fpirit  of  judge- 
“  ment  to  them.”  Ifa.  xxviii.  6.  And,  as  we 
feel  his  Holy  Spirit  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the 
body  in  us,  and  can  fay,  “  it  is  no  more  I  that 
live,  but  Cbrift  that  liveth  in  me,  ”  here 
right  judgement  is  known. 

And,  while  divine  love  prevails  in  our 
hearts,  and  felf  in  us  is  brought  . under  judge-, 
ment,  a  preparation  is  felt  to,  labour  in  a  right 
manner  with  offenders  :  but,  if  we  abide  not 
in  this  love,  our  outward  performance  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  others  degenerates  into  formality  j  for 
“  this  is  the  'love'  of  ,God,  that  we  keep  his 
“  commandmerits.’’' John  i.  3.' 

-•  ■  ■■■  '  How 
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How  weighty  are  thofe  inftruaions  of  ouf 
Redeemer,  concerning  religious  duties,  when 
he  points  out  that  they,  who  pray,  tliould  be 
fo  obedient  to  the  teachings  of  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  that,  humbly  confiding  in  his  help,  they 
may  fay,  “  Thy  name,  O  Father,  be  hallowed^ 
thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done  on 
**  earth  as  it  is  heaven,”  — -  In  this  aw^ 
ful  ftate  of  mind  is  felt  that  worlhip  which 
flands  in  doing  the  will  of  God,  on  earth,  as 
it  is  done  in  heaven,  and  keeping  the  holy 
name  facred.  To  take  a  holy  profefllon  upon 
us  is  awful;  nor  can  we  keep  this  holy  name, 
facred  but  by  humbly  abiding  under  the 
crofsof  Chrift.  The  apoftle made  aheavy  com* 
plaint  againfi;  fome,  who  prophaned  this  hob 
name  by  their  manner  of  living  :  “  Througl 
you  (he  fays)  the  name  of  God  is  blafphe* 
med  amongft  the  Gentiles.”  Rom.  ii.  24'. 
Some  of  our  anceftors,  through  many  tri* 
bulations,  were  gathered  into  the  ftate  of  true 
woffhippers,  and  had  fcllowftiip  in  that 
which  is  pure ;  and,  as  one  was  inwardly 
moved  to  kneel  down  in  their  alfemblies  and 
publicly  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  thofe 
in  the  harmony  of  united  exercife,  then  pre* 
fent,  joined  in  the  prayer ;  I  mention  this  in 
order  that  we,  of  the  prefent  age,  may  look 
unto  the  Rock  from  whence  we  were  hewn, 
and  remember  that  to  unite  in  worlhip  is  a 
union  in  prayer,  and  that  prayer,  acceptable 
to  the  Father,  is  only  in  a  mind  truly  fandti- 
fied,  where  the  facred  name  is  kept  holy,  and 

the  heart  refigned  to  do  his  will  on  earth  as 

it 
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it  is  done  in  heaven  :  If  ye  abide  in  me,” 
faith  Chrift,  “  and  tny  words  abide  in  you, 
ye  fhall  aik  what  ye  will  in  my  name, 
“  and  it  fhall  be  done  unto  you.” — Now,  we 
know  not  what  to  pray  for  as  we  ought,  but 
as  the  Holy  Spirit  doth  open  and  dircfl  our 
minds,  and,  as  we  faithfully  yield  to  its  in¬ 
fluences,  our  prayers  are  in  the  will  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  who  fails  not  to  grant  that 
which  his  own  fpirit,  through  his  children, 
alkethj — thus  prefervation  from  fin  is  known, 
and  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  are  brought 
forth  by  fuch  as  inwardly  unite  in  prayer. 

How  weighty  are  our  foletnn  meetings 
when  the  name  of  Chrift:  is  kept  holy  ? 

-  “  How  precious  is  that  ftate,  in  which  the 
children  of  the  Lord  are  fo  redeemed  from 
the  love  of  this  world,  that  they  are  accepted 
and  blefled  in  all  that  they  do.”  R.  Barclay’s 
Apology,  p.  404. 

How.  neceffary  is  it  that  we/  who  profefe 
thefe  principles,  and  are  outwardly,  adive  in 
fupporting  them,  fhould  faithfully  abide  in 
divine  ftrength,  that  “  As  He,  who  hath  call- 
“  ed  us,  is  holy,  fo  we  may  be  holy  in  all 
“  manner  of  converfation.”  i  Pet.  i;  15. 

If  one,  profefiing  to  he  influenced  ,  by  the 
fpirit  of  Chrift,  propofeth  to  unite  in  a  labour 
to  promote  righteoufnefs  in  the  earth,  and 
in  .time  paft  he  hath  manifeftly  deviated  from 
the  path  of  equity,  then,  to  adconfiftent  with 
this  principle,  his  firft  work  is  to  make  refti- 
titution  fo  far  as  he  may  enabled;  for,  if  he 
attempts  to  contribute  toward  a  work,,  intend¬ 
ed 
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ed  to  promote  righteoufnefs,  while  it  appears 
that  he  negledeth  or  'rcfufeth  to  adt  rightc* 

oufly  himfelf,  his  condud  has  a  tendency  la 
entangle  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  weak  in 
the  faith,  who  behold  thefe  things,  and  to 
draw  a  veil  over  the  purity  of  righteoufnefs, 
by  carrying  an  appearance  as  though  that  was 
righteoufnefs  which  is  not. 

Again,  if  I  propofe  to  affift  in  fupporting 
thofe  dodrincs  wherein  that  purity  of  life  is 
held  forth  in  which  curtoms,  proceeding  from 
the  fpirit  of  this  world,  ,  have  no  place,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  ftrengthen  others  in  thofe 
cuftbms,  by  my  example  j  the  firft  flep,  then^ 
in  an  orderly  proceeding,  is,  to  ceafe  from 
thofe cufloms  myfelf,  and,  afterwards,  tola- 
hour,  as  I  may  be  enabled,  to  promote  the 
like  difpolition  and  condud  in  others. 

To  be  convinced  of  the  pure  principle  of 
truth,  and  diligently  exercifed  in  walking 
anfwerably  thereto,  is  neceflary,  before  I  can 
confiftently  recommend  this  principFe  to  o- 
thers.  —  1  often  feel  a  labour  in  fpirit,  that 
we,  who  are  adive  members  in  religious  fo- 
ciety,  may  experience  in  ourfelves  the  truth 
of  thofe  expreffions  of  the  Holy  One,  “  I 

will  be  fandified  in  them  that  come  nigh 
**  me.”  Lev.  x.  3.  In  this  cafe,  my  mind 
hath  been  often  exercifed,  when  alone,  year 
after  year,  for  many  years,  and,  in  the  re- 
newihgs  of  divine  love,  a  tender  care  hath 
been  incited  in  me,  that  vVe,  who  profefs  the 
invvard  principle  of  light  to  be  our  teacher, 
may'  be  a  family,  united  in  that  purity  of  . 

•  woifhip 
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worfliip  which  compfehends-  a-_hply  life  and 
minifters  ind;ru£tibh_to  others. 

My  mind  is  often  drawn  totyard  children 
ih  the  truth,  who,  having  a  fmall  fliare  of  the 
things  of  this  life  and  coming  to  have  fami¬ 
lies,  may  be  inwardly  exercifed  before  the 
Lord  to  fupport  them  in  a  way" agreeable  to 
the  purity,  of  troth,  in  which  they  may  feel 
his  bleffing  upon  them  in  their  labours  :  the 
thoughts  of  fuch  being  entangled  with  cuf- 
toms,  (contrary  to  pure  wifdom,)  conveyed  to 
them  through  our  hands,  doth  often  very 
tenderly  and  movingly  alFedl  my  heart ;  and, 
when  I  look  toward,  and  think  on,  the  fuc-* 
ceeding  generation,  fervent  defires  are  rai fed. 
in  me,  that  we,  by  yielding  to  that  Holy  Spi-. 
rit  which  leads  into  all  truth,  may  not  do 
the  work  of  the  Lord  deceitfully,  rnay  not 
live  contrary  to  the  purity  of  the  divine  prin¬ 
ciple  we  profefs,  but  that,  as  faitl^fal  labour*  ^ 
ers  in  our  age,  ’  we  may  be  infirumental  in 
removing  ftumbling-blocks  out  of  the  way  of 
thofe  who  may  fuccced  us,  7 

•  So  great  was  the  love  of  Chrirt,  that  he 
gavehimfelf  for  the  qhurch,  “  that  he  might 
“Tandlify  and  cleanfe J't,  that  it  fhould  be, 
**  holy  and  vvithout  bleniilh,  not.  having  , 
Ipot  or  wrinkle  or  any  fpch  tbing.’^  Eph. 

V,  25.  And,  where  any  take  the  name  of 
ChrifI;  upon  them,  profemng  to  be  members 
of  his  church  and  led  by  his  Holy  Spirit, 
and  yet  manifeftly  deviate  from  the  purity 
of  truth,  they  herein  adfc  againlf  the  gracious 
defilgn  pf  his  giving  hinbfelf  for  them,  and 
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niinifter  caufe  for  the  continuance  of  his  af- 
ilic^ions,  “vtz,  in  his  body,  the  church. 

-  Chrift  fuffered  afflidions  in  a  body  of  flefli, 
prepared  by  the  Father  j  but  the  afflidions  o^ 
his  myftical  body  are  yet  unfiniftied  j  for 
they,  who  are  baptized  into  Chrift,  are  bap¬ 
tized  into  his  death  ;  and,  as  we  humbly  abide 
under  his  fandifying  power,  and  are  brought 
forth  into  newnefs  of  life,  we  feel  Chrift  tO’ 
us  j,  who  being  the  fame  yefterday, 
to-day,  and  tor  ever,  and  always  at  unity 
with,  himfelf,  his  fpirit,  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people,  leads. to  an  inward  exercife  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  mankind :  and  when,  under  a  tra¬ 
vail  of  fpirit,  we  behold  a  vilited  people  en¬ 
tangled  by  the  fpirit  of  this  world,  with  its 
wickednefs  and  cuftoms,  and  thereby  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  being  faithful  examples  to 
others,  forrow  and  heavinefs,  under  a  fenfe 
of  thefe  things,  are  often  experienced  j  and 
thus,  in  fome.meafure,  is  filled  up  that  which 
remains  of  the  afflidlions  of  Chrift, 

Our  bleffed  Saviour,  fpeaking  concerning 
gifts  offered  in  divine  fervice,  fays,  “  If 
thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there 
“  remembereft  that  thy  brother  hath  ought 
**;  againftthee,  leave  there  thy  gift,  before  the 
altar,  and  go  thy  way  j  firft  be  reconci- 
led  to  thy  brother,  and  then  come  and 
-  *f  offer  thy  gift.”  Mat.  v.  23,  24.  Now, 
there  is  no' true  unity  but  in  that  wherein 
the  Father  and  the  Son  are  united;  nor. can 
there  be  a  perfedt  reconciliation  but  in  ceafing 
from  that  which  minifters  caufe  for  the  con¬ 
tinuation 


fleuRtion  of  the  afflidlions  of  Ghrift  j'  and  if 
any,  profeffing  td  bring  their  gift  to  the  altarf 
do  remember  the  cuftomary  cQntradidtiort 
which  fome  of  their  fruits  bear  to  the  pure 
fpiritual  worthip^  here  it  appears  neceflary  to 
lay  to  heart  this  cothmandj  “  Leave  thy  gift 
“  by  the  altar.’*  . 

Chrift  gracioufly  calls  his  people  bfethren  i 
^  Whofoever  (liall  do  the  will  of  God,  the  fame 
“  is  my  brother.’’  Mark  iii.  35*  Now,  if  We 
walk  contrary  to  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  JefuS) 
while  we  continue  to  profefs  it,  we  offend 
againft  Chrift  ;  and  if,  under  this  offencej  wd 
bring  our  gift  to  the  altar,  olir  P^edeemcr 
doth  not  diredt  uj  to  take  back  our  gift,  he 
doth  not  difcourage  our  proceeding  in  a  good" 
work,  but  gracioufly  points  out  the  neceffa-  ’ 
fy  means  by  which  the  gift  may  be  rendered 
acceptable :  “  Leave  (faith  he)  thy  gift  by 
the  altar  :  firfl  go  and  be  reconciled  to  thy 
“  brother ceafs  from  that  which  grieves 
the  Holy  Spirit,  ceafe  from  that  which  is  a- 
gainft  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  and  then 
come  and  offer  thy  gift.  •  " 

I  feel,  while  I  am  writing,  a  tendernefs  to 
thofe,  who,  through  divine  favour,  are  pre- 
ferved  in  a  lively  fenfe  of  the- date  of  th^ 
churches,  and  at  times  may  be  under  dif- 
couragements  with  regard  to  proceeding  in 
that  pure  way  which  Chrift,  by  his  Holy  Spi* 
rit,  leads  into.  The  depth  of  difoidcr  and 
weaknefs,  which  fo  much  prevail,  being  o- 
pened,  doublings  are  apt  to  arife,  as  to  thd 
poflibility  of  proceeding  as  an  affembly  of 
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the  Lord’s  people  in  the  purecounfel  of  truth  > 
and  here  I  feel  a  concern  to  exprefs,  in  up- 
rightnefs,  that  which  hath  been  opened  in 
my  mind,  under  the  power  of  the  crofs  of 
Chrift,  relating  to  a  vifible  gathered  church, 
the  members  whereof  are  guided  by  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

The  church  is  called  the  body  of  Chrift, 
Col.  i.  25, 

Chrift  is  called  the  head  of  the  Church, 
Eph.  i,  22.  ■ 

The  church  is  called  the  pillar  and  ground 
of  truth,  I  Tim.  iii.  15. 

Thus  the  church  hath  a  name  that  is  fa- 
cred,  and  the  neceffity  of  keeping  this  name 
holy  appears  evident}  for,  where  a  number 
of  people  unite  in  a  profeftion  of  being  led  by 
the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  and  publifti  their  prin¬ 
ciples  to  the  world,  the  adls  and  proceedings 
of  that  people  may  in  fome  meafure  be  con« 

fidered  as  fuch  which  Chrift  is  the  author  of. 

* 

Now,  while  we  ftand  in  this  ftation,  if  the 
pure  light  of  life  is  not  followed  and  regard¬ 
ed  in  our  proceedings,  we  are  in  the  way  of 
prophaning  ’  the  holy  Name,  and  of  going 
back  toward  that' wildernefs  of  fufferings  and 
perfecution,  out  of  which,  through  the  tender 
mercies  of  God,  a  church  hath  been  gather¬ 
ed  }  “  Chrift  liveth  in  fandtified  vefiels,”  Gal. 
ii.  20.  and 'where  they  behold  his  holy  name  , 
profaned,  and  the  pure  gofpel  light  eclipfed 
through  the  unfaitbfulilefs  of  any  who,  by 
their  ftation,  appear  to  be  ftandard-bearers 
under  the  Printe  of  Peace,  the  living  mem- 
.  '  hers 
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bers  in  the  body  of  Chrift,  in  beholding  thefe 
things,  do  in  fnne  degree  experience  the  fel- 
lowihip  of  his  fufferings ;  and,  as  the  wifdom 
of  the  world  more  and  more  takes  place  in 
conducing  the  affairs  of  this  vifible  gathered 
church,  and  the  pure  leadings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  are  lefs  waited  for  and  followed,  fo  the 
true  fuffering  feed  is  more  and  more  oppref- 
fed. 

My  mind  is  often  affedled  with  a  fenfe  of 
the  condition  of  fincere-hearted  people  in  fome 
kingdoms,  where  liberty  of  confcience  is  not 
allowed,  many  of  whom,  being  burthened  in 
their  minds  with  prevailing  fuperftition,  join¬ 
ed  with  oppreffions,  are  often  under  forrow  j 
and  where  fuch  have  attended  to  that  pure 
light,  which  hath  in  fome  degree  opened  their 
underftandings,  and,  for  their  faithfulnefs 
thereto,  have  been  brought  to  examination 
and  trial,  how  heavy  are  the  perfecutions 
which  in  divers  parts  of  the  world  are  exer- 
cifed  upon  them!  How  mighty,  as  to  the 
outward,  is  that  power  by  which  they  are 
borne  down  and  oppreffed! 

Ho  w  deeply  affecting  is  the  condition  of 
many  upright-hearted,  people  who  are  taken  ^ 
into  the  papal  inquifition  1  What  lamentable 
cruelties,  in  deep  vaults,  in  a  private  way, 
are  exercifed  on  many  of  them  !  and  how 
lingering  is  that  death,  by  a  fmall  flow  fire, 
yi^hich  they  have  frequently  endufed  who 
have  been  faithful  to  the  end ! 

How  many  tender-fpirited  proteftants  have 
been  fentenced  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  their 
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hearted  maderL  while  their  young  children 
^re  placed  out  for  education,  and  taught 
principles  fo  contrary  to  the  confeienr^o  r\f  1r]r\i% 


that  w^as  hear  to  theip  of  the  things  of  this 


tpany  finpere-.hearted  people  have  fuffered 
death  for  the  teftirnony  gf  a  good  OQnfcience, 


wuofe  faithfulnefs  in  their  day  hath  miniftreh 
encouragement  to  others,  and  been  a  bleffing 
to  many  who  have  {licceeded  them;  thus,  from 


age  to  age,  the  darlinels  being  more  and  more 
removed,  a  channel  at  length,  through  the 
tender  mercies  of  God,  hath  been  opened  for. 
th*"  eXeicile  of  the  pure  gift  of  the  gofpel  mi— 
piflry,  vvithout  interruption  from  outward 
power  j  a  woih>  the  like  of  vvhichis  rare,  and 
unknown  in  many  parts  of  the  world  ! 

As  ti^fe  things  are  often  frefh  in  my  mind, 
.and  this  great  work  of  God  going  on  in  the 
earth  has  beep  open  before  nre,  that.- liberty 
Ot^  eonfcience,  with  which  we  are  favoured, 
hath  appeared  npt^as  a  light  matter. 

-  A  truft  is  committed  to  us,  a  great  and 
iveigbty  truft,,,  tp:  wLich  our  diligent  attenti¬ 
on  is  peccifary  :  wherever  the  adlive  members 
of  this  vifihle^gathered  church  uft  themfelves 
to  that  whicij  js  contrary  tp  the  purity  of  our 
principles,  it,  appearg  to  he  a  breach  of  this 
truft,  and  one  ftep  back  toward  the  wilder-* 
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ncfs  one  ftep  toward  undoing  what  God  in 
infinite  love  hath  done,  through  his  faithful 
fervants,  in  a  work  of  feveral  ages,  and  is  like 
laying  the  foundation  for  future  fufferr 
ings. 

I  feel  a  living  invitation  in  ray  mind  to 
fuch  as  are  a(ftive  in  our  religious  fociety, 
that  we  may  lay  to  heart  this  matter,  and 
confider  the  ftation  in  which'  we  ftand;  a 
place  of  outward  liberty  under  the  free  exef- 
cife  of  our  confcience  toward  God,  not  ob¬ 
tained  but  through  great  and  manifold  afflic-* 
tions  of  thofe  who  lived  before  us.  There  is 
gratitude  due  from  us  to  our  lifiavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  juftice  to  our  •  pofterity ;  can  our 
hearts  endure,  or  our  hands  be  ftrong,  if  we 
defert  a  caufe  fo  precious,  if  we  turn  afide 
from  a  work  under  which  fo  many  have  pa¬ 
tiently  laboured? 

May  the  deep  fufferings  of  our  Saviour  be 
fo  dear  to  us,  that  we  may  never  trample  un¬ 
der  foot  the  adorable  Son  of  God,  nor  count 
the  blood  of  the  covenant  unholy! 

May  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  martyrs,  when 
the  profpedl  of  death  by  fire  was'  before  them, 
be  remembered!  and  may  the  patient  con- 
ftant  fufferings  of  the  upright- hearted  fer¬ 
vants  of  God  in  latter  ages  be  revived  in  ‘our 
minds!  and  may  we  fo  follow  on' to  know 
the  Lord,  that  neither  the  faithfuLia  this 
age,  nor  thofe  in  ages  to  c'bili'e,^may  ever  be 
brought  under  fuffering,  through  Our  Aiding 
back  from  the  work  of  reformatiorf  in  the 
world!  -  ' . 
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While  the  adlive  members  in  the  vifible 
gathered  church  ftand  upright,  and  the  af¬ 
fairs  thereof  are  carried  on  under  the  leadings 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  although  diforders  may  arife 
among  us,  and  caufe  many  exercil'es.to  thofe 
■who  feel  the  care  of  the  churches  upon  them, 
yet,  while  thefe  continue  under  the  weight  of 
the  work,  and  labour  in  the  meeknefs  of  wif- 
.dcm  for  the  help  of  others,  the  name  of 
,Ghrifl  in  the  vifible  gathered  church  may  be 
kept  facredj  but  while  they,  who  are  adfive 
in  the^  affairs  of  this  church,  continue  in  a 
in_anifef};  oppofition  to  the  purity  of  our  prin¬ 
ciples,  this,  as  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  x.  i8.  ex- 
•^pmffeth  it,  is  like  as  when  a  ffandard-bear- 

er  fainteth :  and  thus  the  way  opens  to 
great  and  prevailing  _  degeneracy,  and  to 
.Lpf^rings  for  fuch  as,^  through  the  power  of 
divine  love,  are  fcparated  to  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  and  cannot  unite  with  any  thing 
which  ftands  in  oppofition  to  the  purity  of  it. 

The  neceffity  of  an  inward  ftillneis  hath 
under  thefe  exercifes  appeared  clear  to  my 
mind  i  in  true  filence  ftrength  is  renew&d, 
the  txiind  herein  is  weaned  from  all  things, 
but  as  they  may  be  enjoyed  in  the  divine 
:,will,  and  a  lowHnefs  in  outward  living,  op- 
pofite  to  worldly  hpnour,  becomes  truly  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  us,  In  the  defire  after  outward 
gain,  the  mind  is  prevented  from  a  perfcdl 
attention  to  the  voice  of  Chrifl ;  but,  being 
weaned  from  all  things  but  as  they  maybe 
enjoyed  in  the  divine  will,'  the  pure  light 
dhines  into  the  foul:  and,  where  the  fruits  of 

that 
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that  fpirit  which  is  of  this  world  are  brought 
forth  by  many  who  profefs  to  be  led  by  the 
fpirit  of  truth,  and  cloudinefs  is  felt  to  be 
gathering  over  the  vilible  gathered  churchy 
the  fincere  in  heart,  who  abide  in  true  (lillnels^ 
and  are  exercifed  therein  before  the  Lord  for 
his  name’s  fake,  have  a  knowledge  of  Chrifl 
in  the  fellowfliip  of  his  fufferings,  and  in¬ 
ward  thankfulnefs  is  felt  at  times,  that,  through 
divine  love,  our  own  wifdom  is  caft  out,  and 
that  forward  adlive  part  in  us  fubjeded, 
which  would  rife  and  do  fomething  in  the 
vifible  gathered  church,  without  the  pure 
leadings  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift. 

While  aught  remains  in  us  different  from 
a  perfedt  refignation  of  our  wills,  it  is  like  a 
feal  to  a  book,  wherein  is  written  “  that  good, 
“  and  acceptable,  and  perfedt,  will  of  God 
“  concerning  us,”  Rom.  xii.  2.  but,  when 
our  minds  entirely  yield  to  Chrift,  that 
filence  is  known,  which  followeth  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  laft  of  the  feals.  Rev.  viii.  i  ,  in 
this  filence  we  learn  abiding  in  the  divine 
will,  and  there  feel  that  we  have  no  caufe 
to  promote  but  that  only  in  which  the  light 
of  life  diredls  us  in  our  proceedings,  and  that 
the  alone  way  to  be  ufeful,  in  the  church  of 
Chrift,  is  to  abide  faithfully  under  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  his  Holy  Spirit  in  all  cafes,  and,  being 
preferved  thereby  in  purity  of  heart  and  ho- 
linefs  of  converfation,  a  teftimony  to  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  his  government  may  be  held  forth, 
through  us,  to  others, 


As 


A,s.  my  mind  hath  been  thus  exerdfed,  J 
hnyc  feeft  that,  to  be  adive  and  bufy  in  the 
yifible  gathered  chur,e}),'  without  the  leadings 
of  the  Holy  Epirit,  is  ,not  only  unprofitable, 
but  tends  to  inci  eafe  dimnefs  j  and,  where  way 
£'.cot  t>pned  to  proceed  in  the  light  of  truth, 
3  ftop  }6  felt  by  thpfe^  who  humbly  attend  to 
lOG  divine  Leader }  a  flop  which,  in  relation 
to  good' order  in  the  vifible  gathered  church, 
is  of  the  greateft  confecjuence  to  be  obferved: 
ftus  Robert  Barclay,  in  his  treatife  on  difci- 
pline,  holds  forth,  pages  65,  68,  84,  “  That 
the.  judgement,  or  conclufion,  of  the  church, 
or  congregation,  >  is  no  farther  effedual,  as  to 
true  end-  and  defign  thereof,  but  as  fuch 
judgement,  or  conclufion,  proceeds  from  the, 
Epirit  of  God,  operating  on  their  minds  who 
are  fhndtihed  in  Chrifl  Jefus.” 

_  Now,  in. this  ftop,  I  have  learned  the  necef- 
fity  of  waiting  on  the  Lord  in  humility,  that 
the  works  of  all  may  be  brought  to  light,  and 
thofe  to  judgement  which  are  wrought  in  the 
wifdom  of  this  world  j  and  have  alfo  feen  that, 
in  a  mind  thoroughly  fubjedled  to  the  power 
of  the  crofs,  there  is  a  favour  of  life  to  be  felt, 
which  evidently  tends  to  gather  fouls  to  God, 
while  the  greateft  works  in  the  vifible  gathered 
church,  brought  forth  in  man’s  wifdom,  re¬ 
main  to  be  unprofitable. , 

Where  people  are  divinely'  gathered  into  a 
holy  fellowfhip,  and  faithfully  abide  under 
the  influence  of  that  Spirit  which  leads  into 
all  truth,  “  .they  ■  are  the  light  of  the  world.” 


Matt.  V.  14.  Now, 'holding  this  profeffion,  to 


me, 
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me,  hath  appeared  weighty,  even  heyond 
what  I  can  fully  exprefs,  and  what  our  blef- 
fed  Lord  feemed  to  have  in  ^  view,  when  he 
propofed  the  neceffity  of  counting  the  coft  be* 
fore  we  begin  to  build. 

I  trull;  there  are  many  who,  at  times,  under 
divine  vilitation,  feel  an  inward  enquiry  after 
God ;  and  when  fuch,  in  the  limplicity  of  their 
hearts,  mark  the  lives  of  a  people  who  profefs 
to  w'alk  by  the  leadings  of  his  Spirit,  of  what 
great  concernment  is  it  that  our  lights  fhine 
clear,  that  nothing  of  our  conduct' carry  a 
contradidion  to  the  truth  as.  it  is  in  Jefus,  or 
be  a  means  of  profaning  his  holy  name,  and 
be  a  llurabling-block  in  the  way  of  thofe  fin^ 
cere  enquirers. 

When  fuch  feekers  as,  wearied  with 
empty  forms,  look  toward  uniting  with  us 
as  a  people,  and  behold  active  members  a* 
mong  us  depart,  in  their  cullomary  way  of 
living,  from  that  purity  of  life,  which,  under 
bumbling  exercifes,  hath  been  opened  before 
them  as  the  way  of  the  Lord’s  people,  how 
mournful  and  difcouraging  is  the  ■  profpedl ! 
gnd  how  flrongly  doth  fuch  unfaithfulneL  ope^ 
rate  againll  the  Spreading  of  the  peaceable  bar* 
monious  principle  and  teftimony  of  truth  a* 
mongft  mankind  1  * 

In  entering  into  that  life,  which  is  hid 
with  Chrill  in  God,  we  behold  his  peaceable 
government,  where  jhe  whole  family  are  go* 
yerned  by  the  fame  fpirit,  and  the  “  doing 
to  others  as  we  would  they  Ihould  do  un-* 
to  us”  groy/eth  up  as  good  fruit  from  a 
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good  tree,  the  •peace,  quietnefs,  and  harmo¬ 
nious  walking,  in  this  government  is  beheld 
with  humble  reverence  to  him  who  is  the 
author  of  it;  and,  in  partaking  of  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift,  we  partake  of  that  which  labours, 
and  fufiers  for  the  increaie  of  this  peaceable 
government  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world;  and  I  have  felt  a  labour  of  long  con¬ 
tinuance  that  we,  who  prnfefs  this  peaceable 
principle,  may  be  faithful  ftandard-bearers 
under  the  Prince  of  peace,  and  that  nothing 
of  a  defiling  nature,  tending  to  difeord  and 
wars,  may  remain  among  us. 

May  each  of  us  query  with  ourfelves,  Have 
the  treafures  I  poflels,  been  gathered  in  that 
wifdom  which  is  from  above,  fo  far  as  hath 
appeared  to  me 

Have  none  of  my  fellow-creatures  an  equi¬ 
table  right  to  any  part  which  is  called  mine  ? 

Have  the  gifts  and  poffeflions,  received  by 
me  from  others,  been  conveyed  in  a  way  free 
from  all  unrighteoufnefs  lb  far  as  1  have 
feen  ? 

The  principle  of  peace,  in  which  pur  truft 
is  only  on  the  Lord,  and  our  minds  weaned 
from  a  dependence  on  the  ftrength  of  armies, 
bath  appeared  to  me  very  precious,  and  I 
often  feel  ftrong  defires,  that  we,  who  pro- 
fefs  this  principle,  may  fo  walk,  as  to  give 
juft  caufe  for  none  of  our  fellow-creatures  to 
be  offended  at  us ;  that  our  lives  may  evi¬ 
dently  manifeft,  •  that  we  are  redeemed  from 
that  fpirit  in  which  wars  are;:  our  blefl'ed 
Saviour,  in  pointing  out  the  danger  of  fo 
;  .  .  leaning 
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leaning  on  man,  as  to  negleft  the  leadings  of 
his  Holy  Spirit,  faid,  “  Call  no  man  your 
«  father  upon  the  earth ;  for  one  is  your  fa- 
"  ther,  which  is  in  heaven,”  Mat.  xxiii.  9. 
Where  the  wifdom  from  above  is  faithfully 
followed,  and  therein  we  are  entrufted  with 
fubftance,  it  is  a  treafure  committed  to  our 
care  in  the  nature  of  an  inheritance,  as  an 
inheritance  from  him,  wno  formed,  and  fup- 
ports,  the  world.  Now,  in  this  condition,  the 
true  enjoyment  of  the  good  things  of  this  life 
is  underftood,  and  that  bleffing  felt,  in  which 
is  real  fafety ;  this  is  what  I  apprehend  our 
blefTed  Lord  had  in  view,  when  he  pronounced, 
Blefled  are  the  meek,  for  they  (hall  inherit 
the  earth.” 

Selfilh  worldly-minded  men  may  hold  lands 
in  the  felfilh  fpirit,  and,  depending  on  the 
ftrength  of  the  outward  power,  be  perplexed 
with  fecret  uneafinefs,  left  the  injured  (hould 
fometime  overpower  them,  and  that  meafurebe 
meted  to  them,  which  they  meafure  to  others. 
— Thus  felfifh  men  may  polTefs  the  earth,; 
but  it  is  the  meek  who  inherit  it,  and  enjoy 
it  as  an  inheritance  from  the  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  free  from  all  the  defilements  and  per-r 
plexities  of  unrighteoufnefs. 

Where  proceedings  have  been  in  that  wif¬ 
dom  which  is  from  beneath,  and  inequitable 
gain  is  gathered  by  a  man,  and  left  as  a  gift 
to  his  children,  who,  being  entangled  by  the 
,  fame  worldly  fpirit,  have  not  attained  to  that 
clearnefs  of  light  in  which  the  channels  of 
righteoufnefs  are  opened,  and  jufticc  is  done  to 

thofe 
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thofe  who  remain  filent  under  injuries :  here  1 
have  feen,  under  humbling  exercife  of  mind, 
that  the  fins  of  the  fathers  are  embraced  by 
the  children,  and  become  thgir  fins ;  and  thus, 
in  the  days  of  tribulation,  the  iniquities  of 
the  fathers  are  vifited  upon  thefe  children; 
who  take  hold  of  the  unrighteoufcefs  of  their 
father,  and  live  in  that  fpirit  in  which  thbfe 
iniquities  were  committed  ;  to  which  a?reefh 
•thd  prophecy  of  Mofes,  concerning  a  ^ebeE 
hous  people  : .  «  They  that  are  left  of  you 
**  fhall  pine  away  in  their  iniquities,  in  your 
“  enemy’s  land,  and  in  the  iniquities  of  their 

fathers  lhall  they  pine  away,”  Eev.  xxvi,  ^q, 
•And  our  bleffed  Lord,  in  beholding  the  hard- 
nefs  of  heart  in  that  generation,  and  feeling 
in  himfelf,  that  they  lived'  in  the  fame  fpirit 
in  which  the  prophets  had  been  perfeclitdd 
unto  death,  fignified,  “  that  the  blood  of  all 
“  the  prophets,  which  was  Ihed  from  the 
**  foundation  of  the  world,  fhould  be  requir- 
**  ed  of  that  generation,  from  the  blood  of 
“  Abel,  unto  the  blood  of  Zacharias,  which 
“  perilhed  between  the  altar  and  the  temple/’ 
Luke  xi.  51. 

Tender  compaflion  fills  my  heart  toward 
my  fellow-creatures  eftranged  frora^the  har* 
rnonious  government  of  the  Prince  of  peace, 
and  a  labour  attends  me,  that  they  may  be 
gathered  to  this  peaceable  habitation. 

In  being  inv/ardly  prepared  to  fuffer  advert 
fity  for  ChrifPs  fake,  and  weaned  from  a  de¬ 
pendence  on  the  arm  offlefh,  we  feel,  that 
there  is  a  reft  for  the  people  of  God,  and 

that 
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that  it  ftands  In  a  perfedt  refignatlon  of  our- 
felves  to  his  holy  will ;  in  this  condition, 
all  our  wants  and  defires  are  bounded  by  pure 
wifdom,  and  our  minds  wholly  attentive  to 
the  council  of  Chrift  inwardly  communicated, 
which  hath  appeared  to  me  as  a  habitation 
of  fafety  for  the  Lord’s  people,  'in  times  of 
outward  commotion  and  trouble,  and  defires, 
from  the  fountain  of  pure  love,  are  opened 
in  me,  to  invite  my  brethren  and  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  to  feel  for,  and  feek  after,  that  which 
gathers  the  mind  into  it. 


Mount- Holly,  Nenjj-Jerfeyf; 

^th  Month,  1772. 

JOHN  WOOLMAN. 


THE  END. 
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